
MINUTES OF THE MEETING 
NATURAL RESOURCES 

MONTANA STATE SENATE 

F e b r u a r y  2 2 ,  1977 

The t w e n t i e t h  meet ing  o f  t h e  N a t u r a l  Resources  Committee was c a l l e d  
t o  o r d e r  by S e n a t o r  George Roskie ,  Vice-Chairman, a t  9:30 a .  m.  on t h e  
above d a t e  i n  Room 4 0 5  of t h e  S t a t e  C a p i t o l  B u i l d i n g .  

-3, 
- 

' I ,  

ROLL CALL: Upon r o l l  c a l l  a l l  members were p r e s e n t  e x c e p t  S e n a t o r s  2 
Flynn and G a l t .  S e n a t o r  Smith was excused .  2 1 

M r .  L a r r y  Weinberg, S t a f f  A t t o r n e y  o f  t h e  L e g i s l a t i v e  C o u n c i l ,  1 . I  
was a l s o  p r e s e n t .  

CONSIDERATION O F  HB 149: An Act t o  p r o v i d e  f o r  d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  
f e e s ,  f i n e s ,  p e n a l t i e s ,  and o t h e r  moneys c o l l e c t e d  under  t h e  Hard-Rock Mining 
Act  and p r o v i d i n g  a n  immediate  e f f e c t i v e  d a t e .  

M r .  J o e  Q u i l i c i ,  r e p r e s e n t i n g  D i s t r i c t  8 4  i n  B u t t e ,  and a u t h o r  of  
House B i l l  149 ,  s t a t e d  t h a t  by t h e  f i s c a l  n o t e  on t h i s  b i l l  it d o e s n ' t  
i n v o l v e  a n  awfu l  l o t  of  money. The Department  of  Lands would l i k e  t h e  
L e g i s l a t u r e  t o  g i v e  t h e  d i r e c t i o n  o f  how t o  u t i l i z e  t h e s e  f u n d s .  

M r .  Leo B e r r y ,  r e p r e s e n t i n g  t h e  Department  o f  S t a t e  Lands ,  s t a t e d  
t h a t  o v e r  t h e  l a s t  s e v e r a l  y e a r s  t h e  i n s p e c t o r s  have  come i n  and s a i d  
they  have  found s e v e r a l  o l d  mines  which are i n  u n s a f e  c o n d i t i o n  and 
someone migh t  g e t  h u r t  i n  them. The B i l l  p roposed would p l a c e  such  
f u n d s ,  and a l l  t h o s e  f u n d s  t o  b e  s u b s e q u e n t l y  c o l l e c t e d ,  i n  a Hard Rock 
Mining and Reclamat ion  Fund. The monies would b e  used  f o r  r e s e a r c h  and 
t o  r e c l a i m  a r e a s  a f f e c t e d  by Hard Rock min ing  o p e r a t i o n s ,  p r i o r  t o  
enactment  o f  t h e  A c t .  

S e n a t o r  Rosk ie  s t a t e d ,  r e s e a r c h  was a p p a r e n t l y  added - was i t  
con templa ted  t h a t  a  s m a l l  amount o f  money would be f o r  r e s e a r c h  on 
r e v e g e t a t i o n  and r e h a b i l i t a t i o n  o f  w a t e r .  

M r .  Be r ry  s a i d ,  I t h i n k  it c o u l d  b e  d i v i d e d  e q u a l l y .  

S e n a t o r  Roskie  s a i d ,  I t h i n k  w e  a r e  t a l k i n g  a b o u t  s t u d i e s  i n  t h i s .  

M r .  Be r ry  r e p l i e d ,  w e  v e r y  w e l l  c o u l d  be .  H e  added,  t h a t  e v e r y  
fund would c o n t i n u e  t o  s t a y  i n  t h e  fund  u n t i l  t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e  a p p r o p r i a t e s  
t h e  money t o  u s .  

S e n a t o r  Devine asked ,  d o e s n ' t  t h e  School  o f  Mines d o  any of t h e s e  
s t u d i  es , 

M r .  Ber ry  r e p l i e d ,  n o t  t o  my knowledge. 



A f t . e r  b r ie f  d i s c u s s i o n ,  S e n a t o r  Rosk ie  c l o s e d  t h e  h e a r i n g  
on HB 1 4 9 .  

DlSPOSITION O F  HB 149: Motion w a s  made by S e n a t o r  Manley and 
s e c o n ~ < ~ b y  S e n a t o r  Dover t h a t  HB 149 BE CONCURRED IN .  Motion 
c a r r i e d  unanimously . 

ADJOURNMENT: There  b e i n g  no f u r t h e r  b u s i n e s s  t h e  mee t ing  was --- 
a d j o u r n e d  a t  10:05 a .  m. 
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STANDING COMMITTEE REPORT 

February 22 77 ................................................................ 10 . . . . .  

~1 R ........ .i::~",~t;.rx~m.x. ............................. 

............................................................ we,  yotlr committee on ........................................... A .  

having had under consideration ...................................... #1 ............................................................ Bill ~ o . 1  4.9 ......... 

WUSE 149, ................... Respectfully report as follows: That ............................................................................................................ 8111 No 

51-ATE PUB. CO. 
Helena .  Mont. 



