
MINUTES OF THE MEETING 
LABOR & EMPLOYMENT RELATIONS COMMITTEE 

MONTANA STATE SENATE 

F e b r u a r y  7 ,  1977 

The t w e l f t h  mee t ing  o f  t h e  Labor and Employment R e l a t i o n s  
Committee was c a l l e d  t o  o r d e r  by Chairman Lee on t h e  above d a t e  
i n  Room 4 0 2  o f  t h e  S t a t e  C a p i t o l  B u i l d i n g  a t  9:30 a.m. 

ROW CALL: A l l  members p r e s e n t  w i t h  S e n a t o r  Mehrens excused .  - 

CONSIDERATION OF SB 86 :  An a c t  r e q u i r i n g  t h e  Commissioner of 
Labor t o  d e t e r m i n e  t h e  s t a n d a r d  wages and c o n t r a c t o r s  t o  submi t  
w e e k l y  r e p o r t s  o f  wages p a i d .  

S e n a t o r  Lloyd C .  Lockrem, Jr . ,  D i s t r i c t  3 2 ,  Chie f  Sponsor 
o f  t h i s  b i l l ,  i n t r o d u c e d  t h i s  b i l l  t o  t h e  Committee. SB 8 6  makes 
two changes  from t h e  Davis  Bacon A c t .  One i n v o l v i n g  p r e d e t e r m i n e d  
wages and t h e  o t h e r  t o  have c o n t r a c t o r s  s e n d  t o  t h e  p u b l i c  o f f i c e r  
a s i g n e d  r e p o r t  o f  t h e  wages p a i d  t o  employees.  T h i s  a c t  o n l y  comes 
i n t o  p l a y  h e r e  i n  t h e  s t a t e ,  t h e r e  i s  no f e d e r a l  involvement .  We 
have t o  e i t h e r  make it workable  o r  r e p e a l  it, f o r  it d o e s  n o t h i n g  
i n  i t s  p r e s e n t  s t a t e .  It  would make t h o s e  c o n t r a c t o r s  w i t h  c l o s e d  
shop agreements  f a r  more c o m p e t i t i v e .  There  h a s  been no i n c r e a s e d  
c o s t s  a s  y e t .  

T e r r y  Bass ,  r e p r e s e n t i n g  Montana C o n t r a c t o r s  A s s o c i a t i o n ,  
appeared  i n  s u p p o r t  of  t h i s  b i l l .  W e  s u p p o r t  S B  86  a s  w r i t t e n .  

Tony S o f t i c h ,  r e p r e s e n t i n g  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  of  Labor S t a n d a r d s  
D i v i s i o n ,  appeared  i n  s u p p o r t  o f  t h i s  bill. S B  8 6  i s  known a s  t h e  
L i t t l e  Davis  Bacon A c t  which e s t a b l i s h e s  p r e d e t e r m i n e d  minimum 
wages i n  p u b l i c  works c o n t r a c t s .  T h i s  i s  v e r y  i m p o r t a n t  t o  con- 
tractors and w o r k e r s  a l i k e .  T h i s  b i l l  i n t e n d s  t o  a s s u r e  t h a t  all 
c o n t r a c t o r s  have  an  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  e n t e r  i n t o  c o m p e t i t i v e  b i d d i n g  
on a n  e q u a l  bas i s ,  and a s s u r e s  workers  o f  p r o p e r  wages. A s  t h e  a c t  
i s  p r e s e n t l y  w r i t t e n ,  more c l a r i f i c a t i o n  and enforcement  i s  needed 
f o r  c o n t r a c t i n g  a g e n c i e s ,  c o n t r a c t o r s  and workers .  Amendments have 
been s u b m i t t e d  towards  t h i s .  (See a t t a c h e d  t e s t i m o n y  and amendments) 

