' MINUTES OF THE MEETING
SENATE STATE ADMINISTRATION: COMMITTEE
MARCH 7, 1977

The meeting was called to order by Senator Towe, Chalrman, at 11:00 a.m.
in Room 410 of the Capitol Building. Committee members present were
Senators Towe, Story, Blaylock, Jergeson, Rasmussen, Brown, and Roskie.

The following bills were discussed: HB 67
HB 123
HB 178
HB 203
HB 275
HB 24

HOUSE BILL 67

Representative Hershel Robbins, District 46, sponsor,bf the bill, stated
the purpose of the bill is to create a fire marshall advisory council,
raise the tax on fire insurance premiums for maintenance of the fire
marshall bureau, and providing for disposal of the money collected.

- For complete discription see attachment #1 in the minutes of March 4,
1977 and attached #1 of these minutes).

PROPONENTS

Al Sampson, Montana Firemen's Association, urged support of the bill.
Mike McGrath, Department of Justice, stated his full support of the bill.

Dave Fisher, Montana Fire Chief's Association, stated his support of the
bill. '

Art Korn, Secretary-Treasurer of the Montana Volunteer Firefighters Asso.,
urged support of the bill.

Bob Kelly, Fire Chief from Missoula, urged support of the bill.
Henry Lohr, Broadwater County Rural Firefighters, supported the bill.

Gerald Sagmiller, President of the Montana Fire Chiefs, stated he supports
the bill.

Glen Drake, League of Cities and Towns, stated that group supports the bill.

Boyce Clark, Independent Insurers of Montana, presented his testimony
in support of the bill.

pDon Allen, Executive Director of the Montana Petroleum Association, stated
he is concerned that the Fire Marshall be given the benefit of the full
amount of the tax assessed. He urged support of the bill.
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There being no further proponents and no opponents to the bill, the hearing
was closed and discussion by the committee followed.

HOUSE BILL 123

Senator Jergeson carried the bill for the sponsor, Representative Sivertson,
District 7. The purpose of the bill is to allow the state to provide

fire protection for certain state-owned buildings such as the high-rise
dormitories at Montana State University, the Capitol Building, etc.

The Fire Marshall will determine what buildings fall into this category

and the Department of Administration can contract with local agencies

for their services.

PROPONENTS

Ray Blehm, Montana State Firemen's Association, presented his written
remarks to the committee (attached #2).

Bob Kelly, Fire Chief of Missoula, stated 2-3% of their responses have
been to state-owned property, mainly the University. He stated it
costs the Missoula Department approximately $16,000-22,000 to provide
'that percentage of service.

R.A. Ellis, Montana Firefighters Association, urged support of the bill.
Dave Fisher, Montana Firechief's Association, urged Support of the bill.

Art Korn, Volunteer Firefighters Association, urged support of the bill.

There were no further proponents and no opponents to the bill and the
hearing was closed and discussion by the committee followed.

HOUSE BILL 178

Representative Harrington, District 88, and sponsor of the bill, stated_
the purpose of the bill is to require the Department of Justice to complle
and make available in pamphlet form all Montana statutes relating to fire

protection and to revise and publish the same within 90 days of the end
of 'each legislative session.

PROPONENTS

Al Sampson, Montana State Firemen's Association, stated the pamphlet is
most helpful and urged it's continuance. ‘

Art Korn, Volunteer Firefighters, urged support of the bill.

'bave Fisher, Montana Firechief's Association, urged support of the bill.
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There were no further proponents and no opponents to the bill and the
hearing was closed.

HOUSE BILL 203

Representative Sheldon, District 22, stated the bill was introduced at the
request of the Department of Natural Resources and Conservation. The bill
eliminates one unnecessary step in depositing fire protection tax assess-
ments. It would deposit directly into the federal and private revenue

fund 1nstead of into the federal and private grant clearance fund and then
into the federal and private revenue fund.

There were no proponents and no opponents to the bill.

Senator Story moved House Bill 203 Be Concurred In. THE MOTION CARRIED
UNANIMOUSLY WITH SENATORS RASMUSSEN AND DEVINE ABSENT.

HOUSE BILL 275

Representative Mular, District 85, sponsor of the bill, stated the purpose
of the bill is to require certificates of volunteer fire companies to
be filed annually instead of quarterly.

PROPONENTS

Art Korn, Montana State Volunteer Firefighters Association spoke in
support of the bill saying it cuts down tremendously on the paperwork.

Dave Fisher, Montana Firechief's Association, stated the quarterly report
was required in the days of the poor tax and now that that tax has been
abolished, the extra paperwork should be also.

There being no further proponents and no opponents, the hearing was closed.

Senator Blaylock moved House Bill 275 Be Concurred In. THE MOTION CARRIED
UNANIMOUSLY WITH SENATORS TOWE, BLAYLOCK, ROSKIE, BROWN, STORY, JERGESON
PRESENT. ‘

} HOUSE BILL 24

Senator Brown moved to reconsider action on HB 24 and strike section 2
in its entirety. THE MOTION. CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY WITH SENATORS TOWE,
BLAYLOCK, ROSKIE, JERGESON, STORY AND BROWN PRESENT.

Senator Blaylock moved House Bill 24 Be Concurred In As Amended. THE
MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY WITH SENATORS TOWE, BLAYLOCK, ROSKIE, JERGESON,
STORY AND BROWN PRESENT.

There being no further bu51ness, the meeting adjourned to reconvene

March 9, 1977. ) C
7R
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Strypped trom the House version were provisions for an

oalra 550 a month to legislative leaders and $100 a month in

cxpense money for legislators between legislative sessions.

