
MINUTES OF THE MEETING 
NATURAL RESOURCES 

MONTANA STATE SENATE 

F e b r u a r y  1 5 ,  1977  

'l'ht! s i x t e e n t h  m e e t i n g  o f  t h e  N a t u r a l  R e s o u r c e s  C o m m i t t e e  was c a l l e d  
t o  o r d e r  by  S e n a t o r  George R o s k i e ,  Vice-Chairman,  a t  9:30 a .  m .  o n  t h e  
above  d a t e  i n  R o o m  405 o f  t h e  S t a t e  C a p i t o l  S u i l d i n g .  

ROLL CALL: Upon r o l l  c a l l  a l l  members w e r e  p r e s e n t  e x c e p t  S e n a t o r s  
F l y n n ,  Dev ine ,  a n d  Dover.  

M r .  L a r r y  Weinberg ,  S t a f f  A t t o r n e y  o f  t h e  L e g i s l a t i v e  C o u n c i l ,  
was a l s o  p r e s e n t .  

CONSIDERATION OF SJR 21: A J o i n t  R e s o l u t i o n  o f  t h e  S e n a t e  and  t h e  
House of R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  o f  t h e  S t a t e  o f  Montana r e q u e s t i n g  t h e  U .  S .  
F o r e s t  S e r v i c e ,  Depar tment  of  A g r i c u l t u r e  t o  i n i t i a t e  a  s t u d y  o f  t h e  
K o o t e n a i  and  Yaak R i v e r s  f o r  d e s i g n a t i o n  a s  w i l d  a n d  s c e n i c  r i v e r s .  

S e n a t o r  J o e  R o b e r t s ,  r e p r e s e n t i n g  D i s t r i c t  11, and  S p o n s o r  o f  
SJR 21 ,  s t a t e d  t h a t  SJR 21  d e a l s  w i t h  a  p r o p o s e d  dam a t  t h e  K o o t e n a i  
F a l l s  a r e a  o n  t h e  K o o t e n a i  R i v e r  which  i s  s i t u a t e d  be tween  Troy  and  
L ibby .  ( P i c t u r e  o f  Area  d i s p l a y e d  f o r  Commit tee  Members.)  Amended 
SJR 21 w a s  p a s s e d  o u t  t o  t h e  C o m m i t t e e  Members. (See  A t t a c h m e n t  #1.) 

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  A r t h u r  S h e l d e n ,  f rom D i s t r i c t  2 2 ,  s t a t e d  t h a t  he  
h a s  l i v e d  i n  t h i s  a r e a  s i n c e  1934 .  I t h i n k  I am p r e t t y  f a m i l i a r  with 
i t .  I b e l i e v e  t h a t  a  f a i r l y  s u b s t a n t i a l  m a j o r i t y  o f  p e o p l e  i n  my 
d i s t r i c t  would s u p p o r t  t h i s  R e s o l u t i o n .  I t h i n k  w e  s h o u l d  s e r i o u s l y  
c o n s i d e r  k e e p i n g  t h e  v a l u e  o f  K o o t e n a i  F a l l s .  K o o t e n a i  F a l l s  i s  t h e  
l a s t  m a j o r  w a t e r f a l l  i n  Montana.  I t  i s  a n  i m p o r t a n t  p a r t  o f  a  l a r g e  
r e c r e a t i o n a l  a r e a  t h a t  a t t r a c t s  t h o u s a n d s  o f  v a c a t i o n e r s .  

M r .  S t u a r t  W.  Swenson, Rea l  E s t a t e  Broke r  and  Deve lope r  from 
L ibby ,  Montana,  s a i d  t h a t  t h i s  p r o j e c t  w i l l  h ave  a l o n g  t e r m  a d v e r s e  
e f f e c t  on  t h e  economy. Tour i sm w i l l  b e  o u r  number o n e  l o s s  i f  w e  lost:  
K o o t e n a i  F a l l s .  The a r e a  d i r e c t l y  above  t h e  F a l l s  i s  p r ime  f i s h i n g  
area. I t  p r o v i d e s  a c c e s s  f o r  t o u r i s m .  I f e e l  i t  i s  a  number o n e  
r e s o u r c e  f o r  t h e  f u t u r e .  (See  At t achmen t  # 2 .  ) 

M r .  E .  B. P h i l l i p s ,  a n  i n d i v i d u a . 1  a p p e a r i n g  o n  h i s  own b e h a l f ,  
s t d t e d  t h a t  h e  o p p o s e s  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  a dan  a t  K o o t e n a i  F a l l s .  I 
would p r o p o s e  t h a t  t h e  K o o t e n a i  River b e  c l a s s i f i e d  a s  a r e c r e a t i o n a l  
r i v e r  f rom t h e  p r o p o s e d  r e r e g u l a t i n g  dam s i t e  t o  t h e  I d a h o  S t a t e  L i n e .  
(See  A t t a c h m e n t  #3 .  ) 

M r .  Joe R.  C l i n e ,  a  r e s i d e n t  o f  Libby ?n?. r e p r e s e n t i n g  h i m s e l f ,  
s t d t e d  t h a t  h e  w a s  a p p e a r i n g  t o  oppose  t h e  ,.dm i n  K o o t e n a i  F a l l s  o r  



anywhe~-e e lse.  W e  have l o s t  n i n e t y  m i l e s  o f  f r e e  f l o w i n g  r i v e r  t o  t h e  
Lihby Dam, and a r e  a b o u t  t o  l o s e  s e v e n  m i l e s  more t o  t h e  R e r e g u l a t i n g  
Ilam. (See At tachment  # 4 .  ) 

M r .  Henry Newhouse, P r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  Libby Rod and Gun Club,  s t a t e d  
t h a t  t h e  Club w i t h  a  membership o f  1 5 0  h a s  been  on r e c o r d  a s  opposing 
t h e  Kootenai  F a l l s  development  from i t s  i n c e p t i o n .  (See At tachment  # 5 . )  

M r .  Newhouse p r e s e n t e d  t o  t h e  Committee and r e a d  two l e t t e r s  from 
t h e  A u s t i n  Reedy P o s t  No. 97 - American Legion i n  Libby,  Montana, and 
t h e  Brotherhood o f  C a r p e n t e r s  and J o i n e r s  o f  America of  Libby,  Montana. 
(See At tachment  #6 .  ) 

M r .  Bob He ld ing ,  a p p e a r i n g  a s  a n  i n d i v i d u a l ,  s t a t e d  t h a t  he had 
l i v e d  i n  Libby f o r  many, many y e a r s .  H e  s a i d  h e  had s p e n t  many e n j o y a b l e  
days  i n  t h i s  a r e a  and t h i s  i s  q u i t e  a t o u r i s t  a t t r a c t i o n .  I would h a t e  
t o  see a  t o u r i s t  a t t r a c t i o n  o b l i t e r a t e d .  W e  must  p r e s e r v e  some of t h i s  
a r e a  f o r  i t s  s c e n i c  v a l u e .  I r e q u e s t  t h a t  t h i s  amended v e r s i o n  b e  adop ted .  