E r n i e  P o s t ,  r e p r e s e n t i n g  Montana S t a t e  AFL-CIO a l s o  a p p e a r e d  
i n  s u p p o r t  o f  SB 8 6 .  H e  e x p l a i n e d  why t h e  amendments w e r e  made. 
A s  w r i t t e n  under  t h e  b i l l ,  e v e r y  c o n t r a c t o r  would have t o  r e p o r t  
t o  t h e  p u b l i c  o f f i c e r  e v e r y  week a  s i g n e d  r e p o r t  o f  t h e  wages. Tha t  
would be  v e r y  h a r d  on t h e  c o n t r a c t o r .  These anendments would pro-  
v i d e  f o r  c o m p e t i t i v e  b i d d i n g ,  r e a s o n a b l e  enforcement  and a v o i d  worker  
u n r e s t .  W e  want t o  make t h i s  b i l l  workab le  and e n f o r c e a b l e .  W e  
t h i n k  t h e s e  amendments a r e  more t h a n  needed and w i l l  p r o v i d e  c l a r i t y  
f o r  eve ryone .  
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V i n c e n t  Bosh, r e p r e s e n t i n g  Montana S t a t e  Branch  o f  O p e r a t i n g  
E n g i n e e r s  a n d  L o c a l  400,  a p p e a r e d  i n  s u p p o r t  o f  t h i s  b i l l .  I f  w e  
t u r n  f rom t h e  D a v i s  Bacon A c t ,  o u r  c o n t r a c t o r s  t h a t  employee  t h e  
u n i o n  p e o p l e  w i l l  b e  i n  a n  u n f a i r  p l a c e  a n d  u n f a i r  u n i o n s .  

S e n a t o r  Lockrem s t a t e d  t h a t  h e  would a g r e e  on amendments.  
The s t r u c t u r e  o f  mos t  o f f i c e s  now are i n  a d u a l  role  and  m o s t  o f  
them h a v e  a l - r e a d y  set  up  t h e  week ly  s t a t e m e n t  r e p o r t .  I t  i s  n o t  
t h a t  much work. I would l i k e  t o  g e t  t h i s  b i l l  i n  a  w o r k a b l e  form.  
T h e  amendments a r e  a m b i t i o u s  and  would a t  l e a s t  g e t  u s  moving.  

G e n e r a l  d i s c u s s i o n  w a s  t h e n  h e l d  b y  t h e  committee. The e f f e c -  
t i v e  d a t e  would b e  somewhat o f  a  p rob lem b e c a u s e  t h e  m a j o r i t y  o f  
t h e  c o n t r a c t s  e x p i r e  on  A p r i l  31. T e r r y  B a s s  a l so  s t a t e d  h e  would 
go  a l o n g  w i t h  t h e  amendments. M r .  S o f t i c h  s t a t e d  it i s  v e r y  d i f f i c u l t  
t o  d e f i n e  a  Montana r e s i d e n t .  John  B o b i n s k i  w i l l  l o o k  up  a n d  see 
when a p e r s o n  i s  r e a l l y  a  Montana r e s i d e n t  a n d  p r e s e n t  h i s  i n f o r m a t i o n  
t o  t h e  commi t t ee .  

CONSIDERATION O F  SB 264: An a c t  l i m i t i n g  t o  a c o u n t y  t h e  
d r e a  h which  a  s t a n d a r d  p r e v a i l i n g  r a t e  o f  wages may be d e t e r m i n e d .  

