
MINUTES O F  THE MEETING 
HIGHWAYS AND TRAVSPORTATION COMMITTEE 

MONTANA STATE SENATE 

February 1 0 ,  1 9 7 7  

The n i n e t h  meeting of t h e  Highways and T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  
Committee was c a l l e d  t o  o r d e r  by Chairman Manning on t h e  above 
d a t e  i n  Room 4 0 4  of  t h e  S t a t e  c a p i t o l  Bui ld ing  a t  9:30 a.m. 

ROLL CALL: Sena to r  Hager was excused,  Sena to r s  Smith and 
E t c h a r t  were absen t .  A l l  o t h e r  Sena to r s  were p r e s e n t .  

The fo l lowing  w i t n e s s e s  were p r e s e n t  t o  t e s t i f y :  

Edward N e i l s  
Gerald  N e i l s  
Robert  Helding 
Don Copley 
James Beck 
Don Coleman 
W i l l i a m  J. Novak 
Ross Cannon 
John J o h u s t  
Ted S t o l l f u s s  
Lar ry  G.  Ma j e r u s  
Barry L. H j o r t  

S t .  Regis Paper Company 
Montana Logging Assoc i a t i on  
Wood Produc ts  Assoc i a t i on  
Department of  Highways 
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Montana Motor C a r r i e r s  
Montana Mobile Dea le rs  Assoc i a t i on  

11 I t  I1 I 1  

Montana Highway P a t r o l  
Administrator/Motor Vehic les  Div. 
Montana Mobile Homes Assoc ia t ion  . 

CONSIDERATION OF SENATE BILL 407:  Sena to r  J e rgeson ,  c h i e f  
sponsor  of t h i s  b i l l ,  t e s t i f i e d  t h a t  he had in t roduced  t h i s  b i l l  
a t  t h e  r e q u e s t  o f  one of  h i s  c o n s t i t u e n t s .  There had been a  
problem i n  Glasgow w i t h  a  mobile home t h a t  i n  t u r n i n g  a  c o r n e r  
wiped o u t  a parked c a r .  Sena tor  J e rgeson  s t a t e d  t h a t  f l a g  c a r s  
on ly  make sense  when moving such l a r g e  o b j e c t s  over  t h e  highways. 

M r .  Barry H j o r t ,  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  o f  t h e  Mobile Home Deale rs  
Assoc i a t i on ,  t e s t i f i e d  i n  o p p o s i t i o n  t o  t h i s  b i l l .  H e  summarized 
t h e  d e a l e r s '  o b j e c t i o n s  a s  f a l l i n g  i n t o  s e v e r a l  d i f f e r e n t  c a t e g o r i e s :  
1. Economic - t h e  c o s t  of  implementing t h i s  b i l l  would be g r e a t  
t o  t h e  d e a l e r s ;  2. Unnecessary f r o m  a  s a f e t y  p e r s p e c t i v e ;  
3 .  Unwise because of t h e  g a s  t h a t  would be consumed, e s p e c i a l l y  
when we should be conserv ing  energy;  4. Unnecessary because t h e  
D i r e c t o r  of  t h e  Department of  Highways a l r e a d y  has t h e  a u t h o r i t y  
t o  make r e g u l a t i o n s  t o  c o n t r o l  t h e  movement of mobile homes on 
t h e  highways. M r .  H j o r t  p r e sen ted  w r i t t e n  test imony t o  t h e  committee 
wi th  t h e  Mobile Home Deale rs  A s s o c i a t i o n ' s  recommendation t h a t  
the committee recommend t h a t  S B  4 0 7  do n o t  pass. (At tached #1) 

Se rgean t  Ted S t o l l f u s s  o f  t h e  Montana Highway P a t r o l  
a l s o  t e s t i f i e d  i n  o p p o s i t i o n  t o  t h e  b i l l ,  p r e s e n t i n g  t o  t h e  
committee a  diagram o f  t h e  caravan  t h a t  t h i s  b i l l  would r e q u i r e  
whenever a  mobile home were moved. (Attached # 2 )  Se rgean t  
S t o l l f u s s  s t a t e d  t h a t  i n  1975 t h e r e  w e r e  4 6  a c c i d e n t s  involving 
m b i l e  homes, t h i s  f i g u r e  i nc lud ing  a l l  s i z e s  o f  mobile homes. 
Following t h e  l e s s e n i n g  o f  t h e  r e s t r i c t i o n s  cover ing t h e  movement 
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of  mobile homes i n  1975, t h e  a c c i d e n t  f i g u r e s  went down, w i th  
only  3 3  a c c i d e n t s  r e p o r t e d  i n  1976. Eleven of t h e s e  occu r red  
on t h e  i n t e r s t a t e ,  and a t  l e a s t  50% o f  t h o s e  were wind damage 
between Big Timber and Liv ings ton .  Three o f  t h e  a c c i d e n t s  
occur red  i n  c i t i e s ,  and 19 occur red  on county and s t a t e  roads .  

