MINUTES

FISH AND GAME COMMITTEE

MONTANA STATE SENATE

March 16, 1977

The twenty-~first meefing of the Pish and Game Commit-
tee was called to order by Chairman Dunkle at 8:00 A.M., in
Room 405 of the State Capitol Building.

ROLL CALL: All'members were present with the excep-
tion of Senator Warden, who was excused.

CONSIDERATION OF HB 158, an act to clarify the law
relating to registration of snowmobiles; providing a $3 re-
cording fee; deleting annual registration requirements other
than obtaining an annual tax-paid decal; and amending the
definition of "snowmobile" to exclude all-terrain vehicles.

Representative Steve Waldron, Chief Sponsor of the
bill, asked that the committee set the bill aside until certain
amendments to it could be drawn.

CONSIDERATION OF HB 159, an act to impose a penalty for
failure to register a snowmobile during the grace period fol-
lowing transfer of the snowmobile and to change the grace
period for obtaining a tax-paid decal from 10 to 20 days.

Chairman Dunkle announced that HB 159 would also be set
aside momentarily.

CONSIDERATION OF HB 340, an act to provide a portion of
the fuel tax for development and maintenance of snowmobile
facilities. Representative Russell Baeth, Chief Sponsor of
the bill, introduced Mr. Ken Hoovestol, of the Montana Snow-
mobile Association, who spoke in support of the bill. He said
gasoline used in snowmobiles is for off-road purposes, thus
the state highway tax paid on this fuel should be refunded to
a designated fund and earmarked for snowmobile facility de-
velopment, maintenance and operation. (Attachment #1).

Legislative Co-Chairman of the Montana Snowmobile
Association, Mr. Everett Woodgerd, spoke in support of HB 340.
He stated that on an average a snowmobile gets 95.8 miles to
the gallon.

Mr. Ron Holliday, Administrator of the Recreation and
Parks Division of the Montana Fish and Game Department, present-
ed a statement which included a run-Zown on the snowmobile
facility development report, guidelines for proposed snowmobile
area development projects, and a law enforcement report.
(Attachment #2). . , R
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Mr. Don Malmberg of the Montana Fish and Game Depart-
ment presented proposed expenditures for a snowmobile safety
education program. (Attachment #3).

Chairman Dunkle asked if there were any other proponents
and then called for opponents to the bill,

Mr. Larry Tobiason, representing the American Auto-
mobile Association of Helena, spoke in opposition to HB
340. He said the money being diverted can best be used in the
Highway Trust Account. (Attachment #4).

Mr. Earl Moritz, representing the Highway Users Federa-
tion quoted figures from a Montana Highway Department "Monthly
Motor Fuel Tax Report," dated December 1976, and a Highway
Department "Planning and Research Bureau Comparisons of Motor
Fuel Tax Collections and Refunds" report. He said at the present
time 1 million dollars are being diverted from the highway
fund for motorboats, snowmobiles, highway safety, etc.

He quoted from articles taken from the magazine, TRIP
(February, 1977) and also read a statement of the necessity for
highway funds. (Attachments #5, #6, and $#7). He mentioned that
at the present time, half of the gasoline tax goes for the main-
tenance of highways, and Montana is still unable to keep up with
maintenance.

Chairman Dunkle asked Representative Baeth to close.
Representative Baeth stated that snowmoblllng is the third
largest sport in Montana.

Mr. James Beck of Helena testified as an individual in
opposition to HB 340. He said in these times of energy crises
and in view of the dwindling supply of fossil fuels, he thinks
the legislature should not encourage the use of gasoline for
recreational purposes.

Chairman Dunkle asked for questions.

Senator Manley asked if anyone had an idea of approxi-
mately what percentage of the gasoline sold was used by snow-
mobiles. Mr. Beck said that a representative of the Snowmobile
Association said they use 80 gallon per year on an average.

Mr. Hoovestol said studies they have conducted have
pointed out that snowmobiles are consuming more than the .3
percent figure and that the .3 percent figure his association
is requesting is much less than what is actually being consumed.