S e n a t o r  H a r o l d  L. Dover ,  D i s t r i c t  24 ,  C h i e f  S p o n s o r  o f  t h e  
b i l l ,  i n t r o d u c e d  S B  264 t o  t h e  c o m m i t t e e .  T h i s  b i l l  i s  a c t u a l l y  
l o o k i n g  a t  SB 8 6  a  l i t t l e  d i f f e r e n t l y .  T h e r e  a r e  e i g h t  o r  n i n e  
c o u n t i e s  i n  t h e  S t a t e  o f  Montana t h a t  a r e  heavy  l a b o r  c o u n t i e s  
and  u n d e r  c o l l e c t i v e  b a r g a i n i n g .  Many o f  t h e  o t h e r  c o u n t i e s  a r e  
low income c o u n t i e s  and  d o  n o t  h a v e  t h e  money t o  compete  w i t h  t h e  
l a b o r i n g  c o u n t i e s .  They do n o t  t a k e  i n t o  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  t h e  
p r o b l e m s  t h a t  t h e s e  small r u l e  s c a l e s  have .  T h e r e  a r e  d i f f e r e n t  
s c a l e s  f o r  d i f f e r e n t  j o b s  and  no  way c a n  t h e  s m a l l e r  o n e s  b e  i n  
c o m p e t i t i o n  w i t h  t h e  l a r g e  c o u n t i e s .  S B  2 6 4  p u r p o s e s  l o c a l  e m -  
p loymen t .  I t  i s  o n l y  f a i r  to local  people to g e t  t h e  jobs t h a t  
a r e  open  i n  t h e i r  towns .  W e  s h o u l d  se t  t h e  s c a l e  by t h e  c o u n t y  
l i n e s .  

T h e r e  b e i n g  n o  f u r t h e r  p r o p o n e n t s  t o  SB 264,  S e n a t o r  L e e  
a s k e d  f o r  t h e  o p p o n e n t s .  

Tony S o f t i c h ,  r e p r e s e n t i n g  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  o f  Labor  S t a n d a r d s  
D i v i s i o n ,  a p p e a r e d  i n  o p p o s i t i o n  t o  t h i s  b i l l .  I t  would p r e s e n t  
a monumental  t a s k  t o  d e t e r m i n e  wages i n  e a c h  c o u n t y  w i t h o u t  a  
f o r m u l a  and  p r o v i d e  c o n t r a c t o r s  u n d e r  c o l l e c t i v e  b a r g a i n i n g  t o  
e n t e r  i n t o  c o m p e t i t i v e  b i d d i n g  a n d  d e n y  s u c h  c o n t r a c t o r s  f rom 
o t h e r  c o u n t i e s  a n  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  u n d e r t a k e  v a r i o u s  c o n t r a c t s .  
(See  a t t a c h e d  t e s t i m o n y . )  

E r n i e  P o s t ,  r e p r e s e n t i n g  Montana S t a t e ,  AFL-CIO,  a p p e a r e d  i n  
o p p o s i t i - o n  t o  SB 2 6 4 .  I am somewhat amazed t h a t  a c o n t r a c t o r  
would come up w i t h  s u c h  l e g i s l a t i o n .  The l o c a l  p e o p l e  w i l l  b e  
more c o m p e t i t i v e  i n  t h i s  a r e a .  I t  would b e  g i v i n g  non-union j o b s  
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tile r i g h t  t o  be c o m p e t i t i v e ,  among1 , j j  I %  t hemge lves .  T h i s  b i l l  o n l y  
discriminates a g a i n s t  l a b o r .  f " I 

V i n c e n t  J. Bosh, Montana S t a t e  Branch o f  O p e r a t i n g  E n g i n e e r s ,  
and Loca l  4 0 0 ,  a p p e a r e d  i n  o p p o s i t i o n  t o  t h i s  b i l l .  I have t o  be 
opposed t o  t h i s  b i l l .  W e  t o o k  a n  o b l i g a t i o n  many y e a r s  ago  t o  
n e g o t i a t e  c o n t r a c t s  w i t h  un ion  c o n t r a c t o r s .  I f  t h i s  law was p u t  
i n t o  e f f e c t ,  o u r  un ion  c o n t r a c t s  would go  down t h e  d r a i n .  There  
would be no more c o m p e t i t i o n .  I want t o  s u p p o r t  o u r  l o c a l  con- 
t r a c t s  i n  t h e  s t a t e .  They a r e  i n  t h e  m a j o r i t y .  