M r .  G e r a l d  N e i l s ,  r e p r e s e n t i n g  t h e  Montana Logging A s s o c i a t i o n ,  
s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e r e  are some marve lous  f o r e s t s  i n  t h i s  a r e a .  I n  Montana, 
f o r  t o o  l o n g  w e  have  been a l l o w i n g  p r i o r  u s e  t o  g i v e  p r i o r  r i g h t .  

A t  t h i s  t i m e  t h e  opponen t s  of  SJR 2 1  were  h e a r d .  

M r .  P a t  M c K i t t r i c k ,  r e p r e s e n t i n g  Nor the rn  L i g h t s ,  I n c . ,  s t a t e d  
t h a t  t h e  c o n c e r n s  o f  t h e  p roponen t s  a r e  p remature .  To p u t  t h i s  i n  p roper  
p r o s p e c t i v e  t h e  F e d e r a l  Power Commission h a s  g i v e n  a  f e a s i b l e  economic 
s t u d y .  The B o n n e v i l l e  Power P r o j e c t  h a s  a l r e a d y  t o l d  Nor the rn  L i g h t s  
t h a t  t h e r e  w i l l  b e  no power f o r  growth by 1983.  Our law h e r e  i n  Montana 
i s  a  model law. I t h i n k  t h i s  R e s o l u t i o n  i s  p remature  and s h o u l d  b e  
d e f e a t e d .  (See  At tachment  #7.  ) 

M r .  Wi l l i am T. Nordeen, Genera l  Manager o f  Nor the rn  L i g h t s ,  I n c . ,  
i n  Sand P o i n t ,  Idaho ,  s t a t e d  t h a t  N o r t h e r n  L i g h t s  i s  one  o f  t h e  o l d e s t  
electric c o o p e r a t i v e  u t i l i t i e s  i n  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  and i n  t h e  e a r l y  
days  was merged w i t h  t h e  S a n d e r s  County E l e c t r i c  C o o p e r a t i v e  i n  Montana. 
W e  now b r i n g  t h e  e l e c t r i c  e n e r g y  b a s e  t o  a b o u t  6 ,000 r e s i d e n t s  of L i n c o l n  
and Sanders  C o u n t i e s .  H e  s a i d ,  t h a t  i f  t h e  w e a t h e r  c o n t i n u e s  l i k e  it i s  
you h a v e n ' t  s e e n  a n y t h i n g  y e t .  Two t h i n g s  a r e  v e r y  i m p o r t a n t  i n  t h e  
energy  f i e l d ,  (1) where do  o u r  members go f o r  s u p p l y  and ( 2 )  what  does  
i t  c o s t  them. (See  At tachments  #8 and # 9 . )  

M r .  James A.  S e w e l l ,  r e p r e s e n t i n g  Nor the rn  L i g h t s ,  I n c . ,  s t a t e d  
t h a t  Nor the rn  L i g h t s ,  I n c . ,  w i l l  have  t o  d e v e l o p  a  r e c r e a t i o n  p l a n  w i t h  
t h e i r  l i c e n s e  a p p l i c a t i o n  f o r  m i t i g a t i n g  r e c r e a t i o n  w i t h i n  t h e  p r o j e c t  
a r e a .  They w i l l  c o n s u l t  w i t h  t h e  l o c a l  p e o p l e  i n  d e v e l o p i n g  t h i s  p l a n .  
T h i s  w i l l  p r o v i d e  much needed f a c i l i t i e s  a t  t h e  s i t e  and p r o v i d e  f o r  t h e  
main tenance  o f  t h e  s i t e .  (See  Attachment  #10 . )  

M r .  J o e  C r o s s w h i t e ,  r e p r e s e n t i n g  t h e  O p e r a t i n g  E n g i n e e r s  and WETA, 
r e s i d i n g  i n  Col.umbia F a l l s ,  Montana, s t a t e d  t h a t  it would be  p remature  
t o  p a s s  t h i s  R e s o l u t i o n  a t  t h i s  t i m e .  



M r .  P e t e r  J a c k s o n ,  E x e c u t i v e  D i r e c t o r  o f  WETA, s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e y  
a r e  opposed t o  SJR 21. H e  s a i d  h e  i s  a  r a n c h e r  i n  Madison v a l l e y  
and t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  a  l o t  o f  p e o p l e  f i s h i n g  two h y d r o e l e c t r i c  dams on 
t h e  Madison. 

M s .  Ted R o l l i n s ,  S u p e r i n t e n d e n t  o f  S c h o o l s  a t  Troy,  Montana, 
s t d t e d  t h a t  t h e  Kootenai  R ive r  s h o u l d  n o t  b e  c o n s i d e r e d  f o r  d e s i g n a t i o n  
a s  a  w i l d  r i v e r  s i n c e  it i s  impounded by t h e  Libby Dam and i s  b o r d e r e d  
by t h e  B u r l i n g t o n  Nor the rn  R a i l r o a d  and is s u b d i v i d e d  f o r  r e s i d e n t i a l  
use  w e s t  o f  Libby and w e s t  o f  Troy. Two le t te rs  from t h e  Troy L ions  
Club and Troy P u b l i c  Schoo l  T r u s t e e s  were r e a d .  (See At tachment  #11.) 

M r .  E a r l  Burns,  r e p r e s e n t i n g  t h e  Troy L ions  Club and t h e  Troy 
Bus iness  & P r o f e s s i o n a l  Men's Club,  s t a t e d  t h a t  h e  d i d  n o t  t h i n k  t h e  
Kootenai  and Yaak Rovers q u a l i f y  a s  w i l d  and s c e n i c  r i v e r s .  The 
Nor thern  L i g h t s  P r o j e c t  i s  v e r y  complimentary t o  t h e  whole a r e a .  

M r .  R i l e y  C h i l d e r s ,  r e p r e s e n t i n g  R u r a l  E l e c t r i c  C o o p e r a t i v e s ,  
s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e y  w e r e  i n  o p p o s i t i o n  t o  SJR 21. I t  is  e v i d e n t  from 
t h e  l anguage  i n  t h i s  measure  t h a t  t h e  i n t e n t  of such  a  R e s o l u t i o n  
i s  d e s i g n e d  p r i m a r i l y  t o  s t o p  any s t u d y  o r  development  o f  Nor the rn  
L i g h t s .  (See  At tachment  #12. ) 

S e n a t o r  Manley a s k e d ,  whether  t h e  c o o p e r a t i v e s  pay t h e  same r a t e  
of t a x .  

