
aINUTES OF THE MEETING 
NATURAL RESOURCES 

MONTANA STATE SENATE 

March 5 ,  1977 

The twenty-four th  meeting of  t h e  N a t u r a l  Resources Committee was 
c a l l e d  t o  o r d e r  by Sena tor  Elmer Flynn,  Chairman, a t  9 : 3 0  a .  m.  on 
t h e  above d a t e  i n  Room 405  of t h e  S t a t e  C a p i t o l  Bui ld ing .  

ROLL CALL: Upon r o l l  c a l l  a l l  members were p r e s e n t .  

CONSIDERATION OF HB 254:  An A c t  t o  p r o h i b i t  t h e  d i s p o s a l  i n  Montana 
of l a r g e  q u a n t i t y  r a d i o a c t i v e  materials produced i n  o t h e r  s t a t e s ;  d e f i n i n g  
terms and p rov id ing  a pena l ty .  

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  Mike Cooney, r e p r e s e n t i n g  D i s t r i c t  8 3  and Sponsor 
of t h i s  b i l l ,  s t a t e d  t h a t  t h i s  b i l l  involved an extremely l a r g e  amount 
of work. H e  exp la ined  t h e  b i l l  s e c t i o n  by s e c t i o n .  He s t a t e d  t h a t  t h i s  
b i l l  would make it i l l e g a l  t o  dump n u c l e a r  was tes  from o t h e r  s t a t e s  i n  
Montana, L e t t e r  from Montana Energy and MHD Research and Development 
I n s t i t u t e ,  I n c . ,  was read  t o  t h e  Committee. (See Attachment 1.) He 
added t h a t  once wa te r  has  been contaminated t h e r e  i s  r e a l l y  no r e g u l a t i o n  
t h a t  we could  p a s s  t o  c u r e  t h e  problem. 

D r .  I r v i n g  Dayton, r e p r e s e n t i n g  t h e  Commission on Higher Educat ion 
and a  Nuclear P h y s i c i s t ,  s t a t e d  t h a t  he i s  an e x p e r t  on t h i s  s u b j e c t .  
H e  a l s o  was head o f  t h e  Phys i c s  Department a t  Montana S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y  
f o r  f i v e  y e a r s .  The wording of t h i s  b i l l  is t e c h n i c a l l y  sound and t h e  
b i l l  i s  c a r e f u l l y  drawn t o  show t h a t  i t  i s  n o t  a  "back-door approach" 
t o  h a l t i n g  e s t ab l i shmen t  of n u c l e a r  power p l a n t s  i n  Montana. H e  s a i d  
t h e  v o t e r s  had vo iced  t h e i r  f e e l i n g s  a g a i n s t  such a  ban l a s t  November. 
A s  a p r i v a t e  c i t i z e n ,  I endorse  the g o a l  of the b i l l .  He said t h a t  i n  
t h e  d e b a t e  i n  t h e  House, t h e  q u e s t i o n  came up of t h e  e f f e c t  of t h e  b i l l  
on mining o f  uranium i n  Montana. The b i l l  is  such t h a t  i t  does  n o t  a f f e c t  
t h e  mining o p e r a t i o n s  one way o r  t h e  o t h e r .  

J a c k i e  Hanson, r e p r e s e n t i n g  t h e  Montana S tudent  Lobby, s t a t e d  t h a t  
t h e  Montana S tudent  Lobby w i t h  a  membership of 2 6 , 0 0 0  does  suppor t  
HB 254. 

Sena to r  G a l t  asked,  do you f e e l  more d e f i n i t i v e  of  what a  l a r g e  
q u a n t i t y  is. 

D r .  Dayton r e p l i e d ,  t h e  Fede ra l  r e g u l a t i o n s  s e t  d i f f e r e n t  l i m i t s  
f o r  d i f f e r e n t  r a d i o a c t i v e  m a t e r i a l s .  