Senate Fish and Game Committee Minutes ' Page Three March 16, 1977

Senator Galt asked if there were any figures indicating
how much the refund is for off-road use of gasoline. Mr.
Hoovestol said the snowmobilers have not been asking for re-
funds because keeping records is too difficult. He said very
few people apply for a refund.

Chairman Dunkle asked the committee secretary to obtain
copies of Mr. Holliday's report and distribute them to the com-
mittee. ‘

Senator Lensink asked Mr. Beck of the Montana Department
of Highways if he knew how much gasoline is consumed by lawn
mowers in the State of Montana. Mr, Beck replied that he did
not know. ‘

Senator Manley asked how much of the gasoline tax is
for oil. Mr. Beck said as far as he knew the tax on oil is
strictly federal tax, and there is no state tax.

Chairman Dunkle closed the hearing on HB 340.

RECONSIDERATION OF HB 159: Representative Steve
Waldron, Chief Sponsor of the bill, went through it. He said
it would increase the grace period allowed for titling snow-
mobiles. He said he wanted to make the title transfer similar
between snowmobiles and motor vehicles. It was noted by Rep-
resentative Waldron that if the county treasurer has one pro-
cedure set up to follow, it makes it easier for him. He also
said the bill would provide a method of enforcement.

Senator Dunkle asked if there were any other proponents
or opponents. Since there were none, he called for questions
from the committee.

There being no questions, Chairman Dunkle closed the
hearing on HB 159 at 9:10 A.M. 7

Senator Lowe made a motion that HB 159 be concurred
in. Senator Smith said he wanted to discuss it further, so
no action was taken.

CONSIDERATION OF HB 221, an act to maintain snowmobile
noise standards at the levels prescribed to take effect June
30, 1975. , ‘

Representative William Menahan, Chief Sponsor of the
bill, turned the discussion over to Mr. Hoovestol. Mr. Hooves-
tol read a statement from the Montana Snowmobile Association.
(Attachment #8). This was in support of HB 221. He said the
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the snowmobile industry is committed to continuing progress in
the area of sound level reduction wherever technologically and
economically feasible. However, it is simply unable to produce
machines in compliance with Montana's law as now written. More-
over, according to Mr. Hoovestol, the need for further reduction
simply cannot be shown., '

Chairman Dunkle asked for othervproponents. Mr. Everett
Woodgerd read letters from three snowmobile dealers, in support
of HB 221. (Attachments #9, #10, and #11).

Mr. Don Malmberg of the Montana Fish and Game Department
presented a written statement in support of HB 221. He said the
bill provides that snowmobile sound levels be maintained at the
present level. (Attachment #12).

After discerning there were no questions from the com-
mittee, Senator Dunkle closed the hearing.

DISPOSITION OF HB 221: Senator Manley made a motion
that HB 221 BE CONCURRED IN. The motion was seconded by Senator
Smith and carried unanimously.

Senator Manley agreed to carry the bill on the floor.

ADJOURNMENT : Chairman Dunkle adjourned the meeting at
9:20 A.M.

SENATOR FRANK DUNKLE, CHAIRMAN
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HB-340 E
In support of HB-340

Gasoline used in snowmobiles is for off-road purposes, thus
the state highway tax paid on this fuel should be refunded to
a designated fund and earmarked for snowmobile facility
development, maintenance and operation,

Although only one of many concerns, parking facilities at trail
heads are the most crying need. The elimination of parking and
traffic congestion in these areas would bs 8 great bensfit to
the general public as well as thes snowmobjler.

fhe boaters of Montana currently enjoy public docks, loading
rampsand other facilities paid for by the return of their
highway tax dollars,

The sports of boating and snowmaobiling are more claosely related

than with any other sport. They are both family sports, both sre

limited to about the same length season, both operate in certain

areas and under controlled circumstancea, neither have a direct

impact on the ground, and both require vehicular and trailer

parking facilities, and both use about the same amount aof fuel per year.

