
NINUTES OF THE MEETING 
SENATE STATE ADMINISTRATION COMMITTEE 

MARCH 7 ,  1977 

t 
The nleetlng was c a l l e d  t o  o r d e r  by Sena tor  Towe,  Chairman, a t  1 1 : O O  a.m. 
i n  Room 410 of t h e  C a p i t o l  Bui ld ing .  Committee members p r e s e n t  were 
Sena to r s  Towe, S t o r y ,  Blaylock,  Je rgeson ,  Ra6mus$enr Brown, and Roskie.  

T h e  fo l lowing  b i l l s  were d i scussed :  HB 67 
HB 1 2 3  
HB 178 
HB 203  
HB 275 
HB 24 

HOUSE B I L L  67  

Represen ta t ive  Hershe l  Robbins, Dis t r ic t  4 6 ,  sponsor of t h e  b i l l ,  s t a t e d  
t h e  purpose of t h e  b i l l  i s  t o  c r e a t e  a f i r e  m a r s h a l l  adv i so ry  c o u n c i l ,  
r a i s e  t h e  t a x  on f i r e  i n su rance  premiums f o r  maintenance of t h e  f i r e  
~ n a r s h a l l  bureau,  and provid ing  f o r  d i s p o s a l  o f  t h e  money c o l l e c t e d .  
For cornplete d i s c r i p t i o n  see attachmenb #1 i n  t h e  minutes  of March 4 ,  

b 
1 9 7 7  and a t t a c h e d  #1 o f  t h e s e  minu te s ) .  

v 

PROPONENTS 

A1 Sampson, Montana F i remen ' s  Assoc i a t i on ,  urged suppor t  of t h e  b i l l .  

Mike McGrath, Department of  J u s t i c e ,  s t a t e d  h i s  f u l l  suppor t  of t h e  b i l l .  

Dave F i s h e r ,  Montana F i r e  C h i e f ' s  Assoc i a t i on ,  s t a t e d  h i s  suppor t  of t h e  
b i l l .  

A r t  Korn, Sec re t a ry -Treasu re r  of t h e  ~ o n t a n a  Volunteer  F i r e f i g h t e r s  Asso.,  
u rged  support of  t h e  b i l l .  

Bob Kel ly ,  F i r e  Chief from Missoula ,  urged suppor t  of t h e  b i l l .  

H e n r y  Lohr, Broadwater County Rural  F i r e f i g h t e r s ,  supported t h e  b i l l .  

Gerald Sagmi l l e r ,  P r e s i d e n t  of t h e  Montana F i r e  Ch ie f s ,  s t a t e d  he s u p p o r t s  
t h e  b i l l .  

Z l l ~ n  Drake, League of C i t i e s  and Towns, s t a t e d  t h a t  group s u p p o r t s  t h e  b i l l .  

I3oyce C la rk ,  Independent I n s u r e r s  of Montana, p re sen ted  h i s  t es t imony 
i n  suppor t  of t h e  b i l l .  

Don A l l en ,  Execut ive  D i r e c t o r  of t h e  Montana Petroleum ~ s s o c i a t i o n ,  s t a t e d  
he  i s  concerned t h a t  t h e  F i r e  Marsha l l  be  g i v e n  ' t h e  b e n e f i t  of t h e  f u l l  
amount of t h e  tax  a s se s sed .  H e  urged suppor t  of t h e  b i l l .  



Minutes 
7 ,  1 9 7 7  

Thexe being no f u r t h e r  proponents  and no opponents t o  t h e  b i l l ,  t h e  hear ing 
was c losed  and d i s c u s s i o n  by t h e  committee fol lowed.  

kIOUSE RILL 123 

,Senator Je rgeson  c a r r i e d  t h e  b i l l  f o r  t h e  sponsor ,  Represen ta t ive  S i v e r t s o n ,  
D i s t r i c t  7 .  The purpose of t h e  b i l l  i s  t o  allow t h e  s t a t e  t o  p rov ide  
E i r e  p r o t e c t i o n  f o r  c e r t a i n  state-owned b u i l d i n g s  such a s  t h e  h i g h - r i s e  
d o r m i t o r i e s  a t  Montana S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y ,  t h e  C a p i t o l  Bui ld ing ,  e t c .  
The  F i r e  Marsha l l  w i l l  de te rmine  what b u i l d i n g s  f a l l  i n t o  t h i s  ca t ego ry  
and t h e  Department of Admin i s t r a t i on  can c o n t r a c t  w i t h  l o c a l  agenc ie s  
f o r  their s e r v i c e s .  

