
MINUTES OF THE MEETING 
HIGHWAYS AND TRALVSPORTATION COMMITTEE 

MONTANA STATE SENATE 

March 3 ,  1977 

The s i x t e e n t h  mee t ing  o f  t h e  Highways and T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  
Committee was c a l l e d  t o  o r d e r  by Chairman Manning on  t h e  above 
d a t e  i n  Room 404 o f  t h e  S t a t e  C a p i t o l  B u i l d i n g  a t  9:30 a.m. 

ROLL CALL: S e n a t o r  Hager was excused ,  S e n a t o r  Smith a r r i v e d  
a t  9:40 a.m. A l l  o t h e r  members were p r e s e n t .  

Those p r e s e n t  t o  t e s t i f y  i n c l u d e d  t h e  f o l l o w i n g :  

Kenneth C l a r k  
C a r l  Knutson 
David O l i v e r  

Uni ted  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  Union 
Brotherhood of Motor Way Employees 
D e  a r t m e n t  o f . T r a n s p o r t a t i o n ,  

R)lghway D l v l s l o n  
CONSIDERATION OF HOUSE BI LL  6 2 6 :  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  Bob S i v e r t s e n ,  

c h i e f  s p o n s o r  of  t h e  b i l l ,  t e s t i f i e d  t h a t  t h i s  b i l l  would r a i s e  
t h e  speed  l i m i t  f rom 55 MPH t o  65 MPH. R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  S i v e r t s e n  
s a i d  t h a t  he had c o n t a c t e d  o t h e r  w e s t e r n  s t a t e s  and had found t h a t  
Oklahoma i n  1975 had p a s s e d  t h i s  same law and t h a t  Kansas,  Idaho  
and Wyoming w e r e  i n t r o d u c i n g  l i k e  l e g i s l a t i o n .  I f  t h e s e  s t a t e s  and 
o t h e r s  s t i c k  t o g e t h e r ,  w e  migh t  have some impac t  on Congress ,  whereas  
i f  Montana works a l o n e ,  it would be  f u t i l e .  

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  S i v e r t s e n  s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  g r e a t  concern  b e f o r e  
had been t h e  w i t h h o l d i n g  o f  highway funds  i f  t h e  s t a t e s  d i d  n o t  comply. 
T h i s  b i l l  p r o v i d e s  a  way t o  convey t h e  message t o  Congress  t h a t  
t h e  w e s t e r n  s t a t e s  a r e  d i s s a t i s f i e d  w i t h  t h e  55 MPH speed  l i m i t .  
T h i s  b i l l  would o n l y  become e f f e c t i v e  upon t h e  p a s s a g e  o f  s i m i l a r  - 
b i l l s  i n  29 o t h e r  s t a t e s .  I f  29 o t h e r  s t a t e s  p a s s  such  b i l l s ,  t h e  
p r e s s u r e  would be  on Congress  t o  remove t h e  fund ing  p r o v i s i o n  t h a t  
f o r c e d  s t a t e s  t o  cdmply w i t h  t h e  55 MPH speed l i m i t .  

M r .  David O l i v e r  o f  theDOT Highway D i v i s i o n  s a i d  t h a t  h e  had 
been concerned  w i t h  t h i s  b i l l  u n t i l  t h e  29 s t a t e  p r o v i s i o n  was i n c l u d e d  
and t h a t  ~ o n g r ' e s s  would b e  f o r c e d  t o  t a k e  a  look a t  t h e  law i f  t h e r e  
w e r e  such a  mandate a s  29 s t a t e s .  M r .  O l i v e r  commented t h a t  l o t s  of 
p e o p l e  s e e m  t o  f a l l  a s l e e p  e a s i e r  and gauk around more a t  55 t h a n  
a t  65. The Montana Highway P a t r o l  f e e l  t h a t  t h e  p r e s e n t  speed  l i m i t  
i s  awkward w i t h  t h e  good r o a d s .  

