
MINUTES OF THE Ml3ETING 
HIGHWAYS AND TRANSPORTATION COtO4ITTEE 

MONTANA STATE SENATE 

February  2 2 ,  1977 

The f o u r t e e n t h  mee t ing  o f  t h e  Highways and T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  
Commit-tee was c a l l e d  t o  o r d e r  by Chairman Manning on  t h e  above 
d a t e  i n  Room 4 0 4  o f  t h e  S t a t e  C a p i t o l  B u i l d i n g  a t  9:30 a.m. 

ROLL CALL: S e n a t o r  E t c h a r t  was excused ;  S e n a t o r  Healy was 
a b s e n t .  A l l  o t h e r  members w e r e  p r e s e n t .  

Those p r e s e n t  t o  t e s t i f y  i n c l u d e d  t h e  f o l l o w i n g :  

L a r r y  Huss 
Gera ld  F. Raunig 

Montana Auto D e a l e r s  A s s o c i a t i o n  
I 1  11 I 1  11 

CONSIDERATION OF HOUSE BILL 364: R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  Bud Gould o f  
d i s t r i c t  9 8 ,  c h i e f  s p o n s o r  o f  t h e  b i l l ,  t e s t i f i e d  t h a t  t h i s  was a  
s i m p l e  b i l l  t h a t  was-meant t o  h e l p  t h o s e  who need t h e  u s e  o f  wheel  
c h a i r s .  T h i s  problem f i r s t  came t o  h i s  a t t e n t i o n  when S y l v i a  S t e v e n s ,  
M i s s  Wheel C h a i r  o f  Montana, c o n t a c t e d  him w i t h  i n f o r m a t i o n  a b o u t  
o t h e r  s t a t e s  t h a t  had s p e c i a l  p a r k i n g  p e r m i t s  f o r  t h e  handicapped.  
Bob Person  of  t h e  L e g i s l a t i v e  Counc i l  had s u g g e s t e d  t h a t  i n s t e a d  o f  
hav ing  a  s p e c i a l  p l a t e  f o r t h e  handicapped,  a  c a r d  l i k e  t h e  one  used 
f o r  L e g i s l a t i v e  p a r k i n g  c o u l d  b e  used.  T h a t  way t h e  handicapped p e r s o n  
c o u l d  t a k e  t h e  c a r d  w i t h  him when h i s  v e h i c l e  was used by a  non-handi- 
capped p e r s o n .  

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  Gould n o t e d  t h a t  Missou la  a l r e a d y  h a s  handicapped 
p a r k i n g  p e r m i t s ,  b u t  a  common d i s i g n a t i o n  i s  needed f o r  t h e  whole 
s t a t e .  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  Gould c l a r i f i e d  t h a t  t h i s  b i l l  would n o t  a l l o w  
f r e e  p a r k i n g  i n  dowritown a r e a s ,  b u t  o n l y  i n  p u b l i c  p l a c e s .  There  i s  
no p r o v i s i o n  f o r  p e n a l t i e s  i n  t h i s  a c t  a s  no o t h e r  s t a t e  had p e n a l t i e s  
i n  s i m i l a r  laws.  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  Gould s t a t e d  t h a t  handicapped p e r s o n s  
know t h e  problems o f  o t h e r  handicapped p e r s o n s ,  s o  t h e r e  would l i k e l y  
be  no a b u s e  o f  t h i s  p r i v i l e d g e .  

S e n a t o r  Aber a sked  i f  t h e  p e r s o n  would p u r c h a s e  t h e  r e g u l a r  l i c e n s e  
and t h e n  pay a n  e x t r a  d o l l a r  f o r  t h e  s t i c k e r .  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  Gould 
answered y e s ,  t h a t  was t h e  way it would work. . 

S e n a t o r  Smith a s k e d  i f  it would b e  b e t t e r  t o  have t h e s e  p e r m i t s  
e x p i r e  w i t h  t h e  l i c e n s e  on t h e  v e h i c l e  i n s t e a d  o f  December 31  o f  each  
y e a r .  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  Gould d e f e r r e d  t o  Bob Person .  M r .  P e r s o n  
commented t h a t  t h i s  p r o v i s i o n  was modeled a f t e r  Nevada and t h e r e  would 
p r o b a b l y  b e  no problems i n  changing t h a t  t o  t h e  a n n i v e r s a r y  d a t e .  
S e n a t o r  Lockrem n o t e d  t h a t  D e c .  31 e x p i r a t i o n  would b e  a n  i n c o n v e n i e n c e  
t o  t h e  pe rmanen t ly  handicapped.  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  Gould s u g g e s t e d  t h a t  
p e r h a p s  it would be  p o s s i b l e  t o  have  it e x p i r e  o n e  y e a r  a f t e r  t h e  d a t e  
of i s s u e .  
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Sena to r  Graham asked how many would be  a f f e c t e d  by t h i s  b i l l .  
Rep resen ta t ive  Gould responded t h a t  it was tough t o  say.  There  i s  
more in format ion  on t h e  b l i n d  who t o t a l  2500 i n  Montana, b u t  t h e  
wheel c h a i r  pe r sons  would probably be double  o r  t r i p l e  t h e  number of 
b l ind . )  

Sena tor  Hager asked i f  t h e  b i l l  would a l l ow permi t s  f o r  v e h i c l e s  
t h a t  would be  cons idered  commercial v e h i c l e s .  Represen ta t ive  Gould 
answered t h a t  t h i s  b i l l  on ly  app le s  t o  pa rk ing  near  p u b l i c  bu i ld i r igs  
and you wouldn ' t  f i n d  t h e  egg man needing a  permi t  f o r  t h e  p u b l i c  
bu i ld ings .  

Sena to r  Nager asked i f  a  van would be r u l e d  o u t .  Represen ta t ive  
Gould answered t h a t  a  van would no t  be  cons idered  a  commercial v e h i c l e .  
Bob Person commented t h a t  he h a d n ' t  looked i n t o  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  of 
g e t t i n g  pe rmi t s  f o r  commercial v e h i c l e s .  The i d e a  i s  t h a t  t h e r e  would 
be t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  of  a handicapped person  g e t t i n g  l o t s  of pe rmi t s  
f o r  commercial v e h i c l e s .  Volunteer  p l a c e s  a r e  set a s i d e  f o r  s p e c i a l  
problems . 

CONSIDERATION OF HOUSE BILL 125: Represen ta t ive  S teve  Waldron, 
c h i e f  sponsor  o f  t h e  b i l l ,  t e s t i f i e d  t h a t  t h i s  b i l l  would i n c r e a s e  
t h e  g r a c e  p e r i o d  on t r a n s f e r r i n g  a t i t l e  from 1 0  days t o  2 0  days.  
I t  p rov ides  f o r  f i x e d  f e e s  i n s t e a d  o f  t h e  gradua ted  f e e  p e n a l t y .  I t  
a l s o  i n c r e a s e s  t h e  d e a l e r  t ime t o  g e t  t h e  forms t o  t h e  Court  House 
from 3 t o  4 working days .  P a r t  of t h e  problem r i g h t  now i s  t h a t  t h e  
law s a y s  t h r e e  days ,  s o  t h e  d e a l e r  i s  o f t e n  l a t e  on t h e  weekends. 
Four working days  would s o l v e  t h e  problem. The 20 day p r o v i s i o n  a l s o  
makes s ense  i n  t h a t  i s  d i f f i c u l t  f o r  some people  t o  g e t  i n t o  town i n  
10 days  t o  t r a n s f e r  t h e  t i t l e .  

Represen ta t ive  Waldron s a i d  t h a t  he had w r i t t e n  t o  a l l  o f  t h e  
county t r e a s u r e r s  concerning t h i s  problem and t h i s  sugges ted  s o l u t i o n .  
He submi t ted  a  copy of a l l  of t h e  answers r ece ived  t o  t he  committee. 
(See Attached #1) There was g e n e r a l  agreement t h a t  t h e r e  was a  problem 
w i t h  t h e  1 0  day g r a c e  p e r i o d  and t h a t  it should be i n c r e a s e d  t o  15 .  
With i n c r e a s e d  t ime t o  t h e  d e a l e r ,  t h e  20 day l i m i t  sounded t h e  b e s t .  

Represen ta t ive  Waldron commented t h a t  t h e  f l a t  f e e  was b e t t e r  t h a n  
t h e  g radua ted  f e e  because it was confus ing  t o  new c l e r k s .  

Sena to r  Graham asked i f  a  person  could  g e t  more s t i c k e r s  f o r  t h e i r  
window i f  t h e r e  were some problem and t h e  g race  pe r iod  had exp i r ed .  
M r .  Raunig of  t h e  Montana Auto Dea le rs  Assoc i a t i on  answered t h a t  only  
one s t i c k e r  was al lowed, b u t  i f  t h e  paper  work was slow, f o r  $ 5  a 
60 day pe rmi t  cou ld  be  i s sued .  Sena to r  Graham asked i f  t h a t  was no t  
i s s u e d  t o  beg in  wi th  could t h e  person  go back t o  g e t  t h e  6 0  day permi t .  
M r .  Raunig answered y e s ,  he could.  

CONSIDERATION OF HOUSE BILL 266: Represen ta t ive  T r o p i l a ,  c h i e f  
sponsor of  t h e  b i l l ,  t e s t i f i e d  t h a t  t h i s  b i l l  would r e q u i r e  a manufac- 
t u r e r s '  s t a t emen t  o f  o r i g i n  on a l l  new c a r s .  For ty  one s t a t e s  now 
have such a  requirement .  Th i s  b i l l  would f a c i l i t a t e  t h e  s a l e  of new 
c a r s  t o  s t a t e s  around u s  t h a t  have t h i s  requirement .  
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M r .  G e r a l d  Raunig o f  t h e  Montana Auto D e a l e r s  A s s o c i a t i o n  
e x p l a i n e d  t h a t  t h e  b i l l  o p e r a t e d  i n  t h i s  manner: 1 ) t h e  manufactuwcrs '  
s t a t e m e n t  o f  o r i g i n  (MSO) i s  s u p p l i e d  by t h e  f a c t o r y  where i t  i s  
r e q u i r e d  by law o r  when a s t a t e  t h a t  does  n o t  r e q u i r e  an  MSO s e n d s  
a  c a r  t o  a n o t h e r  s t a t e  t h a t  does  (Montana i s  sur rounded  by s t a t e s  
w i t h  t h e  MSO r e q u i r e m e n t  e x c e p t  Idaho.  T h a t  c r e a t e s  problems f o r  t h e  
f r i n g e  a r e a s  o f  t h e  s t a t e  t h a t  s e l l  i n t o  t h e  o t h e r  s t a t e s .  I t  c a u s e s  
a  d e l a y  i n  t h e  paperwork. F i n a n c e  companies w i l l  n o t  f i n a n c e  a  c a r  
u n t i l  a l l  o f  t h e  paperwork i s  c o m p l e t e d . ) ;  2 ) t h i s  b i l l  w i l l  l i m i t  
n e w  motor  v e h i c l e  l i c e n s i n g  t o  t h o s e  c a r s  t h a t  a r e  t r u l y  new and w i l l  
e l i m i n a t e  t h e  p a s s i n g  o f f  o f  used  c a r s  a s  new c a r s .  

S e n a t o r  Graham a s k e d  a b o u t  a problem t h a t  h e  had i n  Utah when he  
purchased  a  new u n i t  t h e r e  and b rough t  it back t o  Montana. The County 
T r e a s u r e r  would n o t  l i c e n s e  t h e  u n i t  because  it had been s o l d  t o  someone 
e l s e  - t h e  d e a l e r  - and once  a  c a r  changes  hands ,  it i s  c o n s i d e r e d  a  
used c a r .  M r .  Raunig s a i d  t h a t  S e n a t o r  Graham's example was p r o b a b l y  
p e c u l i a r  t o  Utah. I n  Montana i f  a c a r  i s  used  a s  a  d e m o n s t r a t o r ,  
it i s  s t i l l  s o l d  a s  a  new c a r  f o r  t h e  b e n e f i t  o f  t h e  new c a r  t a x .  
T h i s  b i l l  would s i m p l i f y  t h a t  p r o c e s s  b e c a u s e  t h e  MSO would c e r t i f y  
t h a t  t h a t  c a r  had been owned by no one  b u t  t h e  d e a l e r .  

