
MINUTES O F  THE MEETING 
TAXATION COMMITTEE 

MONTANA STATE SENATE March 11, 1977 

The t h i r t y - n i n t h  meeting of t h e  Taxa t ion  Committee was 
c a l l e d  t o  o r d e r  on t h e  above date  i n  Room 415 of t h e  S t a t e  Ca- 
p i t o l  Bui ld ing  by Chairman Mathers a t  8:05 a.m. 

ROLL CALL: R o l l  c a l l  found a l l  . t h e  members p r e i e n t .  

Glen Drake, r e p r e s e n t i n g  League of  C i t i e s  and Towns was 
t h e  on ly  w i t n e s s  t o  s i g n  t h e  r e g i s t e r .  

CONSIDERATION OF HOUSE BILL 362: Rep. P i s t o r i a  s a i d  h i s  
b i l l  would n o t  change t h e  law on t a x a t i o n  r a t e s  b u t  r e q u e s t s  ad- 
d i t i o n a l  in format ion  on t h e  county t r e a s u r e r ' s  t a x  n o t i c e s .  He 
s a i d  many people  had asked i f  t h e r e  were some way t h e y  could  f i n d  
o u t  how much t a x  they  were paying t o  t h e i r  c i t y ,  s c h o o l  d i s t r i c t ,  
county,  etc. , and he  though t h i s  method would do t h i s  job. H e  
d i s t r i b u t e d  a sample copy o f  such a form a s  i s  be ing  used i n  Cas- 
cade County, Exh. #l. H e  s a i d  t h i s  n o t i c e  had m e t  w i t h  t h e  appro- 
v a l  of  t axpaye r s  and a number o f  t h e  county t r e a s u r e r s ,  a s  t h e y  
t o o  s a i d  t hey  g e t  similar r e q u e s t s  from t axpaye r s  who want more 
in fo rma t ion  concerning t h e i r  t a x  d o l l a r s .  

There w e r e  no o t h e r  w i tnes ses  and fo l lowing  q u e s t i o n s  from 
t h e  committee, t h e  b i l l  w a s  moved. 

DISPOSITION: Sen. Roskie Moved HB362 B e  Concurred I n .  The mo-  
t i o n  was c a r r i e d  unanimously. Note h e r e  t h e  absence a t  t h i s  t i m e  
of  Sens. Manning, Turnage, ~ o w e  and Watt. 

CONSIDERATION OF HOUSE BILL 210: Rep. Fabrega p re sen ted  h i s  
b i l l  which a l l ows  l o c a l  governments t o  a s s e s s  a  charge  on empty 
l o t s  f o r  s torm,  sewer and wate r  usage. H e  s a i d  wate r  and sewer 
l i n e s  w e r e  a v a i l q b l e  t o  t h e  l o t s ,  and s e r v i c e s  were be ing  reserved  
should  t h o s e  l o t s  be  occupiedt  he t h e r e f o r e  thought  t h e  owner 
should  be paying a charge f o r  t h i s .  M r .  Drake rose t o  g ive  h i s  
suppor t  of  t h e  b i l l .  

Chairman Mathers asked fox o t h e r  w i tnes ses  and t h e r e  be ing  
none, asked f o r  q u e s t i o n s  of  t h e  committee. A d i s c u s s i o n  fol lowed 
wherein t h e  ques t ioned  i f  t h i s  would a f f e c t  l o t s  i n  t h e  c i t y ,  on 
t h e  edge of towns, commercial as w e l l  a s  r e s i d e n t i a l .  They a l s o  
d i s c u s s e d  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  which e x i s t s  i n  s e v e r a l  c i t ies  where t h e  
l o c a l  government does n o t  own t h e  wate r  system, as i n  Missoula.  
Following t h e i r  d i s c u s s i o n ,  t h e  h e a r i n g  was c lo sed .  

CONSIDERATION OF HOUSE BILL 324: Rep. Har r ing ton  s a i d  h i s  
b i l l  d e a l s  w i t h  t h e  S. I .D. ' s  and g i v e s  t h e  governing body t h e  
r i g h t  t o  a s s e s s  a l l  of t h e  people  on a block f r o n t i n g  on t h e  i m -  
proved street, a p r o p o r t i o n a t e  s h a r e  of t h e  c o s t s ,  r a t h e r  t han  
a s s e s s  t h o s e  w i t h  c o r n e r  lo ts  and having f r o n t a g e  on t h e  improved 
street  t h e  f u l l  assessment  c q s t  o f  such improvements. There  were 
no o t h e r  w i t n e s s e s  o t h e r  t haq  M r .  Drake who s a i d  t h e  League a l s o  
favored  t h i s  b i l l .  



Questions by the committee followed and the hearing closed. 

CONSIDERATION QF HOUSE BXLL 636: Rep. Day, Dist. 54, said 
his bill broadens exemptions to allow land put under sprinkler 
type of irrigation syeteme. By giving such tax exemptions he 
felt the state would thereby encourage landowners to improve - 
their land, through irrigation, thus putting more lang into use 
and improving dryland or pasture land, thus raising vpluation and 
onsequently, $ax base for $he future, 

There followed some discusqfon and the committee then moved 
the bill. 

