
MINUTES OF THE MEETING 

PUBLIC HWTH, WELFARE AND SAFETY COMMITTEE 

February 5,  1977 

The t w e l f t h  meeting o f  t h e  P u b l i c  Hea l th ,  Welfare and S a f e t y  
Committee began a t  approximately  11:15 A.M. on t h e  above d a t e ,  c a l l e d  
t o  o r d e r  by Chairman S tan  Stephens  i n  Room 405 of  t h e  S t a t e  C a p i t o l  
Bui ld ing ,  Helena, Montana. 

ROLL CALL: A l l  members were p r e s e n t .  

DISPOSITION -A- --- OF SENATE BILL 310: Chairman Stephens  announced 
t h a t  SB310 would n o t  be heard  i n  P u b l i c  Hea l th ,  Welfare and S a f e t y  
Committee. With t h e  s p o n s o r ' s  concurrence,  t h e  b i l l  w i l l  go t o  Sena te  
Local  Government Committee. 

CONSIDERATION OF SENATE BILL 221: Chairman Stephens  t h e n  
tu rned  t h e  meet ing o v e r  t o  Sena to r  E t c h a r t ,  who exp la ined  h i s  b i l l .  
The Glascow Sena to r  i n t roduced  t h i s  b i l l  because of a  problem t h a t  
has  developed i n  Montana's smaller communities r ega rd ing  o u r  x-ray 
t e c h n i c i a n s .  H e  t h i n k s  t h e  1975 L e g i s l a t u r e  went t o o  f a r  i n  adopt ing  
t h e  l i c e n s u r e  of r a d i o l o g i c  t e c h n i c i a n s .  Therefore ,  Sena to r  E t c h a r t ' s  
b i l l  would remove t h e  l i c e n s i n g  requi rements  from t h e  law ( S e c t i o n s  
66-3701 through 66-3712 and S e c t i o n  82A-1602.28). H e  then  tu rned  t h e  
meeting over  t o  Chad Smith, who in t roduced  proponents  o f  t h e  b i l l .  

Those proponents  o f  t h e  b i l l  t e s t i f y i n g  were: 

Chad Smith, Montana H o s p i t a l  Assn. and c e r t a i n  r a d i o l o g i s t s  
and t e c h n i c i a n s  -d 

Richard H e i m ,  M.D., S t a f f  R a d i o l o g i s t ,  Ronan, P l a i n s  and 
S t .  I g n a t i u s  

J i m  Ger lach,  M.D., Glendive 
J. W. Agnew, M.D. B i l l i n g s  
Grant  M. ~ T n n ,  Execut ive  Director, C la rk  Fork Va l l ey  

H o s p i t a l ,  P l a i n s  
Thyle Hopstad, Admin i s t r a to r ,  Deaconess H o s p i t a l ,  Glascow 
R. Bryce Icenoggle ,  x-ray t e c h n i c i a n ,  C la rk  Fork Va l l ey  

H o s p i t a l ,  P l a i n s  
William Leary,  Execut ive  V i c e  P r e s i d e n t ,  Montana H o s p i t a l  

Assoc i a t i on .  

Before  i n t r o d u c i n g  o t h e r s ,  Chad Smith f u r t h e r  exp la ined  t h e  
b i l l  by say ing  t h i s  1975 l a w  was passed a t  t h e  i n s i s t e n c y  o f  t h o s e  
who s a i d  t h i s  would e s t a b l i s h  s t a n d a r d s  of  competency of  x-ray t e c h n i -  
c i a n s .  T h i s  exper iment ,  he s a i d ,  has  f a i l e d .  By r e p e a l i n g  t h i s  a c t ,  
a  more l o g i c a l  means of  de te rmin ing  t h e  competency o f  t h e s e  persons  
would be al lowed t o  f u n c t i o n .  H e  t h i n k s  t h e r e  is  no way s t a n d a r d s  of 
competency can be admin i s t e r ed  i n  Helena th rough  l i c e n s i n g .  X-ray 



t e c h n i c i a n s  work f o r  p h y s i c i a n s  and r a d i o l o g i s t s :  t h e i r  purpose i s  t o  
come up wi th  proper  x-rays  f o r  t h a t  doc to r .  It  i s  t h e  h ighe r  l e v e l  
of e x p e r t i s e  i n  t h e  f i e l d  who w i l l  i n s t r u c t  t h e  t e c h n i c i a n  and g i v e  
on-the-job t r a i n i n g .  There i s  no p r a c t i c a l  way t h i s  t y p e  of supe rv i s ion  
can be e x e r c i s e d  through any type  o f  l i c e n s i n g  from Helena. The law is  
unnecessary and has  been poor ly  adminis te red .  The manner i n  which it 
i s  w r i t t e n  i s  poor .  The g r a n d f a t h e r  c l a u s e  o f  t h i s  a c t  h a s  n o t  been 
honored. Smith in t roduced:  

D r .  Richard Helm t e s t i f i e d  he i s  n o t  opposed t o  t h e  i o n i z i n g  
r a d i a t i o n  no r  t h e  people  u s ing  t h e  x-ray b u t  he  i s  opposed t o  t h e  
e x i s t i n g  law and s u p p o r t s  any l e g i s l a t i o n  d e a l i n g  f a i r l y  w i th  a l l  
f a c e t s  of  t h e  use  of i o n i z i n g  r a d i a t i o n  and w i t h  t h o s e  people  showing 
p r o f i c i e n c y  and competency i n  t h e  u se  o f  such r a d i a t i o n  (see E x h i b i t  " A " ) .  

D r .  J i m  Ger lack t e s t i f i e d  t h a t  he s e r v e s  i n  many communities 
i n  t h e i r  h o s p i t a l s .  H e  needs  h e l p  i n  t h e s e  h o s p i t a l s  b u t  s a y s  he  cannot  
e n t i c e  AARTS t o  come o u t  t h e r e .  I n  t h e  meantime, he has  supe rv i sed  t h e  
t e c h n i c i a n s  i n  t h e  x-ray depar tments  and has  succeeded i n  g i v i n g  them 
on-the-job t r a i n i n g  t o  t h e  p o i n t  t h a t  t h e y  now have up-graded t h e s e  
depar tments  cons ide rab ly ,  even though t h e  non- reg is te red  t e c h n i c i a n s  
do n o t  have t h e  two y e a r s '  t r a i n i n g  and theory .  They a r e  p rov id ing  
a neces sa ry  s e r v i c e .  He po in t ed  o u t  t h e  problems involved i n  t h e  
t e c h n i c i a n s  complying wi th  t h e  p r e s e n t  l a w .  Ger lach does  n o t  t h i n k  
many of  h i s  t e c h n i c i a n s  can p a s s  t h e  up-coming exam. H e  s a y s  t h e  
l i c e n s u r e  law w i l l  c l o s e  some of  t h e  r u r a l  h o s p i t a l s .  