DISCUSSION OF SENATE BILL 440: S e n a t o r  Haze lbaker  e x p l a i n e d  t o  
S e n a t o r  Graham who was a b s e n t  f o r  t h e  h e a r i n s  t h a t  SB 440 would set  
up a  d i f f e r e n t  agency,  a  Department o f   rans sport at ion. The PSC would 
b e  c o n f i n e d  t o  t h o s e  a r e a s  t h a t  a f f e c t  u t i l i t i e s  o n l y .  The PSC t r a n s -  
p o r t a t i o n  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  would b e  t r a n s f e r r e d  t o  t h e  DOT. S e n a t o r  
Hazelbaker  commented t h a t  t h e  c o n c e p t  a p p e a l s  t o  him b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  
PSC's l a x i t y  i n  t a k i n g  c a r e  o f  t h e i r  b u s i n e s s .  

S e n a t o r  Graham a s k e d  how t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  o f  t h e  DOT was s e t  up. 
S e n a t o r  Bergren  answered t h a t  it  would be  under  an a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  s e t  
up by a  board .  The Department  o f  Highways and a l l  o t h e r  d e p a r t m e n t s  
d e a l i n g  w i t h  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  would b e  under  t h e  DOT. 

S e n a t o r  Graham a s k e d  i f  t h e r e  would b e  one  p e r s o n  a p p o i n t e d  by 
t h e  Governor t o  r u n  t h e  depar tment  o r  i f  t h e r e  would be  s e v e r a l .  
S e n a t o r  Haze lbaker  r e f e r r e d  t o  page 4 ,  s e c t i o n  4 ,  l i n e  7  where i t  s a y s  
t h e  d i r e c t o r  o f  t h e  DOT would b e  a p p o i n t e d  by t h e  Governor.  S e n a t o r  
Graham commented t h a t  t h e r e  would have  t o  be  d i r e c t o r s  f o r  e a c h  a r e a  
i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  o n e  p e r s o n  o v e r  t h e  e n t i r e  depar tment .  

Chairman Manning commented t h a t  t h e  b i l l  came t o  t h e  committee 
on Thursday and  t h a t  nobody seemed t o  f a v o r  o r  n o t  f a v o r  t h e  b i l l .  
Chairman Manning s a i d  t h a t  he  c o u l d  see it s e t t i n g  up l o t s  o f  waves 
and was t h e r e f o r e  a f r a i d  o f  it. H e  q u e s t i o n e d  whether  i t  was r e a l l y  
e s s e n t i a l .  

S e n a t o r  Haze lbaker  s a i d  t h a t  S e n a t o r  Fasbender  had s t a r t e d  t h e  
r e s e a r c h  on t h i s  b i l l  o v e r  t h e  i n t e r i m .  H i s  concern  had been t h a t  t h e  
b i l l  might  j e o p a r d i z e  t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  between t h e  Department o f  Highways 
and t h e  f e d e r a l  government ,  b u t  M r .  Beck a s s u r e d  t h e  committee t h a t  
t h a t  would n o t  happen. The Motor C a r r i e r s  f a v o r  t h e  b i l l ,  t h e  A e r o n a u t i c s  
p e o p l e  took  no s t a n d ,  t h e  R a i l r o a d  Bro the rhood  had no problems w i t h  it. 
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The t e s t i m o n y  o f  Delano f o r  t h e  R a i l r o a d s  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  he h a d n ' t  
hea rd  back y e t ;  t h e  PSC had no s t a n d ,  b u t  B o l l i n g e r  ag reed  t h a t  t h e  
p l a n n i n g  f o r  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  must b e  done  i n  Montana; M r .  Huss s a i d  
t h a t  t h e  motor  c a r r i e r s  w e r e  p u t  on t h e  back b u r n e r  by t h e  PSC. 
A l l  i n  a l l  it migh t  n o t  h u r t  t o  h e a r  t h e  b i l l  o n t h e  f l o o r .  

S e n a t o r  Smith  moved t h a t  t h e  b i l l  b e  amended a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  
amendments t h a t  M r .  P e r s o n  had worked up i n  c o n j u n c t i o n  w i t h  S e n a t o r  
Fasbender .  (See  At tached  #2)  The handout  e x p l a i n s  a l l  of  t h e  r e a s o n s  
beh ind  t h e  v a r i o u s  amendments. S e n a t o r  Bergren  seconded t h e  mot ion .  

S e n a t o r  Aber commented t h a t  t h e  A e r o n a u t i c s  p e o p l e  seemed t o  b e  
u p s e t  a b o u t  t h e  b i l l  b u t  had no h a r d  r e a s o n s  f o r  opposing it. 

The mot ion  t o  amend c a r r i e d  unanimously w i t h  S e n a t o r s  Healy and 
E t c h a r t  a b s e n t .  

S e n a t o r  Hager commented t h a t  S e n a t o r  Fasbender  had d i s t r i b u t e d  
a  p a c k e t  c o n c e r n i n g  SB 440 .  S e n a t o r  Graham s a i d  t h a t  he had looked a t  
t h e  p a c k e t  m a t e r i a l ,  b u t  t h a t  t h i s  was such  a  b i g  change t h a t  he 
t h o u g h t  i t  needed an i n t e r i m  s t u d y .  The Department of  Highways i s  
f u n c t i o n i n g  w e l l  now and it d o e s n ' t  make s e n s e  t o  u p s e t  t h a t  un less  
a  s t u d y  would p rove  t h a t  t h e  DOT would be  t h e  b e s t  way t o  go. 

S e n a t o r  Aber commented t h a t  w e  s h o u l d  t r e a t  t h i s  l i k e  R e o r g a n i z a t i o n  
was t r e a t e d .  Each a r e a  t h a t  would be a f f e c t e d  by t h e  proposed change 
shou ld  be b r o u g h t  i n  f o r  a  d a y ,  amendments worked o u t  t o  e v e r y o n e ' s  
s a t i . s f a c t i o n ,  and f i n a l l y  p a s s i n g  on t h e  whole b i l l .  S e n a t o r  Aber 
s a i d  t h a t  it  was r e a l l y  n o t  f a i r  t o  a c t  on something as major  a s  t h i s  
w i t h o u t  a  thorough  look a t  t h e  e f f e c t s  and t h e  p e o p l e  i n v o l v e d .  

S e n a t o r  Smith commented t h a t  S e n a t o r  Fasbender  had been on t h e  
T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  Committee f o r  t h e  l a s t  t h r e e  o r  f o u r  y e a r s  and t h a t  
t h e y  had done an i n d e p t h  s t u d y  on t h e  m a t t e r .  S e n a t o r  Smith n o t e d  
t h a t  he  l e a n e d  toward  S e n a t o r  Graham's p o s i t i o n ,  b u t  t h a t  S B  4 4 0  was 
a p o s i t i v e  approach  t o  t h e  problems.  

S e n a t o r  Hazelbaker  added t h a t  t h i s  was n o t  a  new c o n c e p t  a s  l o t s  
of  s t a t e s  have  Depar tments  of  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n .  

Chairman Manning asked  where t h e  s t a t e  was h u r t i n g  t h a t  i t  needed 
t o  a d o p t  t h i s  measure s o  f a s t  a t  t h e  end of  a  s e s s i o n .  S e n a t o r  Smith 
answered t h a t  w e  d o n ' t  have t o  b e  i n  a  h u r r y ,  b u t  c o o r d i n a t i o n  between 
t h e  v a r i o u s  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  modes and economics demand t h a t  w e  t a k e  
a c t i o n .  

S e n a t o r  Aber a s k e d  why t h e  b i l l  came i n  s o  l a t e .  Bob P e r s o n  
s a i d  t h a t  John  Hollow, a  c o u n c i l  a t t o r n e y ,  began work on t h i s  i n  November 
b u t  t h a t  it was a  major  d r a f t i n g  t a s k .  H e  had  mee t ings  w i t h  o t h e r  
p e o p l e ,  r e d r a f t e d ,  had more m e e t i n g s ,  r e d r a f t e d .  S e n a t o r  Hazelbaker  
asked i f  he  had m e t  w i t h  some of  t h e  d e p a r t m e n t s  i n v o l v e d .  Bob Person  
s a i d  t h a t  h e  was n o t  s u r e  how many had been c o n t a c t e d ,  b u t  t h a t  he 
had i n v o l v e d  some o f  t h e  depar tments .  The Highway Department  t h i n k s  
t h a t  t h e  e f f e c t i v e  d a t e  i s  t o o  soon. 
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S e n a t o r  S m i ~ h  a s k e d  t h e  Chairman f o r  h i s  f e e l i n g  on  t h e  b i l l .  
Chairman Manning commented t h a t  he  f e l t  it wad too sweeping  a  change  
t o  recommend f a v o r a b l y  now. S e n a t o r  S m i t h  s a i d  t h a t  he  would l i k e  
t o  see it g e t  t o  t h e  f l o o r ,  p r e f e r a b l y  w i t h o u t  recommendat ion.  

S e n a t o r  Graham remarked  t h a t  it m i g h t  sound good,  b u t  it h a s  
too sweep ing  o f  r a m i f i c a t i o n s  t o  p a s s  it now. The b i g g e r  t h e  d e p a r t m e n t ,  
t h e  more unwie ldy  i t  becomes. The Director o f  t h e  Depar tment  o f  
Nighways i s  a b l e  t o  k e e p  h i s  thumb on t h e  whole  s i t u a t i o n  now. 

S e n a t o r  N a z e l b a k e r  s a i d  t h a t  h e  would l i k e  t o  g i v e  S e n a t o r  
Fasbende r  h i s  d a y  i n  c o u r t  o n  t h e  f l o o r ,  b u t  would p r e f e r  t h a t  t h e  
b i l l  b e  r e p o r t e d  o u t  w i t h o u t  recommendat ion ,  a s  h e  too had  some 
r e s e r v a t i o n s  a b o u t  it. S e n a t o r  H a z e l b a k e r  moved t o  d e f e r  a c t i o n .  
S e n a t o r  Aber  s econded  t h e  m o t i o n .  The commi t t ee  v o t e d  unan imous ly  
t o  d e f e r  a c t i o n  w i t h  S e n a t o r s  Hea ly  and  E t c h a r t  a b s e n t .  

DISPOSITION OF HOUSE BILL 3 6 4  : S e n a t o r  H a z e l b a k e r  moved t h a - t  
HB 3 6 4  b e  c o n c u r r e d  i n .  S e n a t o r  Haqer  s e c o n d e d  t h e  mo t ion .  The - 
mot ion  c a r r i e d  unan imous ly  w i t h  S e n a t o r s  Lockrem, Healy  and  E t c h a r t  - 
a b s e n t .  

DISPOSITION OF HOUSE BILL 125:  S e n a t o r  A b e r  moved t h a t  HB 125  
be  concur red - in .  S e n a t o r  H a z e l b a k e r  s e c o n d e d  t h e  mo t ion .  The 
mot ion  c a r r i e d  unan imous ly  w i t h  S e n a t o r s  Lockrem, Healy  and  E t c h a r t  
a b s e n t .  S e n a t o r  Graham w i l l  c a r r y  t h e  b i l l  o n  t h e  f l o o r .  

DISPOSITION OF HOUSE BILL 2 7 6 :  S e n a t o r  Aber  moved t h a t  £ iB  2 7 6  - 

b e  c o n c u r r e d  i n .  S e n a t o r  S m i t h  s e c o n d e d  t h e  mo t ion .  The m o t i o n  
c a r r i e d  unan imous ly  w i t h  S e n a t o r s  Lockrem, E t c h a r t  and  Healy  a b s e n t .  
S e n a t o r  Aber w i l l  c a r r y  t h e  b i l l  on t h e  f l o o r .  

