
MINUTES 

FISH AND GAME COWITTEE 

MONTANA STATE SENATE 

March 16, 1977 

The twenty-first meeting of the Fish and G a n i e  Commit- 
tee was called to order by Chairman Dunkle at 8:00 A.M., in 
Room 405 of the State Capitol Building. 

ROLL CALL: All members were present with the excep- 
tion of Senator Warden, who was excused. 

CONSIDERATION OF HB 158, an act to clarify the law 
relating to registration of snowmobiles; providing a $3 re- 
cording fee; deleting annual registration-requirements other 
than obtaining an annual tax-paid decal; and amending the 
definition of "snowmobile" to exclude all-terrain vehicles. 

Representative Steve Waldron, Chief Sponsor of the 
bill, asked that the committee set the bill aside until certain 
amendments to it could be drawn. 

CONSIDERATION OF HB 159, an act to impose a penalty for 
failure to register a snowmobile during the grace period fol- 
lowing transfer of the snowmobile and to change the grace 
period for obtaining a tax-paid decal from 10 to 20 days. 

Chairman Dunkle announced that HB 159 would also be set 
aside momentarily. 

CONSIDERATION OF HB 340, an act to provide a portion of 
the fuel- tax for development and maintenance of snowmobile 
facilities. Representative Russell Baeth, Chief Sponsor of 
the bill, introduced Mr. Ken Hoovestol, of the Montana Snow- 
mobile Association, who spoke in support of the bill. H e  said 
gasoline used in snowmobiles is for off-road purposes, thus 
the state highway tax paid on this fuel should be refunded to 
a designated fund and earmarked for snowmobile facility de- 
velopment, maintenance and operation. (Attachment #I). 

~egislative Co-Chairman of the Montana Snowmobile 
Association, Mr. Everett Woodgerd, spoke in support of HB 340. 
He stated that on an average a snowmobile gets 95.8 miles to 
the gallon. 

Mr. Ron Holliday, Administrator of the Recreation and 
Parks Division of the Montana Fish and Game Department, present- 
ed a statement which included a run-Zown on the snowmobile 
facility development report, guidelines for proposed snowmobile 
area development projects, and a law enforcement report. 
(Attachment #2) . 
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Mr. Don Malmberg of the Montana Fish and Game Depart- 
ment presented proposed expenditures fqr a snowmobile safety 
education program. (Attachment # 3 ) ,  

Chairman Dunkle asked if there were any other proponents 
and then called for opponents to $he bill. 

Mr. Larry Tobiason, representing the American Auto- 
mobile Association of Helena, spoke in opposition to HB 
340. He said the money being diverted can best be used in the 
Highway Trust Account. (Attachment #4). 

Mr. Earl Moritz, representing the Highway Users Federa- 
tion quoted figures from a Montana Highway Department "Monthly 
Motor Fuel Tax Report," dated December 1976, and a Highway 
Department "Planning and Research Bureau Comparisons of Motor 
Fuel Tax Collections and Refunds" report. He said at the present 
time 1 million dollars are being diverted from the highway 
fund for motorboats, snowmobiles, highway safety, etc. 

He quoted from articles taken from the magazine, TRIP 
(February, 1977) and also read a statement of the necessity for 
highway funds. (Attachments #5,  #6, and #7) . He mentioned that 
at the present time, half of the gasoline tax goes for the main- 
tenance of highways, and Montana is still unable to keep up with 
maintenance. 

Chairman Dunkle asked Representative Baeth to close. 
Representative Baeth stated that snowmobiling is the third 
largest sport in Montana. 

Mr. James Beck of Helena testified as an individual in 
opposition to HB 340. He said in these times of energy crises 
and in view of the dwindling supply of fossil fuels, he thinks 
the legislature should not eqcourage the use of gasoline for 
recreational purposes. 

Chairman Dunkle asked for questions. 

Senator Manley asked if anyone had an idea of approxi- 
mately what percentage of the gasoline sold was used by snow- 
mobiles. Mr. Beck said that a representative of the Snowmobile 
Association said they use 80 gallon per year on an average. 

Mr. Hoovestol said studies they have conducted have 
pointed out that snowmobiles are consuming more than the . 3  
percent figure and that the . 3  percent figure his association 
is requesting is much less than what i s  actually being consumed. 
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Senator Galt asked if there were any figures indicating 
how much the refund is for off-road use of gasoline. Mr. 
~Ioovestol said the snowmobilers have not been asking for re- 
funds because keeping records is too difficult. He said very 
few people apply for a refund. 

Chairman Dunkle asked the committee secretary to obtain 
copies of Mr. Holliday's report and distribute them to the com- 
mittee. 

Senator Lensink asked Mr. Beck of the Montana Department 
of Highways if he knew how much gasoline is consumed by lawn 
mowers in the State of Montana. Mr. Beck replied that he did 
not know. 