The attached report "Recreatianal use of taxes on snowmobile fuel"
prepared by the International Snowmabile Industry Association,
shows examples of off-road fusl tax usags in six states,

The attached report "Gasolins taxes and the Montena Snowmobiler"

is the result of extensive surveys conducted nationwida., This study
shows an average consumption of B80.5 gallons of gas per yesr per
snowmobile, This figure was substantiated by a survey conducted

at random by the Montena Snawmobile Asgociation., The MSA survey
showed 81 gallons per year per machins.

Three factors lead us to believe that this report ig very much on
the conservative side; (1) The survey was conducted in 1974 during
the height of the snergy crisea, (2) This report on the number of
machines operating in Montana does not include machines sold prior
to 1970 or those sold this 1976-77 season, (3) These figures do not
reflect the large volume: aof gas used by out of state tourists.

With the above factors in mind, we feel justified inp our claim
to 6/10 of one percent of the tatal state fuel tax collected,

4



ADDITIUNALFACTS TO CONSIDER IN SUPPDRT‘OF HB-340

Local government will raceiv- n l-rgl ohu:- of the monies thru
contracts for snow removal end local government will bs the recepient
of additional year-round rac:p;tional flpilitiao,

Governor Judge was the sponsaex of thg hi;l that refunded the off-
road fuel tax monies te the bpntaxa,*yh;n hu was in the Senate,

We support a committes amandnpnt to ppovida 15% of these monius
the first year, and 10% annually theresfter for the development
and implementation of a compr.h'nlivn lnnwnobilo safety and
education pragrem, _ s ,

We support the amendmont as x.cpuulndnd ip tha technical note on
the fiscal note for HB-340 , «

Snewmobiling is still the thirdh f|¢§§nf'q;9gin§ sport in Americe.

MONTANA ECONOMIC IMPACT ASSESSMENT

Operating snowmobiles (estimsted)
varified by Industry shipment figures - - - 30,000

Snowmobile Users (estimated) (conservative) -« - - - -100,000

Annual sales of new and used snpwmobiles

gnd trailers - - -~ =~

Annual Value of Accessory purchasss and rapuira
Annual expenditures for gas and oil

used in snowmobiles - - -

State gasoline taxes @.0775 cents par gallon

Expanditures on trips and outings -~ - = = - =~

Insurance Expenditures « « = « » = « « « « «

$8,911,131,
$2,556,1382,

\J

$1,238,628,
$ 174,435.*
$1,869,405,
$ 601,140,

fF 11

LI B I

TOTAL annual expenditurass
(* not includxng tha state q-n tax)lis 176,686,

Note:~ Additionally hundroda bf thouaandn of dullars ;n wages
are paid to those pm loyed in snowmpbile sales, service
and support roles.:The statp snd counties thus benefit
directly through additiena} jobs during the traditionelly
high unemployment winter psrieg. Mareover, augmented
wintertime economic -ctivttx incyseess the reto of
capitol movampnﬁ.xg ;tpml - pmpitsyn sconomic etimulant,

v O
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SNOWMOBILE FACILITY DEVELOPMENT REPORT

As a result of concerted efforts by the state snowmobile association, the 43rd
legislative session, in 1975, passed a law, Senate Bill 2564, which required that all snow-
mobiles be assessed an annual $2, 00 registration fee which was earmarked for use by
the Montana Department of Fish and Game. One-half of this fee was allocated to the
Recreation and Parks Division for development of snowmobiling facilitles and one-half
was allocated to the Enforcement Division for enforcement of snowmobile laws,

Since passage of this bill, from 17,000 to 21,000 snowmobil‘es have been registered
each year. Approximately $10,000 has been spent or i8 committed to date, and the
department currently has approximately $50,000 set aside with which to develop facilities.

Expenditure of this money has been slowy partly due to the early complexities
of setting up a new program and formulating guidelines. a copy of which is attached to
this report.

These guidelines were distributed widely to department personnel, the state
snowmobile association and to numerous individuals and clubs. No adverse comments
were received and these guidelines were adopted as policy.