I n  e x p l a i n i n g  t h e  diagram, Se rgean t  S t o l l f u s s  s t a t e d  t h a t  
t h e  long caravan t h a t  i s  c r e a t e d  w i t h  bo th  f r o n t  and r e a r  f l a g  
c a r s  l e a d s  t o  a t r a f f i c  hazard  when a v e h i c l e  wants t o  p a s s  t h e  
slow moving t r a i n  which t o t a l s  304 f e e t  i n  l eng th .  

M r .  J i m  Beck o f  t h e  Department o f  Highways d i s t r i b u t e d  
cop ie s  of  a w r i t t e n  r e p o r t  t o  t h e  D i r e c t o r  of  Highways concerning 
mobile home a c c i d e n t s  and a copy of  t h e  Department of Highways 
r e a c t i o n  t o  SB 407.  (Attached # 3  & 4 )  

M r .  Don Copley a l s o  of t h e  Department o f  Highways t e s t i f i e d  
t h e  t h e  D i r e c t o r  of t h e  Department of Highways has  t h e  power 
t o  makes r u l e s  and r e g u l a t i o n s  governing t h e  movement of mobile 
homes on t h e  highways. I n  1975 t h e  r e g u l a t i o n s  were changed 
because t h e  depar tment  f e l t  t h e  r u l e s  now i n  e f f e c t  were j u s t  
and reasonable .  To d a t e ,  t h e  depar tment  has  r ece ived  no w r i t t e n  
compla in t s  about  how mobi le  homes a r e  moved and f i e l d  men have 
r ece ived  ve ry  few v e r b a l  complaints .  S ince  t h e  r e g u l a t i o n s  were 
r e l a x e d ,  t h e r e  have been fewer a c c i d e n t s .  

Sena to r  Graham asked i f  t h e r e  was any r e s t r i c t i o n  on speed 
f o r  mobile homes. M r .  H j o r t  answered t h a t  t h e  maximum speed 
al lowed was 50 MPH and t h e  minimum was 20 MPH. M r .  Copley 
confirmed t h a t  t h e  maximum allowed w a s  50 MPH. 

Sena to r  Graham asked i f  t h e  Highway P a t r o l  had any i d e a  
how many o f  t h e  a c c i d e n t s  r e p o r t e d  were a c c i d e n t s  i nvo lv ing  
o t h e r  v e h i c l e s .  Se rgean t  S t o l l f u s s  responded t h a t  t h e  computerized 
r e p o r t i n g  system doesn '  t s p e c i f y ,  b u t  simply r eco rds  a l l  a c c i d e n t s  
i nvo lv ing  mobile homes where t h e  damage i s  $ 2 5 0  o r  m o r e .  
Sena to r  Graham commented t h a t  he doubted t h a t  t h e  c o l l i s i o n  r a t e  
was very  high.  Se rgean t  S t o l l f u s s  added t h a t  he had c o n t a c t e d  
t h e  heads  o f  t h e  f i v e  t r a f f i c  d i v i s i o n s  and they had r ece ived  no 
w r i t t e n  o r  o r a l  compla in t s  about  t h e  movement of mobile homes. 

Sena to r  Aber asked Sena to r  J e rgeson  about  t h e  a c c i d e n t  i n  
Glasgow invo lv ing  t h e  mobile home. How would a p i l o t  c a r  have 
helped i f  t h e  c a r  was parked? Sena to r  J e rgeson  s a i d  t h a t  t h e  
people  who had asked him t o  i n t r o d u c e  t h i s  b i l l  f e l t  t h a t  i f  
t h e  rear p i l o t  c a r  had been a b l e  t o  r a d i o  t o  t h e  d r i v e r  ove r  a 
CB, t h e  a c c i d e n t  cou ld  have been avoided.  