M r .  Nordeen r e p l i e d ,  t h a t  he  was n o t  s u r e .  We d o  pay p r o p e r t y  
t a x  i n  Montana. A l l  c o o p e r a t i v e s  do.  

S e n a t o r  Smith s a i d ,  i t  i s  t o o  bad w e  have  t o  damage b e a u t i f u l  
s c e n e r y  l i k e  t h a t  b u t  w e  a r e  g o i n g  t o  have  t o  t a k e  o t h e r  t h i n g s  i n t . 0  
c o n s i d e r a t i o n .  

CONSIDERATION O F  S J R  20:  A J o i n t  R e s o l u t i o n  of  t h e  S e n a t e  and 
t h e  House of  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  o f  t h e  S t a t e  of  Montana u r g i n g  t h a t  t h e  
r e r e g u l a t i n g  dam on t h e  Kootenai  R ive r  b e  d e s i g n e d  and b u i i t  t o  r e g u l a t e  
r i v e r  f l o w s .  

A t  t h i s  t i m e  p roponen t s  o f  t h e  b i l l  w e r e  h e a r d .  

M r .  Bruce May, from t h e  Montana Department of F i s h  and Game 
p r e s e n t e d  a  s u g g e s t e d  amendment t o  SJR 20 .  H e  s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  
Department  s u p p o r t s  power g e n e r a t i o n  i n  t h e  r e r e g u l a t o r y  dam b u t  o n l y  
i f  t h e  o r i g i n a l  p u r p o s e ,  t o  smooth o u t  r i v e r  f lows  f o r  r e c r e a t i o n a l  
and f i s h e r y  b e n e f i t s ,  r emains  i t s  pr imary  purpose .  ( S e e  At tachments  
# 1 3  and # 1 4 . )  

M r .  T e r r y  Hol thaus ,  T e c h n i c a l  F o r e s t e r  f o r  t h e  S t .  Regis  Paper  
Company, s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  r e r e g u l a t i n g  dam was o r i g i n a l l y  d e s i g n e d  t o  
r e g u l a t e  downstream f lows  which would i n  t u r n  e n h a m e  f i s h e r y  and 
r e c r e a t i o n a l  u s e .  W e  now u n d e r s t a n d  t h a t  t h e  r e r e g u l a t i n g  dam i-s t o  
become a  power g e n e r a t i n g  dam. (See  At tachment  #15 . )  



M r .  Henry Newhouse, P r e s i d e n t  of  t h e  Libby Rod and Gun Club ,  
Libby,  Montana, s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e y  had worked w i t h  t h e  Corps  o f  
E n g i n e e r s  f o r  more t h a n  a  y e a r  t o  t r y  t o  r e g u l a t e  t h e  r i v e r  
f l u c t u a t i o n .  ( S e e  At tachment  #16. ) 

S e n a t o r  Manley asked  whe the r  t h e y  have  any p u b l i c  p l a n s .  

S e n a t o r  R o b e r t s  answered,  t h a t  t h e y  have  bad some m e e t i n g s  i n  
Libby.  

CONSIDERATION O F  SB 235: The Smith R i v e r  P r e s e r v a t i o n  A c t ,  
t o  p r e s e r v e  t h e  Smith R i v e r  i n  i t s  p r e s e n t  n a t u r a l  and s c e n i c  c o n d i t i o n  
and p r o t e c t  i t s  w a t e r  q u a l i t y  and a d j a c e n t  l a n d s .  

S e n a t o r  G a l t ,  Chief  Sponsor  o f  SB 235, b r i e f l y  e x p l a i n e d  t h e  
b i l l  and s a i d  t h a t  t h e  Smith River  i s  a b e a u t i f u l  r i v e r .  The o n l y  
a c c e s s i b i l i t y  i s  by b o a t .  T h i s  b i l l  would p u t  55 - 60 m i l e s  i n  t h i s  
canyon where  i t  c a n ' t  b e  s u b d i v i d e d  and c a n ' t  b e  touched.  

M r .  Gary Anderson,  landowner a l o n g  t h e  Smith  R i v e r ,  s a i d  t h a t  
t h i s  b i l l  i s  a  compromise between t h e  landowner and t h e  p u b l i c .  T h i s  
b i l l  p r o v i d e s  b o a t  g a t e s  and p e o p l e  w i l l  have  b e t t e r  p u b l i c  r e l a t i o n s  
w i t h  t h e  f a r m e r .  There  i s  no major  r a n c h e r  t h a t  i s  a g a i n s t  t h i s  
b i l l  i n  Cascade  County. The r i v e r  i s  g e t t i n g  used  more and more 
e v e r y  y e a r .  

M r .  George Zieg ,  o f  White Su lphur  S p r i n g s ,  Montana, s t a t e d  
t h a t  h e  c o u l d  f i n d  no o p p o s i t i o n  t o  t h i s  b i l l  among t h e  landowners  
on t h e  upper  end of  t h e  Smith R i v e r .  (See  At tachment  # 1 7 . )  

M r .  Don P r i c e  s t a t e d  t h a t  h e  was f o r  t h i s  S e n a t e  B i l l  235. 

M r .  W a l t e r  Tynes,  Jr .  o f  U l m ,  Montana and Smith R i v e r  Landowner, 
s t a t e d  t h a t  h e  a l s o  was f o r  S e n a t e  B i l l  235. 

Mr. B i l l  McKamey, Smith River Landowner, s a i d  t h a t  h e  f e e l s  
t h i s  q u a r t e r  m i l e  t h a t  t h e y  a r e  g i v i n g  up i s  g i v i n g  them a s t e p  
i n  t h e  r i g h t  d i r e c t i o n .  

A t  t h i s  t i m e ,  h e a r i n g  on SB 235  was l e f t  open.  

ADJOURNMENT: There  b e i n g  no f u r t h e r  b u s i n e s s ,  t h e  m e e t i n g  was 
a d j o u r n e d  a t  1 1 : l O  a .  m. 