Senator Manley asked how much of the gasoline tax is 
for oil. Mr. Beck said as far as he knew the tax on oil is 
strictly federal tax, and there is no state tax. 

Chairman Dunkle closed the hearing on HB 340. 

RECONSIDERATION OF HB 159: Representative Steve 
Waldron, Chief Sponsor of the bill, went through it. He said 
it would increase the grace period allowed for titling snow- 
mobiles. He said he wanted to make the title transfer similar 
between snowmobiles and motor vehicles. It was noted by Rep- 
resentative Waldron that if the county treasurer has one pro- 
cedure set up to follow, it makes it easier for him. He also 
said the bill would provide a method of enforcement. 

Senator Dunkle asked if there were any other proponents 
or opponents. Since there were none, he called for questions 
from the committee. 

There being no questions, Chairman Dunkle closed the 
h e a r i n g  on HB 159 at 9:10 A.M. 

Senator Lowe made a motion that HB 159 be concurred 
in. Senator Smith said he wanted to discuss it further, so 
no action was taken. 

CONSIDERATION OF HB 221, an act to maintain snowmobile 
noise standards at the levels prescribed to take effect June 
30, 1975. 

Representative William Menahan, Chief Sponsor of the 
bill, turned the discussion over to Mr. Hoovestol. Mr. Hooves- 
to1 read a statement from the Montana Snowmobile Association. 
(Attachment #8). This was in support of HB 221. He said the 
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the snowmobile industry is committed to continuing progress in 
the area of sound level reduction wherever technologically and 
economically feasible. However, it is simply unable to produce 
machines in compliance with Montana's law as now written. More- 
over, according to Mr. Hoovestol, the need for further reduction 
sirnply cannot be shown. 

Chairman Dunkle asked for other proponents. Mr. Everett 
Woodgerd read letters from three snowmobile dealers, in support 
of HB 221. (Attachments #9, #lo, and #lL). 

Mr. Don Malmberg of the Montana Fish and Game Department 
presented a written statement in support of HB 221. He said the 
bill provides that snowmobile sound levels be maintained at the 
present level. (Attachment #12) . 

After discerning there were no questions from the com- 
mittee, Senator Dunkle closed the hearing. 

DISPOSITION OF HB 221: Senator Manley made a motion 
that HB 221 BE CONCURRED IN. The motion was seconded by Senator 
Smith and carried unanimously. 

Senator Manley agreed to carry the bill on the floor. 

ADJOURNMENT: Chairman Dunkle adjourned the meeting at 
9 : 2 0  A.M. 

&& 
SENATOR FRANK DUNKLE, CHAIRMAN 
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thLr4 reading bf Lafl 

STATE PIJB. C O .  
Iielena, Mont. 
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1iB-340  

I n  e u p p o r t  o f  HB-340 

G a s o l i n e  u s e d  i n  snowmobiles i o  fox o f f - r o a d  p u r p o e s o ,  t h u e  
t h e  s t a t e  h i g h w a y  t a x  p a i d  on t h i s  f u e l  c h o u l d  b e  r e f u n d e d  t o  
a d e s i g n a t e d  f u n d  e n d  mermarkod  for e n o w m o b i l a  f a c i l i t y  
d e v e l o p m e n t ,  m e i n t e n s n c ~  a n d  o p e r e t i o n ,  

A l t h c u y h  o n l y  o n e  o f  many c o n c e r n s ,  p a r k i n g  f a c i l i t i e s  a t  t r a i l  
h e a d s  are t h e  m o s t  c r y i n g  n e e d .  T h e  a l i m i n e t i o n  o f  p a r k i n g  a n d  
t r a f f i c  c o n g e s t i o n  i n  t h e s e  ereas would b e  r g r e a t  b e n e f i t  t o  
t h e  y e n e r a l  p u b l i c  as w e l l  oo t h e  e n o w m a b j l s c .  

The b o a t e r s  o f  Mon tana  c u r r e n t l y  enjoy p u b l i c  d o c k s ,  l o a d i n g  
r e ~ n p s a n d  o t h e r  f a c i l i t i s i a  p a i d  f o r  by  t h e  r e t u r n  o f  t h e i r  
h i y h w a y  t a x  d o l l a r e ,  

T h e  s p o r t s  of b o a t i n g  and snowmobiling ars more c l o s e l y  r e l a t e d  
t h a n  w i t h  a n y  o t h e r  s p o r t .  T h e y  e re  b o t h  f a m i l y  s p o r t s ,  b o t h  e r e  
l i m i t e d  t o  a b o u t  t h o  sama  l e n g t h  a e a e o n ,  b o t h  o p e r a t e  i n  c e r t a i n  
a r e a s  a n d  u n d e r  c o n t r o l l e d  c i r c u m s t e n c e a ,  n e i t h e r  h a v e  a d i r e c t  
i m p a c t  o n  t h e  g r o u n d ,  and  b o t h  r e q u i r e  v e h i c u l a r  a n d  t r a i l e r  
p a r k i n g  f a c i l i t i e s ,  e n d  b o t h  u e e  @ b o u t  t h e  same a m o u n t  o f  f u e l  per  yedr. 