Sena to r  Healy asked i f  t h e r e  was any t i m e  of  t h e  yea r  i n  
which most o f  t h e s e  a c c i d e n t s  were occu r r ing .  Sergeant  S t o l l f u s s  
responded t h a t  a l though  t h e  computer p r i n t - o u t  w a s  d i f f i c u l t  t o  
dec iphe r ,  it appeared a s  i f  t h e  a c c i d e n t s  w e r e  w e l l  d i s t r i b u t e d .  
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S e n a t o r  Hazelbaker  reminded t h e  committee t h a t  t h e  B u s i n e s s  
and I n d u s t r y  Committee had t r a n s f e r r e d  t e n  b i l l s  t o  t h e  Highways 
and T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  Committee f o r  h e a r i n g .  Nothing appeared  t o  
be o f  r e a l  c o n t r o v e r s y .  

DISCUSSION OF SENATE BILL 147:  S e n a t o r  Graham asked  i f  
M r .  Beck had t h e  amendments t h a t  had  been worked up a s  a  compro- 
m i s e  between t h e  Department  of  Highways and t h e  o p p o s i t i o n  t o  
t h e  b i l l .  M r .  Beck t o l d  t h e  committee t h a t  M r .  Held ing had 
o f f e r e d  t h e s e  amendments and  t h a t  a f t e r  t h e  head o f  t h e  Highway 
Department  had rev iewed  them, t h e  depar tment  c o u l d  s u p p o r t  them. 
The amendments a r e  as  f o l l o w s :  Amend page  2 ,  s e c t i o n  1, l i n e  1 2 ,  
f o l l o w i n g  " 7 % . " ,  i n s e r t  " I n  t h e  e v e n t  t h e  v e h i c l e  o r  combina t ion  
o f  v e h i c l e s  i s  n o t  i n  e x c e s s  o f  t h e  a l l o w a b l e  we igh t  l i m i t a t i o n s  
by more t h a n  7 % ,  t h e  depar tment  may i s s u e  a  s i n g l e  t r i g  p e r m i t  
f o r  t h e  f e e  o f  $10 f o r  a l l o w i n g  s a i d  v e h i c l e  o r  combina t ion  of 
v e h i c l e s  t o  move o v e r  t h e  highways t o  t h e  f i r s t  f a c i l i t y  where 
i t s  l o a d  c a n  be s a f e l y  a d j u s t e d  o r  t o  i t s  d e s t i n a t i o n . "  And 
amend page  2 ,  s e c t i o n  1, l i n e  1 4 ;  f o l l o w i n g  " l o a d s " ,  s t r i k e  
", when n e c e s s a r y , "  and i n s e r t  " i n  excess o f  7%" .  M r .  Beck 
commented t h a t  t h e  e f f e c t  o f  t h e s e  amendments would b e  t o  
a l l o w  t h e  weigh m a s t e r  t o  i s s u e  a  t r i p  p e r m i t  when t h e  l o a d  was 
under  7% overweigh t .  The depar tment  does  n o t  want t o  a l l o w  t h e  
o v e r w e i g h t  t r u c k s  t o  be a b l e  t o  buy a p e r m i t  and t h e n  c o n t i n u e  
t o  move o v e r  t h e  highways w i t h  t h e  l o a d .  The d e p a r t m e n t  feels  
t h a t  t h e y  c a n  l i v e  w i t h  t h e s e  amendments, and t h a t  t h e y  may be 
s t r e n g t h e n i n g  t h e  b i l l .  

S e n a t o r  Graham asked  i f  t h e  t r u c k s  were o v e r  7% o v e r ,  would 
t h e y  have  t o  g e t  l e g a l .  M r .  Beck answered y e s  t h e y  would and t h e y  
would a l s o  b e  f i n e d .  

M r .  Rober t  Helding o f  t h e  Wood P r o d u c t s  A s s o c i a t i o n  s t a t e d  
t h a t  t h e s e  amendments s o l v e  some o f  t h e  problems t h a t  t h e  l o g g e r s  
had w i t h  t h e  b i l l .  

S e n a t o r  A b e r  a s k e d  i f  t h e r e  was no  f i n e  i f  t h e y  w e r e  under  
7% overweigh t .  M r .  Beck answered no,  t h a t  t h e y  would have t h e  
o p t i o n  t h e n  o f  buy ing  t h e  $10 t r i p  p e r m i t .  S e n a t o r  Aber a sked  
how f a r  t h e  p e r m i t  c o u l d  b e  f o r .  M r .  Beck answered t h a t  i f  t h e  
l anguage  was o n l y  t o  t h e  d e s t i n a t i o n  t h e n  t h e y  would have  t h e  
problem o f  some t r u c k e r s  a lways  b e i n g  o v e r .  S e n a t o r  A b e r  a sked  
how f a r  a p a r t  t h e  s c a l e s  w e r e .  M r .  Copley answered t h a t  t h e y  
c a n  n o t  g e t  a n o t h e r  t r i p  p e r m i t  a t  t h e  second  s c a l e .  They would 
b e  f i n e d  i f  t h e y  w e r e  s t i l l  overweigh t  a t  t h e  second s c a l e .  