M r .  O l i v e r  c o n t i n u e d  h i s  t e s t i m o n y  r e f e r r i n q  t o  t h e  r e a s o n  f o r  
t h e  55 MPH speed l i m i t  b e i n g  t h e  s a v i n g  o f  f u e l  and l i v e s .  Research 
seems t o  be  c o n t r a d i c t o r y  a s  t o  f u e l  c o n s e r v a t i o n  w i t h  no two r e p o r t s  
a g r e e i n g .  I t  a p p e a r s  t h a t  f u e l  e f f i c i e n c y  i s  s p e c i f i c  t o  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  
c a r s ,  w i t h  some c a r s  r u n n i n g  j u s t  a s  good a t  65 a s  a  55. 

M r .  O l i v e r  s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  speed  l i m i t  h a s  had a n  a d v e r s e  
economic impac t  on t h e  t r u c k i n g  i n d u s t r y  f o r  when t h e  speed  l imit  
was imposed t h e  f i r m s  had t o  p u t  on more u n i t s  t o  move t h e  same amount 
o f  goods i n  t h e  same amount o f  t i m e .  T h a t  means i n c r e a s e d  f u e l  con- 
sump t i o n .  
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One Idaho  t r u c k e r  t o l d  M r .  O l ive r  t h a t  he  had had 10 t r u c k s  on 
t h e  r o a d ,  b u t  t h e  speed  l i m i t  f o r c e d  him t o  add two t r u c k s ,  i n c r e a s i n g  
c o s t s  by 1 8 % .  With t h e  speed  l i m i t  imposed, t h e  10 t r u c k s  saved  
a n  a v e r a g e  o f  6 %  on  f u e l  consumption,  b u t  w i t h  t h e  a d d i t i o n  o f  t h e  
two e x t r a  t r u c k s  t h e  f u e l  consumption had gone up p a s t  t h a t  l e v e l  
t h a t  o c c u r r e d  b e f o r e  t h e  speed  l i m i t .  

A s  t o  t h e  s a v i n g  o f  l i v e s ,  M r .  O l ive r  t e s t i f i e d  t h a t  t h e  d e d t h  
r a t e  had d e c l i n e d ,  b u t  t h a t  was n o t  n e c e s s a r i l y  due t o  t h e  speed  l i m i t .  
There  w e r e  now b e t t e r  highways and s a f e r  c a r s  t h a n  i n  y e a r s  p r e v i o u s  
t o  t h e  s p e e d  l i m i t .  S t i l l ,  t h e  g r e a t e s t  number o f  d e a t h s  i s  a t t r i b u t e d  
t o  d r i n k i n g  which t h e  speed l i m i t  d o e s n ' t  a f f e c t .  

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  Mular t e s t i f i e d  t h a t  w i t h  t h e  new e f f e c t i v e  
d a t e  i n  t h e  b i l l ,  t h e  House Highways C o m m i t t e e  d i d  s u p p o r t  t h e  b i l l  
i n  i t s  p r e s e n t  form. 

Chairman Manning a s k e d  how t h e  number 29  had been a r r i v e d  a t .  
R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  S i v e r t s e n  answered t h a t  t h e  Oklahoma law had been 
w r i t t e n  t h a t  way. R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  Mular commented t h a t  w i t h  2 9  s t a t e s ,  
t h e r e  s h o u l d  b e  some c l o u t  p r o v i d e d  t o  g e t  Congress  t o  a d d r e s s  t h e  
i s s u e .  Chairman Manning asked  i f  t h e  states w i t h  t h e  wide open s p a c e s  
migh t  n o t  f e e l  d i f f e r e n t l y  from t h e  populous  s t a t e s .  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  
Mular s t a t e d  t h a t  2 9  s t a t e s  c a n  be c o n s i d e r e d  wide open. 