An early proposal for a parking area on Waldron Creek which was accepted as a
pilot project broyght to light a serious problem that has further limited the expenditure
of these funds.|/The legislation clearly restricts the department's expenditures to
development and enforcement, No maintenance expense such as snow removal or purchase
of grooming equipment can be charged to these funds. These restrictions have made it
impossible to consider many otherwise worthwhile proposals.

The following projects are either completed. under gonstruction, or in the planning
stages. .

WALDRON CREEK (North Fork of Teton Biver, Teton County)

Project Scope: Conceived as pilot project in 1975. Provides parking for approxi-
mately 15 vehicles, sanitary facilities, and signing, Construction on USFS land.

Approximate cost: $2, 500

Status: Project completed. Sanitary facllity maintenance assumed by USFS. Snow
removal was initially paid for by Choteau Snowmobhile Club and i8 now being done by
operator of adjacent ski area.

VANCE HILL (North Fork of Flathead River, Flathead County)

Project Scope: Signing, dozer work and brush removal on approximately one-half
mile of trail. On USFS land.

Approximate cost: $300

Status: Project completed. No maintenanoa peoaasary.




HB 340

Proposed expenditures for a snowmobile safety education program.

Fipures are based on a Department of Revenue Fiscal Notc figure of 3104,000
gasoline tax (.3%). Assuming 15% of this used each of the first two years
and 10% for each of the following years, the follow;ng expenditures would
be suggested:

First Two Years

Public Service Announcement ‘ $ 200
Instructor Manuals - o 300
Student Manuals ' L 5,000
Postage , © 2,500
16 mm. safety film . 300
Slide series ' 200
Administration \ 4,000
Misc. printing ’ o 200
Workshops 2,400
Audio-visual equipment o 500

$15,600

Following Years

Public Service Announcement $ 150
Instructor Manuals A 100
Student Manuals 2,600
Postage : 1,100
Film maintenance ' 50
Administration s 4,000
Misc. printing ' : - 200
Workshop ! 1,600
Audio-visual equipment ‘ 600

~ - $T0,400

D 8 Walllle
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My name is Larry Tobiason, Executive Vice President of the Montans
Automcbile Association,

I rise in opposition to HB 340, not because we are anti-snowmobile
users, but because we believe there is a far greater need for this money
to be left in the Highway Account and be used for maintenance and construc-

tion of our present Highway system.

A \s-rn’fdﬂ(j S
-roads are deterlorating rapidly.

Many of our roads and streets were built decades ago and are dangerous
presenting hazards to life and property. According to the Highway Depart-
ment at least 2,843 miles of primary and rural extenkion highways urgently

need repalr and upgrading today to carry todays traffic., At 1977 prices

} fit Reviny beu
f-or '5"“”(?.‘:".4\‘“0"\. ’rf\ oty

this would cost approximately 992 million dollars. This does not include
the Secondary or Urban roadways that are in need of repair or replacement.
In addition there are a total of 146 bridges that need replaced due to

vither structural or width deficiencles.

Wiy do these conditions exist? Xor one thing, extremists among enviromient-

4lists, mass transit enthusiasts and urban planners have made headway in convincin:
state and government officials, editorial"wri'parqf snd other opinion leadzrs thut

we should stop investing money in hinhways.

In many cases, road tax revenues that should be used golely tfor construc-

tion and repair have been diverted to other uses without full public realization

. ‘4.

of tne consequences,

/e feel we must complete, upﬂrade and maintainlour networP of hipghways wnd
1rid ¢s in Montana first. Rural and urban rogdways must be made safer and more
modern, lontana is a very moblle state, and without a ~ood svstem of hirhuavs