D r .  J. W. Agnew r u n s  an x-ray school  o f  technology.  H e  s t a t e d  
t h e  r e p e a l  o f  t h i s  b i l l  w i l l  do no th ing  t o  j eopa rd i ze  p u b l i c  h e a l t h  
and s a f e t y  which can be p r o t e c t e d  by a  p e e r  rev iew o r g a n i z a t i o n  which 
could be a c t i v a t e d  t o  moni tor  t h e  q u a l i t y  o f  x-rays .  

Grant  M. Winn t e s t i f i e d  n e x t ,  making t h e  p o i n t  t h a t ,  e s s e n t i a l l y ,  
t h e  c o n t i n u a t i o n  of t h e  p r e s e n t  l a w  w i l l  i n c r e a s e  t h e  c o s t  of h e a l t h  
c a r e  i n  Montana ( s e e  E x h i b i t  '"Iv). 

Thyle Hopstad from G l a s g o w  gave an  example o f  how c l o s e  h i s  
h o s p i t a l  came t o  c l o s i n g ,  due t o  having o n l y  one person  i n  t h e i r  x-ray 
department - they  could  n o t  f i n d  an AART o r  non - reg i s t e r ed  t e c h n i c i a n .  
Hopstad s a i d  d o c t o r s  work c l o s e l y  wi th  t e c h n i c i a n s  i n  t h e  r u r a l  h o s p i t a l s  - 
t h e  q u a l i t y  of  h e a l t h  care i s  n o t  going t o  be inc reased  o r  decreased  
by ab id ing  by t h e  c u r r e n t  l i c e n s u r e  act.  

R. Bruce Icenoqgle  s a i d  though t h e y  a r e  i n  a  r u r a l  a r e a ,  t hey  
s t i l l  practice qood medicine.  H e  complained t h a t ,  i n  t h e  l i c e n s i n g ,  
t h e y  w i l l  n o t  t a k e  i n t o  account  t h e  on-the-job t r a i n i n g  and background. 
Some h i g h l y  competent people  have n o t  even r e c e i v e d  a  pe rmi t ;  t h e y  have 
t o  pay a  f e e  t o  t a k e  t h e  exam. Conversely ,  Icenoggle  s a i d ,  t h e  a p p l i -  
c a t i o n  of o f  x - rays  should  be  r e g u l a t e d ;  t h e r e  c e r t a i n l y  i s  a  need f o r  
t h e  l i c e n s i n g  law. However, it should  be  as  a r e s u l t  from i n p u t  from 
a l l  people ,  n o t  j u s t  a smal l  group. W e  have t o  have l i c e n s u r e  o f  people ,  
who m e r i t  t h i s  l i c e n s u r e .  Grandfa ther  c l a u s e  i s  ambiguous and m i s -  



intrepeted by the Baord. It's time to start over again -- let's re- 
write the law with input from everyone (see Exhibit "C."). 

William Leary said the problem is obviously a rural hospital 
situation in that the hospitals in the larger cities really would not 
be a£ fected by this law, they have more than one in their x-ray de- 
partment. The problem exists in Montana's smaller communities where 
they have only one technician who provides all x-rays for the whole 
community. He added that there is nothing in either Medicaid or Med- 
icare which designates the qualifications of the technicians taking 
the x-rays. The HEW declared a moratorium gn further licensure of 
allied health personnel across the nation; that moratorium held for 
many years and why we ever let House B i l l .  45 pass in 1975 is beyond 
him. By repealing this bill, it would allow the people involved the 
chance to meet and jointly solve their problems, based upon what may 
come out as federal guidelines through the modifications in Medicare 
regulations currently in the process of being written. 

Chad Smith further testified that even in the grandfather clause, 
it says that those who have been in practice five out of the last six 
years of the effective date of the law, October 1976, 18-month con- 
tinuance period there, those that had five out of the six years after 
that date, many of those here today are those who have been hired dur- 
ing that five year period and who have been performing satisfactorily 
and up to the full degree of confidence expected by the radiologists 
for maybe 2, 3, 4 years, but still do not qualify. Smith said if 
further study were given to another, new licensure bill, he thought 
his people would support it. 

Those visitors standing in support of SB221 were: 

1. Jack Ramsey 
2. Barbara Knudson 
3. Jim Oliver, Administrator, St. Luke's,Hospital 
4. Donna Goodman, Billings 
5. Richard Ojala, Administrator, Trinity Hbspital 
6 .  Vonny Collingwood, Billings. 

Those Testifying in opposition of SB221 were: 

1. Don Pearson, President, Montana Society of Radiological 
Technologists 

2. Phil Harston, reaistered radiologist, Missoula 
3. Jim Winter,  re; Falls - 

4. Aren M. Miller, R.T., Butte Radiology Association 
5. Mary Lou Crawford, secretary, Board of Radiologis Technologists 
6. Larry Lofthouse, Chief Radiologist Technologist, St. Peter's. 

Don Pearson, in opposing the proposed legislation, brought out 
I the following points: (1) The x-ray fee structure in hospitals em- 

ploying AARTS is no more than those institutions using technicians, so is 



it b e t t e r  f o r  p u b l i c  h e a l t h  t o  charge t h e  same and have t h o s e  l e s s  
q u a l i f i e d  working t h e  x-ray machines? (2) Malprac t i ce  i n  Montana - 
could t h e  S t a t e  e v e r  be he ld  l i a b l e  f o r  x-ray overexposure  i f  w e  r e -  
p e a l  t h i s  law? ( 3 )  S t u d i e s  from o t h e r  s t a t e s  hav ing  similar laws 
on t h e  books have shown no s h o r t a g e s  i n  employees i n  x-ray depar tments .  
( 4 )  Does Montana want t o  r e p e a l  t h i s  l a w ,  on ly  t o  have Congress t e l l  
us what t o  do when it p a s s e s  some proposed l e g i s l a t i o n  on t h i s  v e r y  
problem? ( 5 )  Consider t h e  f a c t  t h a t  many people  i n  t h e  U.S. a r e  con- 
cerned abou t  n u c l e a r  r a d i a t i o n  - t h e  f a c t  i s ,  on ly  5 p e r c e n t  of  t h e  
t o t a l  r a d i a t i o n  o u r  bod ie s  endure  comes from n u c l e a r  - 95 p e r c e n t  
comes from r a d i a t i o n  used i n  medicine.  ( 6 )  A s  t o  t h e  r u r a l  a r e a s ,  
Pearson does  n o t  t h i n k  t h e  r u r a l  h o s p i t a l s  should  lower o r  weaken 
t h e i r  employee q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  s imply because t h e y  a r e  n o t  t h e  popu- 
l a t i o n  c e n t e r  of t h e  S t a t e .  Pearson does  n o t  b e l i e v e  t h i s  b i l l  should 
eve r  have g o t t e n  t h i s  f a r ;  t h e r e  a r e  t h r e e  p h y s i c i a n s  on t h e  Board who 
were neve r  approached on t h e  problem t h i s  l e g i s l a t i o n  i s  addres s ing .  
He d o e s n ' t  t h i n k  t h e  whole l a w  should be  r e p e a l e d  simply because no 
meeting has  been he ld  t o  go o v e r  t h e  problems. 