S e n a t o r  Aber a s k e d  i f  t h e  f i n e  would s t i l l  b e  $ 5  f o r  v i o l a t i o n s .  
R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  S i v e r t s e n  answered t h a t  t h i s  b i l l  would do n o t h i n g  w i t h  
t h e  p r e s e n t  f i n e s .  F i n e s  would s t i l l  be  $5 u n l e s s  t h e  c a r  was 
t r a v e l i n g  a t  a n  " u n s a f e  s p e e d " ,  and t h e n  would be  f i n e d  a c c o r d i n g l y .  
T h i s  b i l l  would n o t  change t h e  55 MPH speed  l i m i t  a t  n i g h t  e i t h e r .  

S e n a t o r  Lockrem a s k e d  i f  t h e r e  was a n y t h i n g  s a c r e d  a b o u t  t h e  
2 9  s t a t e s .  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  S i v e r t s e n  answered t h a t  t h e  o n l y  r e a s o n  
it was used i s  s o  t h a t  it  would be  c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  t h e  Oklahoma law 
and t h e r e  would b e ' a  c o o p e r a t i o n  among a l l  of  t h e  s t a t e s  a c t i n g  upon 
t h i s  t y p e  of  l e g i s l a t i o n .  Chairman Manning commented t h a t  t h e r e  
s h o u l d  b e  u n i f o r m i t y  between t h e  s t a t e s  and asked i f  t h e  o t h e r  s t a t e s  
i n t r o d u c i n g  l e g i s l a t i o n  had used t h e  same l anguage .  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  
S i v e r t s e n  s a i d  t h a t  Oklahoma's law was t h e  o n l y  one t h a t  had p a s s e d  
and t h i s  was i d e n t i c a l  t o  it. H e  was n o t  aware of t h e  s p e c i f i c  l anguage  
i n  t h e  o t h e r  i n t r o d u c e d  b i l l s ,  b u t  knew t h a t  t h e  i n t e n t  was t h e  salve. 

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  S i v e r t s e n  c l o s e d  by s a y i n g  t h a t  t h i s  shou ld  he 
a n  i s s u e  t h a t  i s  hand led  by t h e  s t a t e s ,  n o t  by t h e  f e d e r a l  government .  
With t h e  w e s t  s t i c k i n g  t o g e t h e r ,  p e r h a p s  Congress  would g e t  + h e  qessacTp 
t h a t  t h e  p e o p l e  d i d n '  t l i k e  t h e  f e d e r a l  mandates t h a t  a r e  t i e d  t mtjney. 

CONSIDERATION OF HOUSE J O I N T  RESOLUTION 11: R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  
W e s  Teague,  c h i e f  s p o n s o r  o f  t h e  r e s o l u t i o n ,  s t a t e d  t h a t  t h i s  i s  the 
same r e s o l u t i o n  t h a t  had been  i n t r o d u c e d  l a s t  s e s s i o n  and was l n t e n d e d  
t o  l e t  t h e  f e d e r a l  o f f i c i a l s  know t h a t  t h e  p e o p l e  of Montana were n o t  
s a t i s f i e d .  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  Teague s a i d  t h a t  he t h o u g h t  i t  would be  i n  
o r d e r  f o r  b o t h  HE3 626  and t h i s  r e s o l u t i o n  t o  p a s s ,  t h e  r e s o l u t i o n  
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p r o v i d i n g  t h e  i n t e n t  and t h e  b i l l  p r o v i d i n g  t h e  a c t i o n .  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  
Teague p o i n t e d  t o  a n  a r e a  i n  t h e  r e s o l u t i o n  r e f e r r i n g  t o  l a r g e  
g e o g r a p h i c a l  s t a t e s  and s p a r c e l y  p o p u l a t e d  s t a t e s  r e q u e s t i n g  some 
s p e c i a l  c o n s i d e r a t i o n .  Another  s e c t i o n  o f  t h e  r e s o l u t i o n  n o t e s  t h a t  
because  o f  o u r  s p a r c e  p o p u l a t i o n ,  w e  c o n t r i b u t e  t o  t h e  low f u e l  
consumption.  

