MINUTES OF THE MEETING
TAXATION COMMITTEE
MONTANA STATE SENATE March 11, 1977

The thirty-ninth meeting of the Taxation Committee was
called to order on the above date in Room 415 of the State Ca-
pitol Building by Chairman Mathers at 8:05 a.m.

ROLL CALL: Roll call found all the members preéent.

Glen Drake, representing League of Cities and Towns was
the only witness to sign the register,.

CONSIDERATION OF HOUSE BILL 362: Rep. Pistoria said his
bill would not change the law on taxation rates but requests ad-
ditional information on the county treasurer's tax notices. He
said many people had asked if there were some way they could find
out how much tax they were paying to their city, school district,
county, etc., and he though this method would do this job. He
distributed a sample copy of such a form as is being used in Cas-
cade County, Exh. #l1. He said this notice had met with the appro-
val of taxpayers and a number of the county treasurers, as they
too said they get similar requests from taxpayers who want more
information concerning their tax dollars.

There were no other witnesses and following gquestions from
the committee, the bill was moved.

DISPOSITION: Sen. Roskie Moved HB362 Be Concurred In. The mo-
tion was carried unanimously. Note here the absence at this time
of Sens. Manning, Turnage, Towe and Watt.

CONSIDERATION OF HOUSE BILL 210: Rep. Fabrega presented his
bill which allows local governments to assess a charge on empty
lots for storm, sewer and water usage., He said water and sewer
lines were available to the lots, and services were being reserved
should those lots be occupied; he therefore thought the owner
should be paying a charge for this. Mr. Drake rose to give his
support of the bill.

Chairman Mathers asked for other witnesses and there being
none, asked for questions of the committee. A discussion followed
wherein the questioned if this would affect lots in the city, on
the edge of towns, commercial as well as residential. They also
discussed the situation which exists in several cities where the
local government does not own the water system, as in Missoula.
Following their discussion, the hearing was closed.

CONSIDERATION OF HOUSE BILL 324: Rep. Harrington said his
bill deals with the S.I.D.'s and gives the governing body the
right to assess all of the people on a block fronting on the im-
proved street, a proportionate share of the costs, rather than
assess those with corner lots and having frontage on the improved
street the full assessment cost of such improvements. There were
no other witnesses other than Mr, Drake who said the League also
favored this bill. :



Questions by the committeelfqllowed and the hearing closed.

CONSIDERATION OF HOUSE BILL 636: Rep. Day, Dist. 54, said
his bill broadens exemptions to &llow land put under sprinkler
type of irrigation systems. By giving such tax exemptions he
felt the state would thereby encourage landowners to improve .
their land, through irrlgation, ‘thus putting more land into use
and improving dryland or pasture land, thus raising vpluation and
onsequently, tax base for the future.,

There followed some discussion and the committee then moved
the bill.

DISPOSITION: Sen. Turnage Moved HB636 Be Concurred In. The
motion was seconded by Sepn. Watt -and carried unanimously. Note
here the absence of Sens. Manning and Towe.

The committee agéin too up HB210 and Sen. Watt said he agreed
with the taxation of empty lots if it would pressure some of these
owners to sell them so they might be developed.

DISPOSITION: Sen. Norman Moved HB210 Be Not Concurred In.
The motion failed as there was a 4-4 tie. SEE BELOW.

Then followed further discussion on the bill and Sen. Turnage
pointed out that owners of lots have been taxed on their property
as the streets were improved, when sewer and water lines were in-
stalled, and this would be a tax for services, commodities they
were not using and he questioned the constitutionality of it.

In light of this argument, Sen. Watt said he would change his
vote to a Yes. The motion therefore carried by a 5-3 vote, see
attached roll call vote, and by the 5-3 vote, the committee sent
out HB210 with a Be Not Concurred In report.

The committee then directed their attention to some of the
Senate bills still in committee, taking up SB350 first. A number
of amendments had been proposed and these were distributed to the
committee and explained by Mr. Tippy.

Sen. Roskie Moved the Amendments as proposed, as on commit-
tee report, attached. His motion carried.

DISPOSITION: Sen. Roskie then made the Motion that SB350,
As Amended, Do Pass. The motion was carried unanimously. Note
here absence of Sen. Manning, who was attending another hearing.

Next up for consideration was SB422. Sen. Towe Moved it be
Tabled. There followed some discussion and Sen. Turnage made a
substitute motion.

DISPOSITION: Sen. Turnage Moved that SB422 Do Not Pass.
This motion carried, Sens. Towe, Healy and Watt casting "no" votes.

The committee then considered SB394. Sen. Towe Moved SB394
Do Not Pass.

DISPOSITION: Sen. Goodover made a Substitute Motion that




SB394 Be Tabled. This motion carried unanimously.