P h i l  Hars ton r ead  t h e  purpose of  t h e  b i l l .  He s a i d  he d i d n ' t  
t h i n k  t h i s  l i c e n s u r e  r e q u e s t  is t o o  much f o r  t h e  p u b l i c  t o  want. The 
t a l k  t h a t ,  th rough  t h i s  l e g i s l a t i o n ,  depar tments  w i l l  be s h u t  down and 
people o u t  o f  work i s  j u s t  n o t  t h e  c a s e .  The exam has  n o t  y e t  been 
completed. I t  h a s  been s a i d  t h e  examinat ion w i l l  be t o o  tough f o r  
people  t o  pas s .  I f  t h e y  are competent,  t hey  can pas s .  The problem 
of re-doing x-rays because t h e  d o c t o r  i s  n o t  s a t i s f i e d  wi th  t h e  f i r s t  
one,  i s  e x a c t l y  what t h i s  b i l l  add res se s .  The Montana Medical Associ- 
a t ion  has  made no e f f o r t  t o  m e e t  fo rmal ly  w i th  t h e  Board t o  go  o v e r  
t h e  problem a r e a s  of  t h e  l a w .  

J i m  Winter  submi t ted  w r i t t e n  tes t imony (see ~ x h i b i t  "El1' ) .  H e  
s a i d  SB221 would e l i m i n a t e  any q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  f o r  people  who o p e r a t e  
t h e  x-ray machines. The implementation o f  t h e  l a w  i s  n o t  y e t  complete.  

Aren M. Miller p r e s e n t e d  w r i t t e n  tes t imony (see E x h i b i t  "E"). 

Mary Lou Crawford, as  s e c r e t a r y  t o  h e r  Assoc i a t i on ,  p r e s e n t e d  
w r i t t e n  tes t imony concerning e x a c t l y  what t h e  p r e s e n t  s t a t u t e  s a y s ,  
how many pe rmi t s  and a p p l i c a t i o n s  have been r eques t ed  t o  d a t e .  (See Exhibi t  F.) 

Lar ry  T .  Lofthouse p re sen ted  w r i t t e n  tes t imony (see E x h i b i t  

V i s i t o r s  t hen  s t o o d  and i d e n t i f i e d  themselves  a s  opposing SB221: 

1. Sue T r e l o a r ,  R.T. ,  Missoula  
2. Denise Zechaun, R.D., Missoula 
3 .  Lar ry  Lofthouse,  R.T., Helena 
4 .  Edward Montgomery, R.T., B u t t e  
5. L o r e t t a  Montgomery, R.T., B u t t e  
6 .  Greg Bahny, K a l i s p e l l  
7. Pam Goldberg, B u t t e  
8.  K r i s t y  S a u e r b i e r ,  R.T., But te .  



Chairman Stephens  then  asked f o r  q u e s t i o n s  from t h e  Committee. 
The p o i n t  was brought  o u t  by Sena to r  Lee t h a t  t h e  t e c h n i c i a n  t a k i n g  
t h e  x-ray i s  supe rv i sed ;  t h a t  t h e  x-ray i s  o rde red  by t h e  a t t e n d i n g  
phys i c i an ;  t h a t  x-rays  a r e  n o t  i n d i s c r i m i n a t e l y  given by r e g i s t e r e d  
o r  non - reg i s t e r ed  t e c h n i c i a n s .  Sena tor  Rober t s  s a i d  he  t h i n k s  some 
of t h e  problems w i t h  t h e  c u r r e n t  l a w  may be t h e  r e s u l t  of vague, 
imprec i se  d ra f t smanship .  S e n a t o r  Rober ts  asked M r .  Leary why h i s  
people  d i d  n o t  t r y  t o  c l a r i f y  t h e s e  matters r a t h e r  t han  r e p e a l  t h e  
law, t o  which Leary responded t h a t  t h e  l a w  became e f f e c t i v e  October 1, 
1976, a f t e r  which they  began t o  see t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  involved - t hen  
they s t a r t e d  hea r ing  from t h e i r  people  around t h e  S t a t e ;  t h e r e  was 
l i t t l e  t ime l e f t  t o  s i t  down and amend. Rober ts  asked Leary i f  he o r  
h i s  a s s o c i a t e s  appeared a t  t h e  rule-making proceeding  where t h e s e  
r u l e s  w e r e  promulgated - Leary answered, no. 

Sena to r  Olson qu izzed  D r .  Ger lach a s  t o  t h e  number o f  AARTS 
working f o r  him i n  h i s  a r e a  o f  t h e  S t a t e  - answer: 4 - t o  which Sena to r  
Olson asked i f  t h e  d o c t o r  could  say  t h a t  non - reg i s t e r ed  t e c h s  have t o  re- 
t a k e  more x-rays  t han  r e g i s t e r e d  - answer: no d i f f e r e n c e .  Sena tor  Olson 
then  asked Hars ton i f  t h e i r  Board had con tac t ed  t h e  Montana Medical 
Assoc i a t i on  concerning t h e  law - answer was n e g a t i v e .  Sena to r  Rasmussen 
asked how many states have passed  similar l e g i s l a t i o n  t h u s  f a r  - answer 
was 5 s t a t e s ,  w i t h  a  t o t a l  o f  17  s t a t e s  working on it. Sena to r  H i m s l  
e s t a b l i s h e d  t h a t  t h e  Montana Medical ~ s s o c i a t i o n  took a n e u t r a l  s t and  
when t h i s  law was proposed i n  1975 L e g i s l a t u r e .  Sena to r  Rasmussen asked 
what  p r e c i p i t a t e d  t h e  law be ing  passed i n  1975 - t h e  answer w a s ,  n a t i o n a l  
i n t e r e s t  from a r t i c l e s  i n  magazines brought  i n q u i r y  from c i t i z e n s  i n  
Montana t o  t h e  Board. Leary s a i d  he knew o f  v e r y  few problems i n  t h e  
S t a t e  p r i o r  t o  t h e  1975 l a w ;  he thought  it w a s  t h e  Reader ' s  Diges t  a r t i c l e  
which drew p e o p l e ' s  a t t e n t i o n .  Sena tor  Norman asked La r ry  Lloyd from 
t h e  Department of Hea l th  and Environmental Sc i ences  i f ,  i n  h i s  per-  
s o n a l  op in ion ,  he w e r e  aware o f  an improper t e c h n i c  be ing  used i n  a  
h o s p i t a l  x-ray procedure ,  would t h e  Department have the power t o  s t o p  
it - t h e  op in ion  from M r .  Lloyd, speak ing  n o t  f o r  t h e  Department, was 
n e g a t i v e  . The hearing was concluded on SB221. 