S e n a t o r  Graham commented t h a t  most  p e o p l e  a t  t h e  s c a l e s  r e a l i z e  
t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  p l a c e s  t o  dump p a r t  o f  t h e i r  l o a d  s o  a s  t o  become 
l e g a l .  M r .  Copley added t h a t  t h e  s c a l e  m a s t e r s  would s p e c i f y  on 
t h e  p e r m i t  how f a r  t h e  t r u c k  would be  a l l o w e d  t o  t r a v e l  b e f o r e  
a d j u s t i n g  t h e  load .  I f  t h e  t r u c k  went f u r t h e r ,  it would be  f i n e d .  
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M r .  Copley added t h a t  o v e r s i z e ,  o v e r w e i g h t  p e r m i t s  a r e  a v a i l a b l e  
f o r  t r u c k s  t h a t  c a n n o t  m e e t  t h e  GVW r e q u i r e m e n t s .  

M r .  He ld ing  commented t h a t  t h i s  b i l l  was d e s i g n e d  f o r  t h e  
p e r s o n  h o n e s t l y  i n  e r r o r ,  n o t  f o r  t h o s e  t r u c k e r s  who would con- 
s t a n t l y  h a u l  overweight .  / 

I ) 

S e n a t o r  Graham asked  i f  t h e  weigh scales p e r s o n n e l  t o o k  
i c y  c o n d i t i o n s  i n t o  a c c o u n t  when t h e y  weighed t r u c k s .  M r .  Copley 
responded t h a t  t h e  c o n d i t i o n s  a r e  l e f t  t o  t h e  d i s c r e t i o n  o f  t h e  
s c a l e  master, b u t  seldom i s  t h e r g  any problem w i t h  c o m p l a i n t s  t h a t  
t h e  w e a t h e r  c o n d i t i o n s  were n o t  t a k e n  i n t o  a c c o u n t  i n  weighing.  

M r .  G e r a l d  N e i l s  commented t h a t  t h e s e  amendments remove a l l  
of t h e  p o s s i b l e  problems t h a t  t h e  l o g g e r s  had w i t h  SB 147. 

DISPOSITION OF SENATE BILL 147:  S e n a t o r  Healy moved t h a t  
SB 147 b e  amended as M r .  Beck had s u g g e s t e d .  S e n a t o r  A b e r  seconded 
t h e  mot ion .  The mot ion  c a r r i e d  unanimously w i t h  S e n a t o r s  Smi th ,  
Hager,  E t c h a r t  and Lockrem a b s e n t .  

S e n a t o r  Healy moved t h a t  SB 147 do p a s s  a s  amended. S e n a t o r  
Haze lbaker  seconded t h e  motion.  The mot ion  c a r r i e d  unanimous l y  
w i t h  S e n a t o r s  Smi th ,  Hager,  E t c h a r t  and  Lockrem a b s e n t .  

DISPOSITION OF SENATE BILL 407: S e n a t o r  Aber moved t h a t  
SB 407 d o  n o t  pass. S e n a t o r  Berqren  seconded t h e  motion.  The 
motion c a r r i e d -  unanimously w i t h  S e n a t o r s  Smith ,  Hager,  E t c h a r t  
and Lockrem a b s e n t .  

DISCUSSION OF SENATE BILL 142: S e n a t o r  A b e r  s u g g e s t e d  t h a t  
it would b e  i m p o r t a n t  t o  amend t h e  b i l l  s o  t h a t  o n l y  p a r t i c i p a t i n g  
c o u n t i e s  r e c e i v e d  20% o f  t h e  f i n e s  c o l l e c t e d  f o r  t h e i r  communication 
c e n t e r s .  The o t h e r  amendment s u g g e s t e d  sets an  upper  l i m i t  o f  
$25,000 o n  t h e  amount t h a t  a coun ty  c o u l d  r e c e i v e .  R i g h t  now 
Missou la  c o u n t y  i s  r e q u e s t i n g  $17,000 from t h e  Highway P a t r o l  
f o r  o p e r a t i o n  o f  t h e  l a w  enforcement  communication c e n t e r .  When 
t h e  f i n e s  i n c r e a s e ,  t h e  Highway P a t r o l  i s  concerned t h a t  it 
would be pay ing  t h e  c o u n t i e s  more t h a n  it c o s t  t o  o p e r a t e  t h e  
communication c e n t e r s .  The $25,000 l i m i t  i s  less u r g e n t  t h a n  
t h e  o t h e r  amendments, b u t  may a l s o  b e  needed soon. S e n a t o r  A b e r  
commented t h a t  h e  t h o u g h t  t h a t  t h e  wording o f  t h e  amendments 
s u g g e s t e d  by M r .  Wheeling w a s  a  b i t  awkward, but t h e  i d e a  was good. 

