
MIiJUTES OF MEETIZJG 
SEdATE JUDICIARY COBUIITTEE 

February 21, 1977 

The meeting of this committee was called to order by Senator 
Turnage, Chairman, at 9:35 a.m. on the above date in Room 442 
of the State Capitol Building. 

ROLL CALL: 

All menlbers of the committee were present, with Senator 
Roberts arriving from another meeting at 10:40 and Senator Warden 
being excused at 1O:OO a.m. to attend another meeting. 

WITiJESSES PRESENT TO TESTIFY: 

Representative Keyser - District 81, Ennis 
Representative Day - District 54, Glendive 
Gail Stoltz - director, dept. of cooperation, Montana Farmers Union 
Fran Mertes - Glendive Chamber of Commerce & Richland and ilawson 

Co. Conservation District 
Wayne Haas - Buffalo Rapids Irrigation Project 
Tom Weir - Yellowstone Basin Water Use Assn. 
Ted Doney - Dept. of Natural Resources, chief legal counsel 
Duane Erickson - Buffalo Rapids 
John Peplinski - Glendive Area Farmers 
John Marciniok - Wibaux, Montana 
Representative Huennekens - District 68, Billings 
Representative Baeth - District 21, Libby 
Margaret Davis - League of Women Voters of Montana 
Jim Beck - Department of Highways, attorney 
Representative Johnston - District 13, Cut Bank 
Ray Blehm - Montana Firemen's Assn. 
Dennis Haddow - Air Quality Bureau, SDBCS 

CONSIDERATION OF HOUSE BILL 226: 

Representative Reyser, sponsor of this bill, explained that 
it has a more severe approach to providing a penalty for reckless 
driving when a driver attempts to flee from or elude officers. 

COWSIDERATIOiJ OF HOUSE BILL 310 : 

Representative Day, chief sponsor of this bill, told the com- 
mittee that he had introduced it at the request of the Department of 
iqatural Resources. He then explained the bill and said that there 
had been a moratorium put on water which will expire on March 11, 
1977, and that this bill would extend it to January 1, 1973. Also, 
that this bill has the possibility of extending the moratorium to 
March 1, 1979, when the legislature could take the appropriate action 
it deems necessary. 

The first proponent of H. B. 310 was Gail Stoltz, Montana Farmers 
Union, who read the attached statement to the committee. (See Exhibit 1) 



The next proponent was Fran Mertes, representing the Gleildive 
Chamber of Commerce and the Richland and Dawson Counties Conserva- 
tion District, who said that the moratorium should be extended so 
that the study can be completed. He said that the purpose of the 
moratorium was for the use of the agriculture interests, the 
farmer-rancher, but that the crops are worse today than thcy were 
then. Further, that it is more imperative now than it was before; 
that the economics of the counties affected are 3/4 agriculture 
and they want to keep it that way. They need to have use of the 
water. He said that data published by the Dept. of Natural Resources 
tends to give people complacency and that it is misleading. 
He also said that the adjudication is not complete and that the 
Indian water rights do not yet say how much water, and that they 
feel that the concepts should be generously conclusive in their 
water'because the economy of eastern Montana is vital. 

Wayne Haas, Buffalo Rapids Irrigation Project, was the next 
proponent to testify. He is an irrigating farmer in the Yellowstone 
Basin. He asked that the moratorium be extended so that the water 
reservations can be acted on because they are vital to Montana. 

Tom Weir, representing the Yellowstone Basin Water Use Assn., 
was the next proponent and he told the committee that t h c y  strongly 
support H.B. 310, because there are many requests by coal conlpanics 
for a lot of water in his area, and the moratorium in effect said 
"stop and look" before we approve a lot more water to industry. 
He said that we should look at the water needs of everyonc and the 
purpose and objective of the moratorium have not been fulfilled. 
He reminded the committee that the agricultural units are not 
recognized and agriculture is the largest industry in Montana. 
Therefore, their water cannot be cut off. 

Ted Doney of the Dept. of Natural Resources, chief legal 
counsel, referred the committee to a copy of their report submitted 
last month "The State of the Yellowstone River". He said t h d t  it 
contained the  reasons why they want to have this bill passed. 

