
MINUTES OF TH@ MEETING 
SENATE STATE ADMINISTRATION COMMITTEE 

MARCH 4 ,  1977  

T h e  meeting was c a l l e d  t o  o r d e r  by Sena to r  Towe,  Chairman, a t  1 1 : l O  a.m. 
i n  Room 410 of  t h e  C a p i t o l  Bui lding.  Cormnittee members p r e s e n t  were 
Sena to r s  Towe, S to ry ,  Brown, Rasmussen, Roskie,  J e rgeson ,  Blaylock,  and 
Devine. 

The  fo l lowing  b i l l s  were d i scussed :  HB 57 
HB 34 
HB 62 
HB 54 

HOUSE B I L L  57 

Dick Haryersheimer,  L e g i s l a t i v e  ~ o u n c i l ,  p r e sen ted  t h e  b i l l  f o r  i t ' s  
sponsor ,  Represen ta t ive  Marks, Distr ict  80, See a t tachment  #1 f o r  
t h e  e x p l a n a t i o n  of t h e  b i l l .  

There were no proponents  o r  opponents t o  t h e  b i l l .  

Sena tor  Blaylock moved HB 57 B e  Concurred In .  THE MOTION CARRIED U N A N I -  
) MOUSIJY. 

HOUSE BILL 34 

Joan Mayer, L e g i s l a t i v e  Counci l ,  c a r r i e d  t h e  b i l l  f o r  t h e  sponsor ,  
Represen ta t ive  Bardanouve as it is  a r e c o d i f i c a t i o n  b i l l  (see a t t a c h e d  # 2 ) .  

T h e r e  w e r e  no proponents  o r  opponents t o  t h e  b i l l .  

Sena to r  Blaylock moved HB 34 B e  Concurred In .  THE MOTION CARRIED UNANI- 
MOUSLY. 

HOUSE BILL 62 

Joan Mayer, L e g i s l a t i v e  Counci l ,  p r e sen ted  t h e  b i l l  t o  t h e  committe f o r  
t h e  sponsor ,  Represen ta t ive  Bardanouve as it i s  a r e c o d i f i c a t i o n  b i l l .  
( s e e  a t t a c h e d  #I) 

PROPONENTS 

A r t  Korn, Sec re t a ry -Treasu re r  of t h e  Montana F i remen ' s  A s s o c i a t i o n  spoke 
i n  f a v o r  of t h e  b i l l .  

A1 Sarnpson, Montana S t a t e  F i remen ' s  A s s o c i a t i o ~  suppor ted  t h e  b i l l .  

I Dave F i s h e r ,  Montana S t a t e  F i r e c h i e f ' s  Assoc i a t i on ,  supported t h e  b i l l .  

There were no f u r t h e r  proponents  o r  opponents t o  t h e  b i l l .  

Sena tor  S t o r y  moved t o  amend page 3 4 ,  l i n e  22 (see a t t a c h e d  committee 
r e p o r t ) ;  page 35, l i n e s  22 t h r ~ u g h  25 (see attached committee r e p o r t ) ;  
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Minutes 
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3 6 ,  l i n e  4 ( s e e  a t t a c h e d  committee r e p o r t ) ,  THE M O T I O N  CARRIED '3nd 53alr_C_ .-.--- --- 
UNANIMOUSLY. 

Scnator  Blaylock moved House B i l l  6 2  B e  Concurred I n  A s  Amended. THE ------ 
MOTION C A R R I E D  UNANIMOUSLY.  

HOUSE B I L L  5 4  

John Hollow, ~ e g i s l a t i v e  Counci l ,  p r e sen ted  t h e  b i l l  t o  t h e  committee 
f o r  t h e  sponsor ,  Represen ta t ive  Marks, D i s t r i c t  80 ,  as  it i s  a r e c o d i f i -  
c a t i o n  b i l l  ( see  a t t a c h e d  #I). 

There were no proponents  o r  opponents t o  t h e  b i l l .  

Sena tor  J e rgeson  moved House B i l l  54  B e  Not Concurred I n .  THE M O T I O N  
CARRIl3DWITH S E N A T O R S  RASMUSSEN AND STORY VOTING NO. 

There  being no f u r t h e r  b u s i n e s s ,  t h e  meeting adjourned t o  reconvene 
March 4 on adjournment of  t h e  Senate .  

b 

Thomas E. Towe, Chairman 
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10 January 1977 

TO: Representative Joe Brand, Chairman, House State 
Administration 

From: Dick Hargesheimer, Researcher @ 
RE: Bill Summaries, HBfs 38, 54, 57, 62, 67, 68 

HB 38 Game Wardens' Retirement System. This is a re- 
codification bill; there are no changes of substance. 