DISPOSITION: Sen. Turnage Moved HB636 Be Concurred In. The 
motion was seconded by Sen. Watt sand carried unanimously. Note 
here the absence of Sene. Manning and Towe. 

The committee agaip too up HB210 and Sen. Watt said he agreed 
with the taxation of empty lots if it would pressure some of these 
owners to sell them so they might be developed. 

DISPOSITION: Sen. Norman Moved HB210 Be Not Concurred In. 
The motion failed as there was a 4-4 tie. SEE BELOW. 

Then followed further discussion on the bill and Sen. Turnage 
pointed out that owners of lots have been taxed on their property 
as the streets were improved, when sewer and water lines were in- 
stalled, and this would be a tax for services, commodities they 
were not using and he questioned the constitutionality of it. 
In light of this argument, Sen. Watt said he would change his 
vote to a Yes. The motion therefore carried by a 5-3 vote, see 
attached roll call vote, and by the 5-3 vote, the committee sent 
out HB210 with a Be Not Concurred In report. 

The committee then directed their attention to some of the 
Senate bills still in committee, taking up 58350 first. A number 
of amendments had been proposed and these were distributed to the 
committee and bxplained by Mr. Tippy. 

Sen. Roskie Moved the Amendments as proposed, as on commit- 
tee report, attached. Hi6 motion carxied. 

DISPOSITION: Sen. Roskie then made the Motion that SB350, 
As Amended, Do Pass. The motion was carried unanimously. Note 
here absence of Sen. Manning, who was attending another hearing. 

Next up for consideration was SB422. Sen. Towe Moved it be 
Tabled. There followed some discussion and Sen. Turnage made a 
substitute motion. 

DISPOSITION: Sen. Turnage Moved that SB422 Do Not Pass. 
This motion carried, Sens. Towe, Healy and Watt casting "no" votes. 

The committee then considered SB394. Sen. Towe Moved SB394 
Do Not Pass. 

DISPOSITION: Sen. Goadover made a Substitute Motion that 



SB394 Be Tabled. This motion carried unanimously. 

Sen. Turnage Moved SB351 Do Not Pass. The motion car- 
ried unanimosly, after a brief discussion. 
I 

Sen. Watt Moved SB303 Be Tabled; motion carried unanimously. 
i 
i 

Sen. Towe Moved SB167 Do Pass. .They discussed the bill and 
decided to hold it f ~ r  a time, therefore $hey did not vote on 
this motion. 

Following their discussion, meeting adjourned. 

WILLIAM MA'fHERS CHAIRMAN 
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STANDING COMMITTEE REPORT 

........................ W c f  k . . U . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . 19 1.7 .... 

M R ........... &I &w.'.c.. ......................... 

we, your committee on ........................ Z W & X X . ~  ......................................................................................................... 

....... naving had under consideration .............................. .. ....,. .. . Bill No. ..3.62 

kaU 362 .......................................................................................................... .................. Respectfully report as follows: That Bill No. 

STATE PUB. CO. 
LA^,^..- .I,.** 



STANDING COMMITTEE REPORT 

...................................... Xei,r~b .. A A... . . .  .I 3 ..?.I ..... 

MR. .......... RM.aAEWT. .......................... 

................................................................................................... .............................. We, your committee on '1C-,o bl 

having had under consideration ........................................................................................................ Bill No. ..... 6.36 .... 

mu ........ ............................................................................................................ Respectfully report as follows: That Bill NO. ..63.G 

STATE PUB. CO. 
Helena, Mont. 

.................................................................................................... 
#fmm M f p g  Chairman. 



STANDING COMMITTEE REPORT 

... .... ..... ................................... ...Ma xah A&. .  I Z.? 

MH. ............. J?M2&UUT ........................ 

.................................................................................. .................................... We, your committee on ... 
having had under consideration .......................................... Bill No. ..z.k.O ....... 

... Respectfully report as follows: That ........................................................................................ mu.& ...... 6111 No. 2A.d. . . .  

S T A T E  PUB. C O .  
Helena. Mont. 

............................................................................ .h ..................... 
e a& IJAM )(ATf)bH,E C airman. 



STANDING COMMITTEE REPORT 

......................................................................................... We, y o l ~ r  committee on ...................................... .X 

.. ...... having had under consideration ........................................................................................ No. !?.?.. 

EENATE; 422 .................. ............................................................................................................ Respectfully report as follows: That Bil l  NO. 

bO b10'l' PASS 
---.-_1- 

aOc&k3gr 

S T A T E  PUB. CO. 
Helena, Mont. 

.................................................................................................. 
rnur~# EaAsrkaas Chairman. 



STANDING COMMITTEE REPORT 

Harch 11 7 7 .................................................................. 19.. ..... 

P M  S. DE'NT MR. .............................................................. 

'l!l!&xa!rlOfi We, your committee on ............................................................................................................................................. ....... 

EZNATE 351 ................. having had under consideration ............................................................................................................... Bill No. 

=HATE 351 ............... Respectfully report as follows: That ............................................................................................................ 8111 No 

S T A T E  PUB. CO. 
Helena. Mont. 