The  a t t a c h e d  r e p o r t  " R q c r e a t i a n a l  u s e  o f  t a x e e  o n  s n o w m o b i l e  f u e l "  
p r e p a r e d  by  t h e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  S n o w m o b i l e  I n d u e t r y  A s s o c i a t i o n ,  
s h o w s  e x a m p l e s  o f  o f f - r o a d  f u e l  t a x  u g a g o  i n  e i x  s t a t e s .  

The a t t a c h e d  r e p o r t  " G a s o l i n e  t a x e e  end t h o  Montana  S n o w m o b i l e r "  
i s  t h e  r e s u l t  o f  a x t e n e i v s  e u r v a y e  c o n d u c t e d  n e t i o n w i d a .  T h i s  s t u d y  
shows an a v e r a g e  c o n o u m p t i o n  a t  80.5 g e l l o n s  o f  gas p e r  y p a r  p e r  
s n o w m a b i l e .  T h i s  f i g u r e  uee e u b a t a n t i a t s d  by a s u r v e y  c o n d u c t e d  
a t  r andom by t h e  Mon tana  S n o w m o b i l e  A e e o c i a t i o n .  The MSA s u r v e y  
s h o w e d  81 g e l l u n s  p e r  y e a r  p e r  m a c h i n a .  

T h r e e  f a c t o r s  l e a d  u s  t o  b e l i e v e  t h e t  t h i s  r e p o r t  as v e r y  much on  
tlbe c o n b e r v a t i v s  s i d e 1  ( 1 )  Tha a u r v r y  was c o n d u c t e d  i n  1974 d u r i n g  
t h e  h e i g h t  o f  t h e  e n e r g y  c r i e e a ,  ( 2 )  T h i s  r e p o r t  o n  t h o  number  o f  
m a c h i n e e  o p e r a t i n g  i n  M o n t a n a  d o e 6  noO i n c l u d a  m a c h i n e s  s o l d  p r i o r  
to 1970 o r  t h o s e  s o l d  t h i e  1976-77 t e a e o n ,  ( 3 )  These f i g u r e s  d o  n o t  
reflect t h a  l a r g e  v o l u m e ~ o f  gar u s e d  by o u t  ~f s t e t 8  t o u r i ~ t e .  

W i t h  t h e  a b o v e  f a c t ~ r e  i n  mind, wm f8ml j u m t i f i s d  $n o u r  c la im 
t o  6 /10  o f  o n e  p a r c e n t  o f  t h e  t o t a l  r t a t o  ,fu81 tax p a l $ s c t e d .  



A I J I ~ I T I u I ~ A L F A C T S  T O  CONSIDER I N  SUPPORT QF MB-340 

L O C ~ L  govarnmunt  w i l l  ~ e c e $ v r  Jrrgr aharr of the  monise t h r u  
c o n t r a c t s  f o r  snou removal and lacrL govrrnndant will be the recapient  
o f  a d d i t i o n a l  year-round recgqe$ionel  t r p / l i t j . # r ,  

' I 

G o v e r n o r  Judge was the apanmqr ~f fhg biJ,a %hat xmfundad t h e  o f f -  
road f u e l  t a x  monism t o  t h r  bqgtprn,';vhpfi k r  wma In the  Senate. 

, 

We a u p p o r t  e camnittee aa~ndmpnt t p  ~ p a y i d a  15s a t  thesr  monios 
t h e  f i r s t  yeer, and 10s rnnuelly thmrrnftir f a r  t h e  development 
a n d  implementat ion of e c o n p r o h ~ n ~ i . v r  8nnwm~bi la  r e f e t y  and 

. :  e d u c a t i o n  program. 

We s u p p a r t  t h e  anendmarat r a  ~.tjgmmmn~md thm t.chnic.1 note  on  
t h e  fiscal n o t r  f o r  HB-340 I t 3  

S n o w m o b i l i n g  iu a t i l l  the  t h i r d 1 1  frr)rr) qrawing @ p o r t  i n  America. 