PROPONENTS 

Kay Blehm, Montana S t a t e  F i remen ' s  Assoc i a t i on ,  p re sen ted  h i s  w r i t t e n  
remarks t o  t h e  committee ( a t t a c h e d  # 2 ) .  

B o b  Kel ly ,  F i r e  Chief of Missoula ,  s t a t e d  2-3% o f  t h e i r  r e sponses  have 
been t o  state-owned p r o p e r t y ,  mainly  t h e  Un ive r s i t y .  He s t a t e d  it 
c o s t s  t h e  Missoula Deparkment approximately  $16,000-22,000 t o  p rov ide  

P h a t  percen tage  o f  s e r v i c e .  

R . A .  E l l i s ,  Montana F i r e f i g h t e r s  Assoc i a t i on ,  urged suppor t  of t h e  b i l l .  

Dave F i s h e r ,  Montana F i r e c h i e f ' s  Assoc i a t i on ,  urged suppor t  of  t h e  b i l l .  

Art Korn, Volunteer  F i r e f i g h t e r s  Assoc i a t i on ,  urged suppor t  o f  t h e  b i l l .  

There  were no f u r t h e r  p roponents  and no opponents t o  t h e  b i l l  and t h e  
hear ing  was c lo sed  and d i s c u s s i o n  by t h e  committee fol lowed.  

13OUSE B I L L  1 7 8  

Represen ta t ive  Har r ing ton ,  D i s t r i c t  88 ,  and sponsor o f  t h e  b i l l ,  s t a t e d  
t h e  purpose of  t h e  b i l l  i s  t o  r e q u i r e  t h e  Department of J u s t i c e  t o  compile 
and make a v a i l a b l e  i n  pamphlet form a l l  Montana s t a t u t e s  r e l a t i n g  t o  f i r e  
p r o t e c t i o n  and t o  r e v i k e  and p u b l i s h  t h e  same w i t h i n  9 0  days  o f  t h e  end 
of each l e g i s l a t i v e  s e s s i o n .  

PROPONENTS 

A1 Sampson, Montana S t a t e  F i remen ' s  Assoc i a t i on ,  s t a t e d  t h e  pamphlet i s  
most h e l p f u l  and urged i t ' s  cont inuance .  

A r t  Korn, Volunteer  F i r e f i g h t e r s ,  urged suppor t  of  t h e  b i l l .  

L a v e  F i s h e r ,  Montana F i r e c h i e f  ' s Assoc ia t i on ,  urged suppor t  of t h e  b i l l .  



"q'f 3 
i n u t c s  

March 7 ,  1 9 7 7  

There w e r e  no f u r t h e r  p r o p o n e n t s  and no opponen t s  t o  t h e  b i l l  and t h e  

I h e a r i n g  was c l o s e d .  

HOUSE B I L L  203 

I R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  Sheldon,  D i s t r i c t  22, s t a t e d  t h e  b i l l  was i n t r o d u c e d  a t  t h e  
r e q u e s t  of t h e  Department  of N a t u r a l  Resources and C o n s e r v a t i o n .  The b i l l  
e l i m i n a t e s  one  u n n e c e s s a r y  s t e p  i n  d e p o s i t i n g  f i re  p r o t e c t i o n  tax a s s e s s -  
m e n t s .  I t  would d e p o s i t  d i r e c t l y  i n t o  t h e  f e d e r a l  and p r i v a t e  r e v e n u e  I fund i n s t e a d  o f  i n t o  t h e  f e d e r a l  and p r i v a t e  g r a n t  c l e a r a n c e  f u n d  and t h e n  
i l l to  t h e  f e d e r a l  and p r i v a t e  r e v e n u e  fund. 

I There  w e r e  no p r o p o n e n t s  and  no opponen t s  t o  t h e  b i l l .  

