
MINUTZS OF THE MEETING 
LABOR & EMPLOYIENT RELATIONS COMMITTEE 

MOJTANA STATE SENATE 

February  9 ,  1977 

Tile t h i r t e e n t h  m e e t i n g  o f  t h e  Labor and Employment R e l a t i o n s  
Committee was c a l l e d  t o  o r d e r  by Chairman Lee on t h e  above d a t e  
i n  Room 402 of  t h e  S t a t e  C a p i t o l  B u i l d i n g  a t  9:30 a.m. 

ROW CALL: A l l  members p r e s e n t  w i t h  S e n a t o r  Goodover and 
S e n a t o r  Lowe excused .  

CONSLDERATIOIJ O F  SB 334: An a c t  g i v i n g  t h e  D i v i s i o n  o f  
Workers '  Compensation d i s c r e t i o n  a s  t o  whether  t o  a c c e p t  i n s p e c -  
t i o n  r e p o r t s  o f  s p e c i a l  b o i l e r  i n s p e c t o r s .  

S e n a t o r  S l a y l o c k ,  Chief  Sponsor of  t h i s  b i l l ,  had M r .  Brigg-  
erman, of  t h e  D i v i s i o n  o f  Workers '  Compensat ion,  i n t r o d u c e  Si3 334 
t o  t h e  conunit tee.  

M r .  Briggerman,  D i v i s i o n  of  Workers '  Compensat ion,  appeared  
i n  s u p p o r t  of  SB 334. W e  have had problems i n  t h e  p a s t  w i t h  i n -  
s p e c t i o n s  o f  o u r  b o i l e r s  by i n s u r a n c e  companies.  W e  s h o u l d  have 
t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  i n s p e c t  t h e  b o i l e r s  b u t  w e  d o  n o t  have t h e  
r i g h t  t o  go  on and see t h a t  t h e s e  i n s p e c t i o n s  a r e  done p r o p e r l y .  
We d o  need t h i s  change so w e  can  e i t h e r  a c c e p t  o r  r e j e c t  tile i n -  
s p e c t i o n  and d o  o u r  own i n s p e c t i o n  t o  see t h a t  it i s  done p r o p e r l y .  

a i l 1  P o t t s ,  S a f e t y  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  o f  t h e  l l i s s o u l a  County 
T r a d e s  and Labor C o u n c i l ,  appeared  i n  s u p p o r t  o f  SB 3 3 4 .  Most o f  
t h e  proposed amendments a r e  t o  c l e a n  up and s i m p l i f y  t h e  language.  
The l a r g e  m a j o r i t y  of I n s u r a n c e  Companies I n s p e c t o r s  a r e  v e r y  
competant  and d o  t h e i r  j o b  i n  a t h o r o u g h  manner. Ilowever, t h e r e  
a r e  a  few t h a t  a r e  n o t  and t e n d  t o  s l i d e  o v e r  i m p o r t a n t  i t e m s  i n  
a b o i l e r  i n s p e c t i o n .  (See  a t t a c h e d  t e s t i m o n y . )  

E r n e s t  P o s t ,  r e p r e s e n t i n g  Montana S t a t e  AFL-CIO, appeared  i n  
s u g p o r t  o f  SB 334. W e  t h i n k  t h i s  b i l l  i s  g o i n g  t o  p r o v i d e  more 
s a f e t y  f o r  t h e  workers  who have t o  work around t h e s e  b o i l e r s  and  
a t  tile same t i m e  it s h o u l d  lower t h e  i n s u r a n c e  r a t e s  f o r  t h e  
workers .  Every b o i l e r  s h o u l d  have a , t h o r o u g l ~  i n s p e c t i o n  b e f o r e  
it g o e s  on t h e  l i n e .  T h i s  b i l l  w i l l  a l l o w  t h e  s t a t e  t o  go i n  and  
see i f  t h e  b o i l e r s  a r e  s a f e .  

