
MINUTES OF THE MEETING 
SENATE STATE ADMINISTRATION COMMITTEE 

MARCH 9 ,  1977 

The meeting w a s  c a l l e d  t o  o r d e r  by Sena to r  Towe, Chairman, a t  1 1 : O O  
d . m .  i n  Room 410 o f  t h e  C a p i t o l  Bui ld ing .  Committee members p r e s e n t  
w e r e  S e n a t o r s  Towe, S t o r y ,  Brown, Rasmussen, Roskie ,  Je rgeson ,  Blaylock 
a n d  Devine. 

The  fo l lowing  b i l l s  w e r e  d i s aus sed :  HB 328 
HB 359 

HOUSE B I L L  328 

Resp resen ta t ive  Menahan, Distr ict  90, sponsor o f  t h e  b i l l ,  s t a t e d  t h e  
purpose of  t h e  b i l l  i s  t o  change t h e  name of  t h e  Board of  Admin i s t r a t i on  
t o  t h e  P u b l i c  Employees Ret i rement  Board. 

L a r r y  Nachtsheim, P u b l i c  Employees Ret i rement  System, t o l d  t h e  committee 
t h i s  was j u s t  an  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  b i l l  and would be  no c o s t  t o  t h e  s t a t e .  

) There w e r e  no proponents  and no opponents t o  t h e  b i l l  and t h e  hear ing  
w a s  c lo sed .  

Sena to r  S t o r y  moved House B i l l  328 B e  Concurred In .  TTHE MOTION CARRIED - 
UNANIMOUSLY. 

HOUSE BILL 359 

Represen ta t ive  J. D. Lynch, sponsor  of t h e  b i l l ,  s t a t e d  t h e  b i l l  was 
in t roduced  a t  t h e  r e q u e s t  of  t h e  Governor. 

Bob Lohn, Governor ' s  O f f i c e ,  exp la ined  t h e  b i l l  s imply r e p e a l s  t h e  s e c t i o n  
of the codes  which pu t  t h e  Fede ra l -S t a t e  Coord ina tor  i n t o  t h e  Governor ' s  
O f f i c e  which was a mis take  i n  executive r e o r g a n i z a t i o n .  

There w e r e  no proponents  o r  opponents t o  t h e  b i l l  and t h e  hea r ing  was 
c losed .  

Sena tor  Blaylock moved House B i l l  359 Be Concurred I n .  THE MOTION 
CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 

HOUSE BILL 4 1 4  

Represen ta t ive  J.  D. Lynch, sponsor  of t h e  b i l l ,  s t a t e d  t h e  b i l l  was 
in t roduced  a t  t h e  r e q u e s t  of t h e  Governor. I t  simply c l e a r s  up t h e  
Language and any confus ion  which might have r e s u l t e d  between t h e  ' Department of Admin i s t r a t i on  and t h e  S t a t e  Budget D i r e c t o r .  



Bob L,ohn, Governor ' s  O f f i c e ,  s t a t e d  t h e  b i l l  s t r i k e s  s u b s t i t u t i o n s  of 
Idnguage and makes c o n s i s t e n t  throughout  t h e  codes t h a t  t h e  budget 
d i r e c t o r  p r e p a r e s  f i s c a l  n o t e s .  

'There were no opponents o r  proponents  t o  t h e  b i l l  and t h e  hea r ing  was 
c lo sed .  

IiOUSE J O I N T  RESOLUTION 1 4  

Represen ta t ive  South,  D i s t r i c t  51, sponsor  of t h e  b i l l ,  s t a t e d  t h e  purpose 
of t h e  b i l l  i s  t o  a sk  t h e  committee on p r i o r i t i e s  t o  g i v e  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  
t o  an  i n t e rmin  s tudy  of t h e  e l e c t i o n  laws i n  Montana. 

PROPONENTS 

J o  Ann Woodyerd, S e c r e t a r y  o f  S t a t e ' s  O f f i c e ,  s t a t e d  t h e r e  are many many 
problems w i t h  t h e  c u r r e n t  e l e c t i o n  laws and due t o  t h e  r e c o d i f i c a t i o n  
p roces s  now i s  t h e  t i m e  t o  c l e a n  them up a s  t h e  s t a f f  i s  on hand t o  do 
i t  a n d  t h e  new laws could be enac t ed  i n  t i m e  f o r  t h e  1980 e l e c t i o n .  

) ~ r n i e  P o s t ,  a t t o r n e y  f o r  t h e  AFL-CIO, suppor ted  t h e  b i l l .  

John B e l l ,  Montana Assoc i a t i on  of C le rks  and Recorders ,  urged suppor t  of 
t h e  b i l l .  