S e n a t o r  Aber a sked  i f  t h i s  would have  any a f f e c t  on t h e  $5  f i n e s .  
R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  Teague answered t h a t  t h i s  was j u s t  a  r e s o l u t i o n  t n  
r e q u e s t  Congress  t o  g i v e  t h e  W e s t  some c o n s i d e r a t i o n  and would n o t  
have  t h e  e f f e c t  of  changing any law. 

CONSIDERATION OF HOUSE JOINT RESOLUTION 53: R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  Mular ,  
c h i e f  s p o n s o r  o f  t h e  r e s o l u t i o n ,  s t a t e d  t h a t  t h i s  r e s o l u t i o n  s e e k s  
t o  i n a u y u r a t e  a n  e x p e r i m e n t a l  t r a i n  runn ing  th rough  Montana t o  
c o n n e c t  w i t h  t h e  P o r t l a n d  Rose, t h e r e b y  g i v i n g  Montanans a c c e s s  
t o  S a l t  Lake C i t y ,  Denver and P o r t l a n d  by r a i l .  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  Mular 
s t a t e d  t h a t  Congress  h a s  a u t h o r i z e d  t h e  N a t i o n a l  R a i l r o a d  Commission 
t o  s t a r t .  one  e x p e r i m e n t a l  t r a i n  p e r  y e a r .  I t  i s  t h e  hope o f  t h i s  
r e s o l u t i o n  t h a t  n e x t  y e a r ' s  e x p e r i m e n t a l  t r a i n  might  go t o  Montana. 

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  Mular t o l d  t h e  committee t h a t  t h e  t r a c k  and t h e  
t r a i n  a l r e a d y  e x i s t e d ,  u s i n g  t h e  BN and UP r a i l r o a d s .  T h i s  r e s o l u t i o n  
would go t o  t h e  C o n g r e s s i o n a l  d e l e g a t i o n s ,  t h e  Governor o f  Idaho  and 
t h e  S e c r e t a r y  o f  t h e  Department  o f  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n .  S e n a t o r  M a n s f i e l d  
h a s  a l r e a d y  s u p p l i e d  much t e s t i m o n y  on t h e  s u b j e c t  t o  t h e  C o n g r e s s i o n a l  
Record,  and t h a t  t e s t i m o n y  s h o u l d  be  h e l p f u l  t o  t h e  p a s s a g e  o f  t h i s  
e x p e r i m e n t a l  t r a i n .  

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  Brand,  a  c o  s p o n s o r  o f  t h e  b i l l ,  t e s t i f i e d  t h a t  
e x p e r i m e n t a l  t r a i n s  a r e  b e i n g  t r i e d ,  b u t  t h e r e  i s  no Nor th  - South 
r u n  w e s t  o f  Chicago. With t h e  e n e r g y  c r i s i s  impending, mass t r a n s -  
p o r t a t i o n  w i l l  have t o  b e  looked  a t  s e r i o u s l y  f o r  t h e  f u t u r e .  I t  
a l s o  behooves  u s  t o . l o o k  a t  a l l  modes o f  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  t o  move p e o p l e .  . 

M r .  Kenneth C l a r k ,  r e p r e s e n t i n g  t h e  Uni ted  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  Union, 
t e s t i f i e d  t h a t  a  t r a i n  can  g e t  500 t o n s  p e r  m i l e  p e r  g a l l o n  w h i l e  
a  t r u c k  o n l y  g e t s  200 t o n s  p e r  m i l e  p e r  g a l l o n ,  f o r  more t h a n  doub le  
f u e l  e f f i c i e n c y .  T h i s  i s  t h e r e f o r e  a  v e r y  i m p o r t a n t  b i l l  f o r  p u b l i c  
t r a n s p o r t a t i o n .  