Sen. Turnage Moved SB351 Do Not Pass. The motion car-
ried unanimosly, after a brief discussion.
Sen. Watt Moved SB303 Be Tabled; motion carriediunanimously.
. . }
Sen. Towe Moved SB167 Do Pass. _They discussed the bill and
decided to hold it for a time, therefore they did not vote on
this motion.

Following their discussion, meeting adjourned.

WILLIAM MATHERS CHAIRMAN




ROLL CALL

SENATE TAXATION COMMITTEE

Date __7?44_177

45th LEGISLATIVE SESSION - - 1977

;;;E PRESENT ABSENT EXCUSED
SEN. WATT v

SEN. BROWN V//

SEN. GOODOVER y//

SEN. HEALY v

SEN. MANNING v

SEN. NORMAN v/

SEN. ROSKIE v’

SEN. TOWE V///

SEN. TURNAGE I

CHAIRMAN MATHERS r//

Fach dav att+ach +a minuntes.
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SENATE COMMITTEE  TAXATION

Date ;% /7/7 %—‘ Bill No, =/O Time

NAME | . YES NO
SEN. WATT z ’“QZ e
SEN. BROWN ; /
SEN. GOODOVER v
SEN. HEALY | L
SEN. MANNING
SEN. NORMAN | v
SEN. ROSKIE /
SEN. TOWE
SEN. TURNAGE /

CHAIRMAN MATHERS /

Y| A

Nita Fijeseth william L. Mathers
Secretary

Chalrman
Motion: 1_4/ %7// gﬁ/ﬂ,cz{/atz/‘/ g P
Dhetel, S Bt

(include enough information on motion—put with yellow copy of
comittee report.)




STANDING COMMITTEE REPORT

........................ Maxch XX ... .. 1977 .

MR. .......... PRESLRENT. ..o
We, your COMMIttee o .......eerevovevensn, TAXRATLOM oot es bt ettt esas e s st er e eveenened
Naving Nad UNAEr CONSIAEIATION wueu.vviveceierreursienseeasssseeyesesssssesssssssssassastsesasessasrsserersassasesssssins WU Bill No...382.......
Respectfully report as follows: That ... H)U&. ..... Bill No...... 3(’2 .....

LL COHCURRED IN

oo ) (s

....................................................................................................

STATE PUB. CO. B wxm.z:m MAT IER £ Chal.rman

nnnnnnnnnnn




STANDING COMMITTEE REPORT
...................................... Maxch. 1l ... 19.77..
MR. oo, PRESDENT.........ccoocove
We, YOUT COMMITIEE OMN ..vcviererrireeeeenineenad TBERTTON. ...ttt tetes st s s ens e e s sreres e esensanae
having had UNAer CONSIAEIALION ...ceveeivirrereirertreaerresreassesrssereessssenssenissssnssnssssesaesssessenessansaseses K)u:ﬁﬂ ...... Bill No......6.348
Respectfully report as follows: That......ccemeiiiiniiecieiseasscsenssserasenaa Wwuss Bill No...630.......
By CONCURRED IR
DOKRAGEX . .
/!i
o A
o mmmmlgns ................................ G

Hetena, Mont,



STANDING COMMITTEE REPORT

......... IS .+ 4'~11 WD © SRS TN ¥
MR. ... . PRESLOENT. ...

We, yOUF COMITHLIER ON ...vevevecereseseercessiseresseennen N B O et .
having had UNdEr CONSIUEBTALION .......coviiiiriiiiiniiiin i ieasirernsp sttt e ers s rsssabrsbessossesasennbaseseson OB &, Bill No..240. .
Respectfully report @s FOlOWS: TRAT....owrreeececcrseaeri s ses et sscae st sese s sbae s sse s oo HOM &K ... Bill No...244. ...

|
v | \.7
BE bOT COLCURRED IH 1 ///
/)
i
DRLASK X ;V/./
|
‘
\
STATE PUB. CO. e mI.LIAN MATIER & Chairman.

Helena, Mont,



STANDING COMMITTEE REPORT

MR, ... PREEIDENT...............ooce

We, your COmMmiIttee ON....iiniveeirernencvennennsinens ngu .........................................................................................
having had UNder CONSIARTATION ..oiivevieiesmrsresrsisscogissstsrpsanrassessr st enss s evansisstssstnss st st 931‘“\'1?53,” No....... 422
Respectfully report as foHows: That ... et Q‘NATE' ..... Bill No........ 42"‘

LO NQT PASS
DRI

STATE PUB. CO.
Helena, Mont,



STANDING COMMITTEE REPORT

1
MR. o ERESDENT
We, your COmMMILIEE ON ...ouriecrenirriiniieeaniieen, TMION ..........................................................................................
having had under CoNSIAEratioN ....coeiivii it s st sn s e ses b EHA‘TE Bill No. 3:’1 ......
Respecifully repart as follows: That.....cccccririiiciiniiiire e eaeene &ZHA’I‘E ............ Bill No‘”‘l
A
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Helena, Mont,