Harold  Dover s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  change t h a t  h a s  t a k e n  p l a c e  i n  
t h i s  b i l l  eve ryone  would g e t  a l o n g  w i t h .  W e  a r e  d i s c r i m i n a t i n g  
aqainst t h e  t a x  p a y e r  now. There a r e  d i f f e r e n c e s  i n  o u r  commun- 
i t i e s  and t h i s  s h o u l d  be t a k e n  i n t o  c o n s i d e r a t i o n .  I d o n ' t  see 
how m y  b i l l  i s  g o i n g  t o  e f f e c t  t h e  l a b o r  c o u n t i e s .  

Genera l  d i s c u s s i o n  was t h e n  h e l d  by t h e  committee.  

C0:JSIDEIIATION OF SB 272: An a c t  t o  c l a r i f y  t h e  l i c e n s i n g  
of c r a n e  o p e r a t o r s .  

S e n a t o r  Chet  B l a y l o c k ,  Ch ie f  Sponsor o f  t h i s  b i l l ,  i n t r o d u c e d  
SB 2 7 2  t o  t h e  Committee. S e n a t e  B i l l  272 r e f e r s  t o  c r a n e  and 
h o i s t  l i c e n s e s .  I t  c o n c e r n s  t h e  r e q u i r e m e n t s  of t h e  c r a n e  oper-  
a t o r s  and t h e  y e a r s  of  e x p e r i e n c e .  I t  was a g r e e d  on t o  amend t h i s  
b i l l  and t o  c o n s i d e r  b o t h  t o n s  and boom l e n g t h  i n s t e a d  of j u s t  
one .  

T e r r y  Bass ,  r e p r e s e n t i n g  Montana C o n t r a c t o r s  A s s o c i a t i o n ,  
appeared  i n  s u p p o r t  of t h i s  b i l l .  W e  a r e  p r o p o s i n g  t h r e e  amend- 
ments .  The f i r s t  amendment i s  t o  amend page  1, s e c t i o n  1, l i n e  
1 7 .  S t r i k e :  " o r " ,  I n s e r t :  "and" .  Amend page 1, s e c t i o n  1, 
l i n e  1 4 .  s t r i k e :  " o r " ,  I n s e r t :  "and" .  And  t h e  t h i r d  amend- 
ment t o  amend page 2 ,  s e c t i o n  1, l i n e  15. S t r i k e :  " o r " ,  I n s e r t :  
"and" .  The r e a s o n  for t h e s e  changes  i s  t h a t  t h e  b i l r a s  p r e -  
s e n t l y  w r i t t e n  needs  more r e i n f o r c e m e n t .  W e  a r e  s a y i n g  t o  g e t  
more i n s p e c t i o n  and s a f e t y .  

B i l l  P o t t s ,  r e p r e s e n t i n g  Missou la  County Trade  and Labor 
C o u n c i l ,  appeared  i n  s u p p o r t  of  t h i s  b i l l .  T h i s  i s  a c l e a n  up of  
t h e  c r a n e  l i c e n s i n g  law. The need f o r  t h i s  i s  t h a t  it i s  nec- 
e s s a r y  t o  more e f f e c t i v e l y  a d m i n i s t r a t e  t h e  law and i n s u r e  sa fe  
o p e r a t i o n s  of  c r a n e s  i n  t h e  s t a t e .  W e  a g r e e  on t h e  changes  
t h a t  s h o u l d  be made. 

V i n c e n t  J .  Bosh, Montana S t a t e  Branch of O p e r a t i n g  E n g i n e e r s ,  
a p p e a r e d  i n  s u p p o r t  o f  t h i s  b i l l .  S e n a t e  B i l l  272 is  a  very  i m -  
p o r t a n t  b i l l  t o  u s .  I t  h a s  a l o t  o f  merit i n  i t s  o r i g i n a l  form 
and w i t h  t h e  amendments. W e  a g r e e  w i t h  t h e  amendments. 
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General discussion was then held by the committee. Senator 
Nelson was concerned about the written examinations that an 
appli-cant must pass to obtain an engineers license. There are 
old-timers who may not know how to read or write. Mr. Briggerman, 
Division of Workers' Compensation, explained that in cases such 
as these, an oral examination would be given. Mr. Bass explained 
that the word "written" was used for uniformity in the procedure 
and could not be changed. 