- 

S e n a t o r  S m i t h  a s k e d  t h a t  t h e  commi t t ee  r e p o r t s  b e  h e l d  i n  c o m m i t t e e  
u n t i l  l a t e r  i n  t h e  week. The Chairman s a i d  t h a t  h e  would  d o  s o .  

ADJOURNMENT: T h e r e  b e i n g  no  f u r t h e r  b u s i n e s s ,  t h e  m e e t i n g  was 
a d j o u r n e d  a t  10:40 a . m .  

I -/ 

DAVE MANNING,  CHAIRMAN 
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DAVE W t J X $ g G  

Chairman. 
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................................................................................................. 
DAV". B!AF&dX%C Chairman. 
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Helena, Mont. 

................................................................................................... 

DAW NArJpiXNC 
Chairman. 
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BEAVERHEAD COUNTY 

D I L L O N ,  M O N T A N A  

Jan. 17,  1977 

Rep. Steve Waldron 
D i s t r i c t  j#97 
Cap i to l  S t a t i o n  
Helena, M t .  59601 

Dear S i r s :  

Dealers  i n  our community a r e  very  l a x  about  
g e t t i n g  papers  t o  u s  i n  t h e  t h r e e  days. Many 
t imes we have t o  c a l l  them when the  customer 
comes in .  

Out of town buyers a r e  r a r e l y  wi th in  the  1 0  
day per iod  due t o  bank loans  and mail. 

I t h i n k  t h a t  t h e  present  f ee  is extreme and 
t h a t  a $15.00 f l a t  f e e  would be b e t t e r .  Also, 
wi th  t h e  mail problems, I t h i n k  the  20 day proposed 
grace per iod  would be b e t t e r  due t o  t he  f a c t  of 
p a y r o l l s  e  t c  . 

Yours t r u l y  a 

Beaverhead County Trea&%rer 



JOHN H. STEPHENS 
Commissioner 

MERLE THORSTAD 
Commissioner 

8. W. THOMAS 
District .Judge 

ELEANOR FELTON 
Clerk of Court 

IE EORGE H. GREEN 
Commissioner 
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ORVAL 0. SEVERSON 
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Assessor 

WILLIAM M. SOLEM 
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MURDO MocLEAN 
Sheritf and Public Administrator 

MARGARET C. MURPHY 
Superintendent of Schools 

GALE A. JELLUM 
Coroner 

BLAINE COUNTY 
Chinook, Montana 59523 

JAN.  14TH, 1 9 7 7  

REP. STEVE WALDRON 
C A P I T O L  S T A T I O N  
HELENA, MONTANA 5 9 6 0  1 

DEAR MR WALDRON 

I N  ANSWER TO YOUR LETTER OF I N Q U I R Y  REGARDING T I T L E  
TRANSFERS FROM DEALERS TO OUR OFFICE,  AND THE LATE R E G I S T -  
R A T I O N  FEES, ECT. 

D WE DO HAVE SOME PROBLEMS WITHJITLES REACHING US FROM 
DEALERS, IF  THEY ARE SENT TO A BANK FOR FINANCING,  OR SOME 
OTHER PROBLEMS A R I S I N G  W I T H  THE T I T L E  FROM THE OWNERS, AND 
ALSO SOME T I M E S  THEY ARE M I S T A K I N G L Y  SENT TO A WRONG COUNTY 
AND BY THE T I M E  WE R E C I E V E  THEM BACK THE GRACE PERIOD HAS 
EXPIRED.  

I DO B E L I E V E  A L I T T L E  LONGER GRACE PERIOD WOULD BE HELPn  
- F U L ,  PROBALLY 1 2  TO 1 5  DAYS, AND A F L A T  FEE OF $ 1 5 . 0 0  WOULD 

BE A L R I T E .  C 
WE HAVE HAD NO GREAT PROBLEMS I N  T H I S  AREA, B U T B E L I E V E  

THESE CHANGES WOULD BE HELPFUL.  

SINCERLY YOURS 



D OFFICE MEMO: 
FROM THE OFFICE OF: 

WIBAUX, MONTANA 

Wibaux County T rea su re r  

TO: Rep. S t eve  Waldron 

SUBJECT: T i t l e  t r a n s f e r s  w i t h i n  10 days .  PIERRE WIBAUX 

In  r e g a r d  t o  your  l e t t e r  da t ed  J a n .  7 ,  1977. 

Sometimes w e  have problems g e t t i n g  t h e  t i t l e  from t h e  d e a l e r s  w i t h i n  
t h e  t h r e e  day l i m i t ,  a l s o  some problems g e t t i n g  t h e  l i e n s  on t i m e .  

A s  f o r  t h e  computat ion of  t h e  p e n a l t y  f e e  we do n o t  have a problem, 
b u t  I t h i n k  i t  i s  a  good i d e a  t o  have a  f l a t  $15.00 p e n a l t y  f e e  and 
a l onge r  g r a c e  p e r i o d .  

-Norman E .  B e e l e r  
Wibaux County T r e a s u r e r  
Wibaux, Xontana 59353 



ROBERT A. TOMSHECK. Chairman 
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TOM SHERRARD. Commissioner 
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COUNTY O F  TOOLE 
SHELBY. MONTANA 

January 14, 1977 

Steve Waldron, Representative 
Montana State  House of Representatives 
capi tol  Station 
Helena, Montana 59601 

Dear Steve: 

Thank you f o r  your correspondence of 1-7-77. The following information 
should help you understand some of our problems. 

I n  Toole County, f o r  the year 1976, we processed a t o t a l  of 2,494 t i t l e s .  
This i s  a small amount compared to  some of the large counties. However, 
problems are  the same. Our loca l  dealers are  good. Unless there is  some 
problem of signatures, etc.  on the original t i t l e ,  they are  always i n  our 
off ice within the 3 day period provided. The out of town dealers a re  not 
so good. Sometimes we have to  c a l l  Great Fa l l s  to  t r y  t o  locate  the t i t l e  
when the purchaser arr ives  to  l icense because we do not have the t i t l e  here. 
Sometimes they are  sent t o  the wrong county and sometimes they jus t  have 
not sent them out. A s  a ru le  the 10 day grace period is  enough time. For 
us, some of our c l ien ts  l i v e  as  much as 78 miles from t u r t h o u s e  and 
may not come to  town but one time a week o r  so, In  these cases I use my - 
own judgmentand do c o t  give any fines. We are  very considerate with 'the 
people on t h e  and f ind tha t  it pays off  i n  good feelings toward our office.  
Sometimes the t i t l e  i s  sent d i rec t  t o  the bank to  have the l i e n  applied. 
Our banks are  good about l e t t i n g  us know and then they send the completed 
document to  us. A s  f o r  the $15.00 penalty fee, it would be about the same. 
Some people deserve to  be fined and some don't. Like any other f ine  i t  i s  
abused and as  an elected o f f i c i a l  I don't l i k e  this kind of fines. Penalty 
and in t e res t  on delinquent taxes is  enough f o r  me. 

I n  general, we find tha t  i f  we work with the people, most of them a re  wil l ing 
t o  return the favor. Our problems are  s m a l l  and whatever your committee 
decides, we w i l l  t r y  to  understand and carry out. 

I f  there i s  any other information you need, please do not hes i ta te  t o  c a l l  
me. ' 

Very t ru ly  yours, 

Mary fl(g? E. estermark 
Toole County Treasurer 

Toole Co. Taxable Valuation $23,999.788 



OFFICE OF 

Chouteau County Treasurer 
Fort Benton, Montana 59442 

Jan. 19 ,  1977 

Rep. S teve  Waldron 
D i s t r i c t  #97 
Cap i to l  S t a t i o n  
Helena, M t  . 59601 

Dear S i r  : 

I n  answer t o  your l e t t e r  p e r t a i n i n g  t o  motor v e h i c l e  t i t l e s .  

Yes, we f i n d  t h a t  t h e  automobile d e a l e r  i s  u s u a l l y  l a t e  mai l ing  t h e  
t i t l e  t o  our o f f i c e ,  so  t h e  purchaser  can be n o t i f i e d  t h a t  we have 
t h e  t i t l e  i n  our o f f i c e .  Perhaps t h e  d e a l e r  should be given a few 
more days t o  aubmit it t o  u s .  

I would ag ree  t h a t  a f l a t  pena l ty  f e e  would be  much e a s i e r  t o  
a m .  

As you know, t h e r e  i s  t h e  County of Chouteau and t h e  Ci ty  of Choteau, 
t h e r e f o r e ,  o f t e n  Chouteau County t i t l e s  a r e  send t o  Choteau, Teton 
Cognty. Also, d e a l e r s  i n  Cascade county send t i t l e s  t o  t h e  Cascade 
County Court House and purchasers  do not  r e c e i v e  t h e  t i t l e s  w i t h i n  
10  days. 

Also, Dealers  o f t e n  u s e  t h e i r  own Box number and t h e  pu rchase r ' s  address  
i s  i n c o r r e c t .  

Often t imes a d e a l e r  s e l l s  a motor v e h i c l e  without  having t h e  t i t l e  
a v a i l a b l e  s o  we a r e  s e l l i n g  more 60 day permi ts .  

Very t r u l y  yours 

Chout eau County 
F o r t  Benton, M t  . 59442 



County Treasurer 
POWDER R I V E R  C O U N T Y  

BROADUS, MONTANA 59317 

Janwrs  27, 77 

Representative Steve Waldron 
D i s t r i c t  #97 
Capitol  S ta t ion  
Helena, Montana 59601 

Dear Representative: 

In  answer t o  your l e t t e r  of Janaury 7, 1 977, t he  auto dea le rs  
do not ge t  the  t i t l e  t o  the  County Treasurer 's  Office within - 
the  th ree  day time l i m i t  a l o t  of the  time. The t e n  day trans- 
f e r  periods a re  frequently held up by delays i n  bank loans  and 
a f l a t  penalty f e e  of f i f t e e n  do l l a r s  would be much b e t t e r  i n  
our opinion. Possibly f i v e  days longer grace period. would help, 
too. This is, t o  t he  best  of my knowledge, a b e t t e r  way of 
solving some of the  problems concerning t he  t r ans f e r s  of motor 
vehic le  t i t l e s .  Thank you f o r  being concerned about t h i s  matter  
and wri t ing t o  us. 

Sincerely, 

9%~ 



ANN WOODS, Treasurer CAROL GREGG, Deputy 

J a n u a r y  2 4 ,  197'7 

Rep.  S t e v e  Wal d r o n  
D i s t r i c t  K97 
C a p i t o l  S t a t i o n  
H e l e n a ,  M o n t a n a  5 9 6 0 1  

D e a r  Rep.  W a l d r o n ,  

A b o u t  h a l f  o f  t h e  t i m e  t h e  d e a l e r  d o e s  n o t  q e t  t h e  t i t l e  
i n t o  o u r  o f f i c e  w i t h i n  t h r e e  d a y s .  T h e y  c l a i r n  i t  i s  i m p o s s i b l e  
when t h e  t i t l e  h a s  t o  b e  m a i l e d  o u t - - o f - t o w n .  
L 

I wou l  d  l  i ke  t o  s e e  t h e  law c h a n g e d  s o  t h a t  t h e  d e a l e r  
w o u l d  h a v e  t o  h a v e  a  t i t l e  f o r  t h e  v e h i c l e  b e f o r e  h e  c o u l d  
s e 7 1  t h e  v e h i c l e :  a n d  t h e n  g i v e  t h e  t i t l e  t o  t h e  new o w n e r  
i m m e d i a t e l y .  S i n c e  t h e  p l a t e s  s t a y  w i t h  t h e  o w n e r  t h e r e  i s  
n o  r e a s o n  why t h e  new o w n e r  c a n ' t  h a v e  h i s  t i t l e  a t  t h e  t i m e  
h e  t a k e s  d e l i v e r  o f  h i s  v e h i c l e .  

