
MINUTES OF THE MEETING 

PUBLIC HEYILTH, WELFARE AND SAFETY COMMITTEE 

March 5, 1977 

The twenty-second meeting o f  t h e  P u b l i c  Hea l th ,  Welfare 
and S a f e t y  C o m m i t t e e  w a s  c a l l e d  t o  o r d e r  i n  Room 405 o f  t h e  S t a t e  
C a p i t o l  Bui ld ing  by Chairman S tan  Stephens  on Sa turday ,  March 5 t h ,  
1977, a t  approximately  1 1 : O O  A.M. 

ROLL CALL: A l l  members w e r e  p r e s e n t .  

CONSIDERATION OF HOUSE JOINT RESOLUTION 38: Chairman 
Stephens  in t roduced  Represen ta t ive  Tower who expla ined  HJR38 t o  
t h e  Committee - he  s a i d  t o o  much of o u r  l e g i s l a t i o n  has  been such 
t h a t  it i s  weakening t h e  base  of o u r  s o c i e t y .  We need s t a b l e  
homes f o r  us  t o  work from - Represen ta t ive  Tower s a i d  he f e l t  
w e  should r ecogn ize  t h e  l a d i e s  ma in t a in ing  o u r  homes and t h a t  was 
h i s  purpose i n  i n t r o d u c i n g  t h i s  Reso lu t ion .  

There were no opponents t o  t h i s  Reso lu t ion .  A f t e r  a very  
s h o r t  q u e s t i o n  and answer p e r i o d ,  t h e  hea r ing  on HJR38 was concluded.  

ACTION ON HJR38: Sena to r  Lee moved HJR38 BE CONCURRED I N  - - 
motion c a r r i e d  wi th  o n l y  one Sena tor  d i s s e n t i n g .  

CONSIDERATION OF HOUSE BILL 176: Chairman Stephens  tu rned  
t h e  meet ing over  t o  P a t  Melby, D i r e c t o r  o f  t h e  Department of S o c i a l  
and R e h a b i l i t a t i o n  Se rv i ces .  I n  t h e  absence of  t h e  b i l l ' s  sponsor ,  
Represena t ive  Menahan, M r .  Melby exp la ined  t h e  purpose o f  t h i s  pro- 
posed l e g i s l a t i o n .  T h i s  b i l l ,  he s a i d ,  would c l a r i f y  t h e  method of 
reimbursement of  t h e  s t a t e  department by county boards  of p u b l i c  
we l f a re .  A prev ious  b i l l  was passed wi th  t h e  i n t e n t  t h a t  t h e  c o u n t i e s  
would re imburse  t h e  s ta te  f o r  t h e  c o u n t i e s '  s h a r e  - a t  t h e  t ime it 
was passed ,  t h e  f e d e r a l  government w a s  p a r t i c i p a t i n g  by 50 p e r c e n t .  
S ince  t h a t  t i m e ,  t h a t  government 's  s h a r e  i nc reased  t o  75 p e r c e n t ,  
t he reby  making t h e  t o t a l  125 p e r c e n t .  With t h i s  b i l l  passed ,  t h e  
c o u n t i e s '  p o r t i o n  would be 2 5  p e r c e n t  r a t h e r  than  50.  

Dean Zinnicker ,  Montana Assoc i a t i on  of  Count ies ,  was t h e  o n l y  
o the rpe r son  t e s t i f y i n g  a t  t h i s  hea r ing .  Zinnickew s a i d  h i s  a s soc i -  
a t i o n - s u p p o r t s  t h i s  b i l l  because it would e l i m i n a t e  t h e  125 p e r c e n t  
payments now be ing  handled.  

Sena to r  Rober t s ,  a f t e r  t h e  s h o r t  d i s c u s s i o n  p e r i o d ,  moved 
HI3176 BE CONCURRED I N  - motion c a r r i e d  unanimously. 
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ACTION ON HOUSE BILL 174: S e n a t o r  Norman proposed an  
'amendment, s a y i n g  t h a t  he  would L i k e  t o  v o t e  f o r  t h e  b i l l  b u t  
t h e  l anguage  i n  it i s  such  t h a t  h e  d o e s  n o t  t h i n k  t h e  b i l l  d o e s  
what t h e  s p o n s o r  i n t e n d s  it t o  do - i f  it became l a w  i n  p r e s e n t  
form, it would c a u s e  t r o u b l e  and b e  s u b j e c t  of  g r e a t  r i d i c u l e .  

