
MINUTES OF THE MEETING 
SENATE STATE ADMINISTRATION COMMITTEE 

MARCH 11, 1977 

The meeting was c a l l e d  t o  o r d e r  by Sena to r  S t o r y ,  V i c e  Chairman, i n  
t h e  absence of t h e  Chairman, a t  1 1 : O O  a.m. i n  Room 4 1 0  of t h e  C a p i t o l  
Bui ld ing .  Committee members p r e s e n t  were S e n a t o r s  Devine, S t o r y ,  J e rgeson ,  
Brown, Rasmussen, Roskie, and Blaylock.  Sena to r  Towe a r r i v e d  late.  

The fo l lowing  b i l l s  w e r e  d i s cus sed :  H J R  27 
HB 182 
HB 117 
HB 488 
HB 217 

HOUSE J O I N T  RESOLUTION 27 

Represen ta t ive  Feda, D i s t r i c t  4 ,  sponsor  of  t h e  b i l l ,  s t a t e d  t h e  
r e s o l u t i o n  w a s  t h e  b i e n n i a l  l e g i s l a t i o n  opposing gun c o n t r o l .  

PROPONENTS 

) Bill .  Asher,  r e p r e s e n t i n g  h i m s e l f ,  s t a t e d  t h e  r e f e r e n c e s  t o  t h e  Criminal  
J u s t i c e  S t anda rds  and Goals r e p o r t  had been d e l e t e d  i n  t h i s  y e a r ' s  reso-  
l u t i o n  and urged suppor t  of t h e  r e s o l u t i o n .  

There were no f u r t h e r  proponents  and no opponents and t h e  hea r ing  was 
c loeed .  

HOUSE BILL 182 

Represen ta t ive  Meloy, Dis t r ic t  29, sponsor  of t h e  b i l l ,  s t a t e d  t h e  purpose 
o f  t h e  b i l l  c l a r i f y  t h e  t r a v e l  and p e r  d$em expenses  of s ta te  employees. 

PROPONENTS 

J a c k  Crosse r ,  D i r e c t o r  o f  t h e  Department of Adminis t ra t ion ,  urged suppor t  
of t h e  b i l l .  

There being no f u r t h e r  proponents  and no opponents  t o  t h e  b i l l ,  t h e  
hea r ing  w a s  c lo sed .  

Sena to r  S t o r y  had t o  l e a v e  t h e  meeting and Sena to r  Devine assumed t h e  c h a i r .  

HOUSE BILL  117 

Represen ta t ive  Brand, D i s t r i c t  28, sponsor  of t h e  b i l l ,  submi t ted  h i s  
w r i t t e n  tes t imony on t h e  b i l l  t o  t h e  committee as  w e l l  as  some proposed 

1 amendments (see a t t a c h e d  X 1 ) .  

PROPONENTS 

Rod Gudgel, Montana Nursing Home A s s o c i a t i o c ,  urged suppor t  o f  t h e  b i l l .  
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Mike Cooney, Represen ta t ive  from D i s t r i c t  8 3 ,  urged suppor t  of t h e  b i l l .  

Tom Winsor, Montana Chwber  of  Commerce, s t a t e d  h i s  suppor t  of t h e  b i l l .  

OPPONENTS 

B o b  Lohn, Governor ' s  O f f i c e  and s e v e r a l  s l a t e  agenc ie s ,  opposed t h e  b i l l ,  
s t a t i n g  a smal l  group of l e g i s l a t o r s  would have a l l  t h e  power of t h e  
l e g i s l a k u r e  du r ing  t h e  i n t e r i m  and t h i s  goes  coun te r  t o  democracy and 
t o t a l  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  of t h e  people .  

Joy  Bruck, League of Women Voters ,  p r e s e n t e d  her w r i t t e n  tes t imony t o  
t h e  committee ( a t t a c h e d  # 2 ) .  

There be ing  no f u r t h e r  proponents  o r  opponents,  t h e  hear ing  was c l o s e d .  

Sena tor  Towe a r r i v e d  and assumed t h e  c h a i r .  

SENATE B I L L  488 

Represen ta t ive  South,  D i s t r i c t  51, sponsor  o f  t h e  b i l l ,  s t a t e d  t h e  purpose 
of t h e  b i l l  i s  t o  a u t h o r i z e  t h e  Department of Admin i s t r a t i on  t o  p r a c t i c e  
a r c h i t e c t u r e  on s t a t e  b u i l d i n g  p r o j e c t s  up t o  $25,000. The o r i g i n a l  

) l i m i t  of $10,000 w a s  set i n  1963 and due t o  i n f l a t i o n  t h e  l i m i t  has  t o  
be r a i s e d .  

PROPONENTS 

P h i l  Hauck, s t a t e  a r c h i t e c t ,  concurred w i t h  Represen ta t ive  S o u t h ' s  remarks 
and urged passage  of t h e  b i l l .  

Sonny Hanson, r e p r e s e n t i n g  t h e  A I A  ( a r c h i t e c t s )  urged t h e  committee t o  
suppor t  t h e  b i l l .  

There being no f u r t h e r  proponents  and no opponents,  t h e  hea r ing  was c l o s e d .  

HOUSE BILL  217 

Represen ta t ive  Bardanouve, D i s t r i c t  6 ,  sponsor of t h e  b i l l ,  s t a t e d  t h e  
b i l l  i s  a s imple  l i t t l e  amendment t o  t h e  c o n s t i t u t i o n  which w i l l  a l l o w  
t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  t o  c o n t r o l  t h e  f i n a n c e s  of t h e  s ta te  no t  j u s t  d u r i n g  t h e  
s e s s i o n s ,  b u t  c o n s t a n t l y .  H e  s t a t e d  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  must have c o n t r o l  
over  t h e  s i z e  o f  government and acco rd ing ly  should have t h e  power t o  approve 
o r  d i sapprove  spending a t  a l l  times. 

PROPONENTS 

rd Gudgelt 

Montana Nursing Homes ~ s s o c i a t o n ,  s p ~ k e  i n  f a v o r  o f  t h e  b i l l ,  

OPPONENTS 

B o b  Lohn, Governor ' s  O f f i c e ,  s t a t e d  t h e  b i l l  I s  p r e c i s e  b u t  he f o r s e e s  
s e r i o u s  problems down t h e  r o a d  i f  t h e  body of the whole does  n o t  r e t a i n  
t h e  ove r see r  power. 
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J ~ Y  Ijruck, Montana League of Women V o t e r s ,  p r e s e n t e d  h e r  w r i t t e n  t e s t i m o n y  
ta t h e  cornmi.ttee ( a t t a c h e d  # 3 )  . 

T l ~ e r c  being no f u r t h e r  p r o p o n e n t s  o r  opponen t s ,  t h e  h e a r i n g  was closed 
dnd d i s c u s s i o n  by t h e  committee fo l lowed .  

T l l c r e  b e i n g  no f u r t h e r  b u s i n e s s ,  t h e  m e e t i n g  a d j o u r n e d  t o  reconvene 
March 12  a t  8 :00  a.m. 

Thomas E .  Towe, Chairman 
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