
MINUTES OF THE MEETING 
TAXATTON COMMITTEE 

MONTANA STATE SENATE 

March 8, 1977 

The thirty-fifth meeting of the Taxation Committee was 
called to order on the above date in Room 415 of tHe State 
Capitol Building by Chairmen  atb bees at 8:05 a.m. 

ROLL CALL: Roll call found all the members present. 

There were no witnesses present. 

CONSIDERATION OF HOUSE BILL 50s Rep. Fabrega, Dist. 44, 
presented his bill and said it called for legislation to be 
enacted by the Legislature foll~wing the statewide reapprai- 
sal of property by the Department of Revenue. The bill speci- 
fies that the utilization of the reappraisal shall be reviewed 
before any legislative action is taken and Rep. Fabrega said 
he thought some adjustment of the tax formula would be neces- 
sary before laws are passed on property tax. Mr. Groff of the 
D.R. was present and said the Department is in support of the 
concept of the bill as he said property valuations on an aver- 
age across the state will go up pexhaps around 30 to 35% and 
that millage levies could also be increase considerably because 
of this. It will go down in some areas as well, and he said 
for this reason he felt that a comittee out of the committees 
should analize the information they will receive from the De- 
partment and work out legislation before the new ta formulae 
go into effect. 

Chairman Mathers asked for other proponents or opponents 
of the bill and following, permitted questions from the com- 
mittee. 

The committee looked at the effective date for passing 
legislation following the study and since the Legislature is 
to meet before the end of the year they suggested a number of 
amendments that would assure some action be taken by the Legis- 
lature before the end of the anticipated special session. 

A number of suggestions were made as far as the committee 
makeup and the members agreed that 6 members from the House and 
6 from the Senate be included; that the members of this special 
committee be appointed by the Speaker of the House and the Com- 
mittee on Committees in the Senate; that there be included a 
member from the Executive Department to be an ex officio mem- 
ber; that there be someone representing local government; that 
the members include as much as possible, members from all re- 
gions of the state; that the House and Senate members be evenly 
divided politically. 

Mr. Tippy, Legislative Attorney, was asked to draw up the 
amendment and this was dose, see Exh. # l r  attached. The mem- 
bers agreed to the concept of the amendment, specifying there 



would also have to be an amendment to the title, providing 
for the select committee. Several changes were proposed to 
the portion of the bill which specified the Legislature must 
act when the reappraisal program is completed and they are 
in possession of data from the D.R. In attempting to pin 
down the enactment of such legislation, Sen. Turnage moved 
such legislation be passed before December 31, 1978. a Sen. 
Towe proposed the phrase: "in no event shall the suspension 
continue past December 31, 1977." 

Discussion continued with the members discussing how the 
Legislature would have to make a decision insofar as property 
tax is concerned, but it was felt it was not mandatory to write 
this into law as the Legislature would be forced to reach some 
sort of a decision, by neoessity. 

After continued discussion, Sen, Towe made a Substitute 
Motion to set December 31, 1977 as the date by which action 
must be taken. This motion was defeated on a show of hands 
3 for, and 7 against. Sen Turnage then moved his amendments 
as specified on Exh. #1, attached. This motion passed unani- 
mous ly . 

DISPOSITION: Sen. Goodover then Moved HB50 As Amended, Be 
Concurred in. The motion was carried unanimously. 

Following, the meeting was adjourned with plans to recon- 
vene on adjournment of the Senate, this date. 

WILLIAM MA~HERS CHAIRMAN 
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STANDING COMMITTEE REPORT 

March ij 7 7 .................................................................... I ! !  . . .  

M R ............ .Pi.mfl ;&.@.&.tJx.. ....................... 

TUATIOH We, your committee on .................................................................................................................................................... 

BOtrSE ................. 50  having had under consideration ............................................................................................................ Bill No. 

UOUSE 50, Res~ectfullv report as follows: That ............................................................................................................ B~II NO ................... 
L _ 

IAxird reading b i l l ,  be amended as follws: 
i\ 
.fi - - y  

2 -  Amend the t i t l e 8  l i n e  16. 
Pollowing: w%979u 
Insert: "appointing a select legislativa cmmlttse; and* 

2 .  Lhmend gage 2 ,  line 17. 
Pollowingr l i n e  17 
Insert: "Soction 3.  Se l ec t  comaittee taratabliahed. (1) Tlxere is a ~ c l e c k  
coraittae on proparty taxation conais tbg  of 6 senators appointed by th<* 
cornittee on c o d t t a e s  and 6 representatives appointed by thu spczaker. .ior 
wre than 3 appoin-ntn from either house may be of the same p o i i t i ~ a ~  party 

( 2 )  The select cornittee s h a l l  elect a chairr~rn and such other of f i cz r ;  a 
it considers necessary, and s h a l t  steet u p n  the call of the chair. 