Tontana will take a st@p backwards.' Even snowmobile users need good hilnrayrs

to pet to those remote areas to use th 1r machinEb.‘

I ssk this committee to weigh tna & §tmbney and set the prlorjcvo

Whether it be best used for snowmobilbf“ at yopld only bmneiit a chosen
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l\ud roads and streets can cause unwary
dlivers to have an average of 79,400 highway
accidents a year in the state of Ohio alone, says
] undertaken by a Washington, D. C. -
group called The Road Information
bgram .. TRIP
fumman error was preseut in almost all of the
$i0.882 highway accidents reported in this state
during 1975, bui something like 21.4 percent of
e probably would not have occurred except
obsolete road and design engineering . . .or
™ east so says TRIP in their latest set of fin-
dips.
!‘ltcd as instances causing mishaps and

etimes fatalities were such as sharp curves,
cp dips, pavement edge drop - offs and
trow Janes . . as well as worn - down
shoulders, roadside obstructions, restricted
At distances and inadequate warning signs.
nd, where there are injuries, there is ex-
1Ise .$471.9 million in hospital costs,
property damage and payments Lo accident
victims and survivors, also in '75.
general lack of sufficient funding not-
'hstanding. 1t is all too obvious there are far
many miles tand miles) of streets and
roadways built for the driving habits and
vehicles of decades past. This in itself is like
iger Jurking around the corner.
n reality, an estimated 18.8 percent of Ohio’s
™ s were designed for the lighter vehicles and
slaVkened traffie volume of the 1920’s and 1930’s
xnd these roads have not been modernized

- hoaas, dtreets
- Can Be Killers

for the oft - stated dollars and cents reason.

Ohio must begin an aggressive modernizing
concept for its obsolete, dangerotis roads and
must do it post haste. - '

In the end, the public pays for inadequate -

roads in escalated accldent costs. The money,

therefore, is going to flow, so why not have it

flow in such a manner as to be truly beneficial?

Here are some other facts which serve {o point -

up what has been stated here.

(1) Each year, Ohio highway accidents from
all causes result in an average of 1,800 fatalities
and 151,000 injuries. : R

(2) Seventy percent of the accidents are
reported in metropolitan urban areas, 15 per-
cent oceur on turppikes and state rural high-
ways, and the other 15 percent happen on local
rural roads. ‘ :

MOHIO MUST BEGIN AN

- AGGRESSTVE MODERNIZING
CONCEPT FOR ITS 0BSO-
LETE, DANGEROUS ROADS

~AND MUST DO IT POST
HASTE."

(3) The average cost per reported accident is
$3,700, an increase of $900 since 1971. (The total
includes hospital charges, damage pa)fments,_

and so forth).

(4) In addition to the accidents 'causéd by
human error and obsolete roads, 15.4 percent  GREENVILLE DAILY ADVOCATE
are attributed to weather and 11.6 ‘percent to

vehicle failure.

Summary: If we are to operate our motor P.M. - CIRC. 10,300
vehicles in a safe and sane manner, obeying th
55 mph speed limit and taking into conslderati
the welfare of others, we must first have ifh-
proved reads , . .roads that keep in step with fhe
drummer of modern trends.

GREENVILLE, 0.

JUN-16-76

Today’s Editorial
Road to rising prices

Tired of being told of spring flood here,
summer drought there and f{all [rost somewhere
else have wiped out this or that crop and that the
family food bill is going up, up, up? :

Well, try this one on as a reason for increasing
food prices: the deterioration of the nation’s
rural roads and bridges.

The price you pay for beans or beef or

anything else has transportation costs cranked
into it. If bad roads wear down a farmer’s or a
hauler’s truck, or a dangerous bridge forces him
to take an extensive detour, the cost of the
repairs or the extra gasoline is figured into the
selling price of what he carries.

FONTANA, CALIF.

HERALD & NEWS
D. 5,558
SAN BERNARDINO METROPOLITAN AREA

Multiply this by the tens of thousands across
the country and inadequate roads can have a
real effect on your grocery bill, says The Road
Information Program (TRIP), a highway-
oriented research and information group based
in Washington, D.C.

The railroads have abandoned about 40,000
miles of track since 1938, TRIP notes, and have
proposed dropping another 7,000 miles, mostly in
rural areas. This increases the burden on
existing roads for trucking food to market.
Already trucks handle about 75 per cent of all
food products.