Elr. P o s t  a l s o  t u r n e d  i n  t e s t i m o n y  of M r .  C h a r l e s  H. F r e y ,  
r e p r e s e n t i n g  Hoernor Waldorf ,  who was u n a b l e  t o  a t t e n d  t h i s  m e e t i n g ,  
i n  s u a p o r t  o f  S e n a t e  B i l l  334. (See  a t t a c h e d  t e s t i m o n y . )  

David F. Johnson ,  O p e r a t i n g  E n g i n e e r s ,  Loca l  400, appeared  
i n  s u p s o r t  of  S B  334. T h i s  d o e s  n o t  o n l y  d e a l  w i t h  t h e  s a f e t y  of 
t h e  workers ,  b u t  a l s o  w i t h  t h e  p e o p l e  who a r e  f o r c e d  t o  be around 
t h e s e  b o i l e r s .  

There  b e i n g  no f u r t h e r  p r o p o n e n t s  t o  S B  334, S e n a t o r  L e e  
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called for any opponents. 

Martin Frelinger, Power and Recovery Superintendent at 
IIoernor Waldorf, appeared in opposistion to this bill. SB 334 
is unjustifiably restrictive and punitive in that it gives the 
Division the discretion to reject inspection reports of special 
boiler inspectors. Rejection of an inspection by a special boiler 
inspector would require that the boiler remain out of service un- 
til an inspector from the Division inspected the boiler. This 
bill is unnecessary as the special boiler inspectors are licensed 
by the Division and, therefore, represent the Division. (See 
attached testimony.) 

General discussion was held by the committee. Mr. Briggeman 
stated that they had serious problems with some inspectors. If 
they are not satisfied with the inspection, they would have the 
right to go back and reinspect the boiler. The responsibility 
lies with the Division of Workers' Compensation. 

CONSIDERATIO2J OF SB 279: An act permitting employees of 
irrigation districts to be covered by unemployment compensation. 

Senator Jean A. Turnage, Chief Sponsor of this bill, intro- - 
duced SB 279 to the committee. This bill was introduced at the 
request of the Project Engineer of the Flathead Engineer Project. 
This bill will permit employees of irrigation districts to be 
covered by unemployment compensation. The Department of Labor 
would not cover these employees because of statutory ruling. The 
amendment on page 11 would include this unemployment coverage. 
I understand that there is a House Bill that has to do with the 
same thing. If that is the case, I see no reason for further 
pushing this bill. 

Harold Kansier, representing the Employment Security Division, 
stated that both SB 263 and HB 245 deal with the coverage of cer- 
tain agriculture, domestic and non-profit employees coverage by 
Unemployment Insurance. The provision in these two bills are 
federal requirements. These individuals are now covered by Special 
Unemployment Assistance which these benefits are covered under a 
federal act. It covers any employee who is not now under Unem- 
ployment Compensation. This coverage expires January 31. Certainly 
the Division never discourages broader coverage, but SB 263 
covers everything in this bill also. 

Tom Schneider, representing Montana Public Employees, Ass., 
appeared in support of this bill. We have run into a problem with 
the statues. Our employees were granted everything but Unemploy- 
ment Compensation. If SB 263 will apply to us in our area we 
will also support that bill. 
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G e n e r a l  d i s c u s s i o n  was t h e n  h e l d  by t h e  committee. HB 245 
d e a l s  s t r i c t l y  w i t h  f e d e r a l  r e q u i r e m e n t s  a n d  S B  263 i n c l u d e s  a 
c h a n g e  i n  t h e  b e n e f i t  y e a r  and f u r t h e r  d e f i n i t i o n s .  S e n a t e  B i l l  
2 6 3  c o v e r s  e v e r y t h i n g  i n  t h e  HB 245. F u r t h e r  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  o f  
Sl3 2 7 9  w a s  d e f e r r e d  u n t i l  S B  2 6 3  i s  h e a r d .  

ADJOURN : 

T h e r e  b e i n g  n o  f u r t h e r  b u s i n e s s ,  t h e  m e e t i n g  w a s  a d j o u r n e d  
a t  10 :20  a.m. 