Also appeari-ng in support of H.B. 310 were: Duane Erickson of 
Buffalo Rapids, John Peplinski of the Glendive Area Farmers, and 
John Marciniok of Wibaux, Montana. 

No opponents. 

Representative Day, in closing said that we are goinq t o  lost .  
our water to down stream states, because there is no other  p l a n  
that will tie up this water immediately. He asked t h a t  t l l c >  corn- 
mittee concur in H.B. 310 and said that the House cornnlittc!~ h e a l - ~ r l q  
it had only 4 votes against it. 

The Chairman then allowed a question and answer p ~ ? r i o d .  
Senator Towe suggested some amendments, but they were reicctad. 

Senator Regan moved that H.B. 310 BE CONCURRED IN. 'rhe m d t i o l l  
carried unanimously. 



COiJSIDZRATIO2J OF HOUSE BILL 5: 

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  Iluennekens, Distr ict  68 ,  B i l l i n g s ,  sponsor  
o f  t h e  b i l l ,  s a i d  t h a t  it w a s  d e s i r a b l e  t o  g i v e  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  more 
c o n t r o l  and t h i s  would e s t a b l i s h  t h e  o f f i c e  o f  c o u r t  a d m i n i s t r a t o r ,  
and t h a t ,  a t  t h e  p r e s e n t  t i m e ,  t h e  draw on t h e  s ta te  t r e a s u r y  i s  
s m a l l  because  of f e d e r a l  fund ing .  

Margare t  Davis ,  r e p r e s e n t i n g  t h e  Montana League o f  Women V o t e r s ,  
s a i d  t h a t  t h e y  f u l l y  s u p p o r t  t h e  b i l l  and r e a d  a  s t a t e m e n t  i n  
s u p p o r t  of  t h e s e  f u n c t i o n s .  

i' 

There  were no opponen t s  p r e s e n t  a t  t h i s  meet ing .  

CONSIDERATION OF HOUSE BILL 483: 

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  Baeth  o f  D i s t r i c t  21, Libby,  s a i d  t h a t  h e  had 
i n t r o d u c e d  t h i s  b i l l  a t  t h e  r e q u e s t  o f  t h e  Highway P a t r o l ,  and 
i n t r o d u c e d  t h e  a t t o r n e y  f o r  t h e  Department  o f  Highways, J i m  Beck, 
who r e a d  a  s t a t e m e n t  e x p l a i n i n g  t h e  b i l l  i n  which h e  s a i d  t h a t  
t h e  p r i v a t e  p r o p e r t y  owner p r e v a i l s  and t h a t  t h e r e  i s  no s t a t u t o r y  
g u i d e l i n e s  f o r  a t t o r n e y  f e e s .  H e  s a i d  t h a t  t h e  a t t o r n e y  u s u a l l y  
g e t s  what  h e  a s k s  f o r  and t h a t  some judges  a r e  generous  and even 
g r a n t  t h e  a t t o r n e y  more t h a n  h e  s e e k s .  H e  f u r t h e r  t o l d  t h e  committee 
t h a t  t h i s  b i l l  i s  p a t t e r n e d a f t e r  thewash ing ton  s t a t u t e  which c a l l s  
f o r  a  f e e  f o r  a t t o r n e y s  o f  $50 an  h o u r w h i c h k f e l t  was f a i r .  

There  w e r e  no opponen t s ,  s o  t h e  Chairman a l lowed  t h e  committee 
members t o  q u e s t i o n  M r .  Beck. S e n a t o r  Regan s u g g e s t e d  t o  M r .  Beck 
t h a t  t h e  b i l l  b e  amended on page 1, s e c t i o n  1, l i n e  1 8 ,  f o l l o w i n g  
" f e e s "  by i n s e r t i n g  " s h a l l  b e  computed on a n  h o u r l y  b a s i s  and" .  Elr. 
Beck had no o b j e c t i o n  t o  t h e  amendment. I t  was a l s o  d e c i d e d  t h a t  
page  1, l i n e  1 5 ,  s h o u l d  b e  amended f o l l o w i n g  "customary" by i n s e r t i n g  
" h o u r l y "  and t h a t  page  1, l i n e s  1 6  and 1 7 ,  s h o u l d  be  amended f o l l o w i n g  
" h e l d "  by s t r i k i n g  ", p r o v i d e d  t h a t  r e a s o n a b l e  and n e c e s s a r y  a t t o r n e y  
f e e s  may n o t  exceed $50 and hour" .  Sen.Towe moved t h e  a d o p t i o n  of  t h e  
p r e v i o u s  amendments. The motion c a r r i e d  unanimously.  S e n a t o r  Towe 
t h e n  moved t h a t  H.B. 483  a s  amended BE CONCUliRED I I J .  The mot ion  
c a r r i e d  unanimously.  