I l O N T A N A  E C D N O F l l C  I M P A C T  ASSESSMENT 

O p e r e t i n g  snowmobilse (es t imated)  
v e r i f i e d  by Indust ry  eh$pmept f i g u r e a  - - - 30,000 

S n o w m o b i l e  Ueara  (ea t imetsd)  ( cenor rve t i v r )  - - - - -100,000 

Annual sales of  new and uaed snpwrnobiAsr 
end t r a i l q r o  - - - - - W , 9 1 1 , 1 J 1 *  

Annual Value o f  Accessory purchsror o ~ d  repair8 - $ 2 , 5 5 6 , 3 8 2 .  
A n n u a l  expenditures for  gas and ~d.1 

used i n  onowmobile) - - - - - $ 1 , 2 3 0 , 6 2 8 .  
State g a s o l i n e  t a x a s  1 . 0 7 7 5  cmnle par gallon - - $ \ 7 4 , 4 3 5 . *  
Expenditurea on t r d p s  end outsnge - - - - - - * * 31,869,405. 
Insurance E x p e n d i t u r e s  - r - - - - - - - - - - $ 601,140. 

T O T A L  annual  expendi turea  
( *  n o t  inc lud ing  the  a t a t r  0.e taw)S15,176,68d. . + 

5 

N o t e : -  A d d i t i o n a l l y  hundreds o f  thousandr of  dol lar8  an wages 
are p a i d  t o  $has# pm layad i n  g n o p m o b i L ~  @ a l e s t  r e r v i c e  
and s u p p o r t  yole* .  ; fi.'~ q$.t@ and. S O U ~ ~ ~ @ S  thus b r n a f i t  
directly t h r ~ u g h  ~ p d i f  $an.,$ ' J s b i  d u r i n ~  thm tradltionslly 
h i g h  unsmployaont' ~bntrre prr/od* klclreover, augmczntad 
rintcrtimr ecanonic +c t$v&t#  ~ Q ~ ~ C I C I  the of 
c a p i  t o 1  nouenpnl), '4p .&t)q$? -* p e ~ # ~ t % y @  @ ~ e n @ m i c  @q*nluAwn t . - 9 * ? ,', :2+, > , ; : I % !  ' ' .  i" 



S N O W M O L 3 1 1 , E  F A C I L I T Y  DEVELOPMENT R E P O I i T  

A s  a result of concerted efforts by the state snowmobile association, the 43rd 
legislative session, in 1975, passed a law, Senate Bill 254, which required that all snow- 
mobiles be assessed an annual $2.00 registration fee which was earmarked for use by 
the Montana Department of Fish and Game. One-half of this fee was allocated to the 
Recreatio~~ and I'arks Division for devolopment pf enomobiling facilities and one-half 
was allocated to the Enforcement Division for enforcement of snowmobile laws. 

Sirice passage of this bill, from 17,000 to 21,000 snowmobiles have been registered 
each year. Approximately $10,000 hae been spent Qr is committed to date, and the 
department currently has approximately $50,000 eet aside with which to develop facilities. 

J Expenditure of this money has been slow, partly due to the early complexities 
of setting up a new program and formulating guidelines, a copy of which is  attached to 
this report. 

These guidelines were distributed widely to department personnel, the state 
snowmobile association and to numerous individuals and clubs. No adverse comment8 
were received and these guidelines were adopted as policy. 

An early proposal for a parking area on Waldron Creek which was accepted as a 
pilot project bro ht to light a serious problem that has further limited the expenditure 
of these funds. $ he legislation clearly regtricts the department's expenditures to 
developn~ent and enforcement. No nlaintenance expense such as snow removal or  purchase 
of grooming equipment can be charged to these funds. These restrictions have made it 
impossible to consider many otherwise worthwhile proporaals. 

The following projects are  either completed, ,unBey oonstructlon, o r  in the planning 
stages. 

W A L D R 0 N C R E E K (North Fork of Teton River, Tebn County) 

Project Scope: Conceived a s  pilot project in 1975. Provides parking for approxi- 
mately 15 vehicles, sanitary facilities, and signing, Conatruction on USFS land. 

Approximate cost: $2,500 
Status: Project completed. Sanitary facility maintenance assumed by USFS. Snow 

removal was initially paid for by Choteau Snowmobile Club  and is now being done by 
operator of adjacent slti area. 

VA N C E 1 I L I (North Fork of Flathead River, Flathead County) 

Project Scope: Signing, dozer work end brush removal on approxinlately one-half 
mile of trail. On USFS land. 

Approximate cost: $300 
Status: Project completed. No maintengn~s pqosssrry, 

i i' :' 1 %  * +. , ? . 



