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The S e n a t e  Rules  Committee m e t  on F e b r u a r y  1 5 ,  1977 i n  room 331 

o f  t h e  c a p i t o l .  S e n a t o r  S t e p h e n s  c a l l e d  t h e  m e e t i n g  t o  o r d e r  a t  4 : 4 0  p . m ,  

P r e s e n t  w e r e  S e n a t o r s  McOmber, Mathers ,  Murphy, S t e p h e n s  and Turnage.  

A r r i v i n g  a f t e r  r o l l  c a l l  w e r e  S e n a t o r s  R o b e r t s  and T h i e s s e n .  Absent  

w a s  S e n a t o r  Hazelbaker .  A l s o  p r e s e n t  were Nancy Aagenes and S e n a t o r  

P a t  Regan. The m i n u t e s  o f  t h e  February  1st m e e t i n g  w e r e  approved.  

S e n a t o r  S tephens  s t a t e d  t h a t  s i n c e  t h e r e  was so much i n t e r e s t  i n  

SJR 13c h e  was g o i n g  t o  open t h e  mee t ing  up f o r  a d d i t i o n a l  t e s t i m o n y  
, 

o n  t h e  r e s o l u t i o n ,  even  though it had been h e a r d  b e f o r e .  

The f o l l o w i n g  p e o p l e  t e s t i f i e d  i n  f a v o r  of  t h e  r e s o l u t i o n ;  

Bob R i c e ,  Helena;  M r .  Mike F o l e y ,  Helena; Susan G e t z ,  He lena ;  DougPas 

Ge tz ,  Helena;  and Alex Ghekowski, E a s t  Relena .  A f t e r  t h e i r  t e s t i m o n y ,  

which i s  a t t a c h e d  t o  t h e s e  m i n u t e s ,  t h e  t e s t i f y e r s  l e f t  t h e  mee t ing .  

S e n a t o r  T h i e s s e n  t h e n  a s k e d  why t h e  commit tee  was a s k e d  t o  d e l a y  

a c t i o n  on  t h i s  r e s o l u t i o n .  S e n a t o r  Murphy answered t h a t  Rep. Fabrega  

i s  from t h e  Panama a r e a  and f e l t  t h a t  if a n y t h i n g  l i k e  t h i s  was done 

it would p l a y  r i g h t  i n t o  t h e 9 d i c t a t o r f s  hands.  
I 

S e n a t o r  S t e p h e n s  s t a t e d  t h a t  he  f e l t  some a c t i o n  s h o u l d  b e  t a k e n .  

S e n a t o r  R o b e r t s  s u g g e s t e d  t h a t  t h e  a c t i o n  t o  l a y  it on  t h e  t a b l e  i n  

commit tee  was a l l  t h a t  w a s  needed. S e n a t o r  Turnage  s a i d  he  f e l t  it was 

a n  i n o p p o r t u n e  t i m e  f o r  t h i s  r e s o l u t i o n ,  he  s t a t e d  t h a t  s e c t i o n s  o f  

t h e  r e s o l u t i o n  c o u l d  b e  c o n s t r u e d  a s  a  d e c l a r a t i o n  o f  war .  

S e n a t o r  McOmber a s k e d  if t h i s  r e s o l u t i o n  s h o u l d  b e  l e f t  i n  t h e  

committee.  H e  wanted t o  know how t h e  s t a t e  d e p a r t m e n t  would f e e l  

a b o u t  t h i s .  S e n a t o r  Turnage  s u g g e s t e d  t h a t  Rep. F a b r e g a  b e  i n v i t e d  

t o  t a l k  t o  t h e  committee.  
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a 

s e n a t o r  McOmber t h e n  moved t o  p a s s  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  o f  S J R  1 3  u n t i l  

t h e  commit tee  would have more i n f o r m a t i o n  a b o u t  it. A d i s c u s s i o n  

fo l lowed .  S e n a t o r  Murphy t h e n  seconded t h e  mot ion  and a v o t e  w a s  

t aken .  V o t i n g  y e s  w e r e  S e n a t o r s  McOmber, Mathers ,  Murphy, R o b e r t s  

and Turnage.  Vot ing  no w e r e  S e n a t o r s  S t e p h e n s  and T h i e s s e n .  The mot ion  

c a r r i e d .  

The d i s c u s s i o n  t h e n  t u r n e d  t o  t h e  p r o c e d u r e  needed f o r  someone t o  

g e t  t h e  r e s o l u t i o n  o u t  of committee and on t h e  f l o o r .  

