
MINUTES O F  THE MEETING 
SENATE STATE ADMINISTRATION COMMITTEE 

FEBRUARY 16 ,  1977 

T h e  meeting was c a l l e d  t o  o r d e r  by Sena tor  Towe, Chairman, a t  11: 00 a.m. 
i n  Room 410 of t h e  C a p i t o l  Bui ld ing .  Committee members p r e s e n t  were 
Sena to r s  Towe, S t o r y ,  Brown, Rasmussen, Blaylock,  J e rgeson ,  Devine, and 
Roskie. 

The fo l lowing  b i l l s  w e r e  d i s cus sed :  SB 395 
SB 286 
SB 314 
SJR 1 0  
SJR 12 
SB 4 0 3  

SENATE B I L L  3 9 5  

Senator  Mehrens, D i s t r i c t  4 5 ,  sponsor of  t h e  b i l l ,  exp la ined  t h e  purpose 
of t h e  b i l l  i s  t o  re imburse  patrolmen f o r  expenses  i ncu r r ed  i n  answering 
a subpoena. H e  s t a t e d  t h a t  a t  p r e s e n t  t hey  have t o  use  t h e i r  own t ime 
o r  v a c a t i o n  t i m e  t o  appear  and t h i s  s h o u l d n ' t  happen. 

I 
PROPONENTS 

Capta in  Tooley, Montana Highway P a t r o l ,  s t a t e d  h i s  suppor t  of t h e  b i l l .  

Tom Schne ider ,  Montana P u b l i c  Employees Associakion,  urged suppor t  o f  
t h e  b i l l  on beha l f  of  t h e  Highway Patrolmen. 

There being no f u r t h e r  proponents  o r  opponents t o  t h e  b i l l ,  t h e  hea r ing  
was c l o s e d .  

Sena tor  Devine moved t o  amend t h e  b i l l  on p a g e 1 , l i n e  17 and a  
cor responding  amendment i n  t h e  t i t l e  of t h e  b i l l  ( s e e  amendments on 
t h e  a t t a c h e d  committee r e p o r t ) .  THE MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 

Sena tor  Brown moved Sena te  B i l l  395 DO P a s s  A s  Amended. THE MOTION 
CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 

SENATE B I L L  286 

Sena tor  Thiessen ,  D i s t r i c t  2 7 ,  sponsor  of  t h e  b i l l ,  s t a t e d  t h e  purpose 
of t h e  b i l l  i s  t o  s t r i k e  t h e  o f f i c e  of  s ta te  t r e a s u r e r  from t h e  codes  
a s  it has  been e l i m i n a t e d  due t o  t h e  new c o n s t i t u t i o n  and r e o r g a n i z a t i o n .  

PROPONENTS 

Jack  Crosse r ,  D i r e c t o r  of t h e  Department of ~ d m i n i s t r a t i o n ,  s t a t e d  
he suppor ted  t h e  b i l l .  

J o  Ann Woodgerd, S e c r e t a r y  of  S t a t e ' s  O f f i c e ,  s t a t e d  some clean-up 
amendments should  be made e i t h e r  i n  committee or  through t h e  r e c o d i f i -  
c a t i o n  p roces s .  



Pdye 2 
M i n u t e s  
Peb. 1 6 ,  1 9 7 7  

There  b e i n g  no f u r t h e r  p r o p o n e n t s  o r  opponen t s ,  t h e  h e a r i n g  was c l o s e d .  

SENATE B I L L  314 

S e n a t o r  Hager,  D i s t r i c t  30,  sponsor  of  t h e  b i l l ,  s t a t e d  t h e  purpose  of 
t h e  b i l l  i s  t o  change t h e  method o f  f i l l i n g  v a c a n c i e s  on t h e  Env i ronmenta l  
Q u a l i t y  C o u n c i l .  T h i s  would revert  t o  t h e  o r i g i n a l  concep t  and he f e l t  
t h i s  w a s  t h e  b e s t  w a y , t o  h a n d l e  t h e  s i t u a t i o n .  

There  b e i n g  no p r o p o n e n t s  or  opponen t s ,  t h e  h e a r i n g  w a s  c l o s e d .  

S e n a t o r  S t o r y  moved S e n a t e  B i l l  3 1 4  Do P a s s .  THE MOTION C A R R I E D  
UNANIMOUSLY. 