1 r e a l l y  d o n ' t  t h i n k  i t s  n e c e s s a r y  t o  f i n e  t h e s e  p e o p l e  
i f  t h e y  a r e  p a s t -  1 - h e i r  10 day  g r a c e  p e r i o d .  Maybe I - h e  f i r l e  
s h o u l d  b e  a l i t t l e  m o r e  i f  h e  i s  s t o p p e d  b y  t h e  l a w .  

To  r e l e a s e  t h e  o r i g i n a l  o w n e r  o f  a n y  l  i a b i  l i t y  t h e r e  
s h o u l d  b e  a  f o r m  a t t a c h e d  t o  t h e  t i t l e  t h a t  t h e  o w n e r  w i  l  l  
s e p a r a t e  a n d  m a i l  i m m e d i a t e l y  t o  D e e r  L o d g e  when t h e  v e h i c l e  
i s  s o l d .  

I f  t h e  t i t l e  g o e s  t o  t h e  l o a n i n g  a q e n c y  i t  d o e s  t a k e  
l o n q e r  t h a n  t h e  10 d a y s  t o  q e t  t h e  1-i.1- l e  b a c ~ .  

- 

S i n c e r e l y ,  

;dAfm w- 
Ann Woods 
C o u n t y  T r e a s u r e r  



LAKE COUNTY, MONTANA 
COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 

W N  CORRIGAN 
Polson 

ROBEFtT H. STRONG 
St. 1gnatius 

TREASURER 
MARJORIE D. KNAUS 

CLERK A N D  RECORDER 
LETHEL M. HARDING 

ASSESSOR 
WILL TIDDY 

SlIERIFF A N D  CORONER 
W. A. (Bill) PHILLIPS 

CLERK OF COURT 
VERA LANSING 

SUPERINTENDENT OF SCHOOLS 
CLENNADENE FERRELL 

COUNTY ATTORNEY 
RICHARD P. HEINZ 

COUNTY SURVEYOR 
S. A. (Si) KAMBO 

POLSON, MONTANA 

Jan. 24, 1977 

Rep. Steve Waldron 
D i s t r i c t  #97 
Capi t o1  S t a t i o n  
Helena, M t .  

Dear M r .  Waldron: 

I n  r e p l y  t o  you r  l e t t e r  o f  January 7, concern ing problems assoc ia ted  w i t h  t h e  
t r a n s f e r s  o f  motor v e h i c l e  t i t l e s :  

We do b e l i e v e  t h e  law i s  f r e q u e n t l y  v i o l a t e d  on t he  t e n  day grace per iod .  The 

D delays a re  u s u a l l y  caused by t h e  dea le rs  n o t  having t h e  t i t l e  i n  o rde r  w i t h  t h e  
veh i c l es  they  s e l l  o r  hav ing no t i t l e s  a t  a1 1. Our banks here do n o t  p resen t  much 
problem, b u t  a  l i t t l e  l onge r  grace p e r i o d  would he lp  t h e  Treasurers  O f f i c e .  

The dea le rs  a re  a l s o  ve ry  l a x  about i n c l u d i n g  t he  r e g i s t r a t i o n  r e c e i p t s  f o r  used 
veh i c l es  t hey  s e l l .  Th i s  r e s u l t s  i n  much delay,  phone c a l l s ,  e t c .  t o  t r y  and 
determine whether t h e  t a x  has been c u r r e n t l y  pa id  on t h e  v c h i c l e ,  and a l s o  t r y i n g  
t o  determine t h e  e x p i r a t i o n  da te  t h a t  should be on t h e  l i c e n s e  p l a t e s  issued. 

A lso,  some dea le r s  assure t h e  customer t h a t  i t  i s  acceptable t o  p u t  t h e i r  o l d  p l a t e s  
on t h e  new veh i c l e ,  and some dea le rs  even p u t  t h e  p l a t e s  on f o r  them. Th i s  i s  n o t  
l e g a l  be fo re  t he  v e h i c l e  has been r e g i s t e r e d  i n  t h i s  o f f i c e ,  and r e s u l t s  i n  much 
con fus ion  i n  some ins tances ,  as some customers d o n ' t  bo ther  coming up t o  r e g i s t e r  
them u n t i l  t hey  suddenly r e a l i z e  t hey  should ge t  i t  r e g i s t e r e d  i n  t h e i r  name, o r  
u n t i l  t hey  g e t  p i cked  up by t h e  Highway P a t r o l .  

Another de lay  on t i t l e  t r a n s f e r s  i s  caused by t he  l i e n s  be ing  made o u t  i n  one name, 
and then when t h e  customer comes up t o  r e g i s t e r  i t  and app ly  f o r  t i t l e  t r a n s f e r ,  he 
o r  she decides t h e y  p r e f e r  t h e  t i t l e  i n  two names o r  more, Not t oo  l ong  ago, we 
were adv ised by t h e  R e g i s t r a r  o f  Motor Veh ic les  t h a t  a l l  names on t h e  t i t l e  must a l s o  
be on t h e  l i e n .  I s  t h i s  a  law? We cannot see why t h i s  i s  necessary. I f  t h e  l i e n  
i s  f i l e d  on a  v e h i c l e  i t  cannot come o f f  u n t i l  i t  i s  re leased  by the  l i e n h o l d e r ,  
regard less  o f  whether t h e  l i e n  i s  i n  one name o r  many names. What i s  t h e  reason 
f o r  t h i s  new de lay  making t a c t i c ?  

S i n c e r e l y  yours,  

M a r j o r i e  D. Knaus 
Lake Co. T reasurer  

c 7  -+- 
yT7.4 c. t ., .1, , ? ,- <, 1;. ( , / * *  12 / v  ,, 



January 20,  1977 

S t eve  Waldron, Rep re sen t a t i ve  
D i s t r i c t  #97 
C a p i t o l  S t a t i o n  
Helena,  Montana 59601. 

Dear M r .  Waldron: 

I n  r e p l y  t o  your  q u e s t i o n  about  a u t o  d e a l e r s  send ing  t i t l e s  t o  our  
o f f i c e  w i t h i n  t h r e e  days of  t h e  s a l e ,  many d e a l e r s  a r e  ve ry  slow 
about  t h i s ,  o f t e n  n o t  having t h e  t i t l e  t o  t r a n s f e r  when they  s e l l  
t h e  v e h i c l e .  The bankers  i n  t h i s  a r e a  a r e  very  coope ra t i ve  s o  
t h e r e  is no problem, n o r  wi th  t h e  pena l ty  f e e .  

I would very  much f a v o r  a f l a t  p e n a l t y  f e e  of  $25.00 and t h e  
g race  p e r i o d  of 15 days.  

Thank you ve ry  much f o r  your  l e t t e r - - - i t  was a p p r e c i a t e d .  

S i n c e r e l y  , 
'V / 

i / &-J 
Viola  S t e n s e t h  
C a r t e r  County T r e a s u r e r  



ALICE E. FLAGER 
1 

Treasurer 

Office Of The 

COUNTY TREASURER 
MADISON COUNTY 

VIRGINIA CITY. MONTANA 
5978 

18 Jan. 77 

Rep.Steve Waldron 
,, q D i s t  #97 

Capitol  S ta t ion  
Helena, Mont. 

Dear M r .  Waldron: 

We have had qu i te  a  b i t  of d i f f i c u l t y  here i n  Madison County with the  
t r ans f e r  of t i t l e s ,  especia l ly  with those comlng f'rorn dealers ,  There 
a r e  no new ca r  deale s - i n  Madison County, j u s t  two used ca r  dealers.  - .  
Our problem here is  the  mail s i tua t ion ,  people w i n g  new cars  have to 
go out  of the  county, and ge t t ing  the  paper work back to us usual ly  
ge t s  to be a  problem, c a l l s  have to be made to the  dealer ,  e t c .  Another 
problem we have i s  the  dealer  sending the  paper work to the  wrong county, 
which r e s u l t s  i n  phone c a l l s ,  going over the  t en  day period e tc .  @other 
th ing i s  the bank loans which a re ,  a t  times, slow i n  coming through. I n  
my opinion, I don ' t  think the  individual  ca r  buyer should be penalized 
a s  much a s  the car  dealer ,  becaase 9 times out  of t en  it i s  the  dealer  
who i s  a t  f a u l t ,  o r  the  bank who cgn ' t  ge t  the  loan papers t o  the  ofFice. - 
The dealers  and banks, i n  opinion, should be ins t ruc ted  a s  to what t h e i r  
obl igat ions  a re  i n  regard t o  t h e i r  customers s i t ua t i on ,  and i f  there  i s  a  
de f in i t e  problem, such a s  a  t i t l e  t h a t  has been destroyed, we should lee 
allowed to i s sue  60 day s t i cke r s ,  and no t  f i n e  the  customer, a s  it wouldn't 
IE h ie  f a u l t .  Sometimes paper work i s  Eeld up f o r  an indef in i te  period 

because of some l ega l  t echn ica l i ty ,  too, and the 60 day s t i cke r  i s  the  
only solut ion i n  these cases. Maybe a  l o u u ~ r  mace ~ e r i o d  w a d  be the. 
@nswr?r t o  most of the  problems,'or why couldn ' t  the  dealer  be al lowedyo 
i s sue  an addi t ional  s t i cke r  when problems a r i s e  t h a t  c an ' t  be solved within 
the  t en  day period? 

r 
I do hope t h a t  something b e t t e r  can be worked ou t  f o r  the  customer, a s  they 

we have had so much bad 

Yours very t r u l y ,  ,, 

[d& /' 

Alice Flager 



GLACIER COUNTY 
CUT BANK, MONTANA 59427 

Bertha Dunnigan 
Treasurer 

Rep. Steve Waldron 
D i s t r i c t  #97 
Capitol  S t a t i o n  
Helena, Montana 

Dear Mr. Waldront 

The Auto Dealers a r e  sometime very slow i n  
;ailing t h e  T i t l e s  t o  our  o f f i c e ,  and some ' 
Z3ha them t o  t h e  wrong county by mlstake. 
When customers do have a f i n e  most of them t e l l  
us t h e  Dealer d id  not t e l l  them they have 10 
days t o  l i cense  t h e  vehic le  and t r a n s f e r  t h e  T i t l e ,  
This  i s  t r u e  espec ia l ly  when they buy motor-cycles 
t h a t  do not have t o  be l icensed,  l i k e  d i r t  b ikes  
o r  snow-mobiles. 

The Banks a r e  usually p r e t t y  good about mailing 
t h e  papers t o  our a-. 

4 f l a t  oenaltv f e e  of $15.00 and a 15-day 
grace period might be a good idea a s  most 
of our  f i n e s  a r e  f o r  j u s t  2 o r  3 days l a t e ,  

Very t r u l y  yours, 



C a s c a d e  County z .-+ 

&& o/&d- 
T E L E P H O N E  14061 7 6 1 - 6 7 0 0  

Great Falls, Montana 69401 

January 19,  1977 

Rep. Steve Waldron 
D i s t r i c t  #97 
Capi to l  S t a t i o n  
Helena, Montana 59601 

Dear M r .  Waldron: 

Your l e t t e r  of  January 7 th  is of  much i n t e r e s t  t o  every County Treasurer  
i n  Montana. Granted, t h e  l e s s e r  populated count ies  do not  have t h e  
problem t h e  l a r g e r  count ies  have with t h e  l a r g e  number of auto  dea le r s .  
My f i r s t  remark is  t h a t  most new c a r  dea le r s  a r e  qood ahout a ~ L t i n q  t h e  
papers t o  -e. However, t h e  majori ty of used c a r  dea le r s  i n  
t h i s  county do not. - C- 

.-c 

o s t  loan agreements a r e  completed i n  the  dealership .  I f  o u t s i d e  
f inancing is  t h e  wish of  t h e  purchaser,  t h e  d e a l e r  w i l l  not  r e l e a s e  t h e  
veh ic le  u n t i l  they have been paid.  In  t h i s  case ,  t h e  dea le r  most 
genera l ly  sends t h e  t i t l e  o r  app l i ca t ion  f o r  t i t l e  t o  us without t h e  
loan papers at tached.  When such t r ansac t ion  a r r i v e s  we re tu rn  them with 
i n s t r u c t i o n s  t o  a t t a c h  t h e  loan papers before  r e tu rn ing  them t o  us. This  

s e s  a lengthy delay ,  e spec ia l ly  i f  t h e  f inancing i s  by a :mall loan 
ncy o r  c r e d i t  union. Consequently, t h e  customer makes frequent  t r i p s  

t o  our  o i i l c e  o r  a n\mber of telephone c a l l s .  This usual ly  ends up with 
paying a penal ty  and an angry customer. In  some cases ,  we have found 
dea le r s  giving the  customer two o r  even t h r e e  10 day permits.  I t  would 
seem reasonable t h a t  i n  such cases the  dea le r  and/or loan asency should 
be penalized but  how do you po l i ce  and c o l l e c t  such a penalty.  A s  the- 
5 

law now reads ,  we do not  have any problems i n  computing t h i s  penalty.  
However, I do f e e l  t h a t  a f l a t  r a t e  would be more agreeable t o  t h e  
customer. 