S e n a t o r  Smith  a s k e d  i f  t h e  t r a i n  would r u n  f u r t h e r  n o r t h  from 
Helena.  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  Mular s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  t e r m i n a l s  would be  i n  
G r e a t  F a l l s ,  B u t t e  and P o c a t e l l o  w i t h  a  t e r m i n a l  p o i n t  o u t  o f  Helena.  
S e n a t o r  Smith  commented t h a t  Helena was one  of  t h e  h a r d e s t  towns t o  
g e t  i n  and o u t  o f  f o r  a  c a p i t o l  c i t y .  

DISPOSITION OF HOUSE JOINT RESOLUTION 11: S e n a t o r  Aber moved 
t h a t  H J R  11 b e  c o n c u r r e d  i n .  S e n a t o r  Lockrem s u g g e s t e d  t h a t  HB 6 2 6  
was t h e  bet ter  o f  t h e  two and  t h a t  H J R  11 s h o u l d  be  h e l d  t o  see t h e  
outcome of HB 626 .  The b i l l  would b e  much more e f f e c t i v e .  

S e n a t o r  Aber s a i d  t h a t  he  c o u l d  see n o t h i n g  wrong w i t h  p a s s i n q  
b o t h  t h e  r e s o l u t i o n  and t h e  b i l l .  S e n a t o r  Lockrem seconded t h e  motion.  
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The motion c a r r i e d  unanimously w i t h  S e n a t o r s  Hager,  Hazelbaker  
and Graham a b s e n t .  S e n a t o r  Aber w i l l  c a r r y  t h e  r e s o l u t i o n  on t h e  
f l o o r .  

DISPOSITION OF HOUSE BILL 626: S e n a t o r  Lockrem moved t o  amend 
HB 6 2 6  on page  2 ,  l i n e  1 8 ,  s t r i k i n g  s e c t i o n  3 i n  i t s  e n t i r e t y  and 
i n s e r t i n g  a  new s e c t i o n  3 t o  r e a d  a s  f o l l o w s :  " E f f e c t i v e  d a t e .  T h e  
governor  may i s s u e  a  d e c l a r a t i o n  t o  implement t h e  p r o v i s i o n s  o f  t h i s  
a c t  when such  implementa t ion  w i l l  n o t  j e o p a r d i z e  t h e  s t a t e ' s  c o n t i n u e d  
e l e g i b i l i t y  t o  receive f u n d s  a u t h o r i z e d  by t h e  F e d e r a l  Highway Ac t . "  
S e n a t o r  Lockrem commented t h a t  t h e  29 s t a t e s  p r o v i s i o n  b o t h e r e d  him 
and t h a t  t h i s  amendment would a l l o w  t h e  g o v e r n o r  t o  c o n f e r  w i t h  t h e  
Washington b u r e a u c r a t s  and f i n d  o u t  i f  t h e  t h r e a t  of  w i t h h o l d i n g  f u n d s  
s t i l l  e x i s t s .  I f  it does  n o t  e x i s t ,  t h e  governor  may implement t h e  
a c t .  

S e n a t o r  Smith seconded t h e  amendment commenting t h a t  t h i s  way 
w e  w o u l d n ' t  need t o  g e t  a l l  29 s t a t e s  i n  o r d e r  t o  implement t h e  6 5  
MPH speed  l i m i t ,  b u t  a t  t h e  same t i m e  w e  would n o t  have t o  t a k e  on 
t h e  f e d e r a l  government.  

S e n a t o r  Aber s a i d  t h a t  he  l i k e d  t h e  amendment because  it would 
a l l o w  t h e  s t a t e  t o  a c t  w i t h o u t  f e d e r a l  a c t i o n .  S e n a t o r  Healy commented 
t h a t  t h i s  amendment would be  e a s i e r  t o  de fend  because  t h e  2 9  s t a t e  
f i g u r e  was n o t  j u s t  p u l l e d  o u t  of  t h e  a i r .  Senat.or Lockrem s t a t e d  
t h a t  t h e  amendment h e l p e d  t o  make t h e  b i l l  s t r o n g e r  and a t  t h e  same 
t i m e  i t  would g i v e  t h e  governor  t h e  a b i l i t y  t o  c a l l  t h e  f e d e r a l  b l u f f  
w i t h o u t  j e o p a r d i z i n g  fund ing .  

