
MINUTES OF THE MEETING 
LOCAL GOVERNMENT COMMITTEE 

MONTANA STATE SENATE 

March 11, 1977 

The meeting of the Local Government Committee was 
calledtoorder by Chairman McCallum on March 11 at 9:36 A.M. 
in Room 410 of the State Capitol Building. 

ROLL CALL: All members were present. 

The following visitors were present: W. E. O'Leary, 
Montana Solid Waste Contractors Inc.; Roy E. Bennett, City 
of Billings; Don Lewis, City of Helena; Arthur Van't Hul, 
City of Bozeman; Mildred Coleman, Plains; Frank Coleman, 
Plains; Herman Whiemnard, Plains; Eva Spaulding; Glen Drake, 
League of Cities and Towns. 

CONSIDERATION OF HOUSE BILL 323: Representative 
Harrington, District 88, Sponsor of House Bill 323, stated 
the bill would allow private carriers to continue for a 
period of 3 years following annexation to realize their 
investments. If the private carrier is not providing adequate 
service, the city may appear before the Public Service 
Commission, prove the service is inadequate and provide 
services themselves. Bill O'Leary, Montana Solid Waste 
Contractors Inc., testified in support of House Bill 323. 

Opponents. Glen Drake, League of Cities and Towns, 
stated the bill needs amending. It is too inflexible as 
written. Roy Bennet, City of Billings, opposed House Bill 
323 (attached). Don Lewis, Sanitation Department, Helena, 
opposed House Bill 323 stating the bill takes away the 
right of the people to decide on their own service. He 
doesn't feel the bill is needed. 

House Bill 124. The Chairman placed House Bill 124 
in a sub-committee consisting of Senator Thiessen, Senator 
Peterson and Senator Dunkle. 

House Bill 638. The Chairman placed House Bill 638 
in a sub-committee consisting of Senator Thiessen, Senator 
Story and Senator Lockrem. 

CONSIDERATION OF HOUSE BILL 417: William OILeary, 
Montana Solid Waste Contractors Inc., presented House Bill 
417 to the Committee. He stated the purpose of the bill 
is to establish a Class D Carrier to encompass garbage and 
refuse carriers. 

CONSIDERATION OF HOUSE BILL 418: William OILeary 
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stated House Bill 418 takes the term motor carrier and 
includes specifically garbage and refuse carriers. 

Senator Watt moved House Bill 417 be given a "Be 
Concurred In" recommendation. Senator Dunkle seconded the 
motion. Motion carried unanimously. 

Senator Watt moved House Bill 418 be given a "Be 
Concurred In" recommendation. Senator Thiessen seconded 
the motion. Motion carried unanimously. 

Senator Dunkle moved House Bill 323 be given a "Be 
Concurred In" recommendation. Senator Peterson seconded 
the motion. Motion carried unanimously. 

ADJOURN: The meeting adjourned at 10:35. 
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ROY E. BENNETT. SUPERINTENDENT 

P. 0 .  BOX 1170 PHONE 240-711 1 

March 10, 1977 

Senate Local Government Committee 

Dear Senator: 

I would 1 ike t o  thank you, lad ies  and gentlemen, f o r  the opportuni t y  
t o  appear before you. My name i s  Roy E. Bennett, Superintendent, 
San i ta t ion  Department f o r  the C i t y  of Bi  11 ings. I am here on the be- 
h a l f  o f  the Mayor and the C i t y  Council o f  B i l l i n g s  t o  present t h e i r  
oppos i t ion t o  the proposed b i l l .  Our present budget i s  $1,316,053.00, 
which i s  generated from service fees and not from any general fund 
monies, We serve a l l  the c i t i z e n s  i n  the c i t y  l i m i t s  and provide a1 1 
commercial co l lec t ion .  We a l so  serve as a disposal s i t e  f o r  most o f  
Yellowstone County, a l l  of S t i l l w a t e r  County, and pa r t  o f  Carbon County. 

The Mayor and C i t y  Council a re  r espec t f u l l y  requesting you t o  vote 
against  t h i s  proposed b i l l  f o r  tho fo l l ow ing  reasons: 

1. Control l i n g  who o r  how many c o l l e c t s  o r  disposes o f  s o l  i d  waste 
should be a loca l  problem, and loca l  people should work i t  out. 
A law t o  regulate a l l  the c i t i e s  i n  the State when only a few 
may have a problkm does not  seem reasonable. 

2. The contractors i n  our area are increasing I n  volune as proven 
by a 208% increase i n  the l a s t  few years; t h i s  was under the 
present system whereby we immediately fu rn ish  serv ice t o  a new 
annexed area . 

3 .  Th is  b i l l  would remove the r i g h t  o f  the c i t i z e n  t o  even choose 
who he wants t o  serve him. I n  our awn case, we f u rn i sh  twice a 
week pickup f o r  $3.75 per  month, and the c losest  competitor charges 
$4.50 per  month f o r  once a week plckup. 

4. Th is  b i  1 1  s t r i k e s  d i r e c t l y  a t  the c i t i e s ,  but not other c m p e t i -  
t i v e  contractors who cou ld  s t i l l  d r i ve  the small contractor  ou t  
o f  bus i ness. 
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