S e n a t o r  Smith  s a i d ,  a c t u a l l y  t h e  whole i n t e n t  o f  t h e  b i l l  i s  t o  see 
t h a t  Montana d o e s n ' t  want  t o  a l so  be a  dump f o r  r a d i o a c t i v e  w a s t e s  from 
n u c l e a r  p l a n t s  i n  o t h e r  states.  

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  Cooney s a i d ,  t h a t  i s  t r u e .  

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  Cooney i n  c l o s i n g  s a i d ,  I khink t h i s  i s  a  v e r y  
r e s p o n s i b l e  approach  t o  a problem t h a t  w e  are j u s t  b e g i n n i n g  t o  f a c e .  
I d o n ' t  t h i n k  w e  s h o u l d  w a i t  u n t i l  t r u c k s  a r e  r e a d y  t o  dump b e f o r e  w e  
t a k e  a c t i o n .  

DISPOSITION OF HB 254:  Motion was made by S e n a t o r  Smith  and 
seconded by  S e n a t o r  Dover t h a t  HB 254 BE CONCURRED I N .  Motion c a r r i e d  
unanimously.  

RE-CONSIDERATION O F  H J R  40: Motion was made by S e n a t o r  J e r g e s o n  
b h a t  t h e  C o m m i t t e e  r e c o n s i d e r  i t s  a c t i o n  o f  t h e  p r e v i o u s  mee t ing  on 
H J R  4 0 .  Motion w a s  seconded by S e n a t o r  G a l t  and mot ion  c a r r i e d  
unanimously . 

S e n a t o r  Manley s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  r e a s o n  h e  made t h e  mot ion  t h a t  
H J R  4 0  DO NOT PASS, was t h a t  w e  have t h i s  law. I t h i n k  w e  ough t  t o  
s t a n d  on it and back i t  and t h i s  I f e e l  i s  d e l u d i n g  t h a t .  H e  s t a t e d  
t h a t  t h e  F e d e r a l  Government h a s  a c c e p t e d  Wyomings, and it i s n ' t  a s  tough 
a s  o u r s .  

S e n a t o r  J e r g e s o n  s a i d ,  I t h i n k  t h a t ' s  what w e  a r e  g e t t i n g  down t o .  
I p r e f e r  t h a t  i f  t h e y  a r e  g o i n g  t o  have  t h e i r  f i n g e r s  i l l  it it  i s  by 
s t a t u t e .  

S e n a t o r  Smith s a i d ,  t h e  t h i n g  t h a t  c o n c e r n s  m e  is  t h i s  c o u l d  d e l u d e  
enforcement  o f  t h e  S t r i p  Mining A c t  by t h e  F e d e r a l  Government. I c a n ' t  
see where t h i s  R e s o l u t i o n  i s  g o i n g  t o  assist u s  i n  any manner.  

S e n a t o r  G a l t  s a i d ,  o u r  law d o e s n ' t  a p p l y  t o  F e d e r a l  l a n d s .  I 
t h i n k  t h e r e  i s  some b e n e f i t  i n  t h e  R e s o l u t i o n  m y s e l f .  

S e n a t o r  Manley added,  t h i s  c o u l d  b e  i n t e r p r e t e d  a  ha l f -a-dozen 
ways. 

S e n a t o r  Smith wondered, i s  t h e  S t a t e  Land Department  g e t t i n g  s o f t  
and a f r a i d  t h a t  t h e y  c a n ' t  e n f o r c e  s t r i p  mining on F e d e r a l  l a n d s .  

S e n a t o r  J e r g e s o n  added,  t h i s  p r o b a b l y  s t r e n g t h e n s  i t .  

S e n a t o r  Rosk ie  s a i d ,  t h e  R e s o l u t i o n  t a k e s  t h e  wrong approach .  H e  
s a i d  t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e  s h o u l d n ' t  s imply  b e  c a l l i n g  f o r  f e d e r a l  l e g i s l a t i o n  
b u t  s h o u l d  be s e e k i n g  a n  agreement  w i t h  t h e  F e d e r a l  Government, w i t h  o r  
w i t h o u t  a  F e d e r a l  law, t o  g i v e  t h e  s t a t e  power t o  impose i t s  own 
r e c l a m a t i o n  laws on f e d e r a l  l a n d s .  