ADJOURNMENT: With no f u r t h e r  b u s i n e s s  a t  t h i s  t i m e ,  t h e  Com- 
m i t t e e  adjourned t o  go t o  Sess ion .  

STAN STEPHENS, Chairman 
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a .  

E X H I B I T  "A" 

- Feb. 4, 1977 

,Is u qual i i ' l ed  d iacnr )s t ic  radio]-ogis t  s e r v i n g  t h e  community of Honan, P l a i n s  and 
S t .  i1;liatlus I would ask  your suppor t  i n  pas s ing  SB-221 which is f o r  r e p e a l  of t he  
1,7w zoncerulri:; i l c e n s u r e  of r n d i o l o ~ i c  t e c h n o l o g i s t s  c r e a t e d  under HR-45. 

1 would l i ke  t o  empllasize that I am i n  no way opposed t o  t h e  c o n t r o l  of t h e  use 
. , ,: icinlzing r a d i a t i o n ,  commonly c a l l e d  x-ray nor am I opposed t o  l i c e n s u r e  o f - t h o s e  
p e ~ p l e  ~.nvolved i n  us ing  t h a t  x-ray. 

1 a m  opposed t o  t h e  cu r r en t  law f ~ r  t h e  fo l lowing  reaaons:  

I.  The l a w  is ill conceived,  ill de f ined ,  con t r ad ic to ry  and disci~imir iatory.  

2. 'Piel-e is no cons ide ra t ion  given t o  l i c e n s u r e  of q u a l i f i e d  i n d i v i d u a l s  who 
m v e  had rnany y e a r s  of p r a c t i c a l  e x p e r i e n c e u p d a r t h e  t each ings  and superv is ic  
~f q u a l i f i e d  M.D.'s and i n  p a r t i c u l a r  r a d i o l o g i s t s .  

j. The law is d i s t i n c t l y  d i sc r imina to ry  i n  t h a t  it excludes from any need ~f 
l i c e n s i n g  a number of segments of  t h e  paramedical community. 

' The law as def ined  w i l l  u l t i m a t e l y  l e a d  t o  t h e  d i smis sa l  of competent arid '4 . 
q u a l i f i e d  i r ~ d i v i d u a l s  thereby  p l a c i n g  a hardship  on t h e  h o s p i t a l s  they s e r v e ?  
t h e  communities s e rved  by t h e  h o s p i t a l  and t h e  f a m i l i e s  of t h e  ind iv idua l s .  

5. Tile law provides  no c l e a r  cu t  "grandfather  c lause"  that would v a n t  l i c e n s u r t .  
r e c c p i t i o n  of those i n d i v i d u a l s  who can d i s p l a y  competency, i n t e g r i t y  and 
p ro f i c i ency  i n  t h e i r  x-ray du t i e s .  

k,:dln, ~ e t  r11e s t r ,ess  t h a t  I w i l l  f u l l y  suppor t  any l e g i s l a t i o n  that w i l l  d e a l  f a l r l y  
w i t 1 1  all ,'ncets o f  the  use o1 ion iz inf ;  r a d i a t i o n  aid wi th  those  people who show p r o f i o i e ~ l c y  
and conip~.tency I n  tile use  1,f such ionizing radiation. I am personally interested i n  
seeln; that  these people are p r o p e r l y  l i c e n s e d ,  but  without  d i scr imina t ion .  I feel that 
,IS a r . r ;dloloj is t  d i r e c t l y  involved i n  t h e  supe rv i s ion  and r e s p o n s i b i j i t y  of t he  work 
p e r f o r ~ ~ e d  by the  va r ious  i n d i v i d u a l s ,  I am q u a l i f i e d  t o  eva lua t e  and a t t e s t  t o  t h e i r  
prof  icierlcy o r  l a c k  of p rof ic iency .  

Respec t fu l ly  submi t ted ,  

\>, ,e.l, vddLA--C 
Richard K. Iielm, M.D. 



E X H I B I T  "B" 

CLARK FORK VALLEY HOSPITAL 
- - -  - - -- I f' 0 tiOX 768 KRUCER ROAD PLAINS, MONTANA 59859 * TEL: 406-826-3601 

I TO: Senate  Heal th  and Welfare Committee 

I 
SUBJECT: Stat-ement i n  suppor t  o f  Senate  B i l l  221 

DATE: February 5,  1977  

I As Execut ive D i r e c t o r  of a  smal l  r u r a l  h o s p i t a l  and as a  Medical and Radiology 

Technologis t ,  I suppor t  Sena te  B i l l  2 2 1  f o r  the fo l lowing  reasons: 

I 1. Qusl i f i e d  r a d i o l o g i c  t e c h n o l o g i s t s  who have r e c e i v e d  on- the-  Job t r a i n i n g  

and have n o t  a t t ended  the  two-year rad io logy  school  a r e  be ing  r e fused  l i c e n s u r e .  

I Many of  t h e s e  people a r e  h i g h l y  q u a l i f i e d ,  w i t h  y e a r s  of  exper ience  and some 

wi th  c o l l e g e  degrees.  

1 2 .  The Radiology Licens ing  Board has  n o t  complied w i t h  t h e  o r i g i n a l  i n t e n t i o n  

of t he  law i n  l i c e n s i n g  q u a l i f i e d  i n d i v i d u a l s ,  no r  have they d e a l t  w i t h  t h e  

I i s suance  of  l i c e n s e s  and pe rmi t s  i n  a f a i r ,  uniform manner. 