L s ~  GE R O S K ~ E ,  VICE-CHAIRMAN 
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(Attachment #l. ) 

AMENDED SJR 21 

February 11, 1977 

WHEREAS, Libby Dam has already impounded 90 miles of 

the Kootenai River, leaving only 40 miles of free flowing 

river left in Montana; 

WHEREAS, the Northern Lights Power Company is planning 

t.o build a dam and powerhouse at Kootenai Falls, a unique 

scenic, geological and recreational area; 

WHEREAS, the Katka Dam Site, in Idaho, ten miles from 

the Montana State Line, is being seriously considered for 

development by the Idaho Water Resources Board; 

WHEREAS, the scenic and recreational qualities of 

the remaining free flowing Kootenai River is of local, state, 

and national significance; 

WHEREAS, this locally, regionally, and nationally 

significant scenic and recreational resource should not be 

impacted by a small hydroelectric development which will have 

only local value; 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE SENATE AND THE 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

THAT, the Montana legislature request the United 
States Congress bar hydroelectric power development o n  t:!e 
Kootenai River at the Kootenai Falls S'te. 



(Attachment # 2  .) 

My firm is the largest residential and commercial developer 

I n  Llncoln County. I have talked to many area businessmen and 

they feel very strongly that this project will have a long-term 

adverse affect on the economy. The boom that comes with short 

term projects such as these, have traditionally left the area 

with high unemployment and social problems. 

It is also the prime fishing area on the Kootenai and the 

most heavily used. It provides easy access for tourists and 

most of the area can be viewed from Highway #2. 

Thi-s area should not be developed until all the other 

sources and alternatives have been exhausted. 

I am for progress, but this is not progress, this project 

will cause an irreversible impact on tourism in Western Montana. 

This project will provide short term benefits for Montana and 

long-term benefits for an out-of-state utility and their 

power users. 

Therefore, I believe that Kootenai Falls is much too 

valuable to the economic base of Western Montana, and will 

become more valuable in the future, to allow such a project 

as proposed by Northern Lights of Idaho. 



(Attachment # 3 .  ) 

:; J A' l  I~:hlI~;N'1' 0 1 7  17. U. PIIlL1,TPS 
011 Norllic.rn L i g h ! ~  P r o ~ > o s a l  
tu l\uilcl s D L L ~ I  on 'I'he Kootenai River  
at ' 111~ lqootenai Fal ls  Site 

I oppose the construction of a dam a t  Kootenai E'alls. I wol~ld p~.c,pos,: 

that  t l ~ e  l<ootenai l i iver  be c lass i f ied a s  a Recreat ional  River frorn the propo:;ccl 

l<erc~:i i lat ing 1)an-1 Site to the Idaho State  line. 

The I<ootenai Fa l l s  a r e a  i s  a natura l  a r e a  u sed  by many people a n d  v i ~ ; v c d  

C .  

by thousands of tour i s t s  annually. This  i s  one of tile few remaining r n a j o r  l i v e r  
# 

fa l ls  a r e a s  in our  country and i s  located s o  a l l  c a n  view and enjoy. T'lii s . ~ r e a  

sho.lild not b e  destroyed. 

Each y e a r  we, a s  a family,  have rriade t r i p s  to  the fallh a r e a  to enjoy i t ' s  

beauty, fish, rappel the cliffs and picnic. I  a m  in te res ted  in p re se rv l cg  t h i s  f o r  

o thers  t o  enjoy and u s e  for  family recreat ion.  

Thc re  a r e  approxinlately 40  m i l e s  of f r ee  flowing Kooterlai R1ve1 lcft in 

Mor~tana.  The proposed dam would f ragment  this into two 20  mi l e  sect ions  and 

change the natural  beauty of The Fa l l s  a r ea .  

I  have additional concerns  about s ta tements  that  have been made to the  

news media and made  oral ly  a t  meet ings  by Northern Light officials. It i s  11iy 

opinion that these s t a t e m e n t s  tend to f i t  the situation of the ~ l l o m e n t  and a re not 

consis tent  in content. Such s ta tements  a s  "the r i ve r  would be backed u p  fo11r 

miles" ,  but a s  res i s tance  to  the project  i nc reases ,  this was reduced to 1 - 1 1 2  

mi les .  

Another example h a r d  to  understanr' i s  the capaci ty  of the project .  It hcts 

been s ta ted the dam would opera te  two 70 b4;W gene ra to r s  but the flow through tllc 

reregulating dam u p s t r e a m  will  only p r o d ~ c e  50.3  M / W  f r o m  four gcnera lors .  The 



(Attachment # 4 .  ) 

I QPFOSE 'IHE UAM A'I' KOOTmAI FALLS, OR AIVYW1:ERk U S E ,  
O N  'A'1J.T IS I~FBT OF 'THE K Q O T r n A I  R1;:IBJii. WE EilVE L,OST N I N  h Y  
MILES OF FREE FLOWIKO RIVER 'N THE LI! BY D A M ,  A N D  f f iE  ABOUT 
'1'0 L,OSE SEVU' NILE3 &ORE TO ?ME RE-REWII1'ING DAM. WE WILL 
II?.VE EIGHT GLTIERATORS AT 1 , I R R Y  DAM PPlD POSSIBLY F'OUR !'ORE P'I'  
'TI-1E RE-REGULATING DAM. I THIhX THAT I S  [NOUGH FOR ';lIIS AEEP.! 
I DON ' T  T H I N K  WE SIIOUI D BF FORCED INN G I V I N G  IJP ANYMORE OF 
OUR FK"\T?L FLOkiINC) RIVER WHICH CAN NEVER BE RECLAIMED. X TT-IINK 
I\iOH'I'l ERN L,I WTS AND THE CORPB OF ENGINEERS SHOULD CONCEi lRATE 
I'lORE ON CONSERVA"'1ON AND LESS ON EXPANDING AND PROFI'I'S A'f  '1 H E  

X P ~ B E  OB OUR FREE FLOWING sqREArr8, 

RESFEX2TFULLY SUBKITTIU,  

JOE CLIME 



( A t t a c h m e n t  #5 .  ) 



(Attachment # 6 . )  

AUSTIN REEDY POST NO. 97 
AMERICAN LEGION 

LIBBY, MONTANA 

'ro b l h l ; ~ ~ '  It E,ay C o n c ~ r n :  

The  25u s t r o n g  of' American Legi n Post  # 97 wish t o  be n r t ed  on 

recorci ;is opposed t,o the coristr8ucticn of t h e  prcprsed dam a t  the  

hu i r riai FaUs Si te .  

No r' e4 tf:dt the scen ic  and I l ia tor ic  Kootenai has been explcited 

t.c i t  :, presen t  state by l a c k  o f  concern f o r  it's beauty and qual- 

i ty .  he  fee L t h a t  this being arle of t h e  l a s t  frontiers in scenery 

.x,,l :;~ilrie t ' l sh ing  it should be preserved and pro tec t ed  from f u r t h e r  

et?r<~,-ckzlrrent and ravishment by pro jec t s  of ques t i cnab le  na tu re  and 

payl  ; 1 . 'rie are n o t  t o t a l l y  opposed t c  harness ing  of t h e  power of 

t l l ~  houtertai ,but w i l l  riot t o l l e r a t c  t h e  sacrafice t h a t  would have t o  

bc r i ~ ~ t a ~ ?  f r ~ *  such a slrlall b e n e f i t  m c l  cluestior,able progress .  