CONSIDERATION OF HOUSE J O I N T  RESOLUTIOig 7:  

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  J o h n s t o n  of C u t  Bank, s p o n s o r  o f  t h e  r e s o l u t i o n ,  
e x p l a i n e d  what  it would do r e g a r d i n g  p e r m i t s  f o r  p o l l u t i o n  o r  fires. 
13e s a i d  t h a t  it would n o t  a p p l y  where t h e  F o r e s t  S e r v i c e  i s  i n  con- 
t r o l  o f  t h e  l a n d .  

The f i r s t  p roponen t  was Ray Blehm, r e p r e s e n t i n g  t h e  Montana 
FirementsAssn.who s a i d  t h a t  t h e y  s u p p o r t  t h e  r e s o l u t i o n  and t h a t  most 
b u r n i n g  p e r m i t s  a r e  g i v e n  by t h e  p o l l u t i o n  c o n t r o l  d e p a r t m e n t  s o  
t h e y  have  t r o u b l e  v e r i f y i n g  them. H i s  a s s o c i a t i o n  would l i k e  t o  
have them go t h r o u g h  t h e  f i r e  depar tment .  



Dennis Naddow of the Air Quality Bureau, S.D.B.E.S., said 
that they have a couple of questions. He testified that his depart- 
ment gives out approximately 15,000 permits a year and that the 
state foresters and forest service only issue permits during certain 
months of the year. He said further that they do not require incident 
by incident permits and that the administrative rule applies state- 
wide. The main purpose of the bill is so the fire fighters know 
there is a fire being burned. 

Since there were no opponents present, the committee members 
were allowed to ask questions of the witnesses. The Chairman said 
this resolution would be taken under advisement. 

DISPOSITION OF SENATE BILL 125: 

Senator Lensink moved that S.B. 125 DO NOT PASS. The motion 
carried unanimously. 

There being no further business at this time, the committee 
adjourned at ll:15.a.m.. 

. TURNAGE, Chairman 



ROLL CALL 

JUDICIARY COMMITTEE 
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TESTIMONY BEFORE THE J U n I C l A R Y  COMlilITTEE MONTANA STATE 
HEARING ON HOUSE BILL 310, MONDAY, FEBRUARY 21, 1977. 

I am G a i l  S t o l t z ,  d i r e c t o r  of t h e  department of coopera t ion  f o r  

Montana Farmers Union, a s t a t e w i d e  farm and ranch o r g a n i z a t i o n  of 

approximately 7,500 fami ly  members, wi th  headquarters  i n  Grea t  F a l l s .  

J u s t  a s  our o r g a n i z a t i o n  supported t h e  Yellows tone  River  water  

moratorium a t  its i n c e p t i o n  i n  1974, we now suppor t  House B i l l  310 

t o  permit  t h e  Board of N a t u r a l  Resources and Conservation t o  make 

f i n a l  de terminat ions  on a p p l i c a t i o n s  f o r  r e s e r v a t i o n s  of water  i n  t h e  

bas i n .  

With ,hearings scheduled p a s t  mid-February a c r o s s  t h e  s t a t e  by 

t h e  Department of N a t u r a l  Resources and Conservation pursuant  t o  the  

Montana Water Use A c t ,  it is obvious t h e  o r i g i n a l  moratorium dead l ine  

of March 11, 1977, is no longer  a p p r o p r i a t e .  

We e s p e c i a l l y  want t h e  Board t o  have adequate time t o  a s s e s s  t h e  

needs of a g r i c u l t u r e  i n  e v a l u a t i n g  t h e  complex i s s u e  of b e n e f i c i a l  uses 

versus  i n d u s t r i a l  demands. 

