
MINUTES --- 
FISH AND GAME COMMITTEE --- 

MONTANA STATE SENATE 

March 14, 1977 

The twentieth meeting of the Fish and Game Committee 
was called to order by Chairman Dunkle at 8:00 A.M., in Room 
405 of the State Capitol Building. 

ROLL CALL: A11 members were present. 

CONSIDERATION OF HB 256, an act to require taxidermists 
to keep records of all dead wildlife mounted, preserved, or 
prepared by them. 

Representative Joesph Quilicy, Chief Sponsor of the 
bill, spoke, saying its intention was simply to require an 
accurate and up-dated accounting of animals in possession of 
taxidermists. 

Mr. Wes Woodgerd of the Montana Fish and Game Depart- 
ment said the bill is supported by the Department, and he hoped 
the committee would give it a good recomrnendation.(Attachment #1). 

Senator Manley asked if the Fish and Game Department 
could inspect these records without a search warrant. Mr. 
Woodgerd said this is presently the case and would continue 
to be the same. 

Chairman Dunkle asked if there were any other questions. 

Senator Lowe wondered what the penalty would be for 
violation of this law. Representative Quilici responded that 
the penalty for violation would come under the jurisdiction of 
the courts. 

DISPOSITION OF HB 256: Senator Galt made a motion that 
HB 256 BE CONCURRED IN. The motion was seconded by Senator 
Bergren and carried unanimously. 

CONSIDERATION OF HB 299, an act to prohibit hunting the 
same day following a flight to locate game and the use of citizen 
band radios for hunting, and the use of aircraft, including 
helicopters, for transporting hunters, hunting equipment, or 
wildlife and harassing- certain wildlife. 
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The proposed amendments were presented by Chairman 
Dunkle. (Attachment # 2 ) .  

Senator Smith made a motion to adopt amendment #5. 

Senator Dunkle explained that the purpose of the bill 
is to prohibit people from flying into high mountain lakes, 
leaving people there to hunt for a day or two, and then return- 
ing to pick them up. 

Senator Lowe stated he thought this was a very poor 
bill. 

Mr. Wes Woodgerd said the Fish and Game Department can 
close an area to hunting on 48 hours notice, and that outfitters 
and guides are using helicopters more and more to transport 
clients. 

Senator Lensink felt we should keep two things separate; 
the spotting of game and communicating its whereabouts. 

Senator Manley said he thought there should be a death 
penalty for harassing game animals with helicopters. He asked 
if the committee could keep the bill. Debbie Schmidt said the 
committee could ask Representative Staigmiller if we could kill 
this bill and pass SB 148, which is a similar bill. Senator 
Dunkle polled the committee and it was agreed to do this. 

Senator Dunkle mentioned that Mr. Ralph Holman, Legis- 
lative Chairman of the Montana Outfitters and Guides Associa- 
tion, would be interested in this matter, and that he would 
contact him in regard to it. Mr. Holman had provided the 
committee with a statement on HB 299. (Attachment # 3 ) .  

Senator Manley felt we must make a concentrated effort 
to protect wild animals from motor vehicles and that we should 
make all vehicles off a county road illegal. Senator Warden 
mentioned motorcycles running game until they almost drop from 
exhaustion. 

ADJOURNMENT: There being no further business to dis- 
cuss, Senator Dunkle adjourned the meeting at 8:50 A.M. 

-&A SENATOR FRANK DUNKLE, CHAIRMAN 
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ATTACHMENT #1 

: ; L c i t e ~ ~ i 2 n t  i n  !;uppo~:t of I-In 2 5 6  
DcparCn~c:nt_ o f  F i s h  & Canlc? -- lJcs r;LJoodgerd, C o n s u l t a n t  - -- - -- -- -- 

11xper ience  h a s  tauql. i t  t h e  d e p a r t m e n t  t h a t  t h e  e x i s t i n g  t a x i d e r m i s t  
l a w  i s  i n a d e q u a t e  t o  p r o p e r l y  l i c e n s e  and  a d m i n i s t e r  t h i s  i n d u s t r y .  
Somc o f  t h e  r a r e r  s p e c i e s  o f  w i l d l i f e  ( g r i z z l y  b e a r  and  moun ta in  
s h e e p )  a r e  becoming i n c r e a s i n g l y  v a l u a b l e  a s  t r o p h i e s  and  t h e  
t e m p t a t i o n  t o  e v a d e  t h e  l aw  i s  becoming more a t t r a c t i v e .  