,vol;r. t,rnl,y , 
I h e  Wembership of Austin Reedy Post # 97 , Libby,Montana 

Richard Johnson , Commander 



(Attachment #7. ) 

rve wdter In reservoirs behind 
drwlectr~c darns 

lssutd the call for voluntary con- 
servat~oti at a news confemce Monday, a 

8 telegram WBS sent to 
les in Oregon, Washington, Idaho 

asking them to suggest 
lhelr customers ways of c o n ~ r v i n g  

sald he talked to governors of &!I 
c affected states before sending the .; 

telegrams. , i '  

The telegram included a l i ~ t  @. eug- ' 
sled ways of saving elwtricldy. Thky 
ctuded reducing the temperature of" 
dter heaters, turplng thermos@@ $Ow@ , D 

to 62-& degrees In the daytinfe'@U @-@, 
gre* ar night, using cald waEY for 
undry and mlnimczing tb@ Me of, - 
levrslons, ytereos and Itahling. ' : i 1 i 9 

Feb. 1. Hodel said the  b l t u ~ a ~ g s n ' t  
enough to warrant e @@I, Joy'. , 

luntary cutbacbs in ener y uk.  . - a weeks ago I didn' thfnk we'd'be " 
t,~lk~ng about voluntary curtailments until 
dt ledst Aprll," Hodel said Mo@&y. "Jf 

e water condltlons contlnue'to w ~ r ~ s n ,  
I of us mlght have to conslder going M 

curta~lnients Including sovc kind 
of mandatory cutback." 

Hodel added that nerther the $PA nor 
t l ~  ties has the authority to order man- neas. 

dory r:utbacks In the use of elettricity. I 
Such an order lnust come from federal, 

ate or locdl government, he qid.  
The tclegrdm to utilities, s ign4  by 
ode1 dnd the director of the Notfhwwf 

Pool, Merrlll Schult., 9 8 ,  '+m 
nulng wlntrr drought has ycneastyl 

nt a future energy emergeacy @ 8: 
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Commit tee  of the Montana State  45th Legis la ture  
b y  W m .  T.  Nordeen, Genera l  Manager 

Northern Lights ,  Incorporated 

(At t achmen t  #8 .  ) 

My name i s  W m .  T. Nordeen. I am General  Manager of Northern 

Lights ,  Inc ., a t r i -  s ta te  r u r a l  e l ec t r i c  with headquar te rs  a t  Sandpoint, 

Idaho. I a m  a graduate  of the  University of Washington with a major  

in  public ut i l i t ies .  I  have been employed by both public and pr ivate  

power over  the pas t  fo r ty  y e a r s  and have been a chief executive fo r  

2 2  y e a r s .  

Nor thern  Lights i s  one of the oldest  e l ec t r i c  cooperat ive ut i l i t ies  

in the  United S ta tes  and in  the ea r ly  days we merged  with the Sande r s  

County E lec t r i c  Cooperative in  Montana. We now bring the e l ec t r i c  

energy  b a s e  to  about 6 ,000 res idents  of Lincoln and Sande r s  Counties.  

P re sen t ly ,  we hold a p re l imina ry  p e r m i t  f r o m  the F e d e r a l  Power  

Commiss ion  to  study a run-of - the- r iver  hydroelectr ic  p ro jec t  located on 

the Kootenai R ive r ,  four  mi l e s  u p s t r e a m  from Troy ,  Montana. 

Our  ma in  power suppl ie r ,  the Bonneville Power  Administration,  has  

notified u s  that  they will not provide us  with power for  growth a f te r  1983. 

T h e r e  i s  no doubt but that  we a r e  in for  a shortage of energy  and a higher  

energy  cos t  whether i t  is oil ,  na tura l  gas o r  e lectr ic i ty .  Two things a r e  

v e r y  impor tan t  i n  the  energy  field (1)  where  do our  m e m b e r s  get  the 

supply? and ( 2 )  what does  i t  c o s t  t h e m ?  An analysis  of Power  Generating 

Cos ts  1985 - 2000, by  Sargent  & Lundy f r o m  E lec t r i c  Light and Power  

Magazine quoted a s  follows: "Sargent & Lundy e s t ima te s  that  fo r  an  

1100-MW nuclear  unit s ta r t ing  up in l a t e  1985 the 15-year  l e v e l i ~ e d  

generat ing cos t  will  be a lmos t  52 mi l l s /kwh- -6 .4  t i m e s  today's cos t .  

But coa l - f i red  c o s t s  will be  even higher .  



(Attachment # 9 . )  

BEFORE THE FEDERAL POWER COMMISSION 
APPLICATION FOR PRELJMTNARY PERJJIT 

1. Northern L i g h t s ,  Inc . ,  a c o r p o r a t i o n ,  o rgan i zed  under  the 
laws  o f  the S t a t e  o f  Idaho and hav ing  i t s  o f f i c e  and p r i n c i p a l  p lace  
o f  b u s i n e s s  a t  Sandpo in t  i n  the S t a t e  o f  Idaho ,  b e i n g  d e s i r o u s  o f  
o b t a i n i n g  a l i c e n s e  under the Federal Power A c t ,  he reby  makes a p p l i -  
c a t i o n  t o  the Federal  Power Commission far a p r e l i m i n a r y  pe rmi t  for 
t h i r t y - s i x  nwnths ,  f a r  the p r o j e c t  de sc r ibed  herein. T h i s  a p p l i c a t i o n  
i s  made i n  o r d e r  t h a t  the a p p l i c a n t  may s e c u r e  and m i n t a i n  p r i o r i t y  
for a license under  the Federal  Power A c t  w h i l e  procur-ing data  and 
per fo rming  t h e  a c t s  n e c e s s a r y  t o  p e r f e c t  a n  a p p l i c a t i o n  far such 
license. 

2. T h e  name, t i u e ,  and p o s t - s f f i c e  a d d r e s s  o f  t h e  pe r son  t o  
whom correspondence  i n  regard  t o  this a p p l i c a t i o n  s h a l l  be addressed  
i s  a s  fo l l ows :  

M r .  W i l l i a m  T .  Nordeen, Manager, Northern L i g h t s ,  Inc . ,  
P .  0. Box 310, Sandpo in t ,  Idaho  83864 

3. The  a p p l i c a n t  i s  a c o r p o r a t i o n  and is o r g a n i z e d  under  the 
f o l l o w i n g  laws:  

Section 30,  Chap te r  1 0  o f  t h e  coded l a w s  o f  the S t a t e  o f  Idaho.  