Amendment: page 1, l i n e  20, f o l l o w i n g  "means": 
"any i n d o o r  room o r  area used  by t h e  g e n e r a l  p u b l i c  o r  s e r v i n g  
a s  a p l a c e  o f  work f o r  p a i d  employees."  (Taken from t h e  
Minnesota  l aw on t h i s  s u b j e c t . )  S t r i k e  remain ing  l i n e s  o f  p a r a -  
g raph .  

S e n a t o r  Watt's amendment ( " e x c l u d i n g  t a v e r n s " )  was added 
t o  t h e  above ,  p l u s  S e n a t o r  Rasmussen's  amendment ( " 6  o r  more 
p e r s o n s " )  . (See Committee Repor t  f o r  f i n a l i z e d  amendment. ) 

S e n a t o r  Norman moved t h e  above amendments, S e n a t o r  Watt 
seconded - motion carried on a v o i c e  v o t e .  

The o t h e r  amendments, which d e a l t  w i t h  S e c t i o n  8 on page  
4 , r e d u c e d  t h e  f i n e  t o  $10 a f t e r  5 d a y s  warning and p u t  t h e  s t r i c k e n  
o r i g i n a l  l anguage  back i n .  ( S e n a t o r s  Watt  and R o b e r t s  amendments.) 

S e n a t o r  Wat t  moved t h e s e  S e c t i o n  8 amendments - motion 
c a r r i e d  on a v o i c e  v o t e .  

S e n a t o r  Watt  moved HB174, AS AMENDED, BE CONCURRED I N .  
B i l l  r e p o r t e d  o u t  o f  Committee WITHOUT RECOMMENDATION ( t i e  v 0 t . e ) .  

ADJOURNMENT: With n o  f u r t h e r  b u s i n e s s  a t  t h i s  t i m e ,  
Chairman S t e p h e n s  a d j o u r n e d  t h e  m e e t i n g  a t  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  11:50 A.M. 

STAN STEPHENS , Chairman 
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................................. Much. .  7 . . . . .  19 2.%.. 

PUBLIC HEALTH We, your committee on ................................................................................................................................ . . 

174 having had under consideration ....................................... MOU@RR ......................................................... H i l l  No. ................ 

. - 
..... Respectfully report as follows: That ................................................................................................ 8111 No ..... 1.74 

a i r d  reading copy, BE AMENDED AS ~ 0 ~ ~ 1 4 6 :  

1. i-end page 1, section 3 ,  line 26 through 23. 
Folluvingt "means* 
Striice: 'a PUBLIC TRANSPORTATIOM VEHICLE OR A_ room, other than a 

tavern, q- r o o m ,  private club, elevator, @tore, or private 
residence* 

Insert: "any indoor room or area, excluding tavernsa 

2 .  heed page I, section 3, l i n e  23 and 24. 
Polaowinyt *personsm 
Inucrt:  "and is wed by the general public  or serves as n place 

of work for paid employeeom 

3 .  Imend page 4 ,  section 8, line 11. 
Pollowing: l i n e  10 
S t r i k e :  "A - LOCAL, EEALTI IIEPABTMENT MAYn 
Iasert: "A m a n a g e r  ofXpublic=nvicted of v io la t i~ lg  t i ~ i s  

acc shall be fined* 
) oBY&Sfb: 
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tielena, Mont. 
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Chairman. 
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4 .  Amand page 4 ,  aectior~ 6 ,  l i n e  12. 
Followins; l i n e  11 
t i  'CHARGE - THE HANAGDR OF A PUBLIC PLACE A FItlE OF" 

5 .  r?r~und page 4 ,  sact ion 8,  l fnas  13 and 14. 
FolPowirvj: line PL 
Strike. "$53"  
111t3'2r"t: 1'Fi5w 
E'ol icwincj ; "day * 
S t r i k e ;  "TrkPLT -- GICi+S ARE dOT POSTED Id ACCOWk;JCL 'riITil TniliS ACI"' --- ----- r--- - 
I n o e r t ;  "of o G 5 r e  mean@ any indoor f o a m  ck araa, exclt ldi i l*~ ~ ~ V C ? Z ~ A S I ,  

w , ~ i c i ~  is dosigned to rsorve sir or koru porsorls r;rntA i s  use!! iry 
the 5cn~raLtP p b P i c  OX ~ l e r v e ~ ~  as a F ~ ~ C Q  of work for  !>aid ~ i l , > l c ) ~ 7 e t ? s  

WITHOUT - RECOMMENDATION 
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