T h i s  b i l l  h a s  been  e x t e n s i v e l y  r e v i e w e d  b y  t a x i d e r m i s t s ,  o u t f i t t e r s  
and g u i d e s ,  a n d  s p o r t s m e n ' s  g r o u p s  a n d  seems t o  b e  s a t i s f a c t o r y  
t o  e v e r y o n e .  

T h i s  amendment would r e q u i r e  a  t a x i d e r n l i s t  t o  k e e p  a  w r i t t e n  r e c o r d  
o f  a l l  w i l d l i f e  i n  h i s  p o s s e s s i o n  o r  c o n t r o l  a n d  c o u l d  n o t  l e q a l l y  
have a  bunch  o f  s p e c i m e n s  t h a t  "someone b r o u g h t  i n "  or  " j u s t  p i c k e d  
up somewhere" .  T h i s  p r o p o s e d  amendment a l s o  o f f e r s  p r o t e c t i o n  t o  t h e  
l e g i t i m a t e  t a x i d e r m i s t :  s e r i o u s l y  engaged  i n  t h e  b u s i n e s s .  



PROPOSED iUIRNUMEN'I 'S  

i\1r1~:1l~i third redding copy as follows : 

1 .  Amend page 1, title, line 6. 
l*'o1 I~r~ing: "DAY" 
1ri:;erfi : "as" 
Strike: "FOLLOWING" 

2. Amend page 1, title, line 7. 
E'ol lowing : "f ABH5BZ!P, " 
Strike: "THE USE OF CITIZEN BAND RADIOS FOR HUNTING AND" ---- 
3. Amend page 1, section 1, line 23. 
1701 1 owinq : "1 ight , " 
Strike: "citizens' band radio," 

4. Amend page 1, section 1, line 25 
b ' o l  lowinq : I' light, " 
St r i k c :  "citizens' hand radio," 

5. Amend page 3, section 1, line 12 
I~'oI. lowing: "flight" 
Insert: ", except when persons or carqo are loaded and unloaded at 

f c d e r d l  aviation agency approved airports, aircraft landinq fields, 
or heliports which have been established on private property or whicll 
have been established by any federal, state, county, or municipal 
qovernmental body. " 



- 
scbvrral y r B a r s  we h a v e  wnrclled ~ ~ i t h  growlng c o n c e r n  t h e  i l l c r e a s e d  u s e  o f  a i r c r a f t ,  

h e l o c o p t e r s ,  f o r  h u n t i n g  and f i s h i n p  p u r p o s e s ,  p l a n e s  and c h o p p e r s  a r c  now 
q t ~ i t e  o f t e n  u s ~ d  t o  s p o t  game and t h e n  t o  r a d i o  l o c a t i o n  to h u n t e r s  on t h e  ground o r  
l a t d  r i t h e r  i n  t h e  f i e l d  or r e t u r n  t o  t h e  a i r p o r t  and t h e n  p r o c e e d  t o  where t h e  Kame 
was l o c a t e d .  Trophy a n i m a l s  have  e v e n  been s h o t  from a h e l o c o p t e r  w h i l e  h o v e r i n p  

I < ~ v t ~ r h e f l d .  