Bob P e r s o n ,  committee r e s e a r c h e r ,  t o l d  t h e  committee t h a t  i t  
1 now had f o u r  d i f f e r e n t  p o s s i b i l i t i e s  b e f o r e  it f o r  amendments. 

r P The f i r s t  s u g g e s t i o n  i s  t h a t  made by M r .  Wheeling which changes  
t h e  b a s i c  language o f  t h e  b i l l .  (See a t t a c h m e n t  #2 o f  t h e  m i n u t e s  
o f  F e b r u a r y  3 ,  1977. )  The second s u g g e s t i o n  i s  t h a t  which M r .  

d P e r s o n  worked up from t h e  committee d i s c u s s i o n  o f  February  1, 1977. 
( A t t a c h e d  # 5 )  The t h i r d  s u g g e s t e d  l anguage  i s  t h a t  made by 
S e n a t o r  Lockrem (see m i n u t e s  of February  3 ,  1 9 7 7 ) ,  which i s  a 
s i g n i f i c a n t  change i n  t h e  b i l l ,  S e n a t o r  ~ o c k r e m ' s  amendment 
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would r e q u i r e  a  p r o c e d u r e  by which t h e  c o u n t i e s  would j u s t i f y  
t h e  a c t u a l  c o s t s  o f  r u n n i n g  t h e  communications c e n t e r .  The 
Highway P a t r o l  would have  f i s c a l  c o n t r o l  under  S e n a t o r  Lockrem's  
amendment. The o t h e r  amendments s e t  up a u t o m a t i c  r e m i t t a l s  t o  
t h e  c o u n t i e s .  The f o u r t h  p o s s i b i l i t y  would be t o  make no changes  
now and amend t h e  law i n  f u t u r e  s e s s i o n s  i f  t h e r e  a r e  problems.  

M r .  P e r s o n  responded  t o  q u e s t i o n s  from t h e  committee c o n c e r n i n g  
t h e  e x a c t  wording o f  t h e  amendments. M r .  P e r s o n  added t h a t  
b o t h  h i s  amendment and t h a t  of M r .  Wheeling would b e  h e l p f u l  
i n  t h a t  it would n o t  remit money t o  t h e  c o u n t i e s  f o r  r e g u l a r  
communication c a r r i e d  o n w i t h t h e  Highway P a t r o l ,  b u t  o n l y  f o r  
communication c a r r i e d  on  f o r  t h e  b e n e f i t  o f  t h e  P a t r o l .  

Chairman Manning a s k e d  how h i g h  t h e  c o s t s  of  t h e  c e n t e r s  
w e r e  r u n n i n g  now. S e n a t o r  Aber answered t h a t M i s s o u l a c o u n t y  
was r e q u e s t i n g  $17,000 from t h e  Highway P a t r o l .  The f e d e r a l  
government p a i d  f o r  t h e  o r i g i n a l  equipment  i n  t h e s e  c e n t e r s ,  
b u t  t h e  c o s t s  o f  m a i n t a i n i n g  and u p d a t i n g  t h a t  equipment  i n  
a d d i t i o n  t o  s t a f f i n g  t h e  c e n t e r s  h a s  f a l l e n  upon t h e  l o c a l  
governments .  

Chairman Manning commented t h a t  he  f e l t  t h e  $25,000 mark 
was a  s h o t  i n  t h e  d a r k .  H e  s u g g e s t e d  t h a t  t h e  payments s h o u l d  
c o n t i n u e  beyond t h a t  f i g u r e  i f  t h e y  a r e  j u s t i f i e d .  P e r h a p s  
beyond t h e  $15,000 mark t h e  c o u n t i e s  s h o u l d  r e c e i v e  10% o f  t h e  
f i n e s  c o l l e c t e d .  Chairman Manning s u g g e s t e d  t h a t  t h e r e  needs  
t o  b e  some e x p e r i e n c e  w i t h  t h i s  b e f o r e  t h e  committee c o u l d  se t  
a  r e a s o n a b l e  l i m i t .  