Margaret Davi-s, Montana League of  Women Vo te r s ,  urged suppor t  of t h e  b i l l  
and  p re sen ted  h e r  w r i t t e n  tes t imony t o  t h e  committee. 

T h e r e  w e r e  no f u r t h e r  proponents  o r  opponents t o  t he  b i l l  and t h e  
hea r ing  w a s  c l o s e d .  

HOUSE BILL 3 7 6  

Represen ta t ive  Brand, D i s t r i c t  2 8 ,  sponsor of t h e  b i l l ,  s t a t e d  t h e  b i l l  
p rov ides  an e x t e n s i o n  on payment of honorariums p a i d  t o  v e t e r a n s  of 
t h e  Vietnam c o n f l i c t .  

PROPONENTS 

H i l l  McEnaney, Execut ive  S e c r e t a r y  of  t h e  Board of Examiners, s t a t e d  
about 2 0 0  a p p l i c a t i o n s  are awa i t i ng  f i n a l  p roces s ing  and asked f o r  
t h e  e x t e n s i o n  so  t h a t  t h e y  might  be completed. 

Tony Cummings ,  American Legion and VFW, supported t h e  b i l l .  

There were no f u r t h e r  proponents  and no opponents and t h e  hea r ing  was D c losed .  

HOUSE J O I N T  RESOLUTIOIJ 1 4  

Senator Brown moved House J o i n t  Reso lu t ion  1 4  B e  Concurred I n .  THE MOTION 
CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 



Page 3 
Mi-nil tes  
March 9, 1977 

'The conunittee d i s c u s s e d  t h e  appointment o f  D r .  Robert  Wambach as D i r e c t o r  
of the F i s h  and Game Department. The a u d i t  of t h e  F o r e s t r y  Department 
of t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  of Montana was reviewed by t h e  committee and it w a s  
f e l t  there  was n o t  enough ev idence  of wrongdoing t o  i n d i c a t e  non-confirma- 
t i o n .  I t  w a s  f e l t  t h a t  i f  D r .  Wambach wanted t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  respond 
t o  the cha rges  i n  t h e  media and t h e  a u d i t  he should be welcomed be fo re  
t h e  committee t o  do  so.  

Some d i s c u s s i o n  w a s  h e l d  concerning t h e  a u d i t  o f  t h e  R e a l  E s t a t e  Board 
and M r .  George Lackman's appointment as Commissioner o f  A g r i c u l t u r e  
a s  h e  a l s o  s e r v e s  as Chairman of t h e  Board of Real E s t a t e .  It was 
f e l t  any d e c i s i o n  should be h e l d  u n t i l  t h e  complete a u d i t  r e p o r t  i s  
a v a i l a b l e .  

T h e r e  being no f u r t h e r  b u s i n e s s ,  t h e  meeting adjourned t o  reconvene 
)March 9 on adjournment of t h e  Sena te .  

1 E diir 
Thomas E .  Towe, Chairman 
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A T T O R N E Y  G E N E R A L  MIKE GREELY SECRETARY OF B E C R E T A N Y  STATE F R A N K  MLIHRAY 

M .  Whl M c E N A N E Y .  EXECUTIVE CLERK HELENA, MONTANA 

Senator Thomas E. T a r s  
Chairman, Senate S ta t e  Administration 

Committee 
Sta te  Capitol Building 
Helena, Montana 59601 

Dear Senator Towe: 

T h i s  morning, your committee held a hearing on Rouse B i l l  No. 376, a b i l l  
t o  extend the  deadline fo r  f i l i n g  applicationer fo r  the  Vietnam Veteranst 
Honorarium. A t  the  hearing, you directed a series of questions t o  me 
ragarding the  present s ta tus  of the  appropriation6 f o r  paying the  bonus, 
and i n  attempting t o  answer the  questions from "the top of my headH, I 
inadvertently gave you the  wrong figures on the  appropriation balances. 

Upon checking the  monthly computer printout sheets, I wish t o  now quote 
you the  correct figures i n  answsr t o  your questions: 

General Fund Appropriation per HB # I l l 6  . . . . . . .  43rd Legislative session (1974) $2,600,000.00 

General Fund Appropriation per HB #692 
U t h  Legislative Session (1975) . . . . . . .  710,000.00 

Total Appropriated . . . .  $3,310,000.00 
Budget amendment t o  Lmplment provisione of 
HB #272, 44th Legislature (1975) requiring 
retroactive sa lary  increases for  s t a t e  ems>- - 
loyees t o  1/1/75.- . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

TrnAL. . . . . .  
Expenditures t o  date  (2/26/77) per computer . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  printout report $2,902,016.00 

Balance i n  Appropriations. . . .  $ 4l4,l@5.OO 

I wish t o  appologize t o  you and the members of the c d t t s e  fo r  not 
having the  correct informa.ti.ion available at this morningfs heartng. 
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