I i t ~ l o r o p t e r s  a r e  now h e l n g  rlsed q u i t e  ~ x t e n a i v e l v  t o  f l y  f i s h e r m ~ n  i n t o  hack  c o u n t r y  

I l a k e s  f o r  f f  s h l n g ,  t h e y  w i l l  f l y  you I n  e ~ r l v  I n  t h e  morning  and back  o u t  t h a t  eve-n111g 
i f  w a n t e d  n r  l e a v e  yo1: i n  t h e r e  f o r  e e v e r a l  days .  I n  30 m i n u t e s  you and y o u r  equipment  
c a n  he a t  a  h i g h  c o u n t r y  l a k e  t h a t  would t a k e  you a day  t o  r e a c h  by h o r s e  hack o r  beck 

I 
pack.  F i ~ h  n u m h ~ r ~  i n  many l a k e s  have  heerr s e r i o u s l y  d e p l e t e d  due  *n  o v e r  f i ~ 5 i l l g ,  
e s p e c i a l l y   sow^ o f  t h ~  Golden T r o r ~ t  l a k e s .  A few yearcp ago when A.  C. M. w e r e  118Ing 
he1ocopter . s  o n m i n e r a l  ~ x p l o r a t j o n  i n  t h e  Rou lde r  R i v e r  c o u n t r y  s o u t h  o f  Big T f w b e r ,  
on s e v e r a l  o r c a s i o n u  h o p p e r  p i l o t s  o f f e r e d  t o  f l y  m e  t o  d i f f e r e n t  l o c a t i o n s  i f  I 

I would show them t h e  good t a k e s ;  J r e f u s e d  b u t  o t h e r s  a c c e p t e d  t h i e r  o f f e r .  

hunt it^^ nnd f i s h i n g  i n  M o n t ~ n a  h a a  r e a c h e d  t h ~  p o i n t  where  we d e e p e r a t ~ l v  need  t o  

I 
r e s t r a i l 1  i n  o r d e r  t o  prerrerve.  S e r i o t ~ s l y  d e p l e t e d  game h e r d s  need  a11 t h e  p r o t r ? c r i o n  
t h e y  c a n  g e t  t o  a v o i d  f u r t h e r  d e p l e t i o n .  

Some O u t f i t t e r s  and some h u n t e r s  have  s t a r t e d  moving camps, equ ipmen t ,  h u n t e r s  and 

I game i n  and o c ~ t  o f  t h e  hack c o t i n t r y  by h e l n c o p t e r  and t h i s  i s  c a t c h i n g  on f a s t .  " I t ' s  
a lmos t  an i n s t a n t  hunt" .  

We c o u l d  soon have  r e g u l a r  f l y  f n  s e r v i c e  and o u r  f i a h  and game c a n n o t  w i t h s t a n d  t h e  b dded p r e s s u r e .  

I 
A t  o u r  Dccemher Conven t ion  t h l s  ~ubject was t h o r o u g h l y  d i s c u s s e d  and c o n s i d e r ~ b l e  
c o n c e r n  was e x p r e s s e d .  I t  was t h e  unanimous d e c i s i o n  of M. 0.  G. A. to  recommend 
t h e  p r o v i n f o n s  o f  t h i s  h i l l .  The d o o r  l e  l e f t  open  f o r  e m e r g e n c y  uae, f o r  p r e d a t o r  
c o n t r o l  and f o r  f l y j n g  to  and from r e g u l a r  e s t a b l i s h e d  a i r  f i e l d s  and h e l i p o r t s .  

I 
I We f i r m l y  b ~ l i r v n  t h a t ,  an  i n v a l ~ ~ a h l e  r e l o u r c e  o f  Montana, o u r  f i s h  and game,vi l l  

g r e a t l y  b e n e f i t  from t h i ~  b i l l  when f t  becomes law. C o n s i d e r  too t h a t  moet Westorn 

I c p t a ~ e ~  have  s i m i  l n r  laws, i n  one  form o r  a n o t h e r ,  r e s t r i c t i n g  or making I t  unlat.tc 
t o  use a t r  r c a f t  i n c , l ~ ~ d i n g  h ~ l o c o p t e r s  f o r  h u n t i n g  o r  f i s h i n g  pu rposea .  

Thank you,  

Montana _ O ~ ~ t f i t t e r s  and Gu ides  Assoc.  

~ h a i n n d  1 , e g i s l a t i v e  Committee 

I P.S. P r e d a t o r  c o n t r o l ,  *pa rch  and resrtve, and emprgency c o n d i t i o n s  are c ~ r l u d e d  
from t kc. h i  1 1 t o  perm1 t tlse ~ r n d e r  t h e s e  c i r c u m s t a n c e s .  