3. This  law c r e a t e s  a heavy burden f o r  small  h o s p i t a l s  i n  Montana who must u s e  

t e c h n o l o g i s t s ,  both l a b o r a t o r y  and x-ray,  i n  more than  one department.  Th i s  

law w i l l  i n c r e a s e  the  c o s t  o f  h e a l t h  c a r e  i n  Montana wi thou t  improving the  

q u a l i t y .  1 4 .  There e r e  i n s u f f i c i e n t  numbers of  r e g i s t e r e d  t e c h n o l o g i s t s  t o  f i l l  a l l  t h e  

I 
p o s i t i o n s  made a v a i l a b l e  i n  Montana i f  t h e r e  is no p r o v i s i o n  f o r  l i c e n s u r e  

under a g r a n d f a t h e r  c l ause .  

I I t  m u s t  be made c l e a r  t h a t  I am n o t  opposed t o  l i c e n s u r e  of  r a d i o l o g i c  t e c h n o l o g i s t s  

o r  the c o n t r o l  of  t he  use of  i o n i z i n g  r a d i a t i o n ,  However, t he  law must be under- 

I 
s t andab le  and f a i r  t o  those who a r e  a f f e c t e d  by it. The law must provide  f o r  

l i c e n s u r e  of q u a l i f i e d  i n d i v i d u a l s  who have comparable educa t ion  and expe r i ence  t o  

those who have a t t ended  a  two-year approved course  i n  r a d i o l o g i c  technology. 

I House B i l l  No. 45 d i s e n f r a n c h i s e s  those  r a d i o l o g i c  t e c h n o l o g i s t s  who have n o t  

a t  tended the  "approved" school .  

&&d&------ 
r a n t  M. Winn 

Execut ive D i r e c t o r  



E X H I B I T  "B" 

PAUL GERHARDT 
A T T O R N E Y  A T  L A W  

-STANDARD PLAZA BLDG. 
PORTLAND. OREGON ~7 204 

(503) 222-1 641 

M r .  G r a t  Wi.nn, Adrriinis t r a t o r  J 

Clark Fork Valley H o s p i t a l  
P l a i n s ,  Montana 58959  

Re: . M o n t a n a  X-Ray Technologist Law 

Dear Grant:  

I niive read t h e  new Montana Law regard ing  l i c e n s u r e  o f  x-ray technolo- 
gists, b s i n g  Chapter 336 of Montana Laws 1975.  Th i s  law i s  an 
amaz ing  document i n  t h a t  it appears  t o  have been drawn very impre- 
c i s e l y  and c a r e l e s s l y .  For example: 

1. RCh1 66-3705 s t a t e s  t h e  requi rements  f o r  l i c e n s u r e ,  I t  
r e q u i r e s  t h a t  t h e  a p p l i c a n t  "have s a t i s f a c t o r i - l y  completed a  course  

) of s tudy i n  r a d i o l o g i c  technology approved by t h e  Board." There i s  
no requirement  i n  t h a t  s e c t i o n  c a l l i n g  f o r  an examinat ion y e t  l a t e t  
s e c t i o n s  of  t h e  Act go i n t o  d e t a i l  a s  t o  examinat ions.  

2. RCM 66-3707 allows the i s s u a n c e  o f  p e n n i t s  f o r  1 2  months 
a t  a t i m e ,  renewable annually.  Such p e r m i t s  may be issuedl t o  people 
n o t  o the rwise  e n t i t l e d  t o  l i c e n s e s  i f  the Board can f i n d  t h e r e  i s  
evidence o f  "cont inued reg iona l  h a r d s h i p  o r  emergency cond i t ions .  " 
This  i s  r a t h e r  open-ended, with no s t andards .  

3 .  RCM 66-3708 provides  f o r  t h e  i s s u a n c e  of a l i c e n s e  wi thou t  
an examination i n  c e r t a i n  situations, although Sect ion 66-3705 does 
n o t  r e q u i r e  an examination. That  l a t te r  section does r e q u i r e  
s a t i s f a c t o r y  completion of a course  of s t u d y ,  however. The person 
who has been employed f o r  f i v e  o u t  of  the last six years i n  R-T work 
i s  exempt from t a k i n g  an examination ( b u t  presumably s t i l l  must have 
gone t o  schoo l )  whereas a person who has worked for two out o f  t h e  
p a s t  three y e a r s  as an R-T may evade t h e  examinat ion  requirement  i f  
he can "demonstrate  p ro f i c i ency  t o  the s a t i s f a c t i o n  of the Board. " 
Thus, t h e  t w o  o u t  of t h r e e  yea r  man must show p r o f i c i e n c y  t o  avoid  t h e  
examinat ion where t h e  f i v e  o u t  of s i x  year person  need n o t .  However, 
i n  each c a s e ,  they  must have gone t o  school .  



J . 4 r .  r ..e.., I < ,  

E X H I B I T  "c" 

1'0: House publ ic  Health Committee 

From: Bruce Icmoggle ,  Medical Technologist and X-ray T~chnolop ia  t 
L / ' \ P A  G P K  I / &  NlVp,h/, P/&ipS,fl /I)* 6. 

Subject: Proponent fo r  SB 2 2 1  

Date: February 5, 1977 

T h e  b a s i c  i n t e n t  of HB 45 S e c t i o n 3 7 0 1  through 6 t c t i o n  3711 inc lus ive  
I 

was to provide f o r  b e t t e r  and s a f e r  a p p l i c r t i a n  o f  x-ray r a d i a t i o p  by those 

personall  charged with i t ' s  appl ica t ion.  Unfortpnstely t h i s  has no t  been 

the case. Due to the law's ambiguity, qonf l i c t iug  sec t lpps ,  end t h e  Radiology 

Boards i n t e r p e r a t i o n  of same, we have found ourse l ros  with equally ambiquious 

and a r b i t i a r y  decis ions  from the board. 

The board has s t e a d f a s t l y  refused to recognise the  grandfather c lause ,  

Section 66-3708. Ins tead they have re legated  every one involved who is n o t  

a member of the American Regis t r y  of Radiologic T e c b n ~ l o g i s t  to a l imi ted  

permit s t a t u s  o r  l e s s .  This regardless  of education, t r a i n i n g  o r  experience. 

And to j u s t i f y  t h e i r  ac t ions  the Board has sponsored the  intrbduc tiOn iof 

HB 300 which would e s s e n t i a l l y  d isenfranchise  a l l  Non-RT's. To say t h a t  only those, 

who have attendad the approved two year x-ray trainkbg school a r e  capable of taking 

adequate radiographs i s  highly unfa i r .  Ckctianly t h e i r  are many mon-registered 

t ech ' s  who have trained under an(lR.T., Radiologis t  o r  both and have proven through 

t h e i r  work t h a t  they deserve l icensure.  To expect us t o  opera te  in-limbo under 

a 1 imited-penni t s t a t u s  is  an impossible s i t u a t i o n .  

