
MINUTES OF THE MEETING 
NATURAL RESOURCES 

MONTANA STATE SENATE 

February  24, 1977 

The twenty-second mee t ing  of t h e  N a t u r a l  Resources  Committee was 
c a l l e d  t o  o r d e r  by  S e n a t o r  Elmer F lynn ,  Chairman, a t  9:30 a .  m .  on t h e  
above d a t e  i n  Room 405 o f  t h e  S t a t e  C a p i t o l  B u i l d i n g .  

ROLL CALL: Upon r o l l  c a l l  a l l  members w e r e  p r e s e n t  e x c e p t  
S e n a t o r  Roskie .  

M r .  L a r r y  Weinberg, S t a f f  A t t o r n e y  o f  t h e  L e g i s l a t i v e  Counci.1, was 
a l s o  p r e s e n t .  T a l a  S k a r i  o f  t h e  Environmenta l  Q u a l i t y  C o u n c i l  was a l s o  
p r e s e n t .  

CONSIDERATION OF H J R  24: A J o i n t  R e s o l u t i o n  o f  t h e  S e n a t e  and t h e  
House o f  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  o f  t h e  S t a t e  o f  Montana commending t h e  G r e a t  
F a l l s  Gas Company f o r  h e l p i n g  homeowners t o  i n s u l a t e  t h e i r  homes t o  
c o n s e r v e  energy ;  e n c o u r a g i n g  o t h e r  u t i l i t i e s  t o  emula te  t h i s  example. 

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  Les H i r s c h ,  r e p r e s e n t i n g  D i s t r i c t  52 i n  Miles C i t y ,  
s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  1975 law prov ided  f o r  t h e  i n s u l a t i o n ,  and t h e  G r e a t  
F a l l s  Gas Company took a d v a n t a g e  of t h i s  p r o v i s i o n  and have  been doing 
a n  e x c e l l e n t  job  i n  i n s u l a t i n g  t h e  homes. The work i s  done and t h e n  i s  
added t o  t h e  monthly u t i l i t y  b i l l .  I n  G r e a t  F a l l s  a  c o s t  e s t i m a t e  
was done o n  320 homes and 110 o f  t h o s e  homes w e r e  t h e n  f i n a l l y  i n s u l a t e d ,  
and t h e  program seems t o  b e  working q u i t e  w e l l .  I am a s k i n g  t o  commend 
t h e  G r e a t  F a l l s  Gas Company f o r  t a k i n g  a d v a n t a g e  o f  a n  A c t  t h a t  was 
passed  i n  1975.  They s h o u l d  b e  commended f o r  t h e i r  e n e r g y  c o n s e r v a t i o n  
e f f o r t s .  

S e n a t o r  J e r g e s o n  s a i d ,  I t h i n k  w e  s h o u l d  commend them and t r y  t o  
encourage  o t h e r  u t i l i t i e s  i n  t h e  s t a t e  t o  d o  t h e  same. 

DISPOSITION O F  H J R  24: B r i e f  d i s c u s s i o n  f o l l o w e d .  Motion was t h e n  - 
made by S e n a t o r  J e r g e s o n  and seconded by S e n a t o r  G a l t  t h a t  H J R  24 BE 
CONCURRED I N .  Motion c a r r i e d  unanimously.  

CONSIDERATION OF HB 477: An A c t  t o  amend S e c t i o n s  89-318, 89-320; 
and 89-322, R.C.M. 1947,  t o  p r o v i d e  t h a t  t h e  Department  o f  N a t u r a l  
Resources  and C o n s e r v a t i o n  r a t h e r  t h a n  t h e  a p p l i c a n t  f o r  a  wea the r  
m o d i . f i c a t i o n  p e r m i t  s h a l l  p u b l i s h  t h e  n o t i c e  of i n t e n t i o n ;  and p r o v i d i n g  
a n  immediate  e f f e c t i v e  d a t e .  

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  Herb Huennekens, r e p r e s e n t i n g  D i s t r i c t  6 8 ,  s a i d  
t h i s  i s  e s s e n t i a l l y  a v e r y  s i m p l e  b i l l .  The c u r r e n t  p r a c t i c e  f o r  



weather  m o d i f i c a t i o n  a c t i o n  is  f o r  t h e  a p p l i c a n t  t o  go  t h r o u g h  t h e  
n o t i f c a t i o n  p r o c e s s .  The p o i n t  o f  t h e  b i l l  i s  t h i s .  I n  a l m o s t  a 1 1  
o t h e r  a p p l i c a t i o n  p r o c e s s i n g  t h e  n o t i f i c a t i o n  i s  done by t h e  d e p a r t m e n t .  
The r e a s o n  f o r  t h a t  i s  t h e  mechanics  o f  w r i t i n g  t h e  n o t i f i c a t i o n  i s  
a l i t t l e  t e c h n i c a l .  Moreover,  it makes it a  l i t t l e  more s i m p l e ,  a  
l i t t l e  more uni form.  

S e n a t o r  Manley a s k e d ,  what  i s  a  wea the r  m o d i f i c a t i o n .  

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  Huennekens r e p l i e d ,  c l o u d  seeding. H e  a l s o  s a i d ,  
w i t h  w a t e r  f o g  i t  i s  s t a n d a r d  p r o c e d u r e  i n  t h e  Uni ted  S t a t e s .  

DISPOSITION OF HB 477:  Motion was made by S e n a t o r  Smith  and --- 
seconded by S e n a t o r  Devine t h a t  HB 477 BE CONCURRED I N .  Motion c a r r i e d .  

ADJOURNMENT: -- There  b e i n g  no f u r t h e r  b u s i n e s s ,  t h e  mee t ing  was 
a d j o u r n e d  a t  10:OO a .  m. 

SENATOR ELMER J?L 
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STH T E PUB. CO. 
tieletla. Mont. 

I 

, . 
2 ,  

.. .......*.. : ........ , .... ..,: ...,.. .......................... 
f%W4TOR zx&S% PLYNEI Chairman. 
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