Chairman Manning commented t h a t  t h i s  was a  n o v e l  i d e a ,  b u t  might  
a l s o  be  d o u b l e  edged w i t h  t h e  29 s t a t e  p r o v i s i o n .  I t  may end up do ing  
t h e  r e v e r s e  i f  t h e  magic number c o u l d  n o t  b e  reached.  S e n a t o r  Lockrem 
s a i d  t h a t  he  c o u l d n ' t  t h i n k  o f  29 s t a t e s  w i t h  unique  s p a c e  problems.  
S e n a t o r  Haze lbaker  commented t h a t  t h e  e a s t  c o a s t  and t h e  w e s t  c o a s t  
w e r e  a n x i o u s  t o  r a i s e  t h e  speed  l i m i t  t o o  because  of t h e i r  f reeway 
system. 

S e n a t o r  E t c h a r t  commented t h a t  i n  o r d e r  t o  ge t  t o  '3 p o i n t  o f  
e q u i t y ,  t h e  MPG might  b e  f i g u r e d  on t h e  w e i g h t  of t h e  c a r ,  t h e  f a c t  
t h a t  t h e  c a r  i s  used  main ly  on  t h e  highways w l t h  qo s t o p s ,  e t c .  i n  
o r d e r  t o  a l l o w  a  h i g h e r  speed  and t h e r e b y  g e t  b e t t e r  m i l e a g e  s t i l l  
t h a n  t h e  s t o p  and g o  d r i v i n g .  Congress  shou ld  be a b l e  t o  work o u t  
a  fo rmula  f o r  each  s t a t e  b a s e d  on such  d a t a .  

The mot ion  t o  amend c a r r i e d  unanimously w i t h  S e n a t o r s  Hager and 
Graham a b s e n t .  S e n a t o r  Lockrem moved t h a t  S B 6 2 6  be c o n c u r r e d  i n  a s  
s o  amended. S e n a t o r  Smith  seconded t h e  motion.  The motion c a r r i e d  
unanimously w i t h  S e n a t o r s  Hager and Graham a b s e n t .  

DISPOSITION OF HOUSE JOINT RESOLUTION 53: S e n a t o r  Haze lbaker  
moved t h a t  H J R  53 b e  c o n c u r r e d  i n .  S e n a t o r  Smith seconded t h e  mot ion .  
The mot ion  c a r r i e d  unanimously w i t h  S e n a t o r s  Hager and Graham a b s e n t .  
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DISPOSITION OF HOUSE BILL 206: S e n a t o r  Smith commented t h a t  
d u r i n y t h e  s h o r t  b r e a k  he had i n f o r m a l l y  p o l l e d  30 motor  c y c l e  r i d e r s  
and t h e y  a l l  f a v o r e d  t h e  p a s s a g e  of  t h e  b i l l .  Most o f  thern s a i d  
t h a t  t h e y  would c o n t i n u e  t o  wear t h e  h e l m e t s  most of t h e  t i m e ,  b u t  
t h a t  t h e y  h a t e d  t h e  r e s t r i c t i v e n e s s  o f  t h e  law. S e n a t o r  Smith 
s a i d  t h a t  he had been s u r p r i s e d  t h a t  t h e  p r o p o n e n t s  o f  t h e  b i l l  had 
n o t  ment ioned t h a t  t h e  a c t  had been d e c l a r e d  u n c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  somewhere 
a l o n g  t h e  l i n e .  