SENATE J O I N T  #SOLUTION 1 0  

S e n a t o r  Regan, D i s t r i c t  31, s p o n s o r  o f  t h e  r e s o l u t i o n ,  s t a t e d  t h e  
purpose  o f  t h e  r e s o l u t i o n  i s  t o  c a l l  on Congress  t o  a b o l i s h  t h e  
e l e c t o r a l  c o l l e g e  and p r o v i d e  f o r  t h e  d i r e c t  e l e c t i o n  of t h e  P r e s i d e n t .  
She  s t a t e d  s h e  hoped t o  g e t  o t h e r  s t a t e s  t o  p a s s  t h e  same r e s o l u t i o n  
and eventua1l .y  accompl i sh  t h e  i n t e n t  of  t h e  b i l l .  She no ted  t h e  
e l e c t o r a l  c o l l e g e  is  o b s o l e t e  and n o t  f u n c t i o n a l  f o r  today .  The c u r r e n t  
system d i s e n f r a n c h i s e s  t h e  v o t e r  a t  p r e s e n t  and would p r o b a b l y  b e  
d e c l a r e d  u n c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  i f  c h a l l e n g e d .  A c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  cr is is  h a s  
v e r y  n e a r l y  o c c u r r e d  i n  some e l e c t i o n s  and p r o b a b l y  w i l l  o c c u r  b e f o r e  
l o n g  . 
The Uni ted  S t a t e s  d i d  n o t  have  d i r e c t  e l e c t i o n  o f  S e n a t o r s  b e f o r e  1912 
and Montana p l a y e d  a s u b s t a n t i a l  p a r t  i n  chang ing  t h a t .  

The two p a r t y  sys tem i s  weakened by t h e  e l e c t o r a l  c o l l e g e  c o n c e p t  when 
a  l a r g e  m a j o r i t y  i n  o n e  area i s  o n e  p a r t y  or t h e  o t h e r .  The d i rec t  
vote c o n c e p t  would change and  s t r e n g t h e n  t h e  two party c o n c e p t  and each 
v o t e  would c o u n t .  

PROPONENTS 

Joy Bruck,  League of Women V o t e r s ,  p r e s e n t e d  h e r  w r i t t e n  s t a t e m e n t  
t o  t h e  commit tee  ( a t t a c h e d  #1) . 
T h e r e  b e i n g  no f u r t h e r  p r o p o n e n t s  and no opponen t s ,  t h e  h e a r i n g  w a s  
c l o s e d .  

Senator J e r q e s o n  moved t o  amend page 1, l i n e s  23 th rough  l i n e  3 on 
age  2 by s t r i k i n q  t h o s e  l i n e s  and i n s e r t i n g  "Whereas t h e  e l e c t o r a i  

E o l l e g e  - sys tem i s  i n  v i o l a t i o n  o f  t h e  one  man-one v o t e  sys tem;  a n d " .  
THE MOTION CARRIED W I T H  SENATORS ROSKIE AND BROWN VOTING NO AND 
SENATOR DEVINE ABSENT. 

Senator  J e r g e s o n  moved SJR 10 Be Adopted A s  Amended. THE MOTION 
CARRIED WITH SENATOR BROWN, STORY AND ROSKING VOTING NO AND SENATOR 



Page  3 
Minutes 
February  1 6 ,  1977 

SENATE J O I N T  RESOLUTION 12  

Sena to r  Rasmussen, D i s t r i c t  16 ,  sponsor  of t h e  r e s o l u t i o n ,  s t a t e d  t h e  
purpose  of t h e  r e s o l u t i o n  i s  t o  compi le  l and  u s e  d a t a  y e a r l y .  
H e  s t a t e d  h i s  proposed amendments would lower t h e  c o s t  t o  approx imate ly  
$30,000.  

PROPONENTS 

Richard Burke, Act ing ~ i r e c t o r  of t h e  Environmenta l  Q u a l i t y  Counc i l ,  
s t a t e d  t h i s  would h e l p  i n  de t e rmin ing  what i s  on  hand a t  p r e s e n t  
and where d u p l i c a t i o n  e x i s t s .  

T h e r e  be ing  no f u r t h e r  p roponen ts  and no opponents ,  t h e  h e a r i n g  was 
c l o s e d .  

S e n a t o r  S t o r y  exp re s sed  a  concern  ove r  p o s s i b l e  misuse  of t h e  i n fo rma t ion .  