4 .  T h e  measure o f  control or ownersh ip  e x e r c i s e d  b y  or over t h e  
a p p l i c a n t  i n  any  other o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  i s  a s  f o l l o w s :  

A p p l i c a n t  i s  f inanced  b y  the Rural  E l e c t r i f i c a t i o n  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  
o f  the U n i t e d  S t a t e s ' a n d  i s  subject t o  control b y  them i n s o f a r  a s  
l o a n  f e a s i b i l i t y  i s  a f f e c t e d .  

5. The  a p p l i c a n t  proposes  t o  o p e r a t e  i n  the f o l l o w i n g  a r e a :  

Bonner,  Boundary,  and Kootenai  Coun t i e s  i n  the S t a t e  o f  Idaho ,  
Lincoln and Sanders Count ies  i n  the S t a t e  o f 'Mon tana ,  and a p o r t i o n  
o f  Pend O r e i l l e  County  i n  the S t a t e  of Washington.  

6. T h e  l o c a t i o n  o f  the p r o j e c t  a p p l i e d  f o r  is a s  f o l l o w s :  

(a )  In the S t a t e  of Montana 
(b) In the County  of L i n c o l n  
(c) On the following-named s t ream:  Kootenai  R i v e r ,  

c a r r y i n g  commerce t o  the f o l l o w i n g  e x t e n t :  None 
( d )  In the r e g i o n  o f  the following-named ci t ies  and towns:  

T r o y ,  Montana and L ibby ,  Montana 

7. Lands o f  the U n i t e d  S t a t e s  which w i l l  be a f f e c t e d  a r e  
l o c a t e d  in the Kootenai  Na t iona l  Forest. 



(A t t achmen t  # l o .  ) 
SJR 1/21 HEARING 

a t  9:30 AM Tuesday,  February  1 5 ,  1977  
Helena,  Montana 

- - -  
JAMES A .  SEWELL TESTIMONY 

- - -  

My name is  James A .  Sewel l .  I g radua ted  i n  1937 from Washington 

S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y  w i t h  a  B.S.C.E. d e g r e e .  I am a  l i c e n s e d  C i v i l  Engineer  

i n  t h e  s t a t e s  of Washington (#2227) ,  Idaho (#775) ,  and Montana ( j 1 4 2 7 ~ ) .  

A f t e r  g r a d u a t i o n  I was employed by t h e  Washington S t a t e  Highway Department 

and T o l l  Br idge  A u t h o r i t y  i n  road and b r i d g e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  and b r i d g e  

d e s i g n  f o r  a  p e r i o d  of  abou t  5 y e a r s .  I then  was employed by t h e  E v e r e t t  

P a c i f i c  Company i n  drydock and s h i p  b u i l d i n g  f o r  about  3 y e a r s .  I then  

went i n t o  p a r t n e r s h i p  w i t h  my f a t h e r  i n  J a n u a r y  1946 a t  Newport, Washington 

w i t h  a  b ranch  o f f i c e  i n  Spokane, Washington. The f i r m  name was H .  A .  

Sewel l  & J. A .  Sewel l .  I am p r e s e n t l y  a  p a r t n e r  i n  James A .  Scwell  & Assoc.  

which c o n t i n u e s  a t  t h e  same l o c a t i o n  w i t h  many of t h e  same and somt. new 

c l i e n t s .  Our c l i e n t s  i n c l u d e  R u r a l  E l e c t r i c  Coops, P u b l i c  U t i l i t y  D i s t r i c t s ,  

C i t i e s ,  Towns, Sewer and Water D i s t r i c t s  and many p r l v a t e  c l i e n t s  i n  Land 

s u b d i v i s i o n ,  e t c .  Our f i r m  h a s  been involved i n  e l e c t r i c  tr.1nsmiss ion and 

d i s t r i b u t i o n  l i n e  d e s i g n  and c o n s t r u c t i o n ,  h y d r o - e l e c t r i c  ge r t e ra t ion  

c o n s t r u c t i o n ,  ma in tenance  and power sales and I p r e s e n t l y  r c 3 p r e s e n t  P u b l i ~ ~  

U t i l i t y  D i s t r i c t  No.1 of Pend O r e i l l e  County, Washingtoll as  a c o n t r a c t  

committee member of t h e  P a c i f i c  Northwest  C o o r d i n a t i o n  Agreement which i s  

made up of  a l l  of  t h e  g e n e r a t i n g  u t i l i t i e s  i n  t h e  n o r t l ~ w c s t .  I n  a d d i t i o n  

t o  t h i s  o u r  f i r m  d o e s  sewer ,  w a t e r  and s t r e e t  d e s i g n  and s u p e r v i s i o n  u i  

c o n s t r u c t i o n .  

M r .  Nordeen, Manager n f  Nor the rn  L i g h t s ,  I n c .  t i r s t  d i s c u s s e d  t h e  

proposed Kootenai  River  P r o j e c t  w i t h  me i n  November 1974  and asked me t o  

c o n t a c t  Harza Eng ineer ing  of Chicago,  I l l i n o i s  concern ing  t h e  d e s i g n  

e n g i n e e r i n g  f o r  t h e  proposed p r o j e c t .  He wanted t o  know t ~ o w  much pober  

(1) 
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B013Rk K DWL I L 
ELEMEN IARY f'RIN(:IF'N 

PtiONE 295-4 '321 

Montana State Legislature 
Senate Natural Resources Committee 
Helena, Montana 

Senator Elmer Flynn, Chairman 

Gentlemen: 

The Board of Trustees for School District # I ,  Troy, Montana wishes to go on record as 
opposed to the adoption of SJR-21 which would designate the Kootenai and Yaak Rivers 
for study leading toward "Wild and Scenic" classification. 

We oppose this resolution for the following reasons: 

b 1. The Kootenai River i s  a controlled river and has been since the completion 
of the Libby Dam, hence cannot be considered a "Wild River" by any 

s ta nda rd . 
2. The Northern Light Power Company has indicated a desire to construct a 

run-of-the-river power plant near the Kootenai Falls area on the 
Kootenai River. If approved and built, this plant would become part 
of the tax base i n  this school district and increase the taxable valuation 
from the present $2,586,456.00 to $8,586,456.00 for an increase of 
232%. A t  the present time the taxpayen in  Troy are paying 262.522 mills, 
the highest i n  Lincoln County. 