Pr.oposed expendi tures  f o r  a snowmobile s a f e t y  educa t ion  program. 

i'igurr!r; arc h ~ s e d  on a Department of Revenue F i s c a l  Note figurle of $10L1,000 
gdsol i n e  t a x  ( - 3 % ) .  Assuming 15% of t h i s  used each o f  the f i r s t  two y e a r s  
arid 10% f o r  each o f  t h e  fo l lowing  y e a r s ,  t h e  following expendi tures  would 
be sugges ted :  

F i r s t  Two Years 

P u b l i c  Se rv i ce  Announcement 
I n s t r u c t o r  Manuals 
S tudent  Manuals 
Postage 
1 6  mm. s a f e t y  f i l m  
S l i d e  s e r i e s  
Adminis t ra t ion  
Misc. p r i n t i n g  
Workshops 
Audio-visual equipment 

Following Years 

P u b l i c  Se rv i ce  Announcement 
I n s t r u c t o r  Manuals 
S t  udent Manuals 
Postage 
Film maintenance 
Adminis t ra t ion  
Misc. p r i n t i n g  
Workshop 
Audio-visual equipment 



i . ~  name i E Larry Tobiason, Executive Vice Pres ident  of the b n t a n a  

Aut oir:cbile Association, 

I rise i n  opposition to  HB 340, not  because we a r e  anti-snowmobile 

users, but because we believe there is; a far grea tor  need f o r  t h i s  Inorley 

?o be l e f t  i n  the Highway Account and bs used f o r  maintenance and construc- 

tion of o u r  present Highway system, 
/ q , , l L t t  t drl(j:> 

roads a r e  de te r io ra t ing  rapidly. 

Many of our roads and streets wem built decades ago and aro dangerous 

pl-essnt ing hazards t o  l j f e  and property. According to t he  Highway Depart- 

rrrorlt a t  l eas t  2,84.3 miles of primary end rural e h n k i o n  highways u r ~ e n t l y  

need r epa i r  and upgrading today t o  carry todays t r a f f i c .  At 1977 prices 
c ( , n s l r u c t r i f i ,  r Z : ,  . . .  :kt u 1 . 4 ,  . F:: 5 ~ .  ,-,-.. 6 , .by c > r l J l y ,  

th i s  wod-d cost  approximataly 992 million dollars. Thj s does not inc lude  

t h e  Secondary o r  Upban roadways that are in need of repafr  o r  replacement. 

In addi t ion there are a t o t a l  of  146 bridges that need replacod duo to 

o i t h e r  structural o r  width deficiencies. 

Jny do these conditions exist? Tor one thing? ex$mris ts anlong eilvirorcneilt- 

aJ - i s  Ls, II~E~YS transit en th l~s ias ta  and urban planners have made iiealway convirlci-n 
I 

:,tam ruzd government officials, e d i t o r i a l  wr i@rs  a d  other  opinion leaiisrs L ! l : ~ t  

wc sii0U1~ s top investing money in highways* 

3:n I n ~ q r  cases, road t a x  revenues $,hat gho3d be used solel;;. fcr  c o r ~ s t i ~ ~ c -  

ti011 and repa i r  have been diverted to otller u$a@ d't11out ful.1 p~blic s e n l l z a t i o l l  
I ,  

of' t.lle c;unsequences, 
. I  

~lt:  feel we must complete, upcrade and mabtaln o - u  netwo~Ic of l~izi;tsey:? L ~ l d  

1 1.1 t; jn ilorltana first,  R u I ? ~  and u r b q  ro@~&~ys must tm made sruPor :LAJ m o ~  

I ,  ibntana is o very mobile s t a b , ,  &I@ w%thout a rood system of hi: 1. rays 

o n t a l a  wi3.1 take a s tep  backwards. Even s n o ~ q b i l p  users need jood hi:.!nrii;rs 

' .- 
to y e t  to tilose remote areas t o  use t%& m * o ~ b a i  . 

*.,, : '<! , , d \ : b  * . 'b 

, ,  . y  
, , . I  , 2 ,  % 

I tisli this committee t o  weigh the &;d i~ 'fbb I ql?ias Fney end se t  the p r i o r i t y .  
$ 6  , L 7 I .  " ' . , , f !  ' 

irhetller it be bes t  used for ~nowmbfie '~p$$&t~~;~'b$%, w$fi O* bunefit ~i losen  
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Koads, Streets 7 

- .  
Can Be Killers 

C O N C E P T  F O R  I T S  O U S O -  

U S T  D O  I T  P O S T  

Road to rising prices 

Tlred of being I old of spr~ng flood here, Mult~ply this by the tens of thousands across 
summer drought there and fall Irost somewhere the country and inadequate roads can have a 
else have w~ped out this or that crop and that the real effect on your grocery bill, says The Road 
family ftmd blll IS golng up, up, up? Information Program (TRIP), a hlghway- 

Well, try thls one on as a reason for increasing 
food prices the deterioration of the nation's 
rural roads and bridges. 

The prrce you pay for beans or beef or 
anything else has transportation costs cranked 
into it. If  bad roads wear down a farmer's or a 
Irauler's truck, or a dangerous bridge forces him 
to take an extensive detotir, the cost of the 
repairs or the extra gasoline is figured into the 
selling price of what he carries. 

FONTANA, CALIF. 
HERALD & NEWS 

D. 5,558 
S A N  BLKNAk'DINO METROPOLITAN AREA 

oriented research and information group based 
in Washington, D.C. 