CONCLUSION: The law has proven ambigious end unworkable. I am not  at tempting 

to i n f e r  t h a t  the app l i ca t ion  of ioniz ing r a d i a t i o n  shobad not  be regulated.  

There i s  a  need fo r  a good l i censure  law designed from the input  of a l l  bmvolved. 

T H i s  includes Runal Radiologist ,  P r iva te  Physicians whose p rac t i ces  a r e  a f fec ted ,  

sniall I iospital  Administretoas, R.T. 's and non-R.T. 's. There needs to  be a workable 

grandfather clause.  No o the r  profess ional  l i censure  law i n  Montana o r  any other  

s t a t e  to rn9 knowledge has ignored the rights of those who hove been preformjhg , 

adequately i n  the p a s t .  



.. E X H I B I T  8 1 ~ 1 1  

LONFUSl~O?I I S  IN Gb-3708 1,ICENSE WITIIOUT EXAMINATION#. If employed 2 o f  3 years  of  

)5 o f  6 years a s  a ItAOIOIJOi;IC l'l:CIINOIAO(;ISTS. Before a person could be l i censed  as 

a I<:~diolugic Technologist lle o r  she must meet t h e  q u a l i f i c a t i o n  o f  66-3705 

rqliich s t a t e  "IiRCII APPLICANT FOR LICENSURE AS A RADIOLOGIC TECIINO1,OGIST SllAtL: 

(1) 1fivti SATISFACTORILY COMPLETED A COURSE OF STUDY I N  RADIOIAOGIC TECHNOLOGY . t t  

The Hoard by  a u t h o r i t y  o f  66-3704 adopted a rule through the Montana Adminis t ra t ive  

Proceclure A c t  t h a t  t h i s  course o f  s tudy  s h a l l  b e  a "24 MONTH COlJRSE OF STIJDY" which 

i n  1IB 300 was an amend~nent t o  Section 66-3705. 

Anyone not meeting these  education q u a l i f i c a t i o n ,  p lus  t h e  minimum age, mora 1 

c h a r a c t e r  and non a d i c t i o n  t o  alcohol o r  drugs, q u a l i f i e d  f o r  a permit  under 

Section 66-3704 (2) 

"TIE BOARD MAY ISSUE A PERMIT TO AN APPLICANT NOT QUALIFYING FOR THE ISSUANCE 

OF A LICENSE UNDER THE PROVISIONS OF THIS ACT, but who has dclnonstrated t o  t h e  

I 
s a t i s f a c t i o n  of t h e  board t h e  c a p a b i l i t y  of performing high q u a l i t y  X-ray examination 

without endangering pub l ic  h e a l t h  and safety.  Permits i ssued under p rov i s ions  o f  

t h i s  s e c t i o n  s h a l l  s p e c i f y  X-ray examination t h a t  may be performed by t h e  ho lder .  

Permit s h a l l  be VALID FOR A PERIOD NOT TO EXCEED (12) MONTHS, BUT MAY BE RENEWED 

UNDER THE PROVISIONS FOR ORIGINAL ISSUANCE. 

Subsection (4) TIiE BOARD SHALL ISSUE TEMPORARY PERMITS TO UNCERTIFIED PERSON 

TO PMCTICE AS RADIOLOGIC TECINOLOGIST WHEN ADEQUATE EVIDENCE I S  PROVIDED THE 

BOARD THAT SUCII A PERVIT IS NECESSARY BECAUSE OF A REGIONAL fIARDSHIP OR EMERGENCY 

CONDITION AND TIIAT SUCH PERSON IS CAPABLE OF PERFORMING X-ray EXAMINATION WITHOUT 

ENDANGERING PUBLIC HEALTH AND SAFETY. Temporary permits s h a l l  not  exceed 12 months 

i n  dura t ion ,  but may be renewed by re-es tabl ishing,  t o  the board l s  s a t i s f a c t i o n  

evidence o f  continued reg iona l  hardship o r  emergency cond i t ions ,  

The board has i s sued  a l i c e n s e  t o  every app l i can t  who q u a l i f i e d  under t h e  

provis ions  of 66-3705 o r  was a member o f  t he  American Regis t ry  a f  Radiologic 

Tccllnologists as provided i n  66-3706. A l l  a p p l i c a n t s  upon review o f  t h e i r  



c ~ p ~ ~ l i i ~ t ~ ~ ~ l ~  were Pi'UMSX e i t h e r  2 ssued a permit f o r  the areas specified on t h e  

; i p p l  icati.011, or i f  i n  t h e  opilliorl of the  board, the applicant's qualif i .ecations 
I 
I d i d  nor inact t h e  boards s a t i s f ac t ion ,  then a temporary pennit  pending examination 

I 
f o r  p e r ~ ~ l i t  was i s sucd ,  if all fees had been paid. A t  this time, there  are 

approxinlately 1 2  applicants who have not paid the necessary license a r  permit 

( fces  and therefore have not been issued a license, perniit or temporary permit. 

- I n ~ ~ a b - O E . - z e p ~ g . _ h h r 3 Z l l l ~  to 

I 
. 

-this c a n m i t ; ~ e e - & a & 9 6 - e ~ ~  

I q ~ l . i f i ; ; a E i ~ ~ ~ i e  a c lass l r  a . . COD i.es 





E X H I B I T "G" 

February 4 ,  1977 

L a r r y  T. Lofthouse, R.T., N.M.T. 
1630 L e s l i e  
He1 ena , Montana 59601 

'lantana t a t e  Senate 
S t a t e  Capi to1 
tie1 cnc , i iontar~a 59601 

SF'"*!I\,TORS : 
STAN STEPSENS, CfrAIRMAN 
EILI, IiORVlAN, M. D. 
MATT HIMSL 
ROBERT LEE 
STUART OLSgN, M. D. 
DR. TO14 RASMUSSEN 
JOE ROCERTS 
ROIZERT M T T  

I t    as recent1 v come t o  r~ry a t t e n t i o n  t h a t  Senate B i l l  #221, which deals w i t h  repeal  o f  
t i12 Radio log ic  Technology Licensure Ac t  i s  be fore  your  committee. I r e s p e c t f u l l y  request  
t : ~ ~ t  vour  contmi t t e e  rccontnrend t h a t  t h i s  b i l l  n o t  pass f o r  t h e  fo l l ow ing  reasons. 