ROLL CALL 

LABOR & EMPIC,OYMENT RELATIONS COMMITTEE 

45th LEGISLATIVE SESSION - - 1977 

NAME 

- - - ---- 

--- 

S e n a t o r  R o b e r t  Lee ,  Chairman 
- - - -- - - - -- 

S e n a t o r  B i l l  L o w e ,  V i c e  C h a i r r ~ a n  
- -- - - -- -- - - - - 

S e n a t o r  C h e t  B l a y l o c k  
- - - - 

S e n a t o r  P a t  Goodcver  
--- - --- -- -- 

Senator M a t t  H i ~ s l  
- --PA---- 

Ser i a to r  Sandy M e l ~ r e n s  
-- - 

S e n a t o r  H a r o l d  Ne l son  
- - - - - - -- p-- 

S e n a t o r  R i c h a r d  S m i t h  

- 

-- --- 
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?r .  C i r t i l r i ~ i , ~ n ,  kembers o f  t h e  Commit t e e ,  

r.tir1.e i s  B i l l .  M .  P o t t s .  I r a e i d e  a t  1627 8: 5 t h  St. W . ,  Misroula.  

I rwpreserit  lcc.11 d:55 U r ~ i t e d  Paper Workers au t h e i r  Safety 

':tinlrbrr,an una  t n e  l , ! i a c ; ~ u l a  County Tradee and Labor Council a8 

rhelr Z b r ' e t y  t i r $ r e ~ e n t  IVG. 

i s ~ l s r :  tr,  t t ' g t i f ' ,  lr, f a v ~ r  o f  Senate Bill 3 3 4 .  Emat o f  t h e  ahangas 

r l f  t n e  9ropoeed amendment are t o  @ l e a n  ug and simplify t h e  lang- 

. Thle w i l l  m a K s  t h e  A c t  much e a s i e r  t o  snfutree. The majsl* 

c.nan,u 1s t n e  nne word i n  S e c t i o n  3--69-1501. Th.8 vrord shall 

i e  chozded to may. The l a r g e  majori ty  o f  t h e  In su rance  Company 

I : ~ s y e c t o r ~ s  & r e  very cnn.getent and do t h e i r  Job i n  a very thorough 

m a n n e r .  However, t h e r e  are a few that  do n o t ,  and t end  t o  a l i d e  

over  im,~or tan t  iterne I n  a b o i l e r  i n e p e e t i o n .  

L have wi tnessed  where a phone c a l l  waa &ivan a8  s u f f i e e n t  t o  

oL>erate  a b o i l e r ,  which had major r e p a i r s  made t o  t h e  etoam 

jacket of  t h e  b o i l e r .  No a c t u a l  i n s p e e t i o n ,  no ahrek  of t h e  

hydro yreasiJre, y e t  c a l l a d  8 r 1  i neyec t ion .  

I know a f  a y r i v a t e  e c h ~ o l  1c Mieeoula whore the fireman o ~ e n o d  t h e  

b o i l e i .  and c a l l e d  t h e  lneuranoe  i n e p e e t a r  a s k i n g  f o r  an i n t e r n a l  

i n e y e c t i o n .  He inforBnsd t h e  i n a p e e t o r  t h u t  tho bolt lor  would 

be available f ~ r  t h e  summer, an  i n s p e c t i o n  war promieed b u t  

r ~ l w a y e  nela,csd. The I n e p e a t ~ l -  l i v e d  bu t  50 r;1lle8 from M I e ~ o u l a .  

A f t e r  re2; lca t~d calls of no a v a i l  t h e  firaeman becnme concerned a n d  

cr411 ,1 ne  ::ric I r e f e r e o  ~ i r n  t o  t h e  S t a t e  Bni ler  I n e y e c t o r  t 9  

.-iavP t r - ~ :  - r ~ i l e r '  i:; c a f e  0 ~ ~ ~ 3 r i i t I L n r l  by t h e  hayinninu nf echo01 

i n  trip f a l l .  .a 

I tLilr.rL ; .r (3n,.11, e I n  w ~ r r i i n ,  I n  t n ~  l aw will b e  o f  nn concern t o  t h e  

LnsPr>c+, 1r6 whr c. ,  l z L ,  t h e i r  Jobs end w i l l  fnrce t h o s e  who 

,,lSiJ i u x  1:: t!:t?ir a ~ t i e r ;  t o  Bfla3e up and do t h e i r  goce. 



SENATE BILL 354 

Mr. Chairaan and members o f  t h e  committee) 

Py nnrnc i s  C h a r l e s  H. F r e y j  T r e s i d e  a t  1843 3: s t r e e t  Mieaoula ,  
Kontq :a. 