The railroads have abandoned about 10,000 
miles of track since 1938, TRIP notes, and have 
proposed dropping another 7,000 miles, mostly in 
rural areas. This increases the burden on 
existing roads for trucking food to market. 
Already trucks handle about 75 per cent of all 
food products. 

Yet the Federal Highway Administratton 
considers more than a third of America's rural 
roads - a total of 1.2 millton mles  - to be 
"intolerable" because of ruts, bumps, patches 
and potholes. 

Not only tho t, but about one out of every six of 
the country's 50,000 bridges is dangerous, says 
Sen. Jennings Randolph (D-W.Va. ), chairman of 
the Senate Public Works Committee. This 
doesn't mean tbey wl l  fall down tomorrow. It 
does mean that they are not safe for the loads 
Uley are carrying. 



I - .  

I 1nt:nd development of them first for the 
Iinancial statements of federal, state, 

I and local government units. 
Ben I,. Trykowski 

Assihtant Professor, Finance 
California State Ilr? iversity I Ius  Angeles 

Senator l,ee Metcalf (I)-Mont.) seems to 
havc~ a personal grudge against accoun- 

b 
tlrnts. He is making charges without 
tlocun~er~tiition and is suggesting that 
\ he  fvcltll.t,l Ucrvt~rt~nro~\ \ t  #pi rule# u ~ t l  
~ 1 ; i n d ~ ~ i ~ d ~  of III~(.OII;I~UIICY. This is hard 

I to U W I I I I O M ~  'v+'il:~l I IQR I I ~ I ~ ~ I ~ ~ I I C ~ I I  to i111r 
~ ~ ' ~ ' C ' - C ' I I ~ ~ ' ~ ~ J I ' ~ S < '  ~ ~ ) S ~ I ' I I \ ' !  A S  f11kIW (:i'A, 
I feel that the publicity from this report 
is bound to have a long-term impact on 

I 
the puk~lic opinion of accountancy. 

Peter B. Oliver 
Albany, N. Y. 

In proper pwspective 

We a t  Texasgulf thoroughly enjoyed 
your bullish story, "Why metals markets 
have started ristng" (Commodities, Feb. 

J would like t.o draw your attention, 
however, u, the btatement that tin is 
". . . the only major nonferrous metal 
not mined in North America . . ." I You will be interested to b o w  that 

Texasgulf mines tin as a byproduct of 
our zinc-copper-silver production a t  the 
Kidd Creek Mine near Timmins, Ont. 
Since 1974 Texasgulf has roduced 
approximately I.SW.000 lb. of &n in the 
concentrates from the Kidd Creek 
Mine. 

William D. Askin 
Texasgulf 
New York 

Temugu(f8 t in  production uinre 1974 
hau been equi7)r~lc~rrt to clhout '1. rf 15% (fl 
(1, ,Y, ti?! ~ ~ I I ~ ~ I I I I I ~ ~ ~ ~ I I  

Dafandlng the hl~hwryr 

BUSINESS WEEK makes some surprising 
leaps in logic for "Close out the trust 
fund" (Editorials, Jan. 17). 

While acknowledging that the nation's 
"highways are  deteriorating a t  an 
alarming rate," the editorial calls for a 
windup to the user-supported trupt fund 
that pays for most highway umading.  
That's one leap. 

The second is to guggest that the 
people who have paid highway-user 
taxee for over 50 years should continue 

successful transportation modes-such 
as highway and motor-vehicle transpor- 

tation-wpuld be called upon to bail out 
inefficient rail and transit systems. 

iJeter G. KoKnow 
President 
Highway Users Fedel-ation 
Washington 

5 .  \ 
Comparatively speaking </ - .', 

-6 
I n  rtladiny "T~~xlil i~s thrratcbn to I P S ~  an 
alliance" (International busini:ss, Jan 
:]I), I ulas ~~llp~ille(l hy the sfirtt2tnc~nt. 
"l'llrl 11 H ,  1111Ii- I I I I I ~  I I V  I I I I ~ I I I I ~ ~ H ,  i*~tgv~ 
lo win p)lit~r.al riij)ilal iitnorlg such 
I I I ~ I  ~ ~ I I I M  I I Y  ~ C O I I + I { ,  ' I ' I I I , ~ I I I I .  1t11t1 111 11711. 

r ~ n d  convinced lhirt changcs 111 thc 
present pact would unleash full-scale 
protectionism, does not want to restrict 
the import levels set by the agree- 
ment.'' 

Unless son~ething is done to restrict 
imports of textiles into the IJ. S., we will 
have little or nothing left of what was 
once u flourishing and profitable part of 
the U. S. industrial picture. 

Maybe what is needed today IS a 
strong "Buy American" campaign. 