S e n a t o r  S t o r y  moved House B i l l  203 B e  Concurred I n .  THE MOTION CARRIED 
UNANIMOUSLY WITH SENATORS RASMUSSEN AND DEVINE ABSENT. I ---- 

I 
HOUSE B I L L  2 7 5  

I K e p r e s c n t a t i v e  Mular ,  Distr ict  85, s p o n s o r  o f  t h e  b i l l ,  s t a t e d  t h e  purpose  
of t h e  h i l l  i s  t o  r e q u i r e  c e r t i f i c a t e s  o f  v o l u n t e e r  f i r e  companies t o  
be  f i l e d  a n n u a l l y  i n s t e a d  o f  q u a r t e r l y .  b - 
PROPONENTS 

) Art KOTII ,  Montana S t a t e  V o l u n t e e r  F i r e f i g h t e r s  A s s o c i a t i o n  spoke i n  
s u p p o r t  o f  t h e  b i l l  s a y i n g  it c u t s  down t remendous ly  on t h e  paperwork.  

I Dave F i s h e r ,  Montana F i r e c h i e f ' s  A s s o c i a t i o n ,  s t a t e d  t h e  q u a r t e r l y  r e p o r t  
w a s  r e q u i r e d  i n  t h e  d a y s  o f  t h e  p o o r  t a x  and now t h a t  t h a t  t a x  h a s  been 
a b o l i s h e d ,  t h e  e x t r a  paperwork s h o u l d  b e  a l s o .  

I There  b e i n g  no f u r t h e r  p r o p o n e n t s  and n o  opponen t s ,  t h e  h e a r i n g  was c l o s e d .  

S e n a t o r  B lay lock  moved House B i l l  275 B e  Concurred  I n .  THE MOTION CARRIED 
UNANIMOUSLY WITH SENATORS TOWE, BLAYLOCK, ROSKIE , BROWL~, STORY, JERGESON I PRESENT. 

' HOUSE BILL 2 4  I 

S e n a t o r  Brown moved t o  r e c o n s i d e r  a c t i o n  on HB 24 and s t r i k e  s e c t i o n  2 
i n  i t s  e n t i r e t y .  THE MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY WITH SENATORS TOWE, 
BLAYLEK,ROSKIE, JERGESON , STORY AND BROWN PRESENT. 

S e n a t o r  B l a y l o c k  moved House B i l l  24 B e  Concurred  I n  A s  Amended. THE 
MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY WITH SENATORS TOWE, BLAYLOCK, ROSKIE, JERGESON, 
STORY AND BROWN PRESENT. 

There  h e i n g  no f u r t h e r  b u s i n e s s ,  t h e  mee t ing  a d j o u r n e d  t o  r econvene  
March 9 ,  1977. 
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VISITORS' REGISTER DATE $7$7 

~ ~ T V A C P  T D A ~ T ~  p n p ~ h n p n  qrp&rp~yE~~ WITH SECRETARY 



Lyncll s a i d  t.llat under  his amendment, legislators w o u l d  

~iral<e d f P d t  $685  a mont l r  d u r l n g  l e g i s l a t i v e  s e s s i o n s .  lie s d i d  

t h c  d a i l y  amount would work o u t  t o  $ 2 6 . 3 4 .  

Or1 Monday, Scn .  R i c h a r d  C o l b e r g ,  D-Missoula ,  assdiled 

t-he t lme-honored p r a c t i c e  o f  pay ing  more expense  money t l l d n  

s a l d r y  t o  lawmakers .  

H e  s a i d  t h e  e f f e c t  was t h a t  members of t h e  l e q i 3 l d t u r c  

could a v o i d  p a y i n g  income taxes on  money t h a t  was r e a l l y  

lncorne. H e  s a i d  it d o e s  n o t  c o s t  l e g i s l a t o r s  $ 4 0  a d a y  c:acll t . o  

I l v e  i n  H e l e n a  d u r i n g  l e g i s l a t i v e  sessions. 



HB 67 increases the tax on fire insurance premiums that 

are designated for maintenance of the fire marshal bureau and 

designates a new source of funding for local fire prevention 

programs. This bill implements a recommendation of the interim 

subcommittee on fire laws that the state f i r e  marshal should 

be given a greater ability to promote fire prevention activities, 

especially in rural areas, by working with local agencies. 

Under section 3 of the bill both county governments and fire 

departments would be encouraged to participate in fire prevention 

programs developed by the fire marshal. 

Note that section 1 of this bill is the same as section 1 

of HB 90. This section clarifies the existing status of the 

Fire Marshal Bureau and reestablishes the Fire Marshal Advisory 

Council. If this office is to be moved, this section would 

need to be changed to reflect that move. 
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/f 1.5 S( 7,)- 
-- Bill No. 