S e n a t o r  Dover s a i d ,  I t h i n k  t h a t  w e  are a l i t t l e  h a s t y .  

DISPOSITION OF H J R  40: Motion was made by Sena to r  J e rgeson  and 
s e c o n d e d b y  Sena to r  G a l t  t h a t  H J R  40 BE CONCURRED I N .  Upon r o l l  call - 
v o t e ,  4 v o t i n g  y e s ,  and 4 v o t i n g  no, H J R  40 w a s  r e p o r t e d  o u t  WITHOUT 
RECOMMENDATION. (See a t t a c h e d  r o l l  c a l l  v o t e . )  

ADJOURNMENT: There  b e i n g  no f u r t h e r  b u s i n e s s ,  t h e  meet ing w a s  
adjourned a t  10:30 a .  m. 
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ATTACHMENT # 1. 

The Montana Energy and MHD Research 
and Development Institute, Inc. 

eoefQy Post Office Box 3809 
Butte, Montana 59701 

(406) 494-4569 
FTS 585-2421 

March 4, 1977 

Representat ive M i  kc Cooney 
Montana S ta te  L e g i s l a t u r e  
Capi t o 1  S t a t i o n  
Helena, Montana 59601 

Dear Representat ive Cooney : 

As I have s t a t e d  on numerous occasions, my experience i n  energy research 
and development has convinced me t h a t  t h i s  n a t i o n  cannot cont inue t o  a c t  
on energy problems w i thou t  cons idera t ion  o f  the  long- term e f fec ts  of our  
dec is ions  and w i thou t  a hea l thy  skept ic ism f o r  the assumption t h a t  f u tu re  
technology w i l l  always prov ide  the answers. 

The c u r r e n t  dilemma over what t o  do w i t h  nuclear  wastes i s  perhaps the 
bes t  example o f  where t h i s  k i n d  o f  t h i n k i n g  can lead. 

I t  was assumed f o r  many years t h a t  by the t ime nuc lear  waste became a  
problem, technology would be developed t o  conver t  i t  o r  dispose of i t  i n  
a  simple and acceptable manner. Yet, decades l a t e r  the on l y  s o l u t i o n  a v a i l -  
ab le  i s  t o  bury  i t  o r  dump i t  a t  sea. 

Not unexpectedly, people i n  the  v i c i n i t y  o f  these s i t e s  have become knowl- 
edgeable and concerned about what an acc identa l  re lease o f  r a d i o a c t i v e  
m a t e r i a l s  would mean t o  t h e i r  h e a l t h  and environments. The concern has 
developed i n t o  o u t r i g h t  oppos i t i on  as accidents d i d  occur, and the g rea te r  
the number o f  people i n  an area, t he  g rea te r  the oppos i t ion .  

With fewer people than most urban centers i n  the country ,  f4ontana and o the r  
western s ta tes  have, caught t he  a t t e n t i o n  o f  those charged w i t h  f i n d i n g  sollie 
way o f  g e t t i n g  r i d  o f  t he  waste; and we have been infor~r led t h a t  Montana i s  
being s tud ied  f o r  t h i s  quest ionable d i s t i n c t i o n .  

It appears, there fore ,  t h a t  n o t  o n l y  i s  Montana being asked t o  c o n t r i b u t e  
s u b s t a n t i a l  resources t o  he lp  t h i s  n a t i o n  solve i t s  energy problen~s,  bu t  
i s  a l s o  being asked t o  assume the  r i s k  t o  ballk people and resources i n -  
herent  i n  nuc lear  waste d isposa l .  

I t h i n k  we should l e t  the  n a t i o n  know t h a t  Montana does not  look w i t h  favo r  