Morton W Levi 
Philadelphia 

J. 

I The intended point w m  that the 11. S. 
hcrs m d i  red sonlewhat less fi-otn rm- 
pods thaw the Europenfi Communtty ,  u 
major economic all@. 



NECESSITY FOR HIGIfiJhY FlJImZ 

January E l l + ,  1371 

I .  Elitnintltion of  Ry. - Need Hj.ghwny 
' 5 6  ~-c.part t o  '57 ses. page 17 17 q 
"of 505 ci t , ics ,  towns and unincorporatctl v i l l ages  M n o t  served by Ry." - 

I n c l .  tilree County seats  
Broadus 
Elralalca 
Jordan 

2. Industrial Growth 
1. Agriculture 
2. Mining 
3. Lwnber 
4. O i l  

Tourist  '56 Rep, page 20 
"one-day Addit ional  s t a y  $20,000, ~ G Q  per year" 

Using 1969 figures an additio1.31 clay t~oitld be a p p r o x i ~ a t e l y  
$37,000,000 per year. 

6 .  Educat ioii 
Posta l  Service 

* 8. hrploynlent 

3. Secondary Roads - Farm to market 
1.956 report  - Eng. Study 
Construction cost  - page 60 

20 years ( '% t o  '76) $232,541,009 
Now Highway Department i s  cons ider i l~g  i~:aintennnce 

Cost $6,700,000 Page 66 - ' 56 Rep. 

4. S t r e e t s  SB 203 ('67) $2,500,000 
' 56  Report, page 67 
St ree ts  of mileage - carry 15% of travel.  
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J a n u a r y  2 7 , 1 9 7 7  

T L S T I  M O N Y  SlJPPOFlT I N G  THE PAS!;AGE OF HE-221 

S n o w m o b i l e  s o u n d  l e v e l s  h a v e  d r o p p e d  d r g m a t i c a l l y  i n  t h e  p a s t  
s i x  y e a r s  a n d  new s n o w m o b i l e s  b e i n g  s o l d  t o d a y  a x e  2 4 %  q u i e t e r  
t h a n  t h e i r  c o u n t e r p a r t s  f r o m  t h e  1 9 6 0  e r a .  Parhsas t h e  r e d u c t i o n  
i n  n o i s e  e m i s s i o n s  i s  b e s t  d r a m a t i z e d  when y o u  c o n s i d e r  t h a t  i t  
r o u l d  t a k e  - 2 5 2  m o d e r n  s n o w m o b i l e s ,  a l l  a c c e l e r a t i n g  a t  f u l l  
t h r o t t l e ,  t o  e q u a l  t h e  s o u n d  o f  j u s t  one 1 9 6 8  u n m u f f l e d  s n o w m o b i l e .  

h e e d l e s s  t o  s a y ,  t h i s  s o u n d  r e d u c t i o n  w a s  n o t  e c h i e v e d  p a i n l a s s l y .  
l0\any m i l l i o n s  o f  d o l l a r s  o f  d e v e l o p e m e n t  a n d  m a n u f a c t u r i n g  c o s t s  
h a v e  b e e n  p a i d  a l r e a d y  b y  snowmobilers t h r o u g h  o u t  N o r t h  A m e r i c a .  
I n  1 9 7 0 - 7 1 ,  t h e r e  were m o r e  t h a n  100 m a n u f a c t u r e c s  p r o d u c i n g  
s n o w r n a b i l e s ,  b u t  t o d a y  j u s t  e i g h t  c o m p a n i e s  r e m a i n  t h a t  a r e  a b l e  
a n d  w i l l i n g  t o  p r o d u c e  t o d a y ' s  q u i e t  s ~ o w m o b i l e s .  

I n  s t a t e  a f t e r  s t a t e  a n d  i n  p r o v i n c e  a f t e r  p r o v i n c e , t h e - s n o w m o b i l e  
s o u n d  l e v e l  p r o b l e m  i s  v i e w e d  b y  t h e  p u b l i c  a n d  g o v e r n m e n t  o f f i c i a l s  
a s  h a v i n g  b e e n  r e s o l v e d .  As a c o n s e q u e n c e ,  p& o f  C a n a d a  a n d  25 o f  
t h e  31 s n o w b e l t  s t a t e s  s i m p l y  r e q u i r e  t h a t  new s n o w m o b i l e s  c o n t i n u e  
t o  m e e t  t o d a y ' s  q u i e t  s o u n d  l e v e l .  $ h a y  r e c o g n i z e  t h a t  new s n o w m o b i l e s  
a r e  a l r e a d y  q u i e t e r  t h a n  v i r t u a l l y  a n y  o t h e r  m o t o r i z e d  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  
p r o d u c t ,  a n d  i n  m o s t  c a s e s  d r a m a t i c a l l y  s o .  