Date 
7 .  

WHOM DO YOU REPRESENT? S / h n -  J? - * 
rC 

U L  4 5 y k l u  r At , ,, 
- .  c&-. 

-- d 

SUPPORT *1/1- OPP0816 - AMEND ----- 

PLEASE LEAVE PREPARED STATEWBNT WITH SECRETARY. 

comments : 



Y O :  !;UPIIORT?< AMEND? -- OPPOSE? 

1 I , I : ! \ . , J  t,EAVI*: ANY P rtGl'ARE1) STATEMENTS WITH TI1K COMMITTEE SECRETARY. 





, t i8:  ,, i<l.,:;l?~~rlN(; WHOM? . - gL--  

, j : Sllt'PoHT? - )( AMEND? _._- - OPPOSE? - - ___ 

, i.l;AVI.: ANY PREPARE11 STATEMENTS WITH THE COMMITTEE SECItJ2'l'ARY. 



~<i~ : l~ i t l~ , : ; i :NTlNG WHOM? - 

, y o  : SIIPPORT? 
rliLll 

-- AMEND? 
/ -  

OPPOSE? 

I l , i : ~ : , l :  I ,EAVE ANY PItb;PARlZI) STATEMENTS WIT11 THE COMMITTEE SECRETARY. 
! 



I 
'I'llc f o J . l o w i . l ~ y  arc: ,ciuggested arner~clmc:ntrs t o  Iiouse B i l l  6 7  by t-he 
L)cp,lrtn\cnt of J u s t i c e ,  i n  t h e  event  t h a t  S B  4 0 1  becomes law.  

That Ilouse B i l l  N o .  67  be amended a s  f o l l o w s :  

1. Alllend Page  1, S e c t i o n  1 ,  l i n e s  1 7  - 1 9 .  

F o l l o w i n y :  " i n  t h e  d e p a r t m e n t  o f "  

Strike: " j u s t i c e  which  i s  u n d e r  t h e  s u p e r v i s i o n  and c o n t r o l  
of t h e  a t t o r n e y  g e n e r a l "  

I n s e r t :  " a d m i n i s t r a t i o n "  

2 .  Anlend page 1, s e c t i o n  1, l i n e s  2 1  and  2 2 .  

E o l l o c ~ i n g  : " a p p o i n t e d  by t h e '  eemmRlissiefier-ef -ifistlratieett 

S t r i k e :  " a t t o r n e y  g e n e r a l "  

I n s e r t :  " d i r e c t o r  o f  the d e p a r t m e n t  of a d m i n i s t r a t i o n "  

3 .  Anend page 3 ,  s e c t i o n  1, l i n e  8. 

I E'o Llowiny  : "The" 

S t r i k e :  " a t t o r n e y  g e n e r a l "  

I n s e r t :  " d i r e c t o r  o f  t h e  d e p a r t m e n t  o f  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n "  



POI N 

1. 

MONTANA STATE FIREVEN'S ASSQFl,PTIFSw r t  

OFFICE OF TPE B E C R E T A R Y - ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~  : 1 *, 
' ,> X 4 !  * .  i 

, ' 2  ' +  *\  p$, * ,* ,> 6 

.6 ': Y ,  ,* 
!' r ' s  5, > 

* ,  ' ' 
4 a  c 

.* 
1 . * /  

t 1 

fq 

" I  
I *  

MONTANA STATE FIREVEN'S qSSS)Fj,4TlQN r t  

OFFICE OF TPE B E C R E T A R Y - T R e A S r f l g  , - : 1 ., 
!': ,+ X4! I S  '. i , + ,,\ &">+< ,* , . $ a  

. t>tr1:.#+ ;,) 

' )9. , ' .  
I ,- .>;i,d:i,, { 

, { , ! , a ,  
8 3, .I 

t I ! ,  - i , :  
I , ' . I  , 

, s ., J 
I 4 ,  

' .  L a  

TS TO CONSIDER ON HB 123 
, , '1 . 

I 7  t ,' 
1 

There w i l l  be no c o s t  t h i s  b iennium as there w i l l  be no requests  i nc l uded  
f o r  F i r e  P r o t e c t i o n  i n  t h e  Department o f  A d n \ j n i ~ t r a t i ~ n ' s  Budget alla, 
t h e r e f o r e ,  no a p p r o p r i a t i o n  i n  t h i s  area.  