M~re days of  grace period i s  not  necessary. I do th ink  the re  i s  
Fnsuf f i c i en t  emphasis placed by t h e  dea le r  t o  the  customer regarding t h i s  
penalty.  The more grace period given t h e  e a s i e r  it i s  f o r  t h e  customer 
t o  fo rge t  t h a t  he must r e g i s t e r  h i s  vehic le .  

This next  remark has no bearing upon t h e  ques t ions  you asked i n  your l e t t e r  



Page 2 

bu t  it i s  a concern t o  every county t r easure r .  Many people never do come 
i n  t o  r e g i s t e r  t h e i r  vehicle.  They apply f o r  a dup l i ca te  t i t l e  from t h e  
Regis t rar  and then go t o  some o t h e r  county t o  have it r e g i s t e r e d  without 
f i l i n g  t h e  l i e n .  We know of many cases where t h e  dup l i ca te  t i t l e  is  
t r ans fe r red  i n  another S ta te .  O r  t he  vehic le  i s  involved i n  an accident  
during t h e  grace per iod  and t o t a l l e d  ou t ,  s o  w e  hold t h e  t i t l e  i n  our  
f i l e ,  because M r .  Woodahl's opinion says we must keep these  papers. I n  
P.eality, a f t e r  a c e r t a i n  period of time they should be s e n t  t o  t h e  
Regis t rar  t o  be placed i n  h i s  dead f i l e  o r  i n  t h e  case where a dup l i ca te  
t i t l e  has been i ssued,  the  one we have should be destroyed. A t  t h e  
p resen t  time, w e  have exact ly  994 such papers i n  our  f i l e  and t h i s  i n  
our  county alone.  Every Treasurer  has such a percentage of  dead t i t l e s .  

I f  I can be o f  more he lp  t o  you, p lease  do not  h e s i t a t e  t o  ask. It i s  
reassur ing  t o  have a l e g i s l a t o r  ask f o r  our  opinion. 

S incere ly  yours, I 

Cascade County Treasurer  



I OFFICE OF COUNTY TREASURER 

I 
Dear Rep. Steve Waldron 
Helena, M t .  

In reply t o  your recent l e t t e r  regarding registering motor vehicles, we f ind  

I t h e  aren ' t  gett ing th-rs t o  us on timeand tha t  they s e l l  vehiches . . a t h o u t  gilffl_r=lent D2.D- o r  they a ren ' t  oxQQ.erlv f i l l e d  out, In order the 
purchaser ge t  a l icense we have t o  hold up the papers and write f o r  the r e s t  

I 
t ha t  we need. This i s  the dealers obliguation and not ours. We have a l o t  of 
trouble with buyers not gett ing these vehicles t i t l e d  on the. Sometimes it 
i s  the Banks f a u l t  and other times it i s  the buyers fau l t .  Some complain - 
about the penalty fee,  but we don't  l e t  them have it without the fee,  so there- 

I fore  we have a big box of these t i t l e s  waiting t o  be picked up. We're loosing 
a big chunk of moneywhen Indians on the reservation don't  have t o  pay taxes 
on the vehicles, however they do pay New Car Tax. No the ~ r m & f e e s  seem 
to  be the best  f o r  us as some2imes they are delinquent one day and others it 
is  several days, Most usually it is  a number of days. 
The Dealers not always explain the 10 day s t icker  t o  t h e i r  customers, a t l e a s t  

I 
t h a t  i s  what they t e l l  us. 
Enclosed i s  a copy I found from another s t a t e  but I thought it would be very 
good f o r  the S ta te  of Moptana. I sent  a copy t o  Scotty when he was there but 
nothing was done about it. 

I I hope we have come up with some good suggestions. 

I 
Yours t r u l y ,  

I 
r? 4 7*a L ,  , . 2; e/L-k::, 

Margaf'et Wheeler 
County Treas, Big Horn Co. 

2 . ,  , - a  - ----------* ,. . -.. -I ."- .-c . n ,*  -*+. 
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N O T I C E  
You pill be penalized i t  you do not transfer this TITLE at the office of your Register of 

. . 
Deeds within 'Zt /a days from the date shown on the T lnE .  - --- 

--- L C  L _, A .  " -- - a 

I 5 -- - --- - - 



I 
Jan. 14 1977 S P E E D  M E S S A G E ,  [ ' A r t  _--___-- 

1 Steve Waldron 
T 0 . _ -- -- 

/JBIECT I n  answer t o  - your l e t t e r  -- - . - - concerning -. - - - - - - the law t h a t  --A requires . .- the - - - 

e a l e r  t o  send the t i t l e  within three -- days-.- Yes - t h i s  --- is -. violated, however 

1 I do not f e e l a a t  - t h i s  should be extended, the . dealers  and bankers would- 

Jus t  hold the t i t l e  longer - and we - would - have - - - more -- - problems. - - - - - The f l a t  - r a t e  .- 

I of $15.00 sounds great .  There a re  problems with counting each day by the - - -- -- - - . - - - . . -- --- --- - -- -. . .- -- - - - - 

dif fenent c lerks  a n d t h e  customer wants-weekends f r ee  a c e 1 1  as- holjdays . 
If the  f i ne  was $15.00 no matter what, there  would - -- -- be-no a r - i n g .  

I 

IiCrayUn*] 5 N A P  A  KAY F C R N  J d  i II . P k P T l  

W I L S O N  J O U T S  COMPANY C 1 9 ' 1 1  P k l N T E n  I N  U S A  - - - - - - - -- 



'Tho C O ~ ~ Y  wtrh o C O B I ~ ~ *  

WHITE SULPHUR SPRINGS 
OFFICE OF 

HELEN L. lREY 
COUNTY TREASURER 

Rep. S t e v e  ' Jaldron 
D i s t r i c t  1/97 
C s p i t o l  S t a t i o n  
He lena ,  Plontana 59601 

Dear  P!r. :Ia.ldron : 

I n  a n s v e r  t o  y c u r  l e t t e r :  
1. Auto d e a l e r s  do n o t  a lways  send t h e  p a y e r s  w i t h i n  t h r e e  d a y s .  

2. 'Ten d a y s  g r a c e  p e r i o d  i s  u s u ~ l l y  p l e n t y  o f  t-<irrle. 

3 .  Computat ion o f  p e n e l t y  f e e  i s  no problem. 

4. 110 l o n g e r  g r s c e  p e r i o d .  Feonl-e wo i~ ld  j u s t  ~ : a i t  t h a t  r?luch 
l o n g e r  t o  cone i n  s o  no purpose  would b e  s e r v e d .  

It r~rould be h e l p f u l  i f  t h e  d e d e r s  tro1lld he  s u r e  t h e  c u s t -  
omer u n d e r s t a n d s  t h a t  t h e r e  w i l l  be  a p e m l t y  f o r  d e l a y  and  how 
much t h e  p e n a l t y  i s .  Also t h z t  t h e  cus tomer  u n d e r s t a n d s  t h a t  
t h e  d e a l e r  w i l l  send t h e  p a p e r s  t o  t h e  County Treas lnrer  and r o t  
t o  t h e  cus tomer .  

I a p p r e c i a t e  t h e  chance  t o  so~i .ndrof f !  

34 d,, -- 
Yeler. L.. T rey  -. . ' e a ~ f i e r  Lour ty  T r e a s i l r e r  



FROM: POWELL COUNTY TREASURER 

Deer Lodge, Montana 59722 
Box 229 
1-14-77 

TO: Rep. Steve Waldron 

RE: Trans fe r s  of  Motor Vehicle T i t l e s  

Dear S i r :  , , 

The d e a l e r  never g e t s  t h e  T i t l e  a p p l i c a t i o n s  he re  wi th in  3 days;  and 
l o t s  o f  t imes  it i s  p a s t  t h e  c1.Q day per iod .  There i s  u s u a l l y  no de l ay  
i n  bank loans .  We have t r o u b l e  c o l l e c t i n g  t h e  pena l ty  f e e  because people 
d o n ' t  want t o  pay it. An o f f i c e r  of t h e  law he re  i n s i s t e d  he wouldn ' t  
pay it and t h a t  it was a g a i n s t  t h e  law. A f l a t  f e e  would be  f i n e .  

We have s t acks  of  T i t l e  a p p l i c a t i o n s  a l l  o f  t h e  t ime;  people j u s t  d o n ' t  
come i n  and t a k e  c a r e  of them l i k e  they  should. 

Very t r u l y  yours ,  
c' 

Powell County Treasurer  



Rep. Steve Waldron 
Dis t r ic t  #97 
Capitol Station 
Helena, Montana 59601 

Dear Mr .  Waldron: 

In  reply t o  your l e t t e r  dated Qanuary 7th.; we discussed the  matters and 

do f e e l  t h a t  the  (3) three day 3law i s  frequently violated. The(10) ten  

day grace period is suff ic ient ,  but it should be stressed by the dealer! 

If the  grace period was extended, we f e e l  t ha t  the  dealer would be even 

more lax in get t ing the  papers t o  our office. 

We are  i n  favor of the  (15.00) f i f t e e n  dol la r  f l a t  f ine,  provided there i s  

some publici ty  t o  inform the  public on the  "penalty lawH. The automobile 

dealers should inform t h e i r  customers t h a t  they MUST pick up the  papers a t  

t he  Treasurers of f ice  within the  10 day limit .  A t  t h i s  time, Deer Lodge 

C&ty has very l i t t l e  trouble with the  bank loans. 

It is refreshing t o  know t h a t  there i s  an in t e res t  i n  the  problems associated 

with the  t ransfers  of motor vehicle t i t l e s ,  and know tha t  you can count on 

our cooperation anytime. 

Sincerely, 

Dorothy M. Pearson 

Deer Lodge County Treasurer 



DANIELS COUNTY 
* 

SCOBEY, MONTANA 59263 

Jariuary 1-7, 1977 

kep. d t eve  ha ldron  
Pist. 1, 37 
C q i i o l  S tdkion 
Helena, i lon t~n;  '5yvOl. 

I n  r<+!jL::!t?sc -to your lt?tier 01' t rsnsiei*r . ln; ;  I L c ) . L ~ ~ ~  ke!-llcli.~;, 1 troill '  like 
t o  make tile I'o1low:-ng s t a  te!ae~its. 
1. 3~160 i7ealcrs i'ro;:! .;ur otm ~ o i t n c ~ ,  a r c  cjt1.i r ,e  ; )ro~,q)t  abdu t  see:.i!i, t i i a t  

Ire ,;et i;hc:; l.i.tlf-,s t o  lit. traiisi'errecl witli.in t l l ~  3 i ' ~ ~ j r  1 i ; t L i . t )  b ~ t ,  bile 
but of Count;. 'lealc-rs a re  very  l a x  about Lt. ile f e e l  if Ciii-re i s  a 
fine to  he individual, t i i a t  ule lavr S C J ! I C ) I ~ ~ ( I  T'L:;..~ lrllat vile Eea le r  r e -  
i aburse  tile i.rl~lf.vicIua1 ii t hL  -'e:il!-;.r i s  ;-t l ' au l t  . 