Senator Blaylock made a motion that the committee accept the 
amendments submitted by Mr. Bass. The motion carried unanimously. 

Senator Blaylock then moved that Senate Bill 272 DO PASS. 
All members voted "aye" except Senator Nelson voted "nay". 

ADJOURN:  

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned 
at 1 0 : 5 5  a.m. 
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SENATE BILL 3b SERVES 2 PRINCIPAL FUNCTIONS, FIRST, 

D E L E T I N G  R E P E T I T I V E  LANGUAGE, AN3SECOND, R E Q U I R I N G  S U B M I S S I O N  

OF PAYROLL RECORDS TO CONTRACT1 NG AGEi4C I ES : 

SECTION 41-73;, WHICH THIS BILL ADDRESSES, IS KNOW AS THE 

LITTLE ~ A V I S  BACON ACT W ~ I C ~  ESTABLISHES PREDETERMINED MINIMUM 

WAGES I N  F U B L I C  WORKS COI'dTRACTS: 

114 T r lE  CONSTRUCTI0I.I  IISIDUSTFIY T H I S  I S  OI'JE OF THE HOST 

IMPORTANT P I E C E S  OF L E G I S L A T I O N  TO CONTR,'ICTORS ArJD WORKERS A L I K E :  

IT INTENDS TO ASSURE THAT A L L  CO?4TRACTORS HAVE AFI OPPORTUAITY 

TO ENTER I > t T O  COIYPETITIVE B I D D I N G  ON A?l EOUAL BASIS ,  AND ASSURES 

PIORKERS OF PROPE? WAGES: 

I~ONEVER, A S  THE ACT IS CURRENTLY WZITTEN, MORE CLARIFICATION 

AND EPJFORCEMENT I S  NEEDED FOR CONTRACTING AGENCIES, CONTRACTO3S 

AND WORKERS, A[dD I S H A L L  SUBMIT  APPROPYIATE AMENDMENTS TOWARDS 

T H I S  END, 

SURELY REGULATIONS COULD HAVE BEEN ADOPTED, BUT TO HAVE DONE 

SO PIOULD AAVE Ejf EN A N  INFRINGEMENT OF LEG1 S L A T I V E  PREROGATIVE, 

AS  WILL B E  CLEASLY SEEN B Y  THE AMENDMEiqTS 1 RECOMMEND I F  WE ARE 

TO MEET T i l E  F U L L  O B J E C T I V E  OF T d I S  L E G I S L A T I O N :  

THE BIGGEST AMOUI~T OF OUR CONTRACTORS I~JTERESTED I N  PUBLIC 

WORKS ARE UNDER C O L L E C T I V E  B A R G A I N I N E  ACPEEXENTS AND WAGE ZATES 

ARE MUTUALLY NEGOTIATED,  THOSE RATES S i i 3ULD B E  THE PREDETERItIPJED 

M I N I M U M  RATES I i 4  P U B L I C  WORKS CONTRACTS I F  T Y E S E  CONTRACTORS ARE 

TO HAVE ECIUALITY I N  B I D D I N G  ON SUCH PROJECTS: 