S e n a t o r  Lockrem commented t h a t  h i s  1 5  y e a r  o l d  son had made a  
good comment a b o u t  t h i s  b i l l ,  t h a t  t h e  p e o p l e  t h a t  w o n ' t  wear t h e  
h e l m e t s  a r e  t h e  o n e s  t h a t  s h o u l d  be .  S e n a t o r  Lockrem s a i d  t h a t  i n  
l i g h t  o f  t h e  t e s t i m o n y  o f  t h e  s a f e t y  d i r e c t o r ,  t h e  law s h o u l d  redd  
2 4  and n o t  1 8  y e a r s  o f  age .  

S e n a t o r  Haze lbaker  commented t h a t  he c o u l d  n o t  u n d e r s t a n d  t h e  
l o g i c  o f  t h e  s t a t e m e n t s  made by t h e  g roup  t h a t  t h e y  d o n ' t  want t o  be 
t o l d  t o  do something t h a t  would be a  s a f e t y  p r e c a u t i o n .  S e n a t o r  
Lockrem s a i d  t h a t  i t  was t h e  same a s  c o n s t r u c t i o n  crews hav ing  t o  
wear h a r d  h a t s .  

S e n a t o r  Smith  n o t e d  t h a t  t h e  h a r d  h a t s  had a  head band and d i d  
n o t  f i t  a s  c l o s e l y  t o  t h e  head a s  t h e  i n s u l a t e d  he lmets .  S e n a t o r  
Lockrem s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e r e  would be a  problem of  en forcement  no  m a t t e r  
what t h e  age  l i m i t  was and t h a t  w e  would be p l a c i n q  an u n f a l r  burden 
on t h e  Highway P a t r o l .  

S e n a t o r  Smith s a i d  t h a t  1 8  y e a r s  of  age  was n o t  a r b i t r a r y ,  b u t  
it would h e l p  t o  keep p e o p l e  from s t i c k i n g  a  l i t t l e  k i d  on t h e r r  
w i t h o u t  a  he lmet .  S e n a t o r  Aber commented t h a t  1 8  was t h e  same t y p e  
of age  r e s t r i c t i o n  found i n  o t h e r  a r e a s  o f  t h e  law and t h e r e f o r e  was 
n o t  a r b i t r a r y  . 

S e n a t o r  Lockrem moved t h a t  t h e  h i l l  be  amended t o  r e a d  2 4  y e a r s  
of  age  i n s t e a d  of  18. S e n a t o r  E t c h a r t  seconded t h e  mot ion .  S e n a t o r  
S m i t h  n o t e d  t h a t  t h i s  would make the a c t  even  more u n c o n s t i t u t i o n a l .  
Maybe a l l  ment ion  of  age  s h o u l d  be  l e f t  o u t  e x c e p t  f o r  t h e  problem 
w i t h  k i d s .  

S e n a t o r  Lockrem s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  problem was t h a t  t h e  m u n i c i p a l i t i e s  
now had l o c a l  o r d i n a n c e s  d e a l i n g  w i t h  t h e  i s s u e  of motor c y c l e  he lmets  
t h a t  would be  i n v a l i d a t e d  by t h e  p a s s a g e  o f  t h i s  law. 

A r o l l  c a l l  v o t e  w a s  t a k e n  on S e n a t o r  Lockrem's  mot ion  t o  amend 
and it was d e f e a t e d  by a  v o t e  o f  two t o  s i x .  

S e n a t o r  Smith moved t h a t  HB 206 b e  c o n c u r r e d  i n .  S e n a t o r  Lockrem 
seconded t h e  motion.  A r o l l  c a l l  v o t e  was t a k e n  and t h e  mot ion  c a r r i e d  
by a  v o t e  o f  f i v e  t o  t h r e e .  , S e n a t o r  Smith  w i l l  c a r r y  t h e  b i l l .  

ADJOURNMENT: There  b e i n g  no  f u r t h e r  b u s i n e s s ,  t h e  mee t ing  was 
a d j o u r n e d  a t  10:25. A 
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