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MINUTES OF THE YEETING 
FINANCE AND CLAIMS 

MONTANA STATE SENATE 

March 4 ,  1977 

The e i g h t h  meet ing  of t h e  S e n a t e  F i n a n c e  and Claims Committee 
m e t  on t h e  above d a t e  i n  room 331 o f  t h e  S t a t e  C a p i t o l .  The 
r o l l  c a l l  was t a k e n  and t h e  meet ing  c a l l e d  t o  o r d e r  by S e n a t o r  
T h i e s s e n ,  Chairman a t  2:52 P.M. H e  s a i d  w e  would t a k e  a c t i o n  
on b i l l s  w e  had hea rd  b e f o r e ,  and d i d  anyone have any prob- 
l e m s  w i t h  S e n a t e  B i l l  71. 

S e n a t o r  Regan s a i d  t h e r e  had been a  s a l a r y  commission who 
had s t u d i e d  t h e  s a l a r i e s  and r e a l l y  dug i n t o  it. She had 
r e a d  t h e  book and asked why w e  s h o u l d  t a k e  it upon our -  
s e l v e s  t o  j u g g l e  f i g g u r e s  w i t h o u t  r e g a r d  t o  t h e  recommend- 
a t i o n s  made, s h e  f e l t  t h i s  was u n f a i r ,  u n j u s t  and u n r e a l -  
i s t i c ,  and d i d  n o t  g i v e  c r e d i t  t o  t h e  r e p o r t .  She f e l t  t h e  
J u s t i c e  Department was t h e  o n l y  one a d d r e s s e d  i n  t h e  t e s t i m -  
ony on t h e  b i l l ,  and f e l t  t h e  E x e c u t i v e  branch was e n t i t l e d  
t o  a  h i g h e r  s a l a r y .  

S e n a t o r  Mehrens s a i d  he f e l t  t h e  C l e r k  o f  t h e  Supreme C o u r t  
a s  t h e  l o w e s t  p a i d  c l e r k  of  c o u r t  i n  t h e  c o u n t r y  s h o u l d  be 
g i v e n  a  s u b s t a n t i a l  r a i s e .  

S e n a t o r  S tephens  s a i d  he agreed  w i t h  S e n a t o r  Regan i n  t h a t  
t o  change t h e  f i g u r e s  a s  s u g g e s t e d  would c a u s e  a n  imbalance. 
w i t h  t h e  o t h e r  S t a t e  s a l a r i e s ,  and S e n a t o r  T h i e s s e n  s a i d  he 
f e l t  t h e  A t t o r n e y  Genera i  shou ld  be b rough t  up t o  $35,000.  

Motion by S e n a t o r  Regan t o  r e s t o i e  t h e  S a l a r y  o f  t h e  Gov- 
e r n o r  and A t t o r n e y  Genera l  t o  t h e  recommended s a l a r i e s  a s  
i n d i c a t e d  $42.5 thousand and $40 thousand.  Second by S e n a t o r  
Fasbender .  

S e n a t o r  Smith asked  a b o u t  t h e  g r o c e r i e s  t o  t h e  Governor,  he 
s a i d  t h i s  was q u i t e  a n  i t e m  when added t o  t h e  s a l a r y .  D i s -  
c u s s i o n  was h e l d  on whether  t h i s  was f o r  p e r s o n a l  use  o r  f o r  
S t a t e  e n t e r t a i n i n g .  

S u b s t i t u t e  motion by S e n a t o r  E t c h a r t ,  second by S e n a t o r  F lynn ,  
t h a t  t h e  Governor ' s  s a l a r y  be a t  $40,000 and t h e  A t t o r n e y  
Genera l  a t  $35,000 D i s c u s s i o n  was h e l d  on t h e  s n b s t i t u t e  
mot ion ,  and S e n a t o r  H i m s l  r e a d  from t h e  S a l a r y  Commission 
Repor t .  M r .  G o s n e l l ,  F i s c a l  A n a l y s t  gave some f i g u r e s  on 
t h e  expenses  a l l o c a t e d  t o  t h e  Governor.  

Motion by S e n a t o r  Fasbender ,  second by S e n a t o r  Regan t h a t  a  
s u b s t i t u t e  motion t o  o v e r - r i d e  a l l  o t h e r  mot ions  t o  a p p o i n t  
a  sub-committee f o r  s t u d y i n g  t h i s  b i l l  and t o  b r i n g  back a  
r e p o r t  t o  t h e  committee.  Motion passed .  The sub-committee 
a p p o i n t e d  by t h e  Chairman a r e :  S e n a t o r  Fasbender ,  Chairman, 
S e n a t o r  Regan, S e n a t o r  H i m s l  and S e n a t o r  Lockrem. 
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Senate  B i l l  72 was d i scussed .  Sena tor  Thiessen proposed an 
amendment f o r  funding t h e  H i s t o r i c  Records Network. The 
Motion was made by Sena tor  Fasbender,  second by Sena tor  Boy- 
l a n  t h a t  t h e  H i s t o r i c  Records Network s h a l l  o p e r a t e  w i t h i n  
t h e  budget  of t h e  H i s t o r i c a l  Soc ie ty  and t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  
System. Motion passed,  unanimous. 

Motion by Sena tor  Fasbender,  Second by Senator  Nelson t h a t  
Sena te  B i l l  7 2  p a s s  a s  amended. Motion passed.  Unanimous. 
Discuss ion on t h e  b i l l  included in format ion  t h a t  it was i n  
o p e r a t i o n ,  they  had 2 new a r c h i v i s t s  and 2 new a r c h i v i s t  
c l e r k s .  