S e n a t o r  Aber r e sponded  t h a t  t h e  Highway P a t r o l  d i d  n o t  want 
t o  pay f o r  more t h a n  i t s  s h a r e ,  s o  t h e  $25,000 mark seemed 
r e a s o n a b l e  t o  him. Chairman Manning s u g g e s t e d  t h a t  p e r h a p s  
t h e  committee s h o u l d  t r y  t h e  $25,000 l i m i t  f o r  now. 

DISPOSITION OF SENATE BILL 142:  S e n a t o r  Hazelbaker  moved 
that S B  142 be amended a c c o r d i n g  t o  Bob P e r s o n ' s  s u g g e s t e d  amend- 
ments .  S e n a t o r  Bergren  seconded t h e  mot ion .  The mot ion  c a r r i e d  
unanimously w i t h  S e n a t o r s  Smi th ,  Lockrem, Hager and E t c h a r t  a b s e n t .  

S e n a t o r  Aber moved t h a t  SB 142 do p a s s  a s  amended. S e n a t o r  
Haze lbaker  seconded t h e  motion.  The mot ion  c a r r i e d  unanimously 
w i t h  S e n t o r s  Smith ,  Lockrem, Hager and E t c h a r t  a b s e n t .  

ADJOURNMENT: There  b e i n g  no f u r t h e r  b u s i n e s s ,  t h e  m e e t i n g  
was a d j o u r n e d  a t  10:30 a.m. 

DAVE MANNING, CHAIRMAN 
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STANDING COMMITTEE REPORT 

MR. .......... XT!$~.~.&@P.G ......................... 

....... ................ having had under consideration @$.HAX72f ............................................................................ Bill NO. ..4.02 

Respectfully report as follows: 
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STANDING COMMITTEE REPORT 

President MR. .............................................................. 

R X ~ W A Y  s ~ r n  msPom"acPxa8 ...................................................................................................................................................... We, your committee on 

SlmA'leE having had under consideration ......................... ... ...... ... ........................................... Bill No. .. 

SBBA?P& ........... 147 ..... ........................................................................................................... Respectful1 report as follows: That Bill No. 4 

&st reading, b amendad an tollwar 

1. Atnend page 2, sactiom 1, Lf as 13. 
Pol lwing  z "76. * 
Insrertt '"In tha event the ttahiala on ccmbinrntion of vehicles 

is not in excess of the al2awabXe might IiwLtatiuna by =re 
than 79, the bpartraasat roar bsua a afngle t r i p  parait for 
tfie fee a€ $10 tor allowing uid vqhicte or aombinatian of 
vehicles to wx Z;hr. highways the first facility 
where itas load am 1Ps .afely adjltsbed ox t o  its destination. " 

2. a n d  page 2r ~ ~ t f < > n  1, &in* 14, 
Pollowing r loa8fsw 
Str ike :  *, when namsssxy,' 
Insert: *in exclllsa of 3%" 

! 
.\ ' 

, . ..........................................................................,......................... 
, , 

, , r b ? l  W T U Q  
' Chairman. 

STATE PUB. CO. 
I ielena, Mont. * .  , 
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STANDING COMMITTEE REPORT 

Pruaidasnt MR. .............................................................. 

SrnA2E 1 4 2  
haring had under conrideration .......................................... .....~.................~.............~............~..................... . . Bill No. ................. 

- .. -, . SENATE .................. Bill No ................... 142, - -- - Respectfully report as tollows: I nar ................................................. ..................................... ............... 
first reading, be amen&& r o  follows: 

1. mend page 2,  sectdon 2 ,  l h  15. 
Pollwing x "situatsd. * 
Insert: 'Such r d t t a n c e n  may not emsed 825,000 year 

2 ,  Amend page 2 ,  ~eutfon 2, Ifncs 23. 
Followfny a "pwpscas. a 
Xnsertr 'Thin .actLon does not apply ,in the avant a local 

govarument does mt provf da aoamiu~apons support servi ce s 
for Wac highway patrol. 

. ,  . . , I I 

,., , 

... ... , . .  , ,-.?,;~t-rt.r,r..,..,..v.....,~Ii~.,.,. A! J..b...6.....q.............111111111111......'.'... 
' / 

Chairman. 
5 1 A T E  PUB. CO. 