2. 
Yes, be1i.m.e timi; z f l a t  perlzlty lee of ;p15.00 ~~rould be b e t t e r  b r i t h  
a l'21ii;er grace per iod .  uur  cv.sto!rl~~:rs ,c . t  v!:r,y uril.iap;~y- w i t 1 1  us wi~en we 
charc;e tnem the  penal ty .  

Daniels  County 'i'reasi-!-cr 



I R I S  FROMDAWL. DCCUTV 

B H L I U  QRCNDAWL. o c r u t v  

COUNTY OF ROOSNELT 
OFFICE O F  

VIRGINIA W. PLOUFFE 
COUNTY TREABURER 

WOLF POINT, MONTANA 

CLCIKS 

MARY A N N  K I N N t S O N  

CYNTHIA SLETVOLD 

N A N C Y  L I N C O L N  

January  14,  1977 

The Honorable S teve  Wa ldron  
House of Represen ta t ives  
D i s t r i c t  /I97 
C a p i t o l  S t a t i o n  
Helena, Montana 59601 

Dear M r .  Waldron: 

I a p p r e c i a t e  your concern i n  t he  func t ion ing  of our  l o c a l  
government and t h e  oppor tun i ty  t o  be a b l e  t o  vo ice  an 
op in ion  on some of t h e  laws passed,  such a s ,  t h e  amend- 
ment of law 84-4242, on mobile homes. The f e a s i b i l i t y  of 
t h i s  law i s  n i l .  Our a s s o c i a t i o n  has  submit ted s i x  (6) 
b i l l s ,  hope fu l ly  t o  be passed.  One i s  t o  change t h e  mobile 
home law , s o  i t  i s  workable.  

A s  t o  t h e  adherence of  t h e  10 day g r a c e  per iod ,  we i n f o r c e  
i t  complete ly .  I would have t o  say  t h e r e  i s  a  very  f r e q u e n t  
v i o l a t i o n  of t h e  t h r e e  (3)  day s t a t u s  by d e a l e r s .  The 
people do have a  problem t r a n s f e r i n g  t h e  t i t l e  i n  t h e  t e n  
(10) day g race  pe r iod ,  however, we do n o t  f i n d  toomuch 
t r o u b l e  w i t h  t h e  banks p re sen t ing  t h e i r  l i e n s  i n  t ime.  

A s  you probably know, we  have a  r a t h e r  unique problem 
being on a  r e s e r v a t i o n ,  where t h e  l i c e n s i n g  of a  motor 
v e h i c l e  i s  no t  necessary ,  t h e r e f o r e  we have t i t l e s  i n  our 
f i l e s  f o r  years  back. 

I do f e e l  we may be a b l e  t o  g e t  them t o  come i n  e a r l i e r  t o  
t r a n s f e r  t i t l e s  by imposing the  p e n a l t y  f e e .  It  i s  i n -  
m a t e r i a l  t o  us i f  t h e  f e e s  a r e  g radua ted  o r  n o t .  

I f  our neighboring c o u n t i e s  a r e  a l lowed t o  be l a x  i n  t h e i r  
enforcement of t h i s  law, i t  i s  a  hindrance t o  our o f f i c e .  
(Maybe a  s t a t e  examiner could check i n t o  t h i s  more f u l l y . )  



I R I S  FROMDAHL,  DEPUTY 

S H E I L A  ORENDAHL,  D E P u n  

COUNTY OF ROOSEVELT 
OFFICE O F  

VIRGINIA W. PLCIUFFE 
C O U N T Y  TREASURER 

W O L F  P O I N T ,  M O N T A N A  

CLERKS 

MARY A N N  K l N N l S O N  

CYNTHIA SLETVOLD 

N A N C Y  L I N C O L N  

I f  eve ry  l e g i s l a t u r e  would show a s  much i n t e g r i t y  a s  you 
t o  c o n s u l t  t h e  peop le  who work w i t h  t h e s e  problems, i t  
would be f o r  a  b e t t e r  government. 

I am s o r r y  t o  have such a  long l e t t e r ,  b u t  am a v e r y  con- 
ce rned  person ,  when i t  cvmes t o  laws t h a t  e f f e c t  t h e  e f f i -  
c i e n c y  of our  o f f i c e .  

God B l e s s  You on your endeavors .  

~ o o s e v e l t  County T r e a s u r e r  
Wolf P o i n t ,  Montana 59201 
Vice-Pres iden t  S t a t e  Assoc i a t i on  



OFFICE OF: 
COUNTY TREASURER 

COUNTY OF DAWSON 
GLENDIVE, MONTANA 59330 

P.O. Box 833  281 
Phone 365-3036 

Rep. Steve !Jal dron 
Di s t r i c t  .f97 
Capitol Station 
Helena, M t .  59601 

Dear Representative Waldron: 

In  answer t o  your l e t t e r  concerning t ransfer  of t i t l e  on 
motor vehicles,  I wish to  say tha t  we do have problem with 
some dealers ge t t ing  the t i t l e s  t o  us even by the 10th day. 
We often have to  make long distance c a l l s  t o  secure them f o r  
the patron. 

Also, there sometimes i s  cmfusion when the t i t l e  goes 
t o  the bank t o  have the l i e n  put on and sometimes between the 
bank and the dealer i t  goes over 10 days. 

We do not have trouble computing the penalty fee. However, 
I think your idea of a f l a t  $15.00 penalty i s  good and extending 
the p a c e  period to  15 days might ease the problem somewhat, 
especially where a l i e n  i s  involved. 

Possibly there should be a penalty f o r  the dealer when he 
does not get  the t i t l e  t o  us on time. This may be somewhat hard 
to  enforce i n  the case of out-of-town o r  out-of-state dealers. 

Yours t ru ly ,  



I - I  
i 

l b A l L 8 ~ d l  t t HUf+ 
BUSINESS ENVELOPt MANUFACTURERS, INC. 1 1 1 ' 1 C J ) i PEARL RIVER.N.I. IIR0NX.N.Y CLINION,TENN ~ 
MELROSE PARK, ILL. ANAHEIM. CALIF. 

Rep, Steve Waldron 
District # 97 
Capitol Station 
Helena, Mt. 59601 

RICHLAND COUNTY TREASURER 
P. 0. BOX 1 106 

SIDNEY, MONTANA 59270 I 

Transfer of Motor Vehicle Titles 1-18-77 
UBJECT: DATE: 

M E S S A G E  

Dear Mr. Waldron, 
The answer to the first question, do the dealers get the papers I to us in three days, NO. We do have some that get them up in three days but not 

many. A fifteen day period would maybe help because the paper work isn't always 
easy to get done in three days. We would like a flat fee rather than figuring thc 
days each time. Ifhat we would really like is for the Dealers to send the 
Papers directjry to Deer Lodge themselves as they did in years past. I think 

I 
they would be more careful to get what they need. We have a problem getting 
them to furnish all thkc~needed papers at times, Thank You for trying to help 
us in this matter. 

Sincerely, 
L E A S E  R E P L Y  T O  b SIGNED: 

R E P L Y  

ATE: SIGNED: 

D E T A C H  YELLOW C O P Y  - S E N D  W t i I T E  A N D  P I N K  C O P I E S  W I T H  C A R B O N S  I N T A C T  LOT # 578492 

FORM NO. PK100U-3 
AVAILABLE FROM BUSINESS ENVELOPE MANUFACTURERS, INC.9 PEARL RIVER, N.Y. BRONX. N.Y.. CLINT0N.TENN.- MELROSE PARK. ILL.. ANAHEIM. CALIF 

P R I N T E D  IN IJ 5 A TI-iIS COPY FOR PERSON AECRESSCD 



A+ C U  
FLATHEAD COUNTY TREASURER 

P. 0. BOX 698 
KALISPELL, MONTANA 59901 

January 17, 1977 

Rep. Steve Waldron 
District #97 
Capitol Station 
Helena, Montana 

Dear Sir: 

K I am very happy that you aspd for our opinion on motor vehicle problems. 

The law that states that auto dealers have three (3) days after completing a sale - 
is quite often not adhered to. Especially if there is a lien on the unit. - 
have 'ldiscussions" with several people who do not come in within the ten (10) day 

grace period, then do not want to pay the penalty. They say the dealers do not 

tell them they have to at least tkansfer title within that time. Although it is 

written on the sticker they have in the back window. 

B I do think that this law has helped greatly in clearing our files. In my opinion, 

I think a fifteen (15) day grace period would be better than the ten (10) day one. 

That way you could give the dealers five (5) days to get the papers to the Treasurer's 

office. One of the problems is that the dealers often times sell a unit that they 

do not have the title to at the time of sale. 

As far as computing the penalty fee, we do not have any problem with that. As to 

the penalty fee, I think it might as well stay the same. On the average we only have 

to charge for a couple of days. If they have a fifteen (15) day grace period that 

should eliminate some of the penalty fees. They cause quite a bit of hard feelings 

to say the least. 

I think, some how, the dealers and public alike should be more knowledgeable about 

the use of the ten (10) day stickers. 

Thank you for your cooperation on this matter. 

 lathea ad County Treasurer 



JOHANNA BRICKER, COUNTY TREASURER 
P. 0. Box 980 

LEWISTOWN. MONTANA 69457 

536-9220 

Steve ~aldron 
Capitol-Station 
Helena, Montana 59601 

DATE January 17, 1977 

SUBJECT 

Dear Mr. Waldron: 

In answer to your letter dated January 7th and received here on Jan. 14th, 
I would be glad to help answer some of your questions in regard to motor 
vehicle licensing. 

pettigp the titles to our office within the . Many times the customer has to call- 
them or we do it for them. Also, they do not always inform the customer 
that he must come to this office. Some are wai,ting to receive it in their 
mail while all the time the title is in our office. I would say that the 
10 day period allowed for transfer is sufficient in most cases. Wg do not 
have to impose the fine very often because if the customer does not appear 
in a reasonable time after we receive the papers, we call him in time to 
make the transfer before the 10 days expire. However, a flat peqglty fee 
of $15.00 would be all right instead of the graduated fee. 

r 
'. 

JB @o'bnty Treasurer 



State of Montana 

COUNTY O F  GALLATIN 
* Box p / q  

Bozeman 

January 17, 1977 

Rep. Steve Waldron 
Distr ic t  #97 
Capitol Station 
Helena, Montana 59601 

Dear Rep. Waldron: 

In regard  to your le t te r  of January 7 on the t ransfer  of motor vehicle 
titles, I feel t ha t  most  of the dealers  do not pet their  title work up 
to  our  office within the three dav limit which the law gives them. 
1 would s a y  they usually get the work ip to us within 5 to 7 days. I 
rea l ly  do. not think people have a problem transfer ing the title within 
the 10 day grace  period. We feel  that if they a r e  going to come up 
they will come up in that length of t ime o r  otherwise they might leave 
i t  go fo r  weeks, especially if they aren't  drivinp it, We find-no 
problem with delays because of bank 1 o a n s A w e  have not had a 
problem with the computation of the penalty fee due to the fact that 
we have not charged them more  than the f la t  $10.00 penalty. 

We do have many i ra te  people who do not understand the 10 day 
s t icker  law which I think is partly due to the lack of communication 
between dealer  and customer and the fact that people do not read  their  
s t icker  which has the law printed on it. 

I real ly  feel  that the 10 day g race  period is long enough. If given more  
t ime I'm afraid people would only put it off o r  forget. People s e e m  to 
put things like this off until the very  las t  minute. 

I hope this le t ter  will be of some  help to you. 



philipsburg. iRHnntanti 

J a n u a r y  17, 1977 

Rep. S t e v e  Waldron 
D e s t r i c t  # 97 
C a p i t o l  S t a t i o n  
Helena ,  iqont 59601 

Dear Rep. Waldron: 

Thank you f 'o r  your  l e t t e r  r e q u e s t i n g  o p i n i o n s  o f  t h e  
County T r e a s u r e r ' s  U f f i c e s .  