J u s t  as v i t a l  as a g r i c u l t u r e  is t o  t h e  Montana economy, s o  is water  

v i t a l  t o  a g r i c u l t u r e .  And, a l though no s i n g l e  p iece  of' l e g i s l a t i o n  can 

answer a l l  of our q u e s t i o n s  and f e a r s  about  a n  adequate  a g r i c u l - t u r a l  

water supp ly ,  House B i l l  310 is a s o r e l y  needed safeguard  i n  t h i s  i n s t a n c e  

The va lue  of t h e  moratorium a l ready  has been demonstrated and we 

wou1.d no t  want t o  s e e  it ended before  t h e  job is completed and p o s s i b l e  

l e g a l  complicat ions a r e  a v e r t e d .  

Thank you,  f o r  h e a r i n g  me o u t ,  and f o r  consideri l lg  a g r i c u l t u r e ' s  

viewpoint.  
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I test in t 
BY F1.YNN J.  EI.1. 

Of rhe Gazette staff 

ftetrd11~3 ol "how dry 1 am" are reverber- 
:rlrr~g tl~rrrugh Lhe West, bu( uoiudy Is Laugh- 

'l'tte nlcrui\tiiins tire dry and so are Ule val- 
ley> 

c 'd l~ to~~i ! .~  15 in 11 s t h ~ r d  year of droqht  

I In Utah, sulvc?yors ubed lo runnily snow WUrs- 
cs In the rrlc,untrlns are wulklng an bare 1 ~ 1 4 .  
T11t.l r 1s rlo rterd ior Y I I O H ~ ~ I C W  or $kk. 

111 Molltdnd. all eyes are on the Ydlvw- 

MStrtta~~ i IS Ihe "t)r~glil spot in the prc - 
tilrt?" ac~cor.tlil~g to Phil Varnrs, of Ule $)il 

r~~elval iol~ Sercftt.e ISCS) in lhzenian. II, i311t that's not very bright. 
To thr rnst, tlrolrght was reported in Min- 

ilctcO!d ant1 North and South Dakota last year. 

I anti Iarnvrs stud there was no subnloisture fyr 
eight tee1 

In Montnnp, ~ n a r t u r c  content tlroppsd 
the l ~ s t  month pn snow courses that SCS tnee- 
Yures. 

The Bcbwrmth Mountains, have dropped 
from @ m o ~ s l u n  mlerit of about 60 yct cent 
of nornlal, f o  or\ly IBpercent of normal. 

Yellowulope Park anowwck ~6 VO p r  wit 
below normal 

The only truly brighC o p t  in the slate is 
the north end 01 th9 BJg Horn Mountelns 
where en~wlw)c)r 10 up 19 30 per ~ t t ~ t  !buy@ 
normal 

Yarnes reported that tht, La& of snow b 
the silne for most parts of 8 t ~ t e .  Br;ld@W, 
R~tleroot and Kaotwei range4 yn all down. 

Orlly ~uolulfd secriolfv @ ceqlrd Moalarla 
llbrlntdlns dra s ~ q g  w m c E  wwu 
abovc 90 per cent . 

"The cbancev 41 comln out of the We- f sent hl4htlon nm e felr y, rcmota," said 
Yarn,, (ddlng that& LSu be@. advlsbg 
f+lmers and ri)pchm M wl r d j ~ W l b  
they rean tilake for ghortages 

Ranchers, he mid, @I he udvlecd to (la1 - .a 

Clarks Fork irrigators depending on the 
Beartooth range nonnally face shortages by 
mid-.luly. 

It there ia no saow in the mountains, mld- 
July will come a lot sooner. 

Winter wheat flelds in some parts of east- 
ern Montana and near Rroadvlew may have 
~ L ~ I I  hurt by dry conditions last fall, ex rts 
gay. High winds that followed may have b wn 
much of the crop away. 

F 
Without $now cover, further damage can 

occur, and some experts @re predicting that 
farmers will be forced t o  reseed crops t o  
spring wheat. 