S e n a t o r  S t e p h e n s  a g a i n  s t a t e d  t h a t  h e  f e l t  t h e  commit tee  s h o u l d  do 

something w i t h  t h e  r e s o l u t i o n  and n o t  l e t  i t  s t a y  i n  committee, H e  

s u g g e s t e d  t h a t  a  r e p o r t  b e  p r e p a r e d  t e l l i n g  t h e  members wha t  t h e  

problem i s  f o r  t h e  committee.  S e n a t o r  Turnage s a i d  h e  f e l t  t h a t - t h e  

committee was o p e r a t i n g  i n  i g n o r a n c e .  A f t e r  some more d i s c u s s i o n ,  t h e  

committee d e c i d e d  t h a t  S e n a t o r  S t e p h e n s  s h o u l d  p r e p a r e  a s t a t e m e n t  t o  

be r e a d  on t h e  f l o o r  e x p l a i n i n g  t h e  a c t i o n  t a k e n  by t h e  committee and 

why t h e  commit tee  f e l t  t h e y  h'ad t o  t a k e  this a c t i o n .  

S e n a t o r  McOmber t h e n  t u r n e d  t h e  d i s c u s s i o n  t o  a  problem o f  a  member 

of  t h e  S e n a t e  hav ing  a  c o n f l i c t  o f  i n t e r e s t  upon a m a t t e r  on which  he  

i s  v o t i n g .  S e n a t o r  Turnage quo ted  s e c t i o n  5 2 2  of  Masons L e g i s l a t i v e  

Manual: (1) " I t  i s  a  g e n e r a l  r u l e  t h a t  no one  c a n  v o t e  on  a  q u e s t i o n  . 

i n  which h e  h a s  a  d i r e c t  p e r s o n a l  o r  p e c u n i a r y  i n t e r e s t .  The r i g h t  o f  

a  member t o  r e p r e s e n t  h i s  c o n s t i t u e n c y ,  however,  i s  o f  s u c h  major  

impor tance  t h a t  a  member shou ld  b e  b a r r e d  from v o t i n g  on m a t t e r s  o f  

d i r e c t .  p e r s o n a l  i n t e r e s t  o n l y  i n  c l e a r  c a s e s  and when t h e  m a t t e r  i s  
t 

p a r t i c u l a r l y  p e r s o n a l . "  
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~ n ' f u r t h e r  d i s c u s s i o n ,  t h e  r u l e s  committee e l a b o r a t e d ,  u s i n g  t h e  

example of  t h e  s a l e  of a  p i e c e  of  l and  t h a t  was o f f e r e d  f o r  s a l e .  I f  

t h e r e  were a b i l l  b e f o r e  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  t o  buy a  s p e c i a l l y  des igna t ed  

p i e c e  of  l a n d  and a  member o f  t h e  Sena te  owned t h a t  d e s i g n a t e d  p i e c e  of 

l and ,  he  o r  s h e  could n o t  v o t e  on t h a t  b i l l .  I f ,  however, t h e  l e g i s -  

l a t u r e  had b e f o r e  it a b i l l  t o  buy any p i e c e  of l a n d ,  a  Sena to r  w i t h  

a p a r t i c u l a r  p i e c e  o f  l a n d  f o r  s a l e  would n o t  have a c o n f l i c t  of  

i n t e r e s t .  

S e c t i o n  522 ( 3 )  was a l s o  r ead .  " 3 .  A member may n o t  v o t e  t o  

g i v e  money or any d i r e c t  f i n a n c i a l  b e n e f i t  t o  h imse l f .  A member may 

n o t  v o t e  t o  award a  c o n t r a c t  t o  h imse l f ,  o r  renew a  n o t e  i n  h i s  f a v o r ,  

o r  v o t e  a s a l a r y  t o  himself  as  an o f f i c e r ;  b u t  may v o t e  t o  approve a 

c o n t r a c t  between a  c i t y  and a  c o r p o r a t i o n  of  which he i s  an. employee 

where t h e r e  i s  no d i r e c t  f i n a n c i a l  b e n e f i t  t o  h imse l f . "  

Sena to r  McOmber t hen  brought  up t h e  m a t t e r  o f  f l o o r  p r i v i l e g e s  when 

t h e  lobby r u l e  i s  i n  e f f e c t . " H i s  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  has  been t h a t  i f  a 

Sena to r  r e q u e s t s  a  person  t o  be on t h e  f l o o r ,  it would he  al lowed 

b e f o r e  t h e  s e s s i o n  a c t u a l l y  begins .  The  r u l e s  comrni.ttee agreed  

w i t h  Sena to r  McOmberts i n t e r p r e t a t i o n .  

S e n a t o r  McOmber a l s o  brought  t o  t h e  committee a r e q u e s t  by 

Sena to r  Healy f o r  a  p r e s e n t a t i o n  on March 1 7 t h  on t h e  Sena te  f l o o r  by 

a n a t i v e  of  I r e l a n d .  The r u l e s  committee agreed  t o  a l l o w  t e n  

minutes  du r ing  s e s s i o n  f o r  t h i s  p r e s e n t a t i o n .  

Having no f u r t h e r  b u s i n e s s ,  t h e  committee ad journed  a t  5:15 p.m. 

(ove r )  



R e s p e c t f u l l y  s u b m i t t e d ,  

Jo Ann F,  Owens, S e c r e t a r y  

3/ - c 3  
Date approved Senator S t a n  S t e p h e n s ,  chaiwrnan . I .  