3. We feel that run-of-the-river power generation as proposed by Northern 
Lights i s  a good attempt to help alleviate the power shortage we now face 
in  this Nation. 

4 .  We see SJR-21 as an attempt, by a special interest group, to prevent 
the construction of the proposed power plant at Kootenai Falls. 

We urge the Senate Natural Resources Committee to k i l l  SJR-21 for the above reasons. 
( ) \ [  1 
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(Attachment # 1 3 .  ) 

Suggt5sted Amendment t o  S J R  No. 20, Page 2, l i n e  3,  f o l l o w i n g  "day" add: 

AND BE I T  E'IIRTHER KESOLVED, t h a t  t h e  Congress and t h e  Corps o f  Engineers  be 

a d v i s e d  w e  s u p p o r t  t h e  a d d i t i o n  of power g e n e r a t i o n  f a c i l i t i e s  a t  t h e  Libby 

r e r e g u l a t i n g  dam o n l y  i f  t h e  c o n g r e s s i o n a l  a u t h o r i z a t i o n  f o r  s u c h  f a c i l i t i e s  

i n c l u d e  tile requ i rement  t h a t  t h e  pr imary purpose  o f  t h e  dam i s  f o r  t h e  r e d u c t i o n  

of f l o w  f l u c t u a t i o n  caused by Libby   am's o p e r a t i o n  and t h a t  t h e  f u n c t i o n  o f  

power g e n e r a t i o n  a t  t h e  r e r e g u l a t i o n  dam is c o n s i d e r e d  secondary  t o  t h a t  

priuiary purpose .  



(At t achment  #14. ) 

STA'I'EI.1ENT 1'KKSb:NTED '10 SENATE NATURAI, RESOURCES COMMlTTEE I N  SUPPOK'I' 

OF S.JR NO. 20 

Hy Bruce May, Montana Department o f  F i s h  and Game - February 1 5 ,  1 9 7 7  

Libby Dam is a h y d r o e l e c t r i c  s t r u c t u r e  b u i l t  and o p e r a t e d  by t h e  Corps of 

Engineers  on t h e  Kootenai  R iver  n e a r  Libby,  Montana. T h i s  dam is o p e r a t e d  p r i m a r i l y  

f o r  peak ing  power d u r i n g  p e r i o d s  of l a r g e s t  e l e c t r i c  demand. Power demands v a r y  both  

s e a s o n a l l y  and d a i l y .  

Power demands w i l l  g e n e r a l l y  b e  t h e  g r e a t e s t  d u r i n g  t h e  weeks when f a c t o r i e s  and 

b u ~ i n ~ s s c s  a r e  o p e r a t i n g  from a b o u t  8:00 a .m.  t o  6 :00 p.m. On a  s e a s o n a l  b a s i s  demands 

a r e  h i g h e s t  d u r i n g  t h e  l a t e  f a l l  and w i n t e r  p e r i o d s  when more energy i s  needed f o r  hea t -  

i n g  homes and f a c t o r i e s .  

Libby was des igned  t o  house  e i g h t  t u r b i n e s ,  e a c h  g e n e r a t i n g  105,000 k i l o w a t t s  o t  

e l e c t r i c i t y ,  p r i m a r i l y  f o r  u s e  d u r i n g  peak power demand p e r i o d s .  Each u n i t  r e q u i r e s  

5 ,000 c f s  t o  produce t h e  105,000 k i l o w a t t s .  Thus when a l l  e i g h t  u n i t s  a r e  on l i n e ,  

t h e  r i v e r  f low below Libby Dam w i l l  r e a c h  40,000 c f s .  The l a r g e  change i n  f low from 

t h e  minimum r e l e a s e  o f  2,000 c f s  up t o  40,000 c f s  n e c e s s i t a t e d  t h a t  a r e r e g u l a t o r y  dam 

b e  b u i l t  downstream below t h e  main dam t o  smooth o u t  r i v e r  f lows .  When f i r s t  p roposed ,  

t h e  o n l y  purpose  of t h e  " r e r e g f f  was t o  reduce  t h e  r i v e r  f l u c t u a t i o n s  t o  b e n e f i t  

r e c r e a t i o n a l  and f i s h e r y  use  i n  t h e  Kootenai  R iver  and p r e v e n t  s u r g e  e r o s i o n .  

C o n s t r u c t i o n  of t h e  dam i s  p r e s e n t l y  a u t h o r i z e d  f o r  t h i s  purpose .  However, t h e  Corps 

is r e t u r n i n g  t o  Congress t o  s e e k  a u t h o r i z a t i o n  for t h e  i n s t a l l a t i o n  of  power g e n e r a t i o n  

f a c i l i t i e s  i n  t h e  r e r e g  dam. 

Tlie r i v e r  f l u c t u a t i o n  c r i t e r i a  were  de te rmined  by t h e  Corps i n  t h e  e a r l y  1960 ' s  

a f t e r  c o n s i d e r i n g  i n p u t  from t h e  Bonnevi1l.e Power A d m i n i s t r ~ 3 t i o n ~  the  Bureau t)f 

S p o r t  F i s h e r i e s  and W i l d l i f e  and o u r  Department.  The  maximum f l u c t u a t i o n  c r i t e r i a  art1 

6 f e e t  p e r  day and 2 f e e t  p e r  hour  d u r i n g  t h e  p e r i o d  October  t h r o t ~ g h  March and 4 ft.ct 

per d a y  and 1 f o o t  p e r  hour  d u r j n g  t h e  A p r i l  th rough  September p e r i o d .  I t  tias bcen 



(Attachment #15. ) 

SOCIETY OF AMERICAN FORESTERS 
NORTHERN ROCKY MOUNTAIN SECTION 

LIBBY CHAPTER 

S I '  : LIBEY C11APTEX OF T?-IE S O C I E T Y  C F  A Y I B I C A N  FORE' !  !%Y 
BEFOhE TIiE NATURAL RESOURCEX3 COY!iII 'TI1;E OF THE SEN/lTE OF 
MONTANA, CONCEIINING TEIE LIBEY RE-REGULA'I I N Q  DAFr. 3-6 %C7 

M t i .  CHAIRVAN IND KEmEERS OF 1RE COMKIT1'EE:  

