
MINUTES OF THE MEETING 
LOCAL GOVERNMENT COMMITTEE 

MONTANA STATE SENATE 

March 4, 1977 

The meeting of the Local Government Committee was 
called to order by Chairman McCallum on March 4 at 9:37 
A.M. in Room 410 of the State Capitol Building. 

ROLL CALL: All membe~s were present with the exception 
of Senator Thomas and Senator Story. 

The following visitors were present: Jim Campbell, 
City of Helena; Les Nilson, Montana State Firemen Association; 
Ernest Post, Montana State AFL-CIO; Gene Donaldson; Glen 
Drake, League of Cities and Towns; Arlene Loble, City of 
Helena; Betty Boettger; Sam Gesko, City of Bozeman; Ed 
Johnston, Montana State Firemen; A1 Sampson, Montana State 
Firemen; Dave Fisher, Montana Volunteer Firemen's 
Association; Henry E. Lohr, Montana State Volunteer Firemen's 
Association; Art Korn, Montana State Volunteer Firemen's 
Association. 

CONSIDERATION OF HOUSE BILL 638: Representative Kimble, 
Sponsor of House Bill 638, stated the bill would not increase 
wages but would guarantee salaries already set up. It 
would not raise the minimum wage or change it in any way. 
A1 Sampson, Montana State Firemen's Association; Ray 
Blehm, Montana State Firemen's Association; Ernest Post, 
AFL-CIO; Dave Fisher, Montana Volunteer Firemen's Association; 
and Art Korn, Montana State Volunteer Firemen's Association, 
testified in support of House Bill 638. 

Opponents. Glen Drake, League of Cities and Towns, 
opposed House Bill 638 stating the bill is contrary to 
self-government powers. Arlene Loble, City of Helena, 
opposed House Bill 638 stating self-government should allow 
local boards to set minimum wages and fringe benefits. 
Betty Boettger opposed House Bill 638 (attached). Sam 
Gesko, City of Bozeman; Jim Campbell, City of Helena; and 
Gene Donaldson were opposed to House Bill 638. 

CONSIDERATION OF HOUSE BILL 459: Representative 
Hurwitz, District 45, Sponsor of House Bil.1 459, stated the 
bill has to do with pensions for firemen of small incorporated 
cities. The bill applies only to small volunteer fire 
departments in small communities. The bill attempts to give 
incentive to volunteer firemen who receive training. Art 
Korn, Henry Lohr, Dave Fisher, A1 Sampson, and Glen Drake 
support House Bill 459. 

House Bill 459. Senator Peterson moved House Bill 459 
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be given a "Be Concurred In" recommendation. Senator 
Dunkle seconded the motion. Motion carried unanimously. 

House Bill 6 3 8 .  Senator Dunkle moved House Bill 
6 3 8  be given a "Be Concurred In" recommendation. Senator 
Peterson seconded the motion. Senator Thiessen made a 
substitute motion that House Bill 6 3 8  be given a "Be Not 
Concurred In" recommendation. Senator Lockrem seconded 
the motion. The Chairman called for a roll call vote. 
House Bill 6 3 8  went out of committee without recommendation. 

House Bill 720.  Senator Lockrem moved House Bill 7 2 0  
be given a "Be Not Concurred In" recommendation. Senator 
Thiessen seconded the motion. Motion carried unanimously. 

ADJOURN: The meeting adjourned at 10:26. 
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RE; HR638 - 

I I HB 638 is  a b i l l  t h a t  would transfer tlre minimum wage S t a t u t e 3  I I 
r e l a t i n g  t o  f i remen i n  first and second class c i t i e s  from t h e  Local 

Government Sec t ion  of t h e  STa tu t s s  $0 t l z ~  s e c t i o n  d e a l i n g  wi th  the 

Labor Laws. A copy of t h a t  Statute 11-2932 i s  attached t o  t h i s  mernor- 
1. 

andunl. - . . 
The Firemen's  Assoc ia t ion  has t r i e d  t o  g e t  an amendment i n t o  tIB 122 

I I t h a t  would provide  t h a t  t h e  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  r a t h e r  than  t h e  f i r s t  and 

I I second c l a s s  c i t i e s  would e s t a b l i s h  t h e  minimum wage r a t e  f o r  f i remen.  I I 
I I The tlouse Committee on Local Government accepted  an amendment t h a t , w o u l d  I I 
I I con t inue  t o  g ive  t h e  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  t h i s  a u t h o r i t y  i n  a l l  c i t i e s  t h a t  

- I I 
I I haven ' t  adopted l o c a l  self--- T w -  

. / I  
ment t h a t  would do t h e  same f o r  the  f o u r t e e n  c i t ies  and f o u r  coun t i e s  t h a t  

e l e c t e d  t o  p l a c e  t h i s  ~ u t h o r i t y  ~JI the hands of t h e i r  l o c a l  l e ~ i s l a t i v e  

body. 

HB 638 by t r a n s f u ~ i n g  t h i s  section t o  the  Labor Laws would again 

I I t a k e  t h i s  power away from t h e  l o c a l  governing bodies  and place it i n  t h e  I I 
I I hands of t h e  l e g i s l a t o r s .  I t  is an a t tempt  t o  go through t h e  "back door t o  I1  
I I do what could  not be accomplished thrpugh t h e  f r o n t  door ."  I I 
I I This  b i l l  t r i e s  t o  t a k e  away from l o c a l  governmental bodies  the I I 
I I a u t h o r i t y  t h a t  t h e i r  v o t e r s  gave them i n  t h e  r e c e n t  e l e c t i o n s  on s e l f -  I I 

governmental powers. In Helena, one of the reasons  c i t e d  to  approve 
< . f  
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