
MINUTES OF THE MEETING 
NATURAL RESOURCES 

MONTANA STATE' SENATE 

February  7 ,  1977 

'J'he t w e l f t h  mee t ing  o f  t h e  N a t u r a l  Resources  Committee was c a l l e d  
t o  o r d e r  by  S e n a t o r  E l m e r  F lynn ,  Chairman, a t  4:30 p. m.  on t h e  above 
da t e  i n  Room 405 o f  t h e  S t a t e  C a p i t o l  B u i l d i n g .  

ROLL CALL: - Upon r o l l  c a l l  a l l  members w e r e  p r e s e n t .  

CONSIDERATION O F  SB 241: An Act t o  e x t e n d  and f u r t h e r  d e s c r i b e  
the r e q u i r e m e n t s  f o r  p l u g g i n g  and r e c l a i m i n g  " s h o t  h o l e s " ;  e s t a b l i s h i n g  
a d d i t i o n a l  p e n a l t i e s  f o r  f a i l u r e  t o  comply w i t h  t h o s e  r e q u i r e m e n t s .  

S e n a t o r  Ed Smith ,  Sponsor of SB 241, b r i e f l y  e x p l a i n e d  t h i s  
b i l l .  He s a i d  t h e  b i l l  was i n t r o d u c e d  f o r  t h r e e  p u r p o s e s ,  f i r s t ,  
t o  d e f i n e  s h o t  h o l e s ,  second,  t o  d e f i n e  p r o p e r  p l u g g i n g ,  and t h i r d ,  
t o  r e q u i r e  e x t r a  p e n a l t y .  W e  wanted t o  c u r t a i l  t h e  improper p l u g g i n g .  

H e  s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e y  a r e  r e q u i r e d  t o  f i l e  a  s e p a r a t e  bond i n  e v e r y  c o u n t y .  
H e  s a i d  h e  had never  had a  se ismograph crew come on h i s  p l a c e  w i t h o u t  

) g e t t i n g  a  p e r m i t .  

S e n a t o r  Rosk ie  wanted t o  know i f  i t  i s  a  coun ty  p e r m i t  i s  t h e  
bond f i l e d  w i t h  S e c r e t a r y  of S t a t e .  

S e n a t o r  Smith s a i d  t h e y  a l s o  f i l e  a  s e p a r a t e  bond i n  e v e r y  c o u n t y .  
H e  s a i d  t h a t  e v e r y b o d y ' s  l a n d  p l o t  is  a t  t h e  C l e r k  and R e c o r d e r ' s  o f f i c e .  

S e n a t o r  F lynn  asked  i f  t h e  O i l  and Gas Commission would b e  c a l l i n g  
t h e  C l e r k  & R e c o r d e r ' s  O f f i c e  e v e r y  day.  

S e n a t o r  Smith  s a i d  the o n l y  t i m e  they would c a l l  i s  i f  t h e y  had 
a  problem. I f  I have a  problem I c a l l  t h e  O i l  and Gas Commission and 
w i t h i n  t w e l v e  h o u r s  t h e y  a r e  a t  my p l a c e .  

S e n a t o r  Rosk ie  wondered i f  t h e  C l e r k  & R e c o r d e r ' s  O f f i c e  i s  going 
t o  s u p e r v i s e  t h e  job .  

S e n a t o r  Smith answered,  no. 

S e n a t o r  G a l t  added t h a t  t h e  O i l  and Gas Commission knows t h a t  t l ley 
a r e  o p e r a t i n g  because  t h e y  p u t  a  bond up.  

S e n a t o r  Smith s a i d  t h a t  f i r s t  o f  a l l  h e  would want  t o  know who 
w a s  i.n t h e  a r e a .  H e  s a i d  t h a t  h e  s i g n s  a s h e e t  s a y i n g  where t h e y  a r e  

) going t o  p u t  t h e  s h o t  h o l e s  on h i s  p r o p e r t y .  



S e n a t o r  Flynn s a i d  t h a t  it h a s n ' t  worked t h a t  smooth f o r  
some o f  t h e  p e o p l e  who t e s t i f i e d .  

S e n a t o r  Smith  s a i d  t h e n  t h e r e  i s  something wrong w i t h  t h o s e  
p e o p l e .  

S e n a t o r  Rosk ie  a s k e d  i f  t h e  O i l  and   as' Commission i s  g o i n g  t o  
s u p e r v i s e  e v e r y t h i n g  t h a t  i s  done.  

S e n a t o r  Smith s a i d  t h a t  i f  t h e  O i l  and  Gas Commission i s  
go ing  t o  s u p e r v i s e  e v e r y  se ismograph c r e w  o u t  now you would have  
a  budge t  o f  a  m i l l i o n  d o l l a r s .  

A t  t h i s  p o i n t ,  M r .  L a r r y  Weinberg, e x p l a i n e d  some t e c h n i c a l i t i e s  
r e l a t i n g  t o  t h e  b i l l .  

S e n a t o r  J e r g e s o n  s a i d ,  t h e  problem i s  enforcement .  

S e n a t o r  G a l t  s t a t e d  t h a t  he  t h o u g h t  t h e  C l e r k  and Recorder  and 
t h e  O i l  and  Gas Commission d o  have  a  c o n n e c t i o n .  Maybe a  sub-committee 
c o u l d  b e  a p p o i n t e d  t o  look i n t o  a l l  t h i s .  

S e n a t o r  F lynn  a p p o i n t e d  S e n a t o r s  J e r g e s o n ,  Smith ,  and Rosk ie ,  
t o  a  sub-committee t o  s t u d y  SB 241 and SB 257 f u r t h e r .  

ANNOUNCEMENTS: S e n a t e  B i l l  No. 302 and S e n a t e  B i l l  No. 388 -- -- 
w i l l  b e  h e a r d  on Thursday,  February  1 0  , 1 9 7 7 .  S e n a t e  B i l l  No. 247 
w i l l  b e  hea rd  on S a t u r d a y ,  F e b r u a r y  1 2 ,  1977.  

ADJOURNMENT: There  b e i n g  no f u r t h e r  b u s i n e s s ,  t h e  mee t ing  was 
a d j o u r n e d  a t  5:25 p. m .  
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