
MINUTES OF THE MEETING 
NATURAL RESOURCES 

MONTANA STATE SENATE' 

March 1 5 ,  1977 

The twenty-seventh  mee t ing  o f  t h e  N a t u r a l  Resources  Committee was 
c a l l e d  t o  o r d e r  by S e n a t o r  Elmer F lynn ,  Chairman, a t  9:30 a .  m.  on 
t h e  above d a t e  i n  Room 405  o f  t h e  S t a t e  C a p i t o l  B u i l d i n g .  

ROLL CALL: Upon r o l l  c a l l  a l l  members were p r e s e n t  e x c e p t  S e n a t o r s  
~ o s k i e a n d  Dover. S e n a t o r  Smith was excused.  

S e n a t o r  F lynn  c a l l e d  t h e  Committee 's  a t t e n t i o n  t o  an  Announcement 
on a Drought Workshop t o  be  h e l d  i n  Denver, Co lo rado  on March 25-26 ,  1 9 7 7 .  

CONSIDERATION OF HB 542 :  An  A c t  amending S e c t i o n  70-806, R . C . M . ,  
1 9 4 7 ,  p r o v i d i n g  f o r  t h e  f i l i n g  of a  1-year  n o t i c e  of  i n t e n t i o n  t o  f i l e  
a n  a p p l i c a t i o n  f o r  a  c e r t i f i c a t e  under  t h e  Major F a c i l i t y  S i t i n g  A c t .  

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  Les H i r s c h ,  from Dis t r i c t  5 2 ,  s t a t e d  t h a t  t h i s  b i l l  
p r o v i d e s  f o r  t h e  f i l i n g  of a  1 - y e a r  n o t i c e  o f  i n t e n t i o n .  T h i s  b i l l  
s a y s  a  company m a y  f i l e  a n o t i c e  o f  i n t e n t  on  Page 5 .  W e  f e l t  i n  t h e  
House t h a t  it s h o u l d  b e  a n  o p t i o n a l  t h i n g  t o  f i l e  t h i s  n o t i c e  of  
a p p l i c a t i o n .  Under t h i s  l a w  t h e  f i l i n g  f e e  would n o t  he p a i d  i n  t h e  
f i l i n g  o f  t h e  one-year  n o t i c e  o f  i n t e n t  t o  f i l e  t h a t  a p p l i c a t i o n .  A s  
I s e e  i t ,  t h e  work s t a r t s  b e f o r e  t h e  money a c t u a l l y  comes i n .  

M r .  Lynn B r a n t ,  A c t i n g  A d m i n i s t r a t o r  of  t h e  Department  o f  N a t u r a l  
Resources ,  s t a t e d  i t  is  p a r t  o f  t h e  G o v e r n o r ' s  Energy Package and w e  
do  s u p p o r t  it. The a d v a n t a g e  t o  u s  would b e ' t h a t  w e  c o u l d  b e g i n  t o  
a c c e s s  t h e  major  i s s u e s  t h a t  a r e  i n v o l v e d .  W e  c o u l d  make work p l a n s ,  
l i n e  up c o n t r a c t o r s  and employees and w e  c o u l d  p l a n  o u r  w o r k  schedule 
o v e r  t h e  y e a r  o r  two y e a r s  d u r i n g  which t h e  s t u d y  would f o r m a l l y  b e  
under  o u r  a r e a .  

M r .  P a t  Smi th ,  r e p r e s e n t i n g  t h e  Nor the rn  P l a i n s  Resource C o u n c i l ,  
s t a t e d  t h a t  w e  d o  s u p p o r t  t h i s  b i l l ,  I think i t  w i l l  h e l p  s t r e a m l i n e  
and e l i m i n a t e  some d e l a y s .  

DISPOSITION OF HB 542 :  Motion was made by S e n a t o r  J e r y c s o n  and 
seconded by S e n a t o r  Devine t h a t  HB 5 4 2  BE CONCURRED I N .  Motion c a r r i e d  
unanimously.  

S e n a t o r  J e r g e s o n  w i l l  c a r r y  t h e  b i l l  on t h e  f l o o r .  



CONSIDERATION OF HB 692: An A c t  bann ing  t h e  u s e  o f  o u t d o o r  g a s  
t o r c h e s ,  lamps,  and o t h e r  d e v i c e s  used  f o r  d e c o r a t i o n  o r  a d v e r t i s i n s  
purpose& and- provi .ding a  p e n a l t y ;  and p r o v i d i n g  a  d e l a y e d  e f  f  e c t i v c - d a t e  - . 

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  Dorothy B r a d l e y ,  from Dis t r ic t  77 i n  Bozeman and 
Chief  Sponsor  of  t h e  b i l l ,  s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  j u s t  s imply  no r e a s o n  
f o r  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  u s e  o f  t h i s .  I t  i s  p u r e l y  a w a s t e f u l  u s e .  I would 
hope you would g i v e  t h i s  your  a p p r o v a l .  

M r .  Don A l l e n ,  E x e c u t i v e  D i r e c t o r  o f  t h e  Montana Pe t ro leum A s s o c i a t i o n ,  
s t a t e d  t .hat  h e  was i n  s u p p o r t  o f  HB 692. W e  a r e  r e a l l y  f a c e d  w i t h  an  
energy  s h o r t a g e  and w i l l  b e  i n  t h e  months and y e a r s  ahead.  W e  have  t o  
b e  s e r i o u s  a b o u t  c o n s e r v a t i o n .  

S e n a t o r  F l y n n  a s k e d ,  d o  you have  any  examples.  

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  Brad ley  s t a t e d ,  o u t s i d e  t o r c h e s  t h a t  would l i g h t  a 
walkup t o  a  P i e t s a  P a r l o r .  

S e n a t o r  J e r g e s o n  wondered, i s  i t  t r u e  t h a t  Minnesota passed  t h i s  
same 1 e g i . s l a t i o n .  

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  B r a d l e y  s a i d ,  I am n o t  c e r t a i n .  

M r .  A l l e n  e x p l a i n e d ,  t h a t  s e v e r a l  s tates have  c o n s i d e r e d  it and I 
b e l i e v e  more t h a n  o n e  s ta te  h a s  p a s s e d  t h i s .  Some have p a s s e d  i t  j u s t  
t h i s  y e a r .  

S e n a t o r  Manley a s k e d ,  have  you e v e r  w i t n e s s e d  t h i s .  

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  Brad ley  s a i d ,  sometimes t h e y  a r e  used  f o r  f a n c y  
r e s t a u r a n t s  i n  a  l i n e  o f  t o r c h e s  coming up t o  t h e  d o o r .  These c o u l d  
v e r y  e a s i l y  b e  r e p l a c e d  w i t h  e l e c t r i c  l i g h t s .  

S e n a t o r  G a l t  sa id ,  t h i s  c o u l d  h u r t  some f e l l o w  t h a t  j u s t  p u t  this 
d e c o r a t i v e  s t u f f  up. 

S e n a t o r  F lynn  added ,  h e  would have u n t i l  J u l y  1978. 

DISPOSITION OF HB 692: Motion was made by S e n a t o r  J e r g e s o n  and 
seconded by S e n a t o r  Devine t h a t  HB 692 BE CONCURRED I N .  Motion 
c a r r i e d  unanimously .  

ADJOURNMENT: -- T h e r e  b e i n g  no f u r t h e r  b u s i n e s s ,  t h e  mee t ing  was 
a d j o u r n e d  a t  10:lO a. m. 

SENATOR ELMER F ~ Y N N ,  (&HAIRMAN 
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