Iielerla, Mont. . . . . . .  
, .. I . . I  _ , . .  '. -I . . . . . . .  .. '. w, , ' . l . . y  : 



SENATE BILL 407 

HIGHWAYS COMMITTEE 

F e b r u a r y  10, 1977 

'The Montana Mob i l e  Homes A s s o c i a t i o n  o p p o s e s  S e n a t e  B i l l  4 0 7  

on the f o l l o w i n g  g r o u n d s :  

1 .  P a s s a g e  o f  t h e  b i l l  would r e s u l t  i n  s i g n i f i c a n t  added  e x -  

{,nltJ s p e n s e  t o  m o b i l e  home d e a l e r s  a n d  o t h e r s  i n  t r a n s p o r t i n g  m o b i l e  h 7  

o v e r  M o n t a n a ' s  h ighways  by  r e q u i r i n g  two p i l o t  c a r s  o n  t h e  movement 

o f  n e a r l y  e v e r y  m o h i l e  home. ( a n y  home w i d e r  t h a n  102  i n c h e s )  N o t  

s i n c e  1 9 6 9  h a v e  p i l o t  c a r s  b e e n  r e q u i r e d  on a n y  movenlent which  docs 

n o t  e x c e e d  1 2  f e e t  i n  w i d t h .  

2 .  The  two p i l o t  c a r  r e a u i r e m e n t  would n o t  s e r v e  t h e  p u b l i c  

h e a l t h ,  s a f e t y  and w e l f a r e  i n t e r e s t s  of t h e  t r a v e l i n g  p u b l i c  n o r  

improve  t r a f f i c  s a f e t y  o v e r  p r e s e n t  r e g u l a t i o n s .  

3 .  1 , e g i s l a t i o n  i s  u n n e c e s s a r y  b e c a u s e  t h e  D i r e c t o r  o f  t h e  

Depa r tmen t  of Highways may, i f  c o n d i t i o n s  r e q u i r e  a c t i o n ,  impose 

a d d i . t i o i ~ a l  o r  more s t r i n g e n t  r e g u l a t i o n s  r e g a r d i n g  p i l o t  c a r  u s e  

by a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  r u l e .  

4 .  P r e s e n t  r e g u l a t i o n s  which r e q u i r e  a l e a d i n g  p i l o t  c a r  on  

o v e r s i z e  movements ( 1 4  f e e t  a n d  w i d e r )  o n  p r i m a r y  a n d  s e c o n d a r y  

h iqhways  a n d  n o  p i l o t  c a r  on  con-ipleted s e c t i o n s  o f  t h e  i n t e r s t a t e  

highway s y s t e ~ r ~  h a v e  p r o v e n  w o r k a b l e  and s u f f i c i e n t l y  protect i ve 

o f  t h e  s a f e t y  o f  .F lon tana ' s  d r i v i n g  p u b l i c .  
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5. :;. 4 , 1 /  - -  Pilot Cdrs on Nobile lloines 

I .  lie !;nvc not r cce l ved  any w i t t e n  cotvplaints as tc: rliuv2r;rcr~t o f  fiiubilt. 

hoi i ~ s .  k few vcrt;al compl a r ~ t s  hzve  been rtctll ved. 

2 .  A c c i J ~ r ~ t  s t a t i s t i c s  S ~ I O W  a declfne I n  the  nurnber uF ac:ci.It!tit,s c;ir~ac 

p i l o t  car requirements were relaxed. 

3. Mobtl e tloncs are now nloved as f o l l o w s :  

d .  10' wide - Widc Load slgn f r o n t  and rear. 

1). I ;? '  \ ~ l r l e  - WIde Load slgn and l ights front a n d  rcar 

c, 14' - 16' - 18' - Wlds Load Sfgn, lights front and rear an<{ p i l o t  

c a r  prcceeding on prlmary and secondary. With  sfgns and l i y t i t s ,  no 

p i l o t  c a r  I s  required on cafipleted interstati?. Two way r . , ~ d i o  coi;liV.ini - 
cations is  required between the pilot car and  t h e  t a t c r .  

,4. PI ~ G I -  t o  Apt-{! 8, 1970, ~nobi le  homes were moved a:, f : ) l lows:  

10 ' ~ f d c  - Wide Load Sign front'and rear. 

1 2 '  w i d e  - Wide Load Sign and lights front and redr. 

1 4 '  wide - Wide Load Slgn, lights f r o n t  and rear and a p i l o t  c d r  
preceding. With proper s igns  and l i g h t s ,  p i l o t  car no t  required on 
coitlplcted interstate.  