The t h r e e  day  r e q u i r e m e n t  f o r  g e t t i n g  t i t l e  a p p l i c a t i o n  
from t h e  d e a l e r  t o  t h e  T r e a s u r e r ' s  O f f i c e  i s  h a r d l y  e v e r  met -- 
t h e  a v e r a g e  t ime  i s  f rom f i v e  d a y s  t o  a  week. I t h i n k  t h e  t h r e e  
day  l i m i t  i s  u n r e a l i s t i c  if t h e  d e h l e r  i s  i n  a  d i f f e r e n t  town 
frorn t h e  coun ty  s e a t  -- by t h e  t i m e  t h e y  comple te  t h e p a p e r  work, 
and t h e  bank d o e s  t h e  shme, t h e  t i m e  i s  up -- w i t h o u t  m a i l i n g  
t i m e .  

If t h e r e  were some way t o  p e n a h z p  t s h e  d p ~ l p r  who  d o e s  n o t  
y e n  m a i l  p a p e r s  u n t i l  a f t e r  t e n  d a y s ,  i t  would be n i c e  -- we 
have  had  t h a t  problem ma- 

P o s s i b l y  a  s e v e n  day  t ime  l i m i t  on g e t t i n g  p b p e r s  t o  t h e  
T r e a s u r e r s  o f f i c e ,  and a  f i f t e e n  day  l i m i t  on conip le t ing  t i t l e  
a p p l i c a t i o n ,  by t n e  b u y e r ,  would be w e l l .  ~ n d  t h e  f l a t  p e n a l t y  
f e e  o f  f i f t e e n  d o l l a r s ,  r b t h e r  t h a n  t h e  g r b d u a t e d  p e n b l t v  feed" 
Gould a l s o  meet w i t h  o u r  a p p r o v h l .  

If t h e r e  were some way t o  make ALL d e a l e r s  r e c o r d  ALL 
p e r t i n e n t  d a t a  c o n c e r n i n g  t h e  v e h i c l e s  t h e y  a r e  s e l l i n g ,  on t h e  
a p p l i c a t i o n s  -- o r  some way t o  r e q u i r e  t h e  G.V.W. d i v i s i o n  t o  
s i m p l y f y  t h e  l i s ts  t h e y  send  u s ,  i t  would h e l p .  The G.V.W. l i s t s  
s o  many d i f f e r e n t  v e h i c l e s  -- p a r t i c u l a r l y  t r u c k s  -- t h a t  we 
r a r e l y  can  f i n d  t h e  one t h e  d e ~ l e r  h a s  l i s t e d .  E x c e p t i o n  i s  
C h e v r o l e t  t r u c k s ,  who a r e  l i s t e d  by model number. If t h e  d e d e r  
would even  s t b t e  wheel  l e n g t h ,  motor ,  4x4 o r  2x2, F.C.B. and  
c o l o r ,  i t  would h e l p .  (Son~e do ,  now-- b u t  n o t  a l l . )  

Banks do  n o t  u s u a l l y  h o l d  up p a p e r s ,  b u t  l o a n  compani2s 
a u i t e  o f t e n  do  -- Household F inance .  e t c .  

Very t r u l y  yo7.1.r:, 

G r a n i t e  



TREASURER 

P. 0. BOX 1235 

BILLINGS, MONTANA 
59103 

Janu<wy 17, 1377 

Rep. Steve Lialdron 
D i s t .  77 37 
Cap i to l  S t a t i o n  
Helena, k i t .  53601 

R e :  Licensing Auto 

Dear Steve: 

I am i n  support  o f  t he  law as -- i t  now s tands .  I s e e  no need t o  
change t h e  time element. Your i nqu i ry  a s  t o  t h e  law being s t r i c t l y  
adhered t o y i t  f r equen t ly  vi-olated: Our county i s  enforc ing  t h i s  and 
have no proplems. 

P lease  defea t  t h i , ~  b i l l - r ea son  i f  t he  d e a l e r  has  more time he 
t a k e s  more time- i f  t h e  f e e  is not  gra tuqtcd ,  vre w i l l  have a back l o g  
of  t i t l e s  here  unbel ivable-  a s  t he  cos t  would be the  same once a  pena l ty  
has  been e s t ab l i shed .  

A s  t h e  b i l l  is w r i t t e n  now t h e  $10.00 p l u s  $1.00 a  day has  an 
incen t ive  t o  come i n  before  $25.00 is charged. 

We don ' t  need any change, 

Thank you, 

~el.lowd&on~ ~ ~ d n t ~  Treasurer  



>ARLENE O'LEARY 
TREABURER 

HELENA, MONTANA 59601 

January 1 3 ,  1977 

Dear Represen ta t ive  Waldron: 

Yes, we do have problems with a l l  t h e  q u e s t i o n s  you have 
asked about .  I be l i eve  t h a t  most of t h e  t ime ,  t i t l e  pape r s  a r e  
slowed up because of t h e  l o a n s  on t h e  v e h i c l e s .  C r e d i t  Unions 
have t o  wait f o r  a board meeting i n  some i n s t a n c e s .  Also ,  t h e  
s t i c k e r s  a r e  n o t  always on our  papers  a f t e r  t h e y  a r e  s e n t  t o  us  
from t h e  banks, which g i v e s  u s  no c o n t r o l  on t h e  f i n e s .  

The c a r  d e a l e r s  w i l l  t a k e  i n  a second hand c a r  wi th  t h e  s e l l e r  
s i g n i n g  it o f f  and having h i s  s i g n a t u r e  n o t a r i z e d  t h e  day he t u r n s  
it over  t o  t h e  d e a l e r .  The d e a l e r  t h e n ,  may n o t  s e l l  t h e  veh ic l e  
f o r  s e v e r a l  months. A t  t h a t  time he w i l l  f i l l  ou t  t h e  1 0  Day S t i c k e r  
and a t t a c h  it t o  t h e  pape r s  and send them on t o  t h e  bank f o r  t h e  
neces sa ry  l e i n  papers .  The banks a r e  then  t o  send a l l  t h e  papers  
on t o  u s .  However, t he  1 0  Day S t i c k e r  has  been removed and t h e r e  
i s  no way we can determine when it was s o l d  o r  how long t h e  banks 
have had t h e  pape r s  i n  t h e i r  possess ion .  

I b e l i e v e  t h a t  i f  t h e  d e a l e r  could send u s  a copy of t h e  10  
Day S t i c k e r s  t h e  same day t h e y  s e l l  t h e  v e h i c l e  and t e l l u s  what bank 
o r  c r e d i t  union they  s e n t  t h e  papers  t o ,  we would know more about 
who has  t h e  pape r s  and of who i s  n o t  g e t t i n g  t h e  papers  t o  u s  on 
t ime,  The customers would a l s o  lcnow who i s  ho ld ing  t h e i r  papers  up. 
This  would a l s o  he lp  s t o p  t h e  p r a c t i c e  of t h e  d e a l e r s  i s s u i n g  more 
than  one 10  Day S t i c k e r .  

I would l i k e  having t h e  f i n e  as one s e t  f e e .  I do b e l i e v e  t h a t  
it would be a f a i r e r  p r a c t i c e  t o  t h e  p u b l i c  t o  add a few more days 
t o  t h e  g race  pe r iod .  This  would he lp  e l i m i n a t e  t he  need f o r  customers 
t o  have t o  make more than  one t r i p  t o  our o f f i c e  looking f o r  t h e i r  
papers .  

I f  I can be of f u r t h e r  a s s i s t a n c e ,  p l e a s e  con tac t  me. 

S i n c e r e l y ,  

0 ',,,//ttt,L-K-~, 

Darlene 0' Leary,  T reasu re r  



REP. STEVE WALDRON 
D i s t r i c t  # 97 
,Capitol S t a t i on  
Helena, Montana 59601 

Dear Rep. Waldronr 

In  reply f o  y o u  l e t t e r  of January 7, 1977, here a re  a few 
drawbacks of our present laws. 

The three  day completion of s a l e  by the dea le r  i s  an impossibil i ty,  
Here i n  t h i s  cornunity where many customers shop out of town, i t  does 
not give enough time f o r  finance papers and mai l  delivery. Even the  
dealers i n  town f ind  it hard t o  process f inancing and e t c ,  which has 
t o  be done. This makes it hard f o r  the Treasurer's o f f i c e  t o  enforce. 
The dealers  i n  many instances w i l l  not cooperate as  they should. The 
majority of the dealers  w i l l  not  give the manufacturer's l i s t  price, 
a s  the  t i t l e  appl icat ion asks f o r  and the few dealers t h a t  a r e  honest 
make it unfa i r  t o  the  customers, where another dealer l i s t s  a pr ice  
below F.O.B. price, This i s  when we tax  f o r  t h e  new use tax on a new 
vehicle. believe a t en  day period would be l9ng enough f o r  the 
customer i f  the dealers  m d  coop6yat% honestly. Also, I think 
a penaltv should be . so  tha t  p ~ o p l e  w i l l  take care  of the  paper work, 
I ce r t a in ly  f e e l  t h a t  the  penalty should 6e r a i s ed  from $10.00 t o  
$25.00 i f  i t s  a f l a t  r a t e  or  otherwise, I wish t ha t  t was some way 

e fined, A but  when they ' re  out of town and 
county, Who's t o  enforce it and they won't m a i l  t h e i r  penal ty  check 
with the t i t l e  applications,  So, what should and could a t reasure r  do? 

Also, the mobile home law is c rea t ing  a l o t  of trouble, we have 
dealers put t ing on dea le r  p la tes  and moving them out of t h e  county 
without a permit, Therefore, when the  taxes a r e n ' t  paid we l o s e  the  
taxes, without any means of col lect ing them out  of our county. 
The Montana Highway Pa t ro l  claim t h a t  they a r e  not  a v io l a t i on  
t o  t h e i r  department, s o  how can t h i s  be prohibited i n  the fu ture?  
The one time a year tax was much e a s i e r  t o  c o l l e c t  i n  these cases, 
than the two col lect ions  which are spread through out the whole year, 



There should def in i te ly  be a l imitation as  t o  the number of 
dealer plates t h a t  one dealer can purchase, I don't think tha t  
everybody related t o  the dealer shuuld be allowed t o  put dealer 
p la tes  or used dealer plgtes on t h e i r  car, There are absolute* 
no taxes collected on these vehicles and they a r e  using our roads 
and s t r ee t s ,  and shouldn't they pay t h e i r  share of the taxes also? 
In a small county like this it would add a nice sum of taxes . 
Also , I would l i k e  t o  see a change i n  the law, and have the dealers 
pay an inventory taxes on the cars on hand on assessment date as it 
had been done i n  the past. 

Hope t h a t w s  w i l l  be of some help to  you i n  making decisions t o  
make laws that  w i l l  be bet ter  t o  enforce. 

sincerely, 
n A 

#&, c&&c7d 
Edna C. Irion, Treasurer 



WESLEY W. STEARNS,COMMISSIONER HENRY L. GILL.COMMISSIONER GEORGE W. WELLS, COMMISSIONER 

DIXIE VAUGHT 
CLERK & RECORDER 

JUNE M .  THAYER 
TREASURER 

PAUL 1. FARLAN 
ASSESSOR 

JAMES L. PALMER 
SUPT. OF SCHOOLS 

STATE O F  MONTANA 

Trroar~so~ EUJ,S,NOXTANA 
59873 

January  10, 1977 

WINIFRED I. VAN DERHOFF 
CLERK DISTRICT COURT 

ROBERT L. FLETCHER 
- ATTORNEY 

A.H. CHENEY 
SHERIFF 

C.E. ROSDAHL 
CORONER 

9ep. S teve  Trlaldron 
D i s t r i c t  ff97 
Capi to l  S t a t i o n  
Helenz, Montana 5?601 

gea r  Representa t ive  braldron, 

I n  r e p l y  t o  your i n q u i r y  of Janua--y 7kh, p l ease  be ~ d v i s e d  t h a t  
t h e  3 day  law i s  v i o l a t e d  99% of th2 time. Nost  d e a l e r s  t a k e  a vreek 
o r  1 0  dzys. 