IL:Y M A M E  IS TERRY HOLTEAUS, TECHN1Cb.L FOhZsi:'! ER FOR ';HE STREGIS 
PAPEI? C O . ,  L,IEBY O P E f i A T I O N 3 ,  A N D  S E C .  - 'L'REA3. FOR 'IIIE L I 1  k!Y 
CIIAPTI~H OF THE SOCIEII 'Y OF AMERXCrfN FORE3'T'EFtS, CONSIGTING CF 
$;5 AC7'IVE NE2rBERB. THE LIBBY CHAP'I'PIS OBJEC'J81VES EEE; TO PROM- 
O T E  THE SCIENCE, P R A C I I C E ,  A N D  S'IANDARDS OF FORES'IEY,  EU4r k E  
D3N "l' W A N T  TO 3TOP THQIE. THE 1 , IRBY CHAPTEBS V I W  ZtiCL'JDEX A 
hU.41 I T Y  L I F E  I N  NORTlIWEST KONTASA AND TTIBE QUAI I ' I ' I E 3  A R E  
-4 lAJNDA!\IT AND RESPONSIBLY MANAGED FISH E311 E3, W IT,DLIFE, FtECRE;A1!'1OL, 
AND WATER. /A ' i :~?"  
'TI1 E I . IBBY CHAP'I'ER VOTED FAV0RP.BI.Y ON' A RESOI.Ilfl 'IOK , 9?@190RED EY 
?'lip LIBBY ROD A N D  GUN CLUB, C O N C ? 3 l N I ~ G  'IME RE-FiEG\ILAfI I K G  DJ.K 
I ~ o c ~ ? ~  APPROX. 10 PILES DOV,TNST'REXP FROV THE M A I N  I ~ I H L Y  UAX.  

-I FIE RE-REGllL,Al'Ili !3 DAY W S 3  0RIGINAI.LY D E S I  GN ED ; O REGI!I A '  E 
U0WNS'"REAM FLOWS WF'ICH WOULD I N  TURN Eb3IAP:CE FISHIBY A N D  REC- 
R E A T  PO!\TAI, U9E. \{E NOW UNDEES'I'ARD THAT 'I'I:E RE-FiECrUl k '! IS G DAiJ 
TC3 TO IjECCIICE A POWEl3 GENERATING DAM, THUS XNOTIjE;R I f i C R U S E  
II\! R I V F R  FLUCbI'UATTON3. T I 3 1 3  INCREASE I N  FLUC'IUATIONI) WILL 
IJNDCUb'l'EDLY REDUCE THE FISTqERY A N D  RECREArl'lONAI IN1'b4!! I O K S .  

*lEiE; 1,IDBY CHAPTER OF' THE S O C I E , I Y  OF b P < E R I C L N  F O R B r ;  ESIS WOUI D 
1.IKE TO Gil 014 FiECOF,D A 3  STATED BY THE I I B E Y  ROD P.ND CLlK CL,IJE, 
'FIIAT, THE 1,IRBY RE-EEGULATING DAV BE EUILT P-MD D E Y I  SNED '1'0 
REmI.,F'TE RIVER FL,OWS FCR THE RdI!hNC~'EXT 3F '1'IiE FTStIERY "SD 
EECREATLONAL U6E AND TIIAT '?HE KE&IMUM ALL0WIIRL.E FI.UCIJL'UA'I'ION 
BE T 1 f b : I ' T E D  TO LESS THAIB :HREE FEET PEB DAY. 
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(At tachment  #17. ) 
I;c:otv,c %leg , ,  J r .  
!:anc.t~t>r. and r e s i d e n t  o f  u p p e r  Srnith r i v e r  

TISSTLMONY : Se11'3 t e  B i l  1 N o .  275 

T h ~ s  b i l l  is a n  a t t e m p t  t o  p r o t e c t  t h e  S m i t h  r i v e r  slid t o  

re t ;u iaLe  t h e  r e c r e a t l o i l a l  u s e .  T h i s  a r e a  d o e s  n o t  lerid i t e e l  f we1 ' 

t o  l l c ~ v y  u s e  by p e o p l e ,  e i t h e r  a s  r e c r e a t i o n i s t s  n o r  a s  r e s i d e n t s .  

Le t  u s  l o o k  a t  some o f  t h e  p r e s e n t  day  problems arising 

a l o u g  t l ~ e  S m i t h  r i v e r :  

T h e r e  i s  a  good d e a l  o f  land a  l a n g  t h i s  r i v e r  t h a t  wi u I d 

be  v e r y  d e s r r a b l e  t ~ j  t h e  d e v e l o p e r  end s u b - d ~ v i d e r .  T h e r e  a r e  few 

d e v e i  j pn~ t i l t s  a t  tfie p r e s e n t  t ime  b u t  t h e  p o e s i b i l i t y  l f  mlXre 1 1 1  t h e  

l lcar  f ~ L u r c  i s  v e r y  r e a  I .  

l i e c r e a t l  m a  L u s e  i s  becoming v e r y  h e a v y ,  malu ( y  by b la t e r s .  

The  F r s l i  and Game Dep t .  h a s  p r ( w i d e d  a c c e s s  t o  t h e  r i v e r  for t h i s  

a c t  ~ v i . t y ,  howeve r ,  a good s h a r e  o f  t h e  s t r e a m  rurrs t h r  >ugh  p r i v a t e  

IarrJ. 'i'liere a r e  no camping  a r e a s  o r  f a c i l i t i e s  and v e r y  i t t  e  

s u p c . r \ r s s ~ n n  f o r  t h ~ s  r e o r e a t i o r i a l  u s e .  T h i s  o b v i o u s l y  i s  n u t  a s a L -  

i s f a c  t o r y  a r r a n g e m e n t  f o r  e i t h e r  t h e  landowner  n o r  t h e  r e c r e a t i o n i s  t s .  

T l l ~ s  b i  ' wou i d  c o r r e c t  a good many o f  t h e s e  p roh  l ems. 

Peop l c h a v e  come t o  Montana t o  f l o a t  t h e  S m i t h  from many 

othtr s t a t e s ,  a r r i v i n g  i n  l a t e  J u l y ,  Augus t  and  Sep tember .  A f t e r  a  

:c>ng t r ~ p  a n d  a Lot o f  e x p e n s e ,  t h e y  t h e n  d i s c o v e r  t h e r e  1s no 

f l o a t i n g ,  due  t o  l o w  w a t e r .  T h e  i n f o r m a t i o n  was n o t  a v a ~ l a b l e  tior 

n ~ e n i ~ c j : ~ e d  i n  the a r t i c l e  t h e y  had r e a d ,  t h a t  t h e  Smi th  I S  a v e r y  s h o r t  

s ea so l l ed  anci l i m i t e d  t h i n g .  Some v e r y  unhappy g u e s t s  of  Monta:la a r c  

soor) on t h e i r  way home. P e r h a p s  t h i s  b i l l  would h e l p  r e c t i f y  t h ~ s  

p rob  1 pm. 

Wc a r e  coricerried a b o u t  t h e  river named Smith by Lewis a n d  C i a r ~  i n  