Yet the Federal Highway Administration
considers more than a third of America’s rural

roads — a total of 1.2 million miles — to be
“intolerable’”’ because of ruts, bumps, patches
and potholes.

Not only that, but about one out of every six of
the couniry's 560,000 bridges is dangerous, says
Sen. Jennings Randolph (D-W.Va.), chairman of
the Senate Public Works Committee. This
doesn’t mean they will fall down tomorrow. It
does mean that they are not safe for the loads
they are carrying.

What's _the answer? According to TRIP, a

concerted, sustained effort to repair and




mend development of them firgt for the
financial statements of federal, state,
and local government units.

Ben L. Trykowskx
Assistant Professor, Finance
California State University
Los Angeles

Senator Lee Metealf (D-Mont.) seems to
have a personal grudge against accoun-
tunts. He is making charges without
documentation and is suggesting that
the federnl government wet rulen and
standards of accountuney. This is hard
to ewallow. What har happened to our
(rec-enterprise system? As o future CPa,
I feel that the publicity from this report
is bound to have a long-term impact on
the public opinion of accountancy.

Peter B. Oliver
Albany, N. Y.

in proper perspsctive

We at Texasgulf thoroughly enjoyed

your bullish story, “Why métals markets
have started rising” (Commodities, Feb.
7).

1 would like to draw your attention;
however, to the statement that tin is
“. .. the only major nonferrous metal
not mined in North America. . .”

You will be interested to know that

Texasgulf mines tin as a byproduct of
our zinec-copper-silver production at the
Kidd Creek Mine near Timmins, Ont.
Since 1974 Texasgulf has produced
approximately 1,525,000 lb. of tin in the
concentrates from the Kidd Creek
Mine.

William D. Askin
Texasgulf
New York
8 Texasgulf’s tin production since 197}
has been equivalent to ahout % of 1% of
U S tin comsom plan.

Defending the highways

BUSINESS WEEK makes some surprising
leaps in logic for “Close out the trust
fund” (Editorials, Jan. 17).

While acknowledging that the nation's
“highways are deteriorating at an
alarming rate,” the editorial calls for a
windup to the user-supported trugt fund
that pays for most hlghway upgrading.
That's one leap.

-The second is to suggest that the
people who have paid highway-user
taxes for over 50 years should continue
to be taxed

o be (at 8 sales tax rate pear
20%) to support something “better.

THe inevitable result would be that

successful transportation modes—such
as highway and motor-vehicle transpor-

LA vt S i 2
tation—would be called upon to bail out
meﬂ‘ment rail and transil systems. >

Peter G. Koltnow
President -
Highway Users Federation 7
Washington (y _ \
</ GA \\
In reading “Textiles threaten to test an”
alliance” (International business, Jan.
31), 1 was appalled by the statement:
“The U], ditle hoet by Tingwrta, enger
to win political capital among such
midionu an Kovew, Taiwan, and Rravil,
and convinced that changes in the
present pact would unleash full-scale
protectionism, does not want to restrict
the import levels set by the agree-
ment.”
" Unless something is done to restrict
imports of textiles into the U. 8., we will
have little or nothing left of what was

Comparatively speaking

~once a flourishing and profitable part of

the U. 8. industrial picture. ‘

Maybe what is needed today is a :
strong “Buy American” campaign. _

Morton W. Levi B

Philadelphia >
8 The intended poml was that the U. S.
has suffired somewhat less from im-
ports than the European Community, a
major economic ally.
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NECESSITY FOR HIGHWAY FULDS

January 24, 1971

L. Elimination of Ry. ~ Need Highway o
'5b report to '57 ses. page 17 : : . }7/1
"of 505 cilies, towns and unincorporafed v1llapes/r37"not served by Ry."
Incl. three County seats
Broadus
Ekalaka
Jordan

2. Industrial Growth
‘1. Agriculture
2. Mining
3. Lumber
4, o0il
* 5. Tourist '56 Rep. page 20
"One-day Additional stay $20,000,000 per year"
Using 1969 figures an additional day would be approximately
$37,000,000 per year.
6. Education
7. Postal Service