In Colorado, the director of the Colorado 
, Water Conservation Board predicted that 1977 
, uill be the "worst year in recorded history" 
for water supplies. 

Felir L. Sparks, made the remark at the 
19th annual meeting of the Mlesourl River Bas- 
in Commlssion 

Sparks sald imminenl drought is the most 
immediate problem confronting the 10 states 
formlng the commission, whlch includes Mon. 
tana, Wyoming, North and South Dakota, Colo- 
rado.'Minnesob, IOWA, Kamas and Missouri. 

The Colorado legislature, in a move to 
head off impending shortages, has authorized 
$190.000 to seed clouds with silver iodides over 
three mountain ranges withln that s!ate. 

rid of cows. 01. find Inole p . ~ t r ~ t .  [I )  11115ct tit.- 

kriorabon of existing grasses 
Irrigolorn wrl l  be told to grow Y I ~ L I I I  

grains, whirh require less w;ctcr than row 
crops 

Mcue efficient Use of agl I (  ~rifural wa1c.r 
will be encouraged. 

' "It looks like a poor yt:dr to krSt  rr~volvrcl 
in a new irrigation projat,  or ~rcw ~r~duulry," 
F+rnev a i d .  

' Wlnkr wheel fdm~ers nedr Jt)lddn wl111 
don't depend oa irrigatron, reportt~d Yr1d.1~ 
that t h ~ y  wrep't worried 

Snow wvcr on thclr flelds is i ib -~r~ l  ilvc 
i n c W ,  but s&nwlstura is down 

"H'hen that snow gcirs, t l l r l .~  s o n  t hc 
111ur:h lei{." wid Ken Padgett, an S(1S fleltl c:o 
ordlnotor. 

Fonnurr and mnchers who rlrlk;rle fro111 
streunls without storwe, are Iat,rng sttrrl.lrrz 
problem unlew,new 6llOW full> 111 the r~ruurl 
Coins. or spring ralnv clunge the plr;ure 

(More on Ibrought, Page 1QA) 

In Cheyenne, Wyo.. resrdrots ale be111g 
advised to use less water as the year progress- 
es. 
,2 .Tld cause of Ule West's problems La the 
same a# the a w e  of the East's where heavy 

, Sn0~fPtl and blting cold weather has plagued 
reridenp. 

Dr. Stephen Schqeider of the National 
Center for Atmospheric k c a r c h  in Bwlder, 
abkj, nays that upper-level d n d s  that changed 
course arc respqnrlbb for mother troubles 
b e t  and West. 

Tbe wind!, ha mid, brought warm alr to 
Alaska, and pushed Great Plains snowfall and 
wid weather eastward. 

E;nergy md water &s will be the major 
topics of J Pacific Northwest Re@onaI Com- 
mls%ion meetlng M~rch I in Portland, to whlcl~ 
Gnv. Tom Jupge has been lnvtted. 

@me agriculture leaders in Oregon plan 
to let flelds Me fallow in 1On If the wale1 plc- 
ture docrrn't brighten. . 

An aide to Oregon's Cov. Bob Straub may 
have best rummarlzed the positron of tlre 
Western states. 

"We are in trouble, very serious trouble " 
sard Ken Fobes. SCraub's ndrninistratlve assist 
ant "The qu stion is how soon will we get 
rain lor inow! and how bad 1s the financial 
chnch golng to be?" 



I 
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e erior fo Montana: 
t i 'CU t water, ower use' 

From Gazette News Servlew 

! WASHINGTON - -  lnlerior Secretary Cecll 
I Atltlrlrs has ulled u p n  residents of Montana 

I and other northweslern stales to reduce water 
;IIIII eleotllclty usc t)y 10 per cent in an effort 
lo case drought c.ondrtions in the norillwest. 

Andrus said if volulltary efforts to ease 

I tile drought in the t3acitic Northwest don't 
wot k, "there will h IIO alternative but to insti- 
! ~rtc mil tldatory ~neasures." 

Other states called upon to rnake rcdur- 
IS wrrt2 W;islrir~gtorr, Oregon, a ~ ~ t l  Idaho. Bm Because 90 per c r r~ t  of the region's power 

r:, ger~erated hytfroelectrirally, officials hope to 
s;rvtl on waler by using less elcqtricity. 

