
MINUTES 

FISH AND GAME COMMITTEE 

MONTANA STATE SENATE 

February  14 ,  1977 

The meet ing o f  t h e  F i s h  and Game Committee was c a l l e d  t o  
o r d e r  by Chairman Frank Dunkle, a t  8:00 A.M.,  i n  Room 405  of  t h e  
S t a t e  C a p i t o l  Bui ld ing .  

ROLL CALL: A 1 1  members were p r e s e n t .  

CONSIDERATION OF S. B. 2 4 2 .  S e n a t o r  Manley was asked  t o  
speak r e g a r d i n g  t h i s  b i l l .  One o f  t h e  f e a t u r e s  is  t h a t  i f  someone 
who i s  be ing  gu ided  commits a  v i o l a t i o n  and it i s  n o t  r e p o r t e d  by 
t h e  g u i d e ,  h e  i s  t o  be  made r e s p o n s i b l e  as though he w e r e  t h e  v i o l a t o r .  
N e i l  Lynch, r e p r e s e n t i n g  t h e  o u t f i t t e r s  and g u i d e s  s a i d  he  had drawn 
up t h i s  l e g i s l a t i o n  and t h a t  it i s  p a t t e r n e d  a f t e r  t h e  Execu t ive  
Reo rgan i za t i on  p l an .  

Ralph Holman, r e p r e s e n t i n g  Montana O u t f i t t e r s  & Guides Assoc . ,  
r e ad  E x h i b i t s  A and B a t t a c h e d .  Tag R i t t e l ,  Montana O u t f i t t e r s  & 
Guides,  commented on h i s  s u p p o r t  f o r  t h e  b i l l .  Bob Gr i ck ,  High 
Country O u t f i t t e r s ,  a l s o  s u p p o r t s  t h e  b i l l .  

M r .  O r v i l l e  L e w i s  from t h e  F i s h  & Game Commission commented 
t h a t  h i s  depar tment  had n o t  t aken  any p o s i t i o n  on t h i s  b i l l ,  b u t  
b e f o r e  amendments a r e  made would have q u e s t i o n s .  

There  were q u e s t i o n s  asked  r e g a r d i n g  t h e  p e n a l t i e s  and what 
changes t o  b e  made. Sugges t i ons  were made by S e n a t o r  Lowe, Sena to r  
L i n s i n k  and q u e s t i o n s  asked  o f  M r .  L e w i s  r e g a r d i n g  enforcement  of  t h e  
laws r e g a r d i n g  r e s i d e n t s  and n o n r e s i d e n t s .  M r .  L e w i s  s a i d  t h a t  of 
c o u r s e  it i s  more d i f f i c u l t  t o  p r o s e c u t e  t h e  n o n r e s i d e n t  because  of 
n o t  b e i n g  a b l e  t o  f i n d  them. The q u e s t i o n  w a s  a sked  a s  t o  what i s  a 
r e s i d e n t  gu ide?  

S e n a t o r  Dunkle asked  M r .  Lynch whether  t h i s  seems t o  appear  
t h a t  a  r e s i d e n t  does  n o t  need a  gu ide .  D i scus s ion  r e g a r d i n g  t h i s .  

S e n a t o r  Dunkle asked  M r .  Lynch whether  t h e r e  i s  a  r e p e a l e r  
and M r .  Lynch r e p l i e d  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  none. 

S e n a t o r  Manley sugges t ed  t h a t  t h e r e  are s e v e r a l  amendments 
t h a t  a r e  go ing  t o  have t o  be  worked o u t .  H e  s a i d  t h a t  he unders tands  
t h e r e  i s  u s u a l l y  some problem ove r  i n  t h e  P i n t l a r  Area n e a r  Anaconda. 
H e  f e l t  t h a t  t h e r e  shou ld  b e  problems so lved  t h a t  would c r e a t e  a  
b e t t e r  r e l a t i o n s h i p  between t h e  landowner and t h e  h u n t e r .  

CONSIDERATION OF SJR 25: T h i s  was de l ayed  i n  an  a t t e m p t  t o  
l o c a t e  S e n a t o r  Boylan, sponsor  of t h e  b i l l .  

CONSIDERATION OF S.  B. 203: S e n a t o r  Dunkle s t a t e d  t h a t  a l t hough  
he  i s  snonso r  of  t h e  b i l l ,  h e  h a s  asked  t h a t  B i l l  Thomas of  G r e a t  
F A l l s  e x p l a i n  what it does .  M r .  Thomas s a i d  t h a t  peop l e  i n  Grea t  F a l l s  
and Po lson  had he lped  w i t h  t h i s  and d e a l s  w i t h  laws and r e g u l a t i o n s  re- 
g a r d i n g  f i n e s ,  etc. Testimony a t t a c h e d .  M r .  O r v i l l e  Lewis urged s u p p o r t  
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o f  t h i s  b i l l .  S e n a t o r  Lowe asked a b o u t  r a i s i n g  of  f i n e s  and  f e e l s  
t h i s  i s  t h e  t h i n g  t o  do and t h a t  t h e r e  i s  n o t  enough enforcement .  M r .  
L e w i s  s a i d  t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  6 5  game wardens p l u s  s u p e r v i s o r  p e r s o n n e l .  
S e n a t o r  G a l t  a s k e d  where do t h e  f i n e s  go and M r .  L e w i s  s a i d  i t  i s  
earmarked,  some t o  t h e  c o u n t y ,  etc.  S e n a t o r  Dunkle closed t h e  h e a r i n g  
on t h i s  b i l l ,  a s k i n g  t h a t  M r .  Lewis t h i n k  a b o u t  amendments. 

CONSIDERATION O F  SJR 25: I n  t h e  absence  o f  S e n a t o r  Boylan,  
who i s  t h e  s p o n s o r ,  S e n a t o r  Lens ink  w a s  a s k e d  t o  p r e s e n t  t h i s  Resolu- 
t i o n .  

S e n a t o r  Lens ink moved it d o  pass, seconded by S e n a t o r  G a l t  and  
unanimously adop ted .  

S e n a t o r  Dunkle announced t h a t  f o r  t h e  mee t ing  on Wednesday 
a l l  t h o s e  b i l l s  t h a t  have  n o t  been a c t e d  on  w i l l  b e  h e a r d  on  t h a t  
day.  

Adjournment a t  9:15 A.M. 
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