
MINUTES OF THE MEETING 
LOCAL GOVERNMENT COMMITTEE 

MONTANA STATE SENATE 

February 15, 1977 

The meeting of the Local Government Committee was 
called to order by Chairman McCallum on February 15 at 
9 : 3 7  A.M. in Room 410 of the State Capitol Building. 

1XOIJL CALL: All members were present. - 

The following visitors were present: William 
Penttila, State Fire Marshall Bureau; Mike McGrath, 
Attorney General's Office; Ron Hetrick, State Fire Marshall 
Bureau; Bruce Houston, State Fire Marshall Bureau; James 
Brown, Crossman-Whitney-Griffin, Arch.; David Hagstrom; 
W. James Kembel, Department of Administration; Delmont C. 
Thurber, Montana Building Codes Advisory Council; Gene 
Huntington, OBPP; Willard Johnson; Jack Crosser, Department 
of Administration; Phil Hauck, Department of ~dministration; 
Ellen Blake; Bette Hostad; Andy VanTeylingen; Ray White, 
Montana County Assessors Association; Creath Tooley; Montana 
County Assessors Association; Harley Warner, Helena; A1 
Thelen, Helena; Glen Drake, League of Cities and Towns. 

CONSIDERATION OF SENATE BILL 401: Senator Lowe, 
District 33, Sponsor of Senate l ill 401, stated the bill 
would put together the building codes, fire regulations 
and safety under one department, Department of Administra- 
tion. He stated the bill applies only to public buildings 
outside the municipalities. Gene Huntingdon, Office of 
Budget and Program Planning, testified in support of Senate 
Bill 401 stating there are 12 different building codes for 
the state plus whatever the local level chooses. He stated 
there is a tremendous amount of duplication with several 
agencies looking at the same building. Jim Kembel, Department 
of Administration, stated there is conflict between some 
of the existing codes and Senate Bill 401 would do away 
with conflicting codes by having one state-wide building 
code. He stated Senate Bill 401 does provide the right 
for counties to enforce the codes. He stated people would 
only have to buy one permit instead of several. Sonny 
Hanson, Montana Technical Council and Dale Thurber, Montana 
Building Advisory Council, testified in support of Senate 
Hill 401. 

Mike McGrath, Attorney General's Office, supported 
the concept of the bill but was opposed to moving the 
Fire Marshall's Office from the Department of Justice to 
the Department of Administration. He proposed the following 
amendment to Senate Bill 401, amend page 12, section 7, 
line 10, following: "association" insert: "uniform fire 
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code". Dean Zinnecker, Montana Association of Counties 
opposed total control by the state with no flexibility at 
the local level. He stated the definition of county is 
not included in Senate Bill 401. Mr. Zinnecker proposed 
amendments to Senate Bill 401 (attached). Harley Warner, 
Helena City Commissioner, opposed Senate Bill 401. He 
stated that before the city can enforce adopted building 
codes they must have approval from the Department of 
Administration. He stated the State of Montana is assuming 
control over local government. A1 Thelen, City Manager, 
agreed with Mr. Warner's statements. 

CONSIDERATION OF SENATE BILL 404: Senator Boylan, 
Sponsor of Senate Bill 404, gave a brief resume of the 
bill. Ray White, Montana Association of Assessors, 
testified in support of Senate Bill 404 stating County 
Assessors would like the same concessions allowed to other 
elected county officials. Creath Tooley, Yellowstone 
County Assessor, testified in support of Senate Bill 404 
stating assessors should have the benefit of meeting 
annually. 

Senator Dunkle moved Senate Bill 404 be given a "Do 
Pass" recommendation. Senator Peterson seconded the 
motion. The Chairman called for a roll call vote. Senate 
Bill 404 went out of committee without recommendation. 

ADJOURN: The meeting adjourned at 10:57 A.M. 
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