Lynch said that under his amendment, legislators would

make a flat $685 a month during legislativé sessions. He said

the daily amount would work out to $26.34.

On Monday, Sen. Richard Colbergqg, D~Missou1a, assdiled
the time-honored practice of paying more éxpense money than
salary to lawmakers,

He said the effect was that members of the legislaturc
could avoid paying income taxes on money that was really
income. He said it does not cost legislators $40 a day ecach

live in Helena during legislative sessions.
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HB 67

HB 67 increases the tax on firevinsurance premiums that
are designated for maintenance oflthe fire marshal bureéu and
designates a new source of funding for_locél fife prévention
programs. This bill implements a recommendation of the interim
subcommittee on fire laws that the‘staﬁe fire marshal should
be given a greater ability to promote fire prevention activities,
especially in rural areas, by workihg with local agencies.

Under section 3 of the bill both dounty governments and fire
departments would be encouraged to‘partiéipate in fire prevention
programs developed by the fire marshal.

Note that section 1 of this bill is the same as section 1
of HB 90. This section clarifies the existing status of the
Fire Marshal Bureau and reestablishes the Fire Marshal Advisory
Council. If this office is to be moved, this section would

need to be changed to reflect that move.
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The following are suggested amendments to House Bill 67 by the
Department of Justice, in the event that SB 401 becomes law.

That House Bill No. 67 be amended as follows:
1. Amend Page 1, Section 1, lines 17 - 19,
Following: "in the department of"

Strike: "justice which is under the supervision and control
of the attorney general”

Insert: "administration"

2. Amend page 1, section 1, lines 21 and 22.

Following: "appointed by the eemmissiener-ef-insurance’
Strike: "attorney general"
Insert: "director of the department of administration"

3. Amend page 3, section 1, line 8.
Following: "The"
Strike: "attorney general"

Insert: "director of the department of administration”



POINTS TO CONSIDER ON HB 123 ~ '~

1. There will be no cost this biennium as there will.be no requests included
for Fire Protection in the Department of Adm]ni;tr&tiOn $ Budget and,
therefore, no appropr1at10n in th1s area.

2. The next Legislature will have the facts for the1r ;nns1derat1on and a budget
request for cons1deratlon. .
3. The next Legislature is not bound or requ1red to pay a11 or for that matter
any of this cost, but will be bound to some extent to consider this matter.
They may in their wisdom determine a proportionate share of a fixed dollar
appropriation be distributed on an equitable basis among the various pudblic
paid and volunteer departments for the protection prov1ded

4. This Legislation provides a starting point on needed aid to relieve the

impact of Tlarge amounts of State property 10cated in various areas of tne
State.




MONTANA STATE FIREMEN'S ASSOCIATION

QFFICE OF THE SECRETAR\'—TREASURéR

# of Mills for Fire Départment

(Appraised Value)
Cost per Million
lfor Fire Protection

1. Anaconda o | '_ﬁ | 44;23“M*‘f S 5,307.60
5. Billings D ‘Q 38 5 2,793.60
3. Bozeman . S 24;367 $ 2,916.00
2. Butte s o 5 4,494.00
13. Glendive - ‘ 12.4é - 5 1,498.80
6. Great Falls 22.]6 | $ 2,659.20
7. Havre 21.46 5 2,57v.20
12. Helena o 14.96 §1,795..0
8. Kalispell 2119 § 2,582.50
11. Lewistown | 1., s 1,813.20
10. Livingston | 20,125 2,414.40
9. Miles City 2.6 . 5 2,539.20

4. Missoula - 23.72. T $2,806.40




MONTANA STATE FIREMEN'S ASSOCIATION

OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY.TREASURER .’

AN EXAMPLE BASED ON GREAT FALLS

Bui1ding o Contents

1. Grain Inspection Lab ik,'i - $ 87;100 : $ 25,000
2. School for the Deaf & Blind 2,368,200 264,400
3. Fish and Game | . 78,300 6,000
4. Giant Springs | : 32,100 -0-
5. Highway Dept. 420,200 162,000
6. Employment Service 391,200 35,200
V377, $897,600
+ 492,600
1974 Listed Value $3,869,700
X 40
Assessed Value , $1,550,840
X .30
Taxable Value - $ 465,252
22.16 Mills for Fire Service = X .02216
Cost to Nearest Dollar = §_;.]0}310

[f the State paid an amount equal to the rate paid by‘other property, the cost
for fire protection would be $10,310 in the City of Great Falls.



!

MONTANA STATE FlREMEN 5 ASSOCIAT!ON

OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY TREASURER

For the 1975-1976 Fiscal Year, M1ssou1a County 11sts six (6) Fire Distr1cts
according to the Montana Taxpayers Guide. They are as follows with the
corresponding cost per $1 000,000 of appra1sed va]ue.

# of Mills o $ Cost/M1111on $ Appra1sed Va]ue '
1. 12.09 0. 80
2. 11.21 o sms20
3. 7.74 § 928.80
4. 5.46 | § 655,20
5. 6.37 | | 5 764.40
6. 4.22 §  506.40

No figures are available on the amount of State property located in these Fire
Districts, but the figures would be available for the next Legislature's consiaeraticn.

e e oo g St et i R W



MONTANA STATE FIREMEN'S ASSOCIATION

OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY.-TREASURER:

(Same as appraised value)

Value all State Buildings 8 294,607,400
Approximate 20% unprotected S o .20
‘ \ § 25,921,500

~§ 235,635,900

Assessed Value X .%O
: $ 94,.74,500
Taxable Value X .30

$ 28,282,308
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