THERE IS NO OTHER METHOD TO DETERPINE MINIMUN WAGE IF 

E Q U A L I T Y  I S  TO B E  AFFORDED, 

i " ; A i i ~  CONTRACTORS DO NOT PROVIDE THE SAME RATES OF WAGESJ 

PARTICULARLY THOSE CONTRACTORS FROM ADJACENT STATES THAT 

E!iTER I N T O  CONTRACT WITHIbJ OUR STATE, 

TO ENCOURAGE CONTRACTORS TO COMPLY W I T i i  THE LAW) A 

SINGULAR SHEET SHOULD B E  INSERTED I IJTO S P E C I F I C A T I O N S  OF T H E  

COijTRACT C A L L I N G  T H E I R  ATTE;iTION TO THE L A N ,  

TO M I f J I M I Z E  THE COST TO COi4T!?ACTC)RSJ PAYROLL RECORDS FOR 

THE PROJECT SiiOULD B E  SUMITTED 7-0 THE CONT9ACTING AGENCY ONLY 

WHEN REQUESTED BY THE DEPARTMENT OF LABOR AND INDUSTRY, 

GENERALLY, COLLECT1 VE B A R G A I N I N G  CONTRACTS A Z E  LJY I FORl? I N  

II  
EACH COUNTY OR AREA) HOb4EVE2j THERE ARE SOME SO C A L L E D  I N -  

PLANT C O N T ~ A C T S "  WHICH DO PROVIDE LOWER RATES, AND SOME 

COidTKACTORS ATTEMPT TO U T I L I Z E  THE LOWER R A T E S  ON P U B L I C  WORKS 

COi iTRACTS, THIS SHOULD B E  C L A R I F I E D  SO T H A T  THE H I G H E S T  

PREDETERHINED MI Id IMUM WAGE RATE MUST B E  USED FOR ANY S P E C I F I C  

C L A S S I F I C A T I O N  OF WORK, 

THE ACT ALSO PROVIDES A PENALTY OF $25,0O PER DAY PER 

M A I ~  FOR VIOLATION OF T A E  ACT AND THE CCIMMISSIONER OF LABOR 

AND II~DUSTRY MAY MAINTAIN AN ACTIW IH !)I STRICT COURT TO 

RECOVER A L L  SUCH FORFEITURES DUE) BUT ONLY AFTER THE 

COMPLE'TION OF THE PROJECT AND ACCEPTANCE B Y  THE CONTRACTING 

AGENCY j WH I C i i  WOULD ANOUiUT TO THOUSANDS O F  DOLLARS n 



THIS I S  L I K E  CLOSIFJG THE BARN DOOR AFTER THE HORSE I S  GONE, 

FOR T H E  B E N E F I T  OF THE CO!dTRACTORJ Ti-lERE SHOULD B E  A . 

P R O V I S I  Oi i  THAT UPOFJ A COMPLAINT OF V I O L A T I O M J  THE LIEPARTTIENT 

OF LABOR A ( ~ D  INDUSTRY SHOULD INVESTIGATE THE COMPLAINT UNDER 

THE P R O V I S I O N S  OF CHAPTER 13) TITLE 41, K n C , H ,  1947 (PAYMENT 

OF WAGES) D U R I N G  THE L I F E  OF THE CONTRACTJ AND ENDEAVOR TO 

B R I N G  ABOUT COMPLIANCE PRIOR TO PURSUING THE L E G A L  A C T I O N  

PROVIDED I N  THE ,!cT, 

THIS ACT HAS BEEi4 AMENDED SEVERAL TIMES, BUT ALWAYS LACKED 

C L A R I T Y  TO CONT3ACTING AGENCIES, CONTRACTORS APJD WORKERS, 

THE Af"IENDr4ENTS T H I S  OFF I C E  RECOMMENDS CJOULD PROVIDE FOR 

C O M P E T I T I V E  B I D D I N G  A N 3  C L A R I F Y  T i i E  O B L I G A T I O N S  OF EVERYONE 

EiqTER I ;dG I N T O  P U B L I C  WORKS COi4TRACTS P R O V I D E  REASONABLE 

ENFORCEflENTJ A'JOID VJORKER UNREST AND P O S S I B L E  WORM STOPPAGESJ 

AND AVOIDANCE OF LEGAL ACTIONS AGAINST THE DEPARTMENT OF LABOR 

AND IND~STRY IN DETERMINATIONS OF MINIMUM WAGE AND ENFORCEPENT 

OF T H E  ACT,  



4~{E$KlME$l TS TO SENATE BILL 8 I 

AMEND TITLE TO READ: 

AN ACT TO GWERALLY REVISE SECI-ION 41-701 R I  CII1, 19:47) 