1Il3 54 Ballot Issues and Legislative Council. This brief hill 
reauires that the Secretary of State forward to the 
~eGislative Council any bailot isaues approved by 
the voters of the state and so proclaimed by the 
governor. 

FIB 57 Expenses and Compensation for  Le islators. This bill -+ / generally claifies the laws regu atlng the pay of 
,I legislators during: (1) pre-session caucuses; (2) 
/ 

_-.J legislative sessions; (3) t,he interim. In addition, 
this bill sets the expenses and sal&rj-es of legisla- 
tors who serve on the LegislgCive Council, the 
Legislative Finance Committee, the Environmental 
Quality Council, the Legislative Audit Committee, and 
the Consumer Council at the same rate -- namely, the 
rates set in 43-310.1 (Sectfoq 4 ,  page 5, lines 7- 
24 of HB 57). 

During the 1975 legislative session, several bills 
were introduced regarding the pay and expenses of 
legislators. Three or four of these bills were 
rather extensively amended during the session and 
subsequently enacted: the result was inconsistency 
and confusion in the law books as to exactly what 
salary and expenses legislators were entitled to. 
For example, Chapter 392, Laws of 1975, set a 
legislator's salary at grade 8, step 1 of a 
classified state employee -- the bill placed 
legislators in the state pay plan. But it was not 
clear whether this meant that legislators would 
receive the annual salary of a grade 8, step 1 
employee or a daily equivalent of that salary 
only while the legislature was in session. It 
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seemed, however, that the intent was to provide 
a salary equivalent to the daily rate of a grade 
8, step 1 classified employee for each day thaL 
the legislature was in sassi,on. 

HE3 57 (Section 3 ,  p. 2, line 25, p. 3, lines 1-25, 
p. 4, lines 1-25, and p. 5,mlines 1-6) sets the 
salary of a legislator while in session at a sate 
equivalent to the daily pay'of a step 1, grade 8 
classified state employee ($31.62) ; set6 the expetlses 
at $40.00 per d a y ;  and sets a mileage rate at the 
same rate provided for alJ. other state officers cjnd 
employees as provided in 59-801 ( 3 6  less than the 
mileage rate allowed by the IRS). In this regard, 
see Attachments A,B,C,  and D, to this memorandum). 

MB 57 also makes consistent the expenses and salaries 
of legislators while not in session -- in HB 57 the 
salary and expenses o f  leqislators who serve on 
interim committees, selecf committees, etc. while 
not in session are tied to section 43-310.1 (Section 
4, p. 5, lines 7-24 of HB '57). Section 43-310.1 
provides for a mileage allowane as provided in 
59-801, expenses as provided in 59-538 and 59-539, 
and a salary equal to 1/4 the daily rate of a 
grade 8, step 1 classified employee for every 6 
hours (or 1/4 of a 24 hour period) away from hornc 
engaged in committee business. Sections 59-801 ,  
59-538, and 59-539 apply to all other state 
officers and employees (see &ttachment?E to t h i s  
memorandum) . 
The current law regarding the pgy and expenses of 
legislators while not in session if$ confusing and 
varies from one committee to another; moreover the 
present law actually provides two different methods 
and atnounts for pay and expenses. HE3 57 is an attempt- 
to rectify this inconsistency apd confusion. 

In short, HB 57 provides for  one standard for salaries 
and expenses while the legislature is in session and 
one standard while the legislature ie not in s e s s j o n .  

HB 57 also repeals sections 43-311 and 43-714 (see 
Attackment F). ~ection'43-311, enacted in 1955, 
provides that the ~resident'af the Senate and the 
Speaker of the House will receive $25.00 per day 
in expenses while the legislature is in session -- this 
is actually $15.00 less than the expenses received 
by other members. It appears that the intent of 
43-311 was to provide S5.OO'a day -- extra to the 
President and Speaker; 43-311 z s  repealed and 
$5.00 extra per day is the President and 
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Speaker in section 43-:i0 (p. 4 ,  lines 13-15, HB 57). 

Section 43-714 is repealed because the same information 
in it is also now in 43-310.1. 

I1B 62 Firemens' Retirement System. This is another recodificatiol 
bill.  h here are no changes of substance in the bill. 

HB 67 Creates Fire Marshall Advisory Council, Raises Tax 
on Fire Insurance Premiums For Use By Fire Marshall 
Bureau. 

HB 68 Fire Protection of Forests and Agricultural lands. 