( 3 )  The select ccvrmtrittoe shall invsetSgata laws relating to proprxt.y ts:;~: 
tion and mans  of fairly iqlemmtiag the statwide! reappraisal. It s t i a l J .  
report i t s  rocomendations to the legislature before tlovembar 1, 1977. 

( 4 )  ',"he Separtmsnt of revenue shal l  provide technical and rerrearc~r rau:)~-+or 
to thcc fizlact comaittee. The lagiarlative m u n c i l  shall ptablish the report J E  
m o c ~  @tre select r=a#mittee. 

( 5  ISa~-!eri; of the conanittee shall  be reimbursed for attending meatinqs,. 
as proviaad by law for intsrarn w s i t u t s s ,  from funds appropriatd to the 
l eg i s la  Live council. " 

................................................................................................ Menwrtber : subsequent uect ion  
#EX3 . L l 6 f P ~ ~ u B f 6 j a - L ~ L ) ~ ,  C)HCVRI;ZED btWmm5 Cha~rman. 

Helena, Mont: 



hairman 
eetings 

S u p p o r t  

-* 

~Ection 3. Select committee established. 
(1) There is a select committee on property taxation 
consisting of 6 senators appointed by the committee on 
committees and 6 representatives appointed by the speaker 
Not more than 3 appointments from either house may he of 
the same political party. 

(2) The select committee shall elect a chairman and such other  
officers as it considers necessary, and e h a l l p t  upon 
the call of the chair. & 

re/&+ Jo/!'r .+eJd@ " 
( 3 )  The select committee shah investiga a eaAs of fairly implementing the statewide reappraisal, shall report 
its recommendations to the legislature before November 1, 197.1. 

(4) The department of revenue shall provide technical and 
research support to the select committee. The legislative 
council shall publish the report of the select cornnlittee. 

(5) Members of the committee shall be reimbursed for attending 
meetings, as provided by law for interim committees, from 
funds appropriated to the legislative council. 



STANDING COMMITTEE REPORT 

we, your committee on ...................................... XMhRX.M'? ............. , ..................................................................... 

SEWATE .......... having had under consideration .............................................................................................................. Bill  NO?^. 

SENATE 31 ........ .......... ............................................................................................................ Respectfully report as follows: That Bill No t 

introduced b i l l , ,  be amended as foZ1wp1 z 

1. Amend page lA section 1, l int612 W q g h  &?age 2, line 1 3 .  ...... .-..---.. 
strike: s&6<rG?i ~ ~ % j ~ - ~  k a i j c ~ , - ~ j t , - ~ , .  1 .  ,, 
JXertumbar: frr% sections 

G 4 \  i r, 

2 .  Amend page 11, section 6 ,  line 15. 
Following : "91-4119" 
Strike : " Bond" 
Insert: "Permfsefon' 

3. a n d  page 11, sectian 6 ,  line 19- 
Following : " ~ t a y ~  
Strike: -electn 
Is~aert:  "requaat" 

4 .  Amand page 11, seation 6,  line 21. 
Poiloving : " gro-4, * 
Insert: u p e m ~ ~ s i a n  
W % & a  5 wend page 11, raetioa 6 ,  line 22. 

Pol lavf ng s at tax* 
Insert: *or a pottLnm ZSunsefw 

STATE PUB. CO. 
Helena, Mont. 

.............................................................................. 
Chairmen. 



6 .  knend page fl, oeutfao 6, liaw 34. 
PolLowiny t " tharwLu 
fnarertrt ", or unt i l  papsat  BIII b4 ~ 4 t h o U t ;  Ziqui&~~tin$ a portion 
oS the capiwl aruatr. TBs b e w @ m n t  r r y  grpmit tha dafetx.1 of 
p~ytossnt fat not mca than b yern,  'orplaar euab aewrdftiono and term 
as *a degarttsscrnk madidax8 nwmrlrrp te u a u m  pryaunt* 
Pablwfngt 
Barfka: tka remahadex of l h a  24 ~ o ~ Q R  rll of l h m  $6 on gage 12. 