I n  e a c h  o f  t h e  s i x  r e m a i n i n g  s t a t e s  c u r r e n t l y  r e q u i r i n g  f u t u r e  
s o u n d  l e v e l s  m o r e  r e s t r i c t i v e  t h a n  78 d b ( A ) ,  t h e  r e q u i r e m e n t s  
a r e  b e i n g  c h a n g e d .  T h e  s i t u a t i o n  f a c i n g  t h e  s n o w m a b i l e  c o m m u n i t y  
i n  M o n t a n a , : t h e  l a s t  o f  t h e  j u r i s d i c t i o n s  i n  N o r t h  A m e r i c a  t o  
r e q u i r e  a c h a n g e ,  i s  e s p e c i a l l y  a c u t e  b s c a u e s  t h e  M o n t a n a  
L e g i s l a t u r e  i s  n o t  s c h e d u l e d  t o  meet i n  1978 ,  T h u s ,  u n l e s s . a c t i o n  
i s  t a k e n  d u r i n g  t h i s  e e s s i o n ,  M o n t a n a  may h e v e  t h e  n o t o r i e t y  o f  
b e i n g  t h e  o n l y  s t a t e  o r  p r o v i n c e  i n  N o r t h  America b a n n i n g  t h e  
s a l e  o f  new s n o w m o b i l e s .  

T h e  s n o w m o b i l e  i n d u s t r y  i s  c o m m i t t e d  t o  c o n t i n u i n g  p r o g r e s s  
i n  t h e  a r e a  o f  s o u n d  l e v e l  r e d u c t i o n  w h e r e v e r  t e c h n o l o g i c a l l y  
a n d  e c o n o m i c a l l y  f e a s i b l e .  H o w e v e r ,  i t  i s  s i m p l y  u n a b l e  t a  
p r o d u c e  m a c h i n e s  i n  c o m p l i a n c e  w i t h  M o n t a n a ' s  l e w  a s  now w r i t t e n .  
M o r e o v e r ,  t h e  n e e d  f o r  f u r t h e r  r e d u c t i o n  s i m p l y  c a n n o t  be s h o w n .  

M o n t a n a  o f f i c i a l s  c a n n o t  j u s t i f y  t h e i r  lew an g r o u n d s  o f  a n y  r e a l  
n e e d .  E v e n  t h e  E P A  has r e m o v e d  s n o w m o b i l s e  from t h e i r  l i s t  o f  
m a j o r  n o i s e  s o u r c e s  i n  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s .  This a c t i o n  by t h e  € P A  
was B r e s u l t  o f  a t w o  y e a r  s t u d y .  T h i s  s t u d y  elso d e t e r m i n e d  t h a t  
78 d b ( A )  s h o u l d  be t h e  maximum a l l o w a b l m  n o i s a  l a v e 1  f o r  s n o w m o b i l e s .  

I 
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T & W SPORTLAND . C. 
3939 BROOKS 

MISSOIJLA. MONTANA 59801 

PHONE 542-0394 

March 15 ,  1977 

Legislature 
S t a t e  of IGoritana 
Helena, Mont. 

fiE;: tiouse B i l l  221 

llegarding House B i l l  221 and the  provisiorl t o  reduce the 
snomiobile decibel  r a t i ng  from the  present 78 t o  73, wo urge 
you t o  leave t h e  DB r a t i ng  a t  78. A t  the  present time there  
a re  no snowrr~obile manufacturers who can coniply with the  73, 
and they have no plans which would enable them t o  do so.  

This provisiorl would put a l l  t he  snomiobile dealers  i n  
the s t a t e  of  Iu~ontana out of business and would a l so  g r ea t l y  reduce 
the revenue t o  t he  s t a t e  from t h e  rec rea t ion  of snowtr~obilirig. 

\Jc f e e l  the re  i s  no reason t o  reduce the  dec ibe l  r a t i ng  
on snowrllobil.es and t h a t  t o  do so would be unfa i r  t o  the  dealers  
and t.o the  public.  

~ Iga in ,  we urge you t o  leave t he  decibel. le . ,el  a t  7S. 

Sincerely 

General Lanager 



2900 HLSERVL S I RtET MISSOULA, MONI-ANA 59801 (406) 543-3153 

March 14, 1.977 

M r .  Frank Dunkle 
F i sh  & Game Department 

Gentlemen: 

This l e t t e r  i s  t o  n o t i f y  you t h a t  M r .  Evere t t  E. Woodgerd i s  
our r ep resen ta t ive  t o  represent  our views on H.B. #221. We 
understand t h a t  the  pub l i c  hearing i s  t o  be held t h i s  week 
and have aslced M r .  Woodgerd t o  represent  us a t  t h i s  pub l i c  
hearing. 

Yours very t r u l y ,  
,.,') 

~ 6 u c e  L. Peterson 
Owner - General Manager 