HB 67 and 68 are the result of a 1975-1977 interim 
committee study by the Subcommittee on Fire Laws. 
Bob Person , director of the research division of 
the Legislative Council, staffed this interim 
committee. He is preparing $4 summary of these 
bills for your perusal. 
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July 6, 1976 

TO : Montana Salary Cornmission 

FROM: Dick Harqesheimer, Council Researcher 

RE : Salaries and Compensation of Montana Legislators 

The salary and compensation of a Montana legislator is 
provided for in section 43-310, R.C.M. 1947. 

The 1 9 7 5  Montana Legislature amended section 43-310 to 
provide that a legislator receive $40 per day in expenses 
and a salary equivalent to grade 8, step 1 of a classified 
state employee. This change in 4 3 - 3 1 0  i; effective on 
,Januarg 3 ,  1 9 7 7 .  

There is some question about what the change  in 43-310 
means in terms of a legislator's total compensation. ( A  
copy of 43-310 is enclosed.) Grade 8, step 1, on the 
1976-1977  salary matrix (State Wage and Classification Plan) 
provides for a salary of $8,222. How, for instance, is 
this salary to be computed for a legislator -- hourly, 
weekly, annually, biennially? 

For t h e  purposes of computing a legislator's total compensa- 
tlon, I make the following assumptions. (1) A legislator 
receives a s a l ~ r y  for those days during which the legislature 
is in session. The salary is based upon the hourly rate of 
a grade 8, step 1, classified employee, which is $3.953. 
The dai Zy salary is $31.624. The weekly rate (at six days 
per week) is $189.744. Assuming 90 legislative working days, 
a legislator's salary would be $2,846.16 f o r  the b i e r ~ n i u m .  
(2) A legislator receives $40 per day in expenses for r ' i ) r  r*!, 
day of a session, including Sundays. Assuming 9 0 l e g i s l a t i v c .  
working days and 13 Sundays, a legislator's total expenses 
paid would be $4,120 for the biennium. The total compensation 
then would be $6,966.16 for the biennium, or $3,483.08 on an 
annual basis. This figure assumes a 90-day session every two 
years. 

-75- 



A c o r n p d r i s o n  o f  3 lecjislator's c:onlp~?nSrit l o l l  bcfort' c :~ ld  r i  t t c - r  
January 3, 1 9 7 7 ,  is outlined t x . a l o w :  

Annual 

Before A t  t cr --- - . 

$3,510 $ 3 , 4 8 3 . 0 8  

Biennial $7,020 $6,966.16 

The difference in compensation is accounted for by the f~!-t 
that the legislature now meets 90 days every two ycara i n s t c ~ ; , i i  
of 60 days every year. 

Finally, by placing themselves in the state pay plan (grade 8, 
s t e p  1 1 ,  the legislature insured a cost-of-living increase 
for successive legislators without necessi tatiny further , i m t ? r l c i . -  

ments to section 43-310. The matrix on the pay p l a n  provides 
for cost-of-living adjustments. 

R1I : ee 
Enc. 
cc: Rose Weber 



ATTACHMENT C - 
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L,EC,LSLA1I'OIIS 1'1L;D 'L'O S'I'A'i'E P A Y  PLAN 

Ijy St:cvc> G r d l ~ a m  
Assoclatcd P r e s s  Wrl t e r  
IIRLENA ( P I  - Undcr a prt)posal offered to the Montana Scnato on 

Tuesday by Senste Majority Leader Neil J. Lynch, state legis- 

lators would get the same monthly pay as highway weigh-station 

operators, draftsmen and prison guards. 

Lynch's plan was adopted by the Senate as an amendment 

to a bill that would increase the salary of state legislators 

beginning with the 1977 legislature. 

Lynch's amendment would tie the salary of leyislators to 

Step One of Grade Eight in the uniform pay plan under con- 

sideration for nearly all employes of the state. 

Lynch, a Gutte Democrat, said that tying legislative pay 

to the state pay plan would eliminate agonizing over law- 

makers' salaries during every session of the legislature. He 

said use of the state pay plan to determine legislative salaries 

also would have the advantage of raising the pay of lawmakers 

automatically in line with inflation. 

On Monday, the Senate debated and gave tentative approval 

to a House-passed bill that would raise to $25 from $20 the 

daily salary of lawmakers during legislative sessions. Also 

approved was an increase to $40 from $36 in the daily expense 

money allowed legislators while in session. 

However, thc blll was brought back for further Sena te  

d c b i t c  Tuesday ~ £ t , e r  Lynch said he wanted to offer amendments 

to the proposal. ,!f 