1 6 '  and 18' wide - P i l o t  c a r s  required f r o n t  and rear for all travel. 

5. Highway Patrol w l l l  be present lng testimony regarding s a f e t y ,  a c c i d t ~ r i t s ,  

locat- ion o f  pilot  cars i n  proposed leglslatlon, addltEonal vehic les  ~ItIc l i  

can present hazards  and consume eddf t fona l  fuel ,  e t c .  

6. At tached  I s  a copy s f  movement regula t ions  and a repor t  to ti. J .  Anilt?r-son. 



STATE OF MONTANA 

DEPARTMENT OF HIGHWAYS 

ADMINISTPiATIVE ORDER NO, 18-2*14 

(1 )  I, H. J. ANDERSON, D i rec to r  o f  the Departrnent o f  Highways o f  

t he  State o f  Montana, by v i r t u e  o f  and pursuant t o ' t h e  au tho r i t y  vested 

i n  me by the Morltana Administrative Procedures Act, do promulgate and 

adopt the annexed ru l es  and regu la t lons t o  w i t :  

as permanent ru les  o f  t h i s  Department, 

(2) This order a f t e r  f i r s t  bef ng recorded i n  the order r e g i s t e r  

~f this Department shall be forwarded to the Secretary o f  State f o r  

f i l i n g .  

APPROVED AND ADOPTED March 17, 1976 

CERTIFIED TO THE 
SECRETARY OF STATE March 17, 1976 

. \J i' 

D i  r e c t o r  o f  Highways 

Order f9AC No. 18-2-14 
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f , , ' .  - - -  STATE OF MONTANA 

DEPARTMENT OF HIGHWAYS 
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t ' .paL-bt=n,,-&c=. .- 

HELENA, MONTANA 59601 
H J ANDERSON 

DIRECTOH OF HIGH HA^^ 
y-&. .. - ..*+-- 4 

IN REPLY R E F L R  10 

TO: Alrf4I:JISTRATI YE CODE COMMITTEE 22 GVW 77-5 

STATEMENT 

Re: 18-2.10(14)-S10170, sub-sect ion (7)  (j) 

tvNC Not ice  No. 18-2-10; MAC Order No. 18-2-14 

k t  a pub l  i c  hear ing conducted on !.larch 25, 1975, considerable test imony was 
g iven t o  t h e  e f f e c t  t h a t  r e a r  f l a g  cars  do n o t  serve t o  p r o t e c t  t h s  t rav21-  
l i n g  p u b l i c  and, i n  some instances, pose an a d d i t i o n a l  hazard t o  veh i c les  cn 
tlit; higi~bray. Furthers, present rtrgul a t i o n s  governing overwid th  ~novelrl~nts as 
conta ined i n  sub-sect ion (8)  of Rule 18-2.10(14)-S10120, p rov ide  i n  p a r t  
t h a t  excep t  f o r  mobi le  homes, veh ic les  o r  loads w l t h  a t o t a l  ou ts ide  w i d t h  
i n  excess o f  144" s h a l l  be preceded by - a f lagman escort. - (Emphasis added) 

Therefore,  i t  i s  the dec i s ion  of t h e  D i r e c t o r  of Hfghways t h a t  t h e  at tached 
r u l e  be pu t  i n t o  e f f e c t  a t  t h i s  t ime, Public r e a c t l o n ,  e s p e c i a l l y  of t he  
t r a v e l 1  i n g  publ  i c ,  w l l l  be c a r e f u l l y  noted and should i t  be s u b s t a n t i a l l y  
adverse, steps w i l l  be taken t o  revoke and repea l  t h e  rule under procedures 
prescr ibed by the  A d m i n i s t r a t i v e  Procedures Act. 



POSSIBI.,E AMENDMENTS TO SENATE BILL  142,  PROPOSED AT TISE H E A R I N G  2/1/77. 

1. Amend page  2 ,  s e c t i o n  2 ,  l i n e  15. 
Fol lowing : " s i t u a t e d .  " 
I n s e r t :  "Such r e m i t t a n c e s  may n o t  exceed  $25,000 p e r  y e a r  i n  a 

coun ty  . I' 
2. Amend page  2 ,  s e c t i o n  2 ,  l i n e  23 .  
Fol lowing:  "purposes .  " 
I n s e r t :  " T h i s  s e c t i o n  does  n o t  a p p l y  i n  t h e  e v e n t  a  l o c a l  government 

d o e s  n o t  p r o v i d e  communications s u p p o r t  services f o r  t h e  highway 
p a t r o l .  'I 