I Andrus said he has irrstructed the Bonne- 
vrlle Power Admir~istratlo~~, the Bureau of He- 
c,lanlation and ntlrer ltitrrior Department agen 
cces tu cooperatt? i r r  the conservation program. 

I 
'Phe sccrelary also sent telegrams to gov- 

c.r .rurs in  the Northwest supportii~g a com- 
bitred comervation efforl by the Norttiwest 
i'irwet Ilool. 

Northwest n~ountaln pnowpacka range 
from 0 to 10 per cent af narmal amounts, he 
said. Even if there were normal snowfall and 
rainfall through July, there will rtill be mewe 
shortages, much worse t h p  In 1D73, the loet 
year of drought, he aald. 

Andrus sald one reservoir that normally 
had a depth of 120 feet now w$$ running at 
a b u t  20 feet. 

"If volunhry cutbacks do not b r l n ~  sav- 
ings." Andrui said, "there will be no alterno- 
tive but to institute mandatory measures to re- 
duce usage " 

l ie did not elaborate. 
Meanwhile, the Agriculture Department 

reported there is "a very high degree of cvr- 
tainty" that drought in California, WasNngton 
and Oregon will continue for at levst the next 
nine months, ~ncreasing Ulr hklihood of higher 
costs for fresh produce at the nation's check- 
out counters. 

The combination of drought in the CqU- 
lornia and frostdestroyed winter fruit and ve#- 

leva produce golng lo market llrw bprlng. 
An Oakland. Calif., television station re-. 

porttd recently that waler levels rrr C~liforrlla 
mowing arws have dropped 75 per cent and 
farmers required are reduc~ng their planted 
ucrwgcu proyortionnlly. 

I h e  USDA weekly crop weather reprt ,  
releasted Tuesdvy, said there ccruld h '(ex- 
tremely serious" water shorlirges for utban 
reelde~~lv na well as farmers 

"Marin County in the Sarr Francisco drea 
has already adopted strict reguldtlons on using 
water," the report sald "'l'h~s will t ~ e  very 
comrrron before the summer of 1977 IS over " 

Agriculture Departnrel~t spectalrstu said 
their forecast (rl nine nlore months of dro~ight 
wu baved on ertunales of how fat. pret-rpita. 
tion had lullen below norrual In Colrlornra. 
Washir~gton and Oregon th~ough the tirst d 
February. 

These r s t ~ m ~ t e s  were c o n ~ ~ r e d  wrth h 
storical records SIMJHI~ the likelihood of in). 
provetent during February, March and Aprll 
-9 the iClnal month3 of the normal we.stern 

etaye wps in Florida will 
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Yellowstone won't run dry  
By VLYNN J. E1.1. 

Of 'l'he G~lselte Stslft 

'fhrr future of the Yrll~wstonr l i i v t !~ .  

is Il)okrrrg tlcblter 
It should still be a river in 2020, with 

plelxty 01 water only "blightly" diminished 
in  qualify. 

01ilp a short tilrie ago it was feared 
that uscrs wero applyrng for more water 
than the rivcr cdrried. 

Panic. fired the cries of environnien- 
tallski, fjsl~er~iien, farmen and ranchers. 

ltobcrt Madscn, study manager of the 
Yellowstone Basin and Adjacent Coal 
Field Area I.eve1 B Study, wants to re- 
piace emutional algurncnt with technical 
i~nalysis. 

Madsell is one v t w  into a $2.4 riullion 
fedcral-sute funded study on availabil~ty 
(,I wr;jter in the Yellowstone Basin for en- 
ergy and a~(rioultural use 

Iic said Wednestlay the report for the 
I\jIissouri Iliver Bqsin Comn~ission slrould 

b o u t  by next August. 
A perk into the future, minus specula- 

t l ~ ~ r l  and en~otionalkqi, looks a lot diifer- 

A new, $2.4 million 
studywillfind , 

far less water 
needed far energy 
and agriculture 

ent t l l ~n  it d ~ d  beforr, 11e said. 
The Yell~wstone River flows about 

8 8 million acre-feet (maf) annually, and 
when coal development was first being in- 
vestigated, it was estimated that energy 
related water uses would arnouqt tp 1.8 
million acre-feet. I 

I3ut Madsen said his study rndicittes 
that total energy water needs ("ueder the 
niost extensrve development") hr the Yel- 
lowstone Basin and Western North Dako- 
ta will ainount to no more thtln 560,W 
acre-feet. 