I err a  f i r s t - c l a s s  engineer; I am employeed by Hoerner Waldorfh 

I have been a c t i v e  i n  t h e  pes t  l e g i s l a t i v e  s e s s i o n s  on b i l l 8  
of t h i s  n a t u r e .  T h i s  b i l l  w i l l  h e l p  t h e  D i v i s i o n  o f  Workers' 
Ccspcr.set ion.  A s  t h e  p r e s e n t  law reads, t h e  D. W.C., h a s n ' t  a n y  
o p t i o n s .  They must r e c e i v e  and a c c e p t  t h e  r e p o r t $  from t h e  spec- 
i a l  i r s r e c t o r s  of  b o i l e r s .  Pany t i m e s  i n  t h e  p a s t ,  r e p o r t s  had 
t o  he ~ c c e p t e d  even though t h e r e  were doubts .  

f p e r s  n R l v  have h a d  a  r u p t u r e d  t u b e  i n  a  b o i l e r .  A f t e r  t h e  r e -  
p s l r s  werp made t!-e t o i l e r  was p u t  i n t o  s e r v i c e  w i t h o u t  a n  i n -  
s p e c t i o n  by R commissioned end c e r t i f i e d  s p e c i a l  b o i l e r  i n s p e c t -  
o r .  I ksve t a l k e d  t o  s e v e r a l  l i c e n s e d  o p e r a t o r s  who.have ex- 
p e r i e n c e d  the  above rrentioned i n c i d e n t .  

Eg chanedng t h e  word e h a l l  t o  may, t h i s  would g i v e  t h e  D.W.C. - 
t h e  l a t i t u d e  t o  be s u r e  t h e  laws governing i n s p e c t o r s  a r e  n o t  
v i o l a t e d .  The i n s p e c t i o n  o f  r e p a i r s  made a r e  c r i t i c a l  f o r  t h e  
s o f e t y  of t h e  e ~ p l o y e e s  who work around t h e  b o i l e r s ,  o p e r a t i o n ,  
owner, r e n t e r ,  o r  u s e r .  

This i r i l l  w i l l  no t  c r e a t e  e  h a r d e h i p l  

I uree you t o  r a s s  S e n a t e  E i l l  334. 

The nk you ; 

S i n c e r e l y ,  

/ C h a r l e s  t?. Freg , 

F i r s t - c l a s s  e n r i n e e r  



My name i s  M a r t i n  F r e l i n g e r .  I am Power and Recovery Super in tendent  

a t  t he  Hoernet- Waldorf m i l l  a t  M issou la ,  Montana, where as  many as  s i x  b o i l e r s  

a re  i n  o p e r a t i o n  24 hours  per day, 7 days pe r  week. 

I am speaking a g a i n s t  Senate B i l l  334 .  Th i s  b i l l  . i s  u n j u s t i f i a b l y  r e -  

s t r i c t i v e  and p u n i t i v e  i n  t h a t  i t  g i v e s  t he  D i v i s i o n  t h e  d i s c r e t i o n  t o  r e j e c t  

i n s p e c t i o n  r e p o r t s  o f  s p e c i a l  b o i l e r  i n spec to r s .  

R e j e c t i o n  o f  an i n s p e c t i o n  by a  s p e c i a l  b o i l e r  i n spec to r  would r e q u i r e  

t h a t  t he  b o i l e r  remain o u t  o f  s e r v i c e  u n t i l  a n  i nspec to r  f rom t h e  D i v i s i o n  i n -  

spected t he  b o i l e r .  T h i s  would be an extended p e r i o d  o f  t ime,  p u t t i n g  an u n f a i r  

f i n a n c i a l  burden on t he  manager-owner o f  t h e  b o i l e r  and r i s k i n g  p o s s i b l e  l a y o f f  

o f  t h e  people  employed t o  ope ra te  our  M issou la  p l a n t .  

I b e l i e v e  t h i s  b i l l  i s  unnecessary as  t h e  s p e c i a l  b o i l e r  i n s p e c t o r s  
" 

a r e  l i censed  by t h e  D i v i s i o n  and t h e r e f o r e ,  rep resen t  t h e  D i v i s i o n .  