REQUIRING T ~ E  COMMISSIONER OF LABOR AND I~~DUSTRY TO DETERMINE THE 

STANDARD P R E V A I L I N G  RATEOFWAGES; P R O V I D I N G  FOR PROCEDURES FOFi 

COMPLIANCE OF T H I S  ACT; P R O V I D I N G  PROCEDURES T O  INSURE PAYMENT OF 

P R E V A I L I N G  RATE OF WAGES; P R O V I D I N G  FOR S U B M I S S I O N  OF PAYROLL 

RECORDS; P R O V I D I N G  FOR HIGHER RATE OF WAGES WHERE 2 08 MORE 

AGREEMElJTS ARE I N  EFFECT; P 2 O V I D I N G  FOR N O T I C E  O F  T H I S  ACT I N  A L L  

COaTRACTS, 

LINE 9 AFTER "TRAVEL ALLOWANCE P ~ O V I  s I OILS", ADD: 

"AND APPRENTICESHIP AND TRAINING PROGRAMS IN 

EFFECT" 

LINE 18 AFTER "BY OTHER CONTEACTORS"~  ADD: 

"U,VDER COLLECTIVE BARGAINING AGREEMENT" 

LINE 23 AFTER "ABOVE MENTIONED PROVISIONS IN IT") ADD: 
). 

"SHALL CONTAIN ON A SINGLE PAGE OF THE CONTRACT 

I N  BOLD FACE TYPE)  STANDARD P R E V A I L I N G  RATE OF 

WAGES I N C L U D I N G  F R I N G E  B E N E F I T S  FOR NORK B E I N G  

PERFORMED UNDER T H I S  CONTRACT A S  DETERMINED BY 

THE COMMISSIOi lER WILL APPLY,  

CHANGE LINES 5, 6, AND 7 TO READ: "SUBMIT 

PAYROLL RECORDS TO CONTZACTING AGENCY UPON 



PAGE 5 

L I N E  S AFTER "COLLECTIVE BARGA I N  I NG AGREEMENTS", ADD : 

"PROVIDED THAT W H E R E  TWO OR M O R E  COLLECTIVE 

i 3 A R G A I i i I N G  AGREEMENTS E X I S T  T H E  H I G H E R  R A T E  S i i A L L  

P R E V A I L  W I T H I N  T H A T  S P E C I F I C  J O B  C L A S S I F I C A T I O N  

AS D E T E R M I N E D  BY THE C O M M I S S I O N E R "  

ADD N E W  S E C T I O N :  

" U P O ~ I  R E C E I P T  O F  W R I T T E N  C O M P L A I N T  OF POSSBILE V I O L A T I O I ~  

O F  T H I S  A C T  T i i E  DEPARTMENT O F  LABOR AND I N D U S T R Y  S H A L L  

INVEST I GATE THE COMPLA I NT U N D E R  P R O V I  s I ON OF CHAPTER 13, Pi: 
T I T L E  41, R.C.M. 1947 D U R I N G  L I F E  O F  THE CONTRACT A N D  

S H A L L  ENDEAVOR T O  B R I N G  ABOUT C O M P L I A N C E  P R I O R  T O  P U R S U I N G  

L E G A L  A C T I O N  A S  P R O V I D E D  I N  T H E  ACT" 