S e n a t o r  Towe asked who would compi le  t h e  r e p o r t  and M r .  Burke s t a t e d  
it d i d n ' t  make any  d i f f e r e n c e  b u t  shou ld  be  w r i t t e n  i n t o  t h e  b i l l .  

S e n a t o r  Roskie asked  i f  t h e  b i l l  w a s  submi t ted  a t  t h e  d i r e c t  r e q u e s t  
o f  t h e  E .Q.C .  S e n a t o r  Rasmussen answered yes .  

SENATE BILL 403 

Sena to r  T'urnage, D i s t r i c t  13 ,  sponsor  o f  t h e  b i l l ,  s t a t e d  t h e  purpose  
o f  t h e  h i l l  c l a r i f y  and c l e a n  up t h e  p e t i t i o n  and i n i t i a t i v e  p r o c e s s  
language i n  t h e  codes .  

PROPONENTS 

J o  Ann Woodgerd, S e c r e t a r y  o f  S t a t e ' s  O f f i c e ,  s t a t e d  t h e  b i l l  was 
i n t r o d u c e d  a t  t h e  r e q u e s t  of  t h a t  o f f i c e  and i s  more s u b s t a n t i v e  t h a n  
a r e c o d i f i c a t i o n  b i l l .  She reviewed t h e  changes  proposed by t h e  b i l l  
f o r  t h e  committee.  

Margare t  Davis ,  League o f  Women Vo te r s ,  s t a t e d  h e r  suppo r t  of  t h e  b i l l .  

T h e r e  be ing  no f u r t h e r  p roponen ts  and no opponents ,  t h e  h e a r i n g  was 
c l o s e d .  

There b e i n g  no f u r t h e r  b u s i n e s s ,  t h e  mee t ing  adjourned t o  reconvene 
upon adjournment  of t h e  Sena t e ,  February  16.  

zm z , k  
Thomas E.  Towe, Chairman 
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STANDING COMMITTEE REPORT 

Fcbbrdary 1G '1 7 ................................................................ i !j . . .  

M H .  ........ !?F . s s~~$ .G ,~  ............................. 

State Administration ................................................................................................................................................ me, your committee on 

senate .................................................................................................................. ..... havlrlg had under consideration Bill No.  ..314 

Senate 314 ................. ........................................................................................................... Respectfully report as follows: That Rill NO. 

DO PASS 

.................................................................................................... 
Chairman. 

5 T A I  E PUB.  C O .  
Helena. Mont. 



LEABtJE 01"' WOMEN VOTERS OF MONTANA 

B 1100 AVENUE 8 ,  N.W., G ~ E A T  FALLS, MONTANA 5 9 4 0 4  

SJR 10 Direct Election of  tbs Pxesidenf 

The Leagua of Women Voters has supported the d i r e c t  e l e c t i o n  of the President 
for  about aevan years, The direat  popular vote method i e  eosantial to 
repreeentative government, and with the low public confidence in  governneat, 

we believe the one pereon, one vote method may help in restoring citizen's 
f a i t h  in government. We alao  believe that d i r e c t  popular s l e a t i o n e  could 
bosat voter part i c ipat ion  Nbscaues each perronts v o t e  would have the same 

weight aa every other pereon's vote."  With the preesnt syeten, the voters 
of larger states have advantage@ over votera i a  medium and exmller stateca, 

Therefore, we urge your support of SJR 10. 



STANDING COMMITTEE REPORT 
( ,  

HerlKCttull r e p o r t  as follows: That ...... S.*.~S. ~...J~~K).$...W.~.C!AP%.~ ............................... Bill NO. ha#. ....... 
iottoducad bilL,  be aaonded am f o l l m :  

1. Axend page 1, lines 23 through l i n e  3 on page 2. 
P o P l o w h g :  Lid6 22 

- 

Scrikc: lines 23 through line 1 on page 2 in their ontiraty 
Snscrt: 'HiEBE~, the al.ctor.1 College @y@ta~ i6 Ln violation of tile 
one man - one vote system; andg. 

5 I / \TE PIJB. CO. 
Helena, Mont. 



l~1ClJHi2!iENT I N G  WHOM? , 

A P P E A R I N G  OLJ WHICH PROPOSAL: 5& 

DO YOU: SUPPORT? OPPOSE? 