'fhat ~ncludes gasification, coal-fue 
geperat~rs. and slurry pipelines, he said. 

The study ejtimatei, that agjcu2(urgl 

irri~:irlion il l  Moqlai\a ant1 W y u ~ l r ~ r ~ j :  will 
~cquire a rnaxirnun~ of 450,000 acre-fcet 
itnd total use including i~~~nicil) . iI  wrll be 
l . 5  lt~illion at-re-feel. 

Fur toin arison, it11 ea~-l~cr slti t ly i ~ t l i -  
cated that t Y le Crow Indisfr t.exrvatrori 
alone yould use 2 l~iill~on acre-lectt. 

in ano48er study, the B~rreiru of HI:- 
ciamation last year estirnnted that 1 mil- 
lion acre-feet would be nc:ed~d 111 Mort- 
,bne by the year Wad for energy and irri- 
gation. 

The Montana L)epartrl~vnt ut I\l;,tural 
Resources a t  that time wanled to rescrve 
7 million acre-fcet /n the Yellowslunca ior 
fish. I 

How can Madselr's figures Lw so dif. 
fersnt f r ~ ~ n  those earl~er I ~ s ~ u I I ; ~ ~ ' !  

Basically it's tr question . ~ f  how 1nuc.h 
development is econum~c,rliy feasible. In 
Madsen's view, tinny carlrcr sludies pro- 
jected, lnorp developnicrrl than tile land 
q~ld the economy ~oulij  c.onceivably sup- 
pod. 

Water quality, ~ ~ n d e r  Ilrr* rriosl exlen- 

Water 
sive energy develop~nent ever projected 
for FJrt Union coal deposits in the North- 
ern Great Plains Program study, would 
diminish only slightly, Madsen sald. 

U projects are scaled to what is eco- 
nonikally feasible under Ma4sen's study, 
the elfect on water should be even less. 

Madsen is also looking at deterlwg 
tion of water from agricultural use. 

And transportation of coql la aSgp 
being studied. 

Wadgen s e a  a railroad bottleneck 
derneds increase on 100-car unit traim. 

Alternatives to stepped-up coal move- 
ment a re  single or double automated 
tracks arld sluny pipelines 

But Montana and Wyornin have al- l' ready turned thumbs down on s urry pipe- 
lines: which would use state water mlxed 
with'crushed coal to move the mixture to 
a power generating source. 

"Restricting slurry forces North Do- 
kota development," Madsen said; half of 
all the coal conversion w~ll  be done in 
Narth Dakota f Montana and Wyomlq 
don't change their positiw. Madsen &Id. 

But North Dakota Gov. Adhln vdr 

has said hrs state won't accept UIilt nwcn 
s of Ule burden @Ions, Madsen Jald. 

The befit way to trqnspott energy ap- 
pears to be by electric Lnes from coal- 
fired generators, Madren 

A#rieultura a h  11 l g &  by wlrst IS 
economically feasible ' 

EPtimalep ra e &am 60,000 acres of 'd rfvw-irrigatal Ian by j ~ I v q t 0  qoney to a 
maximym of 9W,W acm UQer tho b t  
econotnir c2onWop;r baa4 by govern- 
mwt flnanclng. * 

The study involves envirosmankl 
c q n w ,  t u ~ .  Wilderness, wUd qnd scenic 
r l v rn ,  fish and wlldllfe srpL811 belqe 
webbed, Madqw aald. 

3be major question berng uked IS: 
''Will the water supply be adequate In 
quantity and uahty to meet the forecast- 
ed d q a n d s  w b le metrntviriing the quality 
of llfe @ s ~ h l  well-being of all the peo- 
ple?'' 

M a k n  wys he doesn't want to prcju- 
a c e  hh N n g s ,  but r t  appears that an 
appraisql ~ i U w p t  emotion based on techn- 
icql analyub bq "yes " 