Senate  B i l l  1 4 2  was d i scussed .  Discuss ion inc luded  i n f o r -  
mation t h a t  most of t h e  money would go t o  t h e  l a r g e r  c i t i e s ,  
sometimes t o  c o u n t i e s  and no t  t o  t h e  c i t i e s ,  and t h a t  a l l  
t h e  o t h e r  a r e a s  would dec ide  t o  go i n  f o r  a  handout from 
t h e  s t a t e  on expenses once t h i s  b i l l  was passed.  

Motion by Sena tor  Lockrem t h a t  Senate  B i l l  1 4 2  do n o t  pass .  
Motion seconded by Senator  Boylan, voted and f a i l e d .  

!dotion by Sena tor  Rober ts ,  second by Sena tor  Smith, t h a t  
Senate  B i l l  1 4 2  Do Pass .  Voted, t i e  v o t e ,  This  b i l l  t o  go 
o u t  of  committee wi th  no recommendation. 

Motion by Senator  Mehrens, second by Sena tor  Boylan t h a t  
Sena te  B i l l  154 do no t  pass .  'Voted,  passed.  

Motion by Se a t o r  Regan, second by Sena tor  Mehrens t h a t  
Senate  ~ i 1 1 1 6  o  n o t  pass .  Discusqion on t h i s  b i l l  inc luded  
r ecogn i t i on  of t h e  sav ings  i n  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  between t h e  
c o s t  of p a r e n t s  t a k i n g  c h i l d r e n  a t  18 6 p e r  mile  and t h e  
school  bus p i ck ing  them up on r u r a l  roads  a t  $1.25 p e r  
s t u d e n t  p e r  m i l e .  Motion voted and f a i l e d .  

Motion by Sena tor  Regan t o  amend t h e  b i l l  t o  $.15 p e r  m i l e  
t o  keep it i n  t h e  mileage r a t e s .  Second by Sena tor  Nelson, 
voted and passed.  

Motion by Sena tor  Regan t o  aniend page 3 by s t r i k i n g  t h e  
under l ined  m a t e r i a l  s t a r t i n g  wi th  l i n e  2 through l i n e  4 .  
Voted and f a i l e d .  

Motion by Senator  Smith, second by Sena tor  Flynn t h a t  Sen- 
a t e  B i l l  188 do pas s  a s  amended. Voted and passed.  

Senate  B i l l  3 4 0  was d i scussed  and Sena tor  Boylan asked t o  
l eave  it i n  committee t o  d i e  a  n a t u r a l  d e a t h ,  o r  t o  amend 
l a t e r ,  a s  t h e  committee d e s i r e d .  
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S e n a t e  B i l l  354 was d i s c u s s e d .  The committee f e l t  it needed 
more t i m e ' t o  d i s c u s s  t h i s  b i l l ,  and l e f t  it f o r  d i s c u s s i o n  
a t  a  l a t e r  meet ing .  

The mee t ing  a d j o u r n e d  a t  4 : 1 0  P.M. 

a t  y , : ~ & & l  
S e n a t o r  T h i e s s e n ,  Chairman 
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................ ... ...................................................................................... We, your committee on FXgMCR ATID. ..CMr?!S 

188 ........................................................ having had under consideration ........................................ Bill No. ................. 

.. Respectfully report as follows: That ................................ ..SE ........................................................ Bill NO. ... A.83 ,,..... 
' , introduced bill, be anended as follown: i . .  

' 1, Amend page 2, section 1, l i n e  8 .  
Following: " f $-..32)* 
Strike: "$.18@. - 
Insert: "$.25" 

2 a  Amend page 3 ,  section 2 ,  l i n e  13. 
P o l l o w h q :  "f$~3t+" - 
S t r i k e :  n$.18"  
Innert : RSrE" 

STATE PUB. CO. 
Helena, Mont. 

I . , g . . f  , .a:,. <", ;'*I 
........................................... c ......................................................... 
SENATOR THIESSEN Chairman. 



SENATE COMMITTEE FINANCE AND CLAIMS ---- ------ 

cJi- B i l l  No. 

NAME YES NO 

S e c r e t a r y  C h a i r m a n  

H i m s l ,  V . C .  
S t o r y  
E t c h a r t  
K o l c t a d  
Lockrem 
N e l s o n  
S m i t h  
S t e p h e n s  
F a s b e n d e r  
B o y l a n  -- 
F l y n n  
Mehrens  
Regan 
Roberts  - 
T h o ~ n a s  
T h i e s s e n ,  Cha i rman  

Mot i o n  : 
t 

/ 

J 

./ 
/ 

1 

4 

/ 

L/ .  

J 

J .  
r/ 



SENATE COMMITTEE FINANCE --- AND - CLAIMS 

f S Time ?? , ' [ ( /  

NAME YES NO 
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FIIIANCE AND C.T,AIMS We, your committee on ........................................................................................................................................................ 

SEHATE 72 having had under consideration-. -.-- ---.-------------------------- ----......-.--.................................................................. Bill No  .................. 

SENATE 72 
...................................................... Respectfully report as follows: That ................ ---- ......-.......................... --+ Bill No  .......... t ....... 

B 

1. rlmcnri p?qt:: 5 
Pol 1 o:.iirtc; : 1 i)~t? .I 
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/ .. ...........................-.......................................................................... 
S E ~ A T O R  TliIESSEXJ Chairman. 
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STATE PUB. CO. 
Helena, Mont. 
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SE~ATOR TEIIESSEN Chairman. 
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........................................................................................................................................................ ,. We, your committee on 
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STATE PUB. CO.  
Helena, Mont. 

. ;,., 
./,- 

. . .. ,a: . I. ++.. 
. . .......................................... ..................... .: .................................. ! 

SENATOR TBIESS%fl Chairman. 
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