The purrlose o f  l i c e n s u r e  as implemented by t h e  l a s t  l e g i s l a t u r e  was twofo ld .  The f i r s t  
r)urpose o f  t he  a c t  was t o  improve the  d iagnos t i c  q u a l i t y  o f  rad iograph ic  images. The 
S C C O ~ ~ ~  purpose o f  t h i s  a c t  was t o  reduce r a d i a t i o n  exposure t o  t h e  p a t i e n t .  

1I.2 fzt:l t h a t  t he re  i s  a good precedent f o r  t h i s  b i l l  i n  t h a t  nurses, pharmacists and 
p i y s i c i a n s  t h e ~ ~ ~ s e l v e s  must be l i censed  w i t h i n  t h e  s t a t e  o f  Montana. As I understand i t  
t I? oclrnose o f  1  icensure i s  t o  g i v e  p a t i e n t s  t h e  h ighes t  q u a l i t y  o f  p a t i e n t  care a v a i l  - 
a i l ?  .. 
The fo l l ow ing  charges have been made by proponents o f  Senate B i l l  #221. They have charged 
t h a t  thzre w i l l  n o t  be enough q u a l i f i e d  tech 's .  a v a i l a b l e  t o  f i l l  a l l  r a d i o l o g i c  technology 
qosi t i ons .  The r a d i o l o g i  c technology 1 icensure board i s  p r e s e n t l y  s e t t i n g  up t r a i n i n g  
programs throughout t he  s t a t e  t o  a l l o w  persons p r e s e n t l y  t a k i n g  radiographs t o  become 
compctcnt enough t o  take good q u a l l t y  radiographs w l t h  low p a t i e n t  r a d i a t i o n  exposure. 
Arcas which can show a  hardship i n  f i n d i n g  q u a l j f i e d  personnel w i l l  be a l lowed t o  cont inde 
us ing  c e r t i f i e d  o r  unl icensed techno log i s t s  u n t i l  qua1 i f i e d  he lp  i s  a v a i l  able. Proponents 
o f  t h i s  S i l l  have a l s o  s ta ted  t h a t  rad iograph ic  q u a l i t y  can be improved by pure review. 
I do no t  b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h i s  i s  so f o r  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  reasons. I n  t h e  1960's a  Yr. Chr is -  
t iar lson fronr the  S ta te  nepartment o f  Health surveyed several  o f  t h e  x - ray  f a c i l i t i e s  
t h r o u q ! ~ o u t  t he  s ta te .  tie made recommendations regard ing  p a t i e n t  exposure reduc t i on  and 
c l ~ t i p m e n t  upgrading a t  t h a t  t ime. I n  t h e  1970's when laws were passed c o n t r o l i n g  r a d i a t i o n  
r>roduci nq equipment , the  Department of Hea l th  again s t a r t e d  i nspec t i ng  x-ray fac i  1 i t i e s .  
ct t n d t  t ime L a r r y  L loyd  found t h a t  very  few of  M r .  Ch r i s t i anson ' s  recommendations had 
t)c:?~- fo l lo l red up on because they were recommendations and were n o t  mandatory. Evert i f  
f i l n ~  q g a l i t v  can be c o n t r o l l e d  by pure review, t h e  p r o t e c t i o n  t o  the  p a t i e n t  aga ins t  
, ~ ~ ~ , l ~ ~ c i . s s a r y  r a d i a t i o n  could n o t  he c o n t r o l l e d  by pure rev iew func t i on .  Several case 
i 1 : u s t r a t i o n s  o f  these unheeded recommendations a r e  a v a i l  ab le  through L a r r y  L l o y d ' s  
off iccl  a t  t w  9epartrticnt o f  Health. 

Propnrrcnts c l f  t h i s  b i l l  charge t h a t  1 icensure o f  Rad io log ic  Technologis ts  w i l l  i nc rease 
t h e  c o s t  o f  medicine. I n  a  survey o f  Helena area physicians o f f i c e s  x-rays charges i t  
;la: found t h a t  phys ic ians  o f f i c e s  i n  general b u t  w i t h  one except ion were charging as much 
clr ia:orc f o r  chest  radiographs taken by non r e g i s t e r e d  personnel and i n t e r p r e t e d  by 



; ? t i v5 i c i  ans crho 1 acl, the t h r e e  years o f  spec ia l i zed  t r a i n i  ng requ i red  by the American 
Cal lcgd  o f  Radiology t o  become a Rad io log is t .  

I t  i s  nlv be1 ief t h a t  we now have an adequate method o f  c o n t r o l l i n g  rad iograph ic  qua1 i ty  
a~lci  p a t i e r ~ t  r a d i a t i o n  exposure t h a t  w i l l  n o t  pose an undue hardship on anyone. This 
~ p ~ a r c c t l  y was a l s o  f e l t  i n  the  l a s t  l e g i s l a t i v e  session because the re  were no 
. ! i s sen t i ny  votes on t h e  f l o o r s  o f  e i t h e r  the House or the Senate when t h i s  h i l l  was 
!-ass6.i. 

I s t ronrj ly  urge you t o  send Senate Bi l l  #221 t o  the f l o o r  w i t h  a do -- n o t  pass recornmen- 
J3 t i on .  

S ince re l y  , 

L ~ R Y  T. ~ F T H O U S E ,  R.T., ! I  .r.l.T. 
Ch ie f  Radio logi  c Tec hnologi  s t  
S t .  Pe ter 's  H o s p i t a l  
He1 ena , Montana 59601 



Don Majerus 
1 205 Buffalo Eid. 
Helena, Montana 596C1 

Ser.ators 
State Capi to l  

Helena, kiontana 

Cear S irs :  

As a Radiologic Technologist, I am-ccncemed about passage of senate b i l l  
k 221 . Tse technologists of t h i s  s te te  hava worked hard t o  get a f a i r  licensure 

b i l l  that w i l l  protect the people of Montana from harmful and unnecaararg ex- 
gosure t o  radiation by being X-rayed by unqualified personnel. I feel  tht li- 
cer'eing board that was established w i l l  safeguard the interests of the H.D.'s, 
Technologists  and most of all the people of Montana. A l l  forms of Ionizing 
r a a i a t i o ~  are potentially dangerous and must be adequately controlled. 

Sincerely Yours, 

Donald -- 8. MaJerus, R.T. 