* 8., Employment

3. Secondary Roads - Farm to market
1956 report - Eng. Study
Construction cost - page 60
20 years ('56 to '76) $232,541,000 :
Now Highway Department is considering waintenance
Cost $6,700,000 Page 66 ~ '56 Rep.
4, Streets SB 203 ('67) $2,500,000
'56 Report, page 67
Streets 2% of mileage - carry 15% of travel.
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TESTIMONY SUPPORTING THE PASSAGE OF HB-221

Snowmobile sound levels have dropped dramatically in the past

six years and new snowmobiles being sold today are 94% quieter

than their counterparts from the 1968 era. Perhesps the reduction

in noise emissions is best dramatized when you consider that it
would take 252 modern snowmobiles, all accelerating at full
throttle, to equal the sound of just ane 1968 unmuffled snowmobile,

Needless to say, this sound reduction was not achieved painlessly.
Many millions of dollars of developement and manufacturing costs
have been paid already by snowmobilers through out North America,
In 1970-71, there were more than 100 manufacturers producing
snowmobiles, but today just elght companies remain that are able
and willing to produce today's quiet srowmobiles.,

In state after state and in province after province,the.snowmobile
sound level problem i1s viewed by the public and government officials
as having been resolved. As a consequence, all of Canada and 25 of

the 31 snowbelt states simply require thst new snowmobiles continue

to meet today's quiet sound level, Fhey recaognize that new snowmobiles
are already quieter than virtually any other motorized transportation
product, and in most cases dramatically so.

In each of the six remaining states currently requiring future
sound levels more restrictive than 78 db(A), the requirements

are being changed, The situation facing the snowmobile community
in Montana,:the last of the jurisdictions in North America to
require a change, is especially acute because the Montana
Leglslature is not scheduled to meet in 1978, Thus, unless.action
is taken during this session, Montana may heve the notoriety of
being the only state or province in North America banning the
sale of new snowmchiles.

The snowmobile industry is committed to continuing progress

in the area of sound level reduction wherever technolagically

and economically feasible. However, it is simply unable to
produce machines in compliance with Montana's law as now written,
Moreover, the need for further reduction simply cannat be shown.

Montana officials cannot justify their lew on grounds of any real
need, fven the EPA has removed spowmobiles from their list of
major noise sources in the United States., This action by the EPA
was a result of a two year study. This study elso determined that
78 db(A) should be the maximum allowabls noise level for snowmobiles,

3
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T & W SPORTLAND = -
3939 BROOKS :
MissouLa, MONTANA 59801
PHONE 542-0394 .
March 15, 1977

Legislature
State of FMontana
Helena, Mont.

RE: House Bill 221

Regarding House Bill 221 and the provision to reduce the
snowmobile decibel rating from the present 78 to 73, we urge
you to leave the DB rating at 78. At the present time there
are no snowmobile manufacturers who can comply with the 73,
and they have no plans which would enable them to do so.

This provision would put all the snowmobile dealers in

the state of lMontana out of business and would also greatly reduce
the revenue to the state from the recreation of snowmobiling.

We feel there is no reason to reduce the decibel rating
on snowmobiles and that to do so would be unfair to the dealers
and to the public.
Again, we urge you to leave the decibel le.el at 73.
Sincerely
W SPORTLAND

WAJF § ,{,)2 b el
Kobert R. Hellander

General hanager

BItH/db

s



2900 RESERVE STREET » MISSOULA, MONTANA 59801 « (406) 543-3153

March 14, 1977

Mr. Frank Dunkle
Fish & Game Department

Gentlemen:

This letter is to notify you that Mr. Everett E. Woodgerd is
our representative to represent our views on H.B. #221. We
understand that the public hearing is to be held this week
and have asked Mr. Woodgerd to represent us at this public
hearing.

Yours very truly,

Hﬂypﬁ,ci7fgy
/
[N e
/ /[( 7/ [,
Btfuce L. Peterson
Owner - General Manager

BLPjp