I AM TONY SOFTICH, ADMINISTRATOR OF THE LABOR STANDARDS 

DIVISION, DEPARTMENT OF LABOR AND INDUSTRY, 

I APPEAR IN OPPOSITION TO S,  E, 24'4 ONLY BECAUSE IT WOULD 

PRESENT A MOidUMENTAL TASK TO DETERMINE WAGES I N  EACH COUNTY 

WITHOUT A FORMULA, P\ND PROVIDE CONTRACTORS UNDER COLLECT I V E  

B A R G A I N I N G  AGREEMENT TO ENTER I N T O  C O f P E T I T I V E  B IDDING,  AND 

DENY SUCH C0;dTRACTORS FROM OTHER COUYTIES AN OPPORTUi4 I T Y  TO 

UiJDERTAKE 'JAR I OUS CONTRACTS 

THERE ARE 2 MAJOR CATEGORIES OF WAGE DETERMINATION, ONE 

IS BUILDING CONSTRUCTION, THE OTHER IS HEAVY AND HIGHWAY, THEY 

COVER 1J MAJOR CRAFTS, EACH CRAFT C O N T A I N I J G  VARIOUS S K I L L S  BROKEi i  

I N T O  J O B  C L A S S I F I C A T I O N S ,  

IN THESE CRAFTS THERE A 2 E  NOT LESS THAN 738 J O B  C L A S S I F I C A T I O N S J  

EACH REQUIRING A SEPERATE WAGE SCALE, FOR INSTANCE, OPERATING 

ENGINEERS HAVE 132 J O B  C L A S S I F I C A T I O N S ,  EACH ONE DESIGNED FOR 

VARIOUS TYPES AND SIZES OF EQUIPMENT, THE TEAMSTERS HAVE 32, 

TAE LABORERS 54, AND DOWN TO 1 FOR ASBESTOS WORKERS, 

THE RATE OF WAGES VARY IN BUILDING CONTRUCTION FROM HEAVY 

AND HIGHWAY I N  MOST EVERY C L A I S S I F C A T I O N ,  

UNDER S 8  B,  264 FOR EVERY PROJECT UNDER PUBLIC WORKS, A TASK 

FORCE WOULD B E  REQUIRED FOR A WAGE D E T E R M I N A T I O 3 J  WHICH WOULD 

S T I L L  BE SUBJECT TO J U D I C I A L  REVIEW AND P O T E N T I A L  L I A B I L I T Y  A C T I O N  

A G A I N S T  T H E  DEPARTMENT, 

THI s COULD BE AYD ADMIN I STRATIVE NIGHTMARE REQUIRING NUCH 

PERSONNEL AND A COSTLY EXPENDITURE TO THE STATE, 

THE RECOMMENDATION THIS OFFICE PROPOSED IN S , B ,  86, WHICH 



ADDRESSES I T S E L F  TO THE SAME QIJESTIONJ WOULD RESOLVE THE PROBLEM 

OF PREDETERMINED M I N I M U M  WAGES I N  P U B L I C  WORKS CONTRACTS, AND 

I RECOMMEND A DO NOT PASS ON SENATE BILL 264, 



JOB CLASS I FI  CAT1 ONS I I'J EACfI C M F T  

ASBESTOS 

BO I LERMAKEKS 

BRICKLAYERS 

CARPENTERS 

E L E C T R I C  IAAS 

MARBEL F1ASONS 
CEMENT MASONS 

OPERATING ENGINEERS 

P A I N T E R S  

PLUMBERS 

ROOFERS 

SHEET F E T A L  WORKERS 

TEAMSTERS 



Fir. Chairmsn and members of t h e  committee: 

My name i s  Bill P o t t s .  I l i v e  a t  1627 South 7 i f t h  S t r e e t  

hes t ,  Missoula. I am Safe ty  Representat ive of the 14issoula 

County Yr~des and Labor Council and Safety Chairman of Local 

B r 5 ,  United Faper Workers. I wish t o  t e s t i f y  i n  f a v o r  of Senate 

L i l l  272. 

T h i s  i s  a clezn-up of the  crane  l i c e n s i n g  l a w .  The need f o r  

tL:i3 is  t h a t  i t  i s  necessary t o  more e f f e c t i v e l y  admin i s t r a t e  

t:he law arid i n s u r e  safe o-jeration of c ranes  i n  the  s t a t e .  

Labor ,  t he  employers, and t h e  Divis ion of dorkers  Compen- 

s ~ t i o n  were c o n s u l t e d  and n~ .ve  zgreed on t h e  cilantyes. 

I w l l l  b e  g l ad  t o  answer any ( luest ions the members of 

t n e  Corn~~~i  i; tee  have. 