The n e x t  L e g i s l a t u r e  w i  11 have t h e  f a c t s  f o r  t h e i r  4 ~ o n s l d e r a t i o n  and a  budget 
r eques t  f o r  cons ide ra t i on .  

3. The n e x t  L e g i s l a t u r e  i s  n o t  bound o r  kequ i red  t o  pay all o r  f o r  t h a t  ma t te r  
anL o f  t h i s  cos t ,  b u t  w i l l  be bound t o  some e x t e n t  t o  cons ider  t h i s  i l l a t te r .  - 
They may i n  t h e i r  wisdom determine a p r o p o r t i o n a t e  share o f  a  f i x e d  d o l l a r  
a p p r o p r i a t i o n  be d i s t r i b u t e d  on an e q u i t a b l e  b a s i s  among t h e  var ious  p u b l i c  

C 

p a i d  and vo lun tee r  departments f o r  t he  p r o t e c t i o n  p rov ided .  

1 
4. T h i s  L e g i s l a t i o n  p rov ides  a  s t a r t i n g  p o i n t  on needed a i d  t o  r e l i e v e  t he  

impact  o f  l a r g e  amounts o f  S t a t e  p rope r t y  l o c a t e d  i n  var ious  areas o f  tne 
Sta te .  



MONTANA STATE FIREMEN'S ASSOCIATION 
OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY-TREASURER 

# o f  M i  11s f o r  F i r e  Department 

1. Anaconda 

5. B i l l i n g s  s 

3. Bozenian 

2.  B u t t e  

13. G lend ive  

6. Grea t  F a l l s  

b 7.  Havre 

12. Helena 

8. K a l i s p e l l  

(Appra i sed Vd 1 ue j 
Cost pe r  i*li 11 i or3 
f o r  F i r e  Pro tec  t io i ;  - , -- 

11. Lewistown 15.11 , 5 1,813.20 

10. L i v i n g s t o n  20.12 5 2,414.40 

9. M i l e s  City 21.16 $ 2,539.LG 

4. M issou la  
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AN EXAMPLE BASED ON GREAT FALLS 

1. Gra in  I nspec t i on  Lab 

2. School f o r  t h e  Deaf & B l i n d  

Bui 1 d ing  

3 .  F i s h  and Game 

4. G ian t  Spr ings 32,100 -0- 

5. Highway Dept. 420,200 162,000 

6. Einpl o y n ~ e ~ ~ t  Serv ice  391,200 35,200 
l3m-Fj 5-' 
t 492,600 

1974 L i s t e d  Value 

Assessed Value 

Taxable Value 

22.16 M i l l s  f o r  F i r e  Serv ice  = x ,02216 

Cost t o  Nearest D o l l a r  - - 8 10,310 - 

If  t h e  S t a t e  p a i d  an amount equal t o  t h e  r a t e  p a i d  by o ther  p roper ty ,  t h e  c c i i  
f o r  f i r e  p r o t e c t i o n  would be $10,310 i n  t h e  C i t y  o f  Great F a l l s .  
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For t h e  1975-1976 F i s c a l  Year. M issou la  County l i 5 t s L  s i x  (6)  F i r e  D i s t r i c t s  
accord ing  t o  t h e  Montana Taxpayers Guide. They are a6 f o l l o w s  w i t h  t he  
corresponding c o s t  per $1,000,000 of appra ised value: 

I 

# o f  M i l l s  $ C o s t / M i l l i o n  $ t 

1. 12.09 $ 1,450.80 

2. 11 -21  $ 1,345.20 

No f i g u r e s  a r e  a v a i l a b l e  on t h e  amount o f  S t a t e  p r o p e r t y  l o c z t e d  i n  these F i r e  
D i s t r i c t s ,  b u t  t h e  f i g u r e s  would be a v a i l a b l e  f o r  t h e  n e x t  L e g i s l a t u r e ' s  c o n s i d e l - a t i c l ~ .  
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(Same as appra ised  va lue)  

Value a l l  S t a t e  B u i l d i n g s  
Approximate 20% unpro tec ted  

$ 235,6$5,90a 

Assessed Value h L T &  

Taxable Value X .30 - 
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