( A t t a c h m e n t  #l. ) 

SUMMARY BILL FOR FINES, FEES AND PENALTIES 

The l la rd  Rock A c t  was amended by the 1974 L e g i s l a t u r e  t o  p lace  enforce-  

ment o f  t h e  Ac t  i n  t h e  A t to rney  General ' s  o f f i c e .  The A c t  c a l l s  f o r  t he  

c o l l e c t i o n  o f  f i n e s ,  fees and pena l t i es ,  l i k e  t h e  S t r i p  and Underground 

Mine Reclamation Act,  b u t  u n l i k e  t h a t  Act, i t  does n o t  s t a t e  t h e  account 

i n t o  which such monies are  t o  be placed. The department c u r r e n t l y  has 

$16,200 i n  an uncleared c o l l e c t i o n  account pending l e g i s l a t i v e  r e s o l u t i o n  

o f  t he  mat te r .  The B i l l  proposed would p lace such funds, and a l l  those 

funds t o  be subsequently co l l ec ted ,  i n  a Hard Rock Min ing and Reclamation 

Fund. The monies would be used f o r  research and t o  r e c l a i m  areas a f f e c t e d  

by Hard Rock m in ing  operat ions,  p r i o r  t o  enactment of' t h e  Act .  The fund 

w i l l  be i d e n t i c a l  t o  one which c u r r e n t l y  e x i s t s  i n  t he  S t r i p  and Under-ground 

Mine Reclanlation Ac t .  I t  w i l l  o n l y  be a v a i l a b l e  t o  the  department by 

a p p r o p r i a t i o n  by t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e .  

Through i t s  f i e l d  inspect ions ,  the department has become aware o f  

severa l  p o t e n t i a l l y  dangerous s i t u a t i o n s .  There a r e  many o l d  mine dumps which 

have been uns tab le  through t h e  weather ing process over  t h e  years  and seve ra l  

unsafe mine shaf ts ;  these types o f  s i t u a t i o n s  cou ld  be co r rec ted  by  u t i l i z i n g  

t h e  proposed fund. 

I f  p a s t  t rends ho ld  t r u e ,  i t  i s  a n t i c i p a t e d  t h a t  approx imate ly  f i v e  t o  

t e n  thousand d o l l a r s  per  year  w i l l  be placed i n  such a fund. 



VINUTES OF THE MEETING 
NATURAL RESOURCES 

MONTANA STATE SENATE 

F e b r u a r y  23 ,  1977  

The t w e n t y - f i r s t  m e e t i n g  o f  t h e  N a t u r a l  R e s o u r c e s  Commit tee  was 
c a l l e d  t o  o r d e r  b y  S e n a t o r  Elmer  F l y n n ,  Chai rman,  a t  7:30 p .  m .  on  t h e  
above  d a t e  i n  Room 331 of t h e  S t a t e  C a p i t o l  B u i l d i n g .  

ROLL CALL: Upon r o l l  c a l l  a l l  members were p r e s e n t  e x c e p t  
S e n a t o r  Smi th .  

CONSIDERATION OF SJR 41: A J o i n t  R e s o l u t i o n  of  t h e  S e n a t e  a n d  t h e  
H o u s e - m R e p r e s e n t a t l v e s  o r  t h e  S t a t e  o f  Montana u r g i n g  C o n g r e s s  and  
t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  F i s h  and  W i l d l i f e  S e r v i c e  t o  r e c o g n i z e  t h e  i m p o r t a n c e  r , 
of l i v e s t o c k  i n  t h e  C h a r l e s  M. R u s s e l l  Game Range. 

S e n a t o r  Mark E t c h a r t ,  r e p r e s e n t i n g  D i s t r i c t  2 and  Sponso r  o f  t h e  
B i l l ,  e x p l a i n e d  t h a t  t h e  R e s o l u t i o n  was t o  b e  s e n t  t o  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  
F i s h  and W i l d l i f e  S e r v i c e ,  r e c o g n i z i n g  t h e  i m p o r t a n c e  o f  l i v e s t o c k  i n  
t h e  C h a r l e s  M. Russel lGame Range. 

DISPOSITION OF SJR 41: Mot ion  was made by S e n a t o r  G a l t  and 
p-- 

seconded  by S e n a t o r  Dover t h a t  SJR 41  DO PASS. Motion c a r r i e d  
unan imous ly  . 

ADJOURNMENT: - T h e r e  b e i n g  no f u r t h e r  b u s i n e s s ,  t h e  m e e t i n g  was 
a d j o u r n e d  a t  7:34 p.  m. 



ROLL CALL 

NATURAL RESOURCES COMMITTEE - 

45th LEGISLATIVE SESSION - - 1977 

L' ic-i, a . 7 ~  attach to minutes. 



STANDING COMMITTEE REPORT 

.L1reraLdeu t MR. .............................................................. 

Senate Joint msalution ..... ....... .................................................................................................................. having had under ansideration NO. 4 1  

Senate Joint Basolution .................. 4.3. Respectfully report as follows: That ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~................................................. No. 

DO PASS .-- 

STATE PUB. CO. 
Helena. Mont. 

. '7 . . . . . .  ..,............,..............In................................................ i *A( . ,  , . , Chairman. 
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