Secondly, people a r e  not t!~.ld 1117 by bank llnans es much as t hey  
a r e  b!r d e a l e r s  maho s e l l  a i ~ s e d  veh ic l e  on which t h e y  have n o t  r e c e i w d  
the  t i t l e  from %he former owner and o f t en  a. dilpl icete  t i t l e  n11st be 
secured be fo re  t h e  t r a n s a c t i o n  can be cqmplcted. 

We a l s o  have i .nstances where 2eqple buy n c a r  znc! t hen  f i n d  they 
do n g t  hcve t h e  money t o  l icense  it u n t i l  t h e i r  next  payda;~, and 
occas iona l ly  t he  d e a l e r  sends t h e  papers t o  t h e  wrong T r e a s i ~ r e r ' s  
Off ice  which c r e a t e s  a dela;~. 

T$e would l i k e  t,o s e e  the  g race  period extended t o  15 days b u t  
f e e l  t h e  gradv~.t,ed p e n a l t y  fee i s  nor? fa! r. 

Appresiate  y o u r  i n l l ~ i r y  a s  wc qre n q t  o f t e n  conslll ted on 
l e g i s l a t i v e  ma t t e r s  t h a t  e f f e c t  our o f f i c e .  

( ~ l i s s )  June fil. Thayer 
Sanders County Treasurer  
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January  19, 1977 

Hey. Steve Waldron 
D i s t r i c t  #I97 
Cap i to l  S t a t i o n  
Helena, Montana 

Dear M r  Waldron: 

I w i l l  be e l ad  t o  s t a t 0  r,r; opinions i n  r e s a r d  t o  t h e  I t l a t e  r e g i s t r a t i o n f 1  
law. A s  we have hsd m n y  problcnls w j - t h  it and would l j k e  t o  haire i t  
amended. 

I do f e e l  we need more coopera t jon  of the  ~ u t o  d c a l e r s .  I d o n ' t  t h ink  
t h e y  cxp la jn  t,ne 1~ o r  t h e  jrclpo~t,ance of it t o  the buyers. We h2ve 
some who a r e  very poo(l: and ~ t h e r s  who a r e r l t t .  And we do have t i t l e s  
a r r i v i n ~  beyond the ~ x p i r a t i o n  da te ,  es_uecinl ly  from 011%-qf-town 
Dealers.  Then t imes they  a r e  not i n  proper order  t o  t r a n s f e r .  

Yes, we have tlhold-upY at; t he  I'anks fclr c o n t r a c t s  al.so. 

W ~ s t  admit I have not qrlhered t o  the 1 3 , ~  str ic t1:- ,  because of 211 these  
p r o b l e ~ s  . 
I d o  f e e l  a f la t ,  p e ~ a l t y  wo111ri h e  b e t t ~ r .  S ~ c b  a s  tb- .  10  d2y crgce  p ~ r i o d  
wi th  $l~).T)n psnql.ty. I :41~12yvs (1: (4 fppl. f,'llc $?<,00 2 ~ r l : ~ l t y  1~7s ton nnlch, 
-4s I have many motorcycl-o t , l ; t l c  which ycre refiiserl t o  r~gi~Ler, bec3usn of 
t h e  $25.00 penal ty.  ( 1 0 b 7 ~ , ? -  per ln l  ty an11 ,+,ri ct1:r F nforce  j t )  

Another f fy r ipeH of mine i s  the? abusc o r  Dealers  '13tes. The Co. Tr-c-.isuers a r e  
s t r i v i n g  t o  c o r r e c t  thj:. If yox can be any he lp  t o  11s i n  t h i s  rnat, t ,~r,  i t  woqld 
be  apprec ia ted  very much. 

y!2i!.22d, 2&AJ 
Katharine ~da t son  
P h i l l i p s  Co. Treas. 



. COUNTY OF STILLWATER 
STATE OF MONTANA 

COLUMBUS, MONTANA 

February 4 ,  1977 

Steve Waldron, Representative 
D i s t r i c t  #97 
Capitol  S ta t ion  
Helena, Montana 59601 

Dear ~ e p r e s e n t a t i v e  Waldron: 

I r e g r e t  t h a t  I have not  r e p l i e d  t o  your inquiry  before now, and t r u s t  t h a t  
I am not t o  l a t e  with my comments concerning our experience with the  p resen t  
Transfer of llotor Vehicle T i t l e  law. 

(1) Dealers required t o  send the  t i t l e  t o  the  County Treasure r ' s  o f f i c e  
wi th in  t h r e e  (3)  days of completing the  s a l e .  

( A )  I f i n d  t h i s  t o  be a clumsy arrangement, t i t l e s  usual ly  do not  
reach t h i s  o f f i c e  wi th in  t h e  th ree  day l i m i t a t i o n .  The law is f requen t ly  
v i o l a t e d .  

( 2 )  Purchaser 's  do have problems t r a n s f e r r i n g  wi th in  the  t e n  day (10) 
grace period.  It i s  not  unusual f o r  seve ra l  c a l l s ,  checking a s  t o  whether 
the  papers have been received by the  Treasurer o r  no t .  

I would not blame the  dea le r  a l l  of the  time, they have t h e i r  
problems a l s o ,  papers a r e  sometimes missent t o  the  wrong county, o r  delayed 
i n  the  mail .  

( 3 )  T i t l e s  a r e  f requent ly  processed, and submitted f o r  t r a n s f e r ,  before 
loans f o r  f inancing a r r i v e ,  we a r e  not  aware t h a t  a  l i e n  i s  t o  be f i l e d ,  so  
do not  f e e l  responsib le  f o r  the  overs ight .  I do not  know j u s t  what the  problem 
is i n  t h i s  r e s p e c t ,  s ince  it would seem the  app l i ca t ion  f o r  t i t l e  o r  an e x i s t i n g  
t i t l e  should accompany the  request  f o r  a loan. 

(4 )  I f i n d  no problem with the  computation of the  penalty f e e ,  however I 
would be i n  favor of a  f l a t  f e e .  Neither do I f e e l  the re  should be a penal ty  i f  
the  purchaser has made a conscienkious e f f o r t  t o  complete the  t r ansac t ion  on time. 

Trus t ing  t h i s  information regarding my experience with the  e x i s t i n g  law i f  
he lp fu l  . 

Yours very t r u l y ,  

- i. 
Mahle B .  Shot t ,  Treasurrer 

cc: EcLane P i s t  #72 
Aber Senate #36 
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SHERIDAN COUNTY MONTANA 
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MILDRED LARSON 

DEPUTY 

Rep. S t eve  Waldron 
D i s t r i c t  #97 
C a p i t o l  S t a t i o n  
Helena, Montana 59601 

January  26,+ 1977 

D e a r  Represen ta t ive  Waldron: 

So r ry  t o  be  s o  slow i n  answering your le t ter  of January  7 ,  1977 
b u t  t h e  letter g o t  b u r i e d  on my desk and I d i d  no t  d i s cove r  i t  
u n t i l  t h e  o t h e r  day. 

Our d e a l e r s  have been doing real w e l l  i n  g e t t i n g  t h e  pape r s  h e r e  
on t i m e .  W e  d o  have one d e a l e r  t h a t  g i v e s  t h e  pape r s  t o  t h e  
i n d i v i d u a l ,  t h e r e f o r e  w e  do  no t  g e t  any 10 day s t i c k e r  da t e .  
W e  do  no t  have many t h a t  m i s s  t h e  10 day g r a c e  per iod .  W e  
f i n d  t h o s e  who do m i s s  t h e  g race  pe r iod  are t h e  ones t h a t  
should  be  i n  on t i m e  as t h e y  do  no t  have t h e  extra money f o r  
t h e  f i n e .  

I t h i n k  t h e  $15.00 f l a t  fee would be  a b e t t e r  i d e a  as i t  always 
seems t h a t  someone is  ask ing  i f  Sa turdays  and Sundays count  
a l s o ,  I t h i n k  t h a t  t h e  d e a l e r s  should e i t h e r  make t h e  
e x p i r a t i o n  d a t e  on Fr iday  o r  Monday i f  t h e  e x p i r a t i o n  f a l l s  on 
a Sa turday  o r  Sunday. Since  w e  are not open those days it  'is 
u n f a i r  t o  t h e  customer. 

Ten days  should be long enough, a l though sometimes g e t t i n g  
l i e n s  t a k e  longer .  Maybe a g r a c e  pe r iod  of 20 days  would be 
b e t t e r .  

The "10 day s t i c k e r v  should  b e  made easier t o  r ead  as t o  t h e  
e x p i r a t i o n  da t e .  Some states have a pape r - l i ke  l i c e n s e  
p l a t e  t h a t  has  t h e  e x p i r a t i o n  d a t e  i n  l a r g e  numbers, 

Thank you. 

F i n c e m l y  yours ,  



ATTACHMENT # 2  2/22/77 

' 1 ' 0  : : ; t 1 1 1 , l  t-c ( ' C ) I I U I I ~  t t  t ! ~ :  0 1 1  l i j  ghways and  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  

I ' I  C ~ I  : UOLJ L'(>rbor; 

l i t :  ; A r ~ ~ ~ > r l d r n t ? ~ ~ t - ~  to S B  440 

S ~ ~ v e r d l  cline~idn~t~nirs to SI3 440, Depar tment  o f  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n ,  have bcc21, 

proposcd.  l ' h i s  memo o u t l i n e s  t h e s e  amendments and who p r o p o s c d  t t i c m .  

1. Alltend t i t l e ,  l i n e  13 .  
E 'o l lowiny :  "1947" 
Irlsert:  I t ;  AND PROVIDING FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE" 

Tills i s  a t e c h n i c a l  amendment t o  c u r e  a n  error d i s c o v e r e d  by 
i n d e x e r s  on  t h e  C o u n c i l  s t a f f .  The  last s e c t i o n  i n  t h e  h i l l  p r o v  i c 1 c . s  
a n  effec:t:ive d a t e ,  which  s h o u l d  be r e f l e c t e d  i n  t h e  title. 

i) . A I I I C ' I ~ C I  p ~ l c j e  4 , s e c t i o n  4 ,  l i n e  14 .  
k c :  " t h c s e "  
J115t.rt: : 'I t t i e i  r I 1  

' l ' h i s  anicndment c o r r e c t s  a  t y p o g r a p h i c a l  e r r o r  n o t i c e d  b y  J o h n  
I iol low who d r a f t e d  t h e  b i l l .  

3.  krrend page 9 ,  s e c t i o n  11, l i n e s  2 t h r o u g h  9. 
S t r i k e :  sectiorl 11 i n  i t s  e n t i r i t y  
Rellurnber : a l l  s u b s e q u e n t  s e c t i o n s .  

I f  S e n a t o r  S m i t h ' s  b i l l  r e p e a l i n g  motor v e h i c l e  inspect.i.011 
( S B  1 3 4 )  is  e n a c t e d ,  which is  very l i k e l y ,  t h i s  s e c t i o n  s h o u l d  
be removed. 

4 .  Arnend p a g e  1 0 ,  s e c t i o n  1 2 ,  l i n e  15 .  
k 'oJ l o w i  nq : " (d) " 
S L r i k e :  "No less t h a n "  
I n s e r t  : " A t  l e a s t "  
f i 'ol lowi ng :  "members" 
St-1-3 k c  : "may" 
lrisert: " s h a l l "  

5. Arilcncl p a g e  1 0 ,  s e c t i o n  1 2 ,  l i n e  16 .  
J*'o1 l o w i  ny : "related to"  
S t l - i k e :  " e i t h e r "  
L~lsert :  "each of t h e  f o l l o w i n g  modes o f  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n "  