February 3, 1977 

Duane R. Durkee, R.T. 
1919 Oakes S t ree t ,  #D 
Helena, Montana, 59601 

S e n d  t a r s  : 

5 tat1 Stephens, Cilai rman 
B i l l  Norman, "1.D. 
l a t t  t i imsl 
PO t ~ e r t  Lee 
S t u a r t  "Ison,  ;,1.D. 
3r .  Tom Rasmussen 
(lee 2oberts 
Yobert Watt 

1 Feel as a q u a l i f i e d  r a t l i o l o g i c  t echno log i s t  and an a u t h o r i t y  on the  
i u b j e c t  o f  R i l l  # 221 t h a t  much d i s c r e t i o n  must be used i n  passing such 

I 4 b i l l .  To have schools o f  rad io logy ,  proper t r a i n i n g ,  and means o f  
1 icer lsure permi ts  us t o  have a h igh  standard i n  t h e  p r a c t i c e  o f  medicine. 
' lad ia t ion  can be very he lp fu l  t o  g i v e  the  doc tors  a proper d iagnosis  o f  
t r l a i r  p a t i e n t s ,  bu t  i f  n o t  used under q u a l i f i e d  personnel can be harmful 
LO t he  ~ a t i e n t .  Ma lp rac t i ce  s u i t s  may a l s o  be l i m i t e d  by the  l i c e n s u r e  
o f  r a d i o l o g i c  techno log is ts .  Doctors may g e t  the  c o r r e c t  d iagnos is  o f  
t h e i r  n a t i e n t s  by means o f  adequate x-ray examinations. 

T o  be a qua1 i f i z d  r a d i o l o g i c  techno log is t ,  one must know more than j u s t  
i ~ o w  t o  run  the  machine. One must know t h e  anatomy o f  t h e  body t o  
p o s i  t i o n  the  p a t i e n t  p rope r l y ,  t h e  chemist ry  o f  developing s o l u t i o n s  t o  
rirai n ta i r l  a s t a n d a r d  o f  developing f i l m s ,  t h e  d i f f e r e n t  k i l o v o l  tage 
s d t t i n g s  o f  t h e  machine, t he  t ime and mA s t a t i o n s  of the machine, and 
t4e J ~ a r v f u l  e f f e c t s  o f  r a d i a t i o n  t o  the  body. I f  each o f  you knew what 
vent  on i n  an x-ray department f o r  us t o  g e t  proper  radiographs, you 
v o u l d  want a q u a l i f i e d  person t o  perform your  examination. 

Tnere have a l so  been occasions when a p a t i e n t  has pa id  f o r  an examinat ion 
i n  a place where there  were no q u a l i f i e d  personnel.  Those exams were n o t  
qood enough f o r  the  doc to r  t o  make a diagnosis.  The p a t i e n t  then had t o  
' lave t h e  exams repeated somewhere where the doc to r  knew he cou ld  get  a 
proper  examination. Th is  was done a t  t h e  expense o f  t h e  p a t i e n t .  I\rould 
y o u  l i k e  t o  pay tw ice  t o  g e t  one proper examinat ion? Please g i v e  t h i s  
u i l l  due cons idera t ion  as i f  you were a p a t i e n t  and n o t  a doc to r  o r  
9ospi t a l  admin i s t ra to r  who j u s t  wanted t o  p u t  money i n  h i s  own pocket.  

S ince re l y  , 

Duane R. Rurkee, R.T. 



February 4 ,  1977 

S ta te  Capitol  
Helena, Montana 59601 

SENATORS 

Stan Stephens, Chairman 
B i l l  Norman, M. D. 
Matt H i m s  1 
Robert Lee 
S t u a r t  Olson, M. D. 
Tom Rasmussen 
Joe Roberts 
Robert Watt 

SUBJECT : Senate B i l l  #221 

Dear S i r s :  

I t  has been brought t o  my a t t e n t i o n  t h a t  t h e  Licensure B i l l  f o r  Radiologic 
?'ethnologists i s  being repealed.  I do not  f e e l  t h a t  t h i s  i s  f a i r  t o  t h e  
Technologists who opera te  t h e  x-ray machinery o r  t o  the  p a t i e n t s  who must 
be x-rayed. 

The Licensure B i l l  r equ i res  t h a t  persons who opera te  t h e  x-ray machinery 
have a good knowledge o f  what they a r e  doing, and be capable o f  p ro tec t ing  
t h e  s a f e t y  and well being of  t h e  p a t i e n t s  and themselves. 

Guidelines have been s e t  by the  enactment o f  t h e  Licensure B i l l .  Persons 
who operate t h e  machinery must be qua l i f i ed  and have a f u l l  understanding 
of what they a r e  doing. Following t h e  enactment of t he  b i l l ,  C e r t i f i e d  
Technologists were required t o  c a r r y  on t h e i r  person a l i cense  t o  opera te  
the  equipment and o the r s  who work f o r  doctors  were required t o  q u a l i f y  f o r  
a permit .  This permit l i m i t s  t h e  number and type  o f  examinations t o  those 
which they were q u a l i f i e d  t o  do and makes it more convenient f o r  the  doctor  
t o  make a more complete and comprehensive examination of  t h e  p a t i e n t  while 
j n  t h e  o f f i c e .  

These exams performed by nurses i n  d o c t o r f s  o f f i c e s ,  and perhaps doctors  
themselves, a r e  l imi ted  t o  t h e  t ak ing  of  ches t  x-rays and x-rays of t h e  
ex t remi t i e s .  I f e e l  t h a t  i f  a p a t i e n t  needs a more comprehensive follow- 
up t h a t  t h e  p a t i e n t  should be r e f e r r e d  t o  t h e  Department o f  Radiology where 
c e r t i f i e d  personnel such a s  Radiological Technologists  and Radiologis ts  a r e  
r e a d i l y  ava i l ab le .  I a l s o  f e e l  a g r e a t e r  margin of s a f e t y  can be maintained 
f o r  a l l  concerned. 





Alan K. Belknap, M.D. 

BUTTE RADIOLOGY ASSOCIATES 
Phone 403.723-6770 

P. 0. Box 3471 
Butte, Montana 69701 

J.  Michael Driscoll, M. D. 
February 4 ,  1977 

TO WHOM IT  MAY CONCERN 

W e  s t r o n g l y  oppose Sena te  B i l l  221 c a l l i n g  for r e p e a l  
of t h e  A c t  p rov id ing  f o r  L icensure  and Regulat ion of Radio- 
l o g i c  Technologis t s .  

I n  t h e  i n t e r e s t  o f  t h e  people  of t h e  S t a t e  of Montana, 
i t  i s  mandatory t h a t  persons  admin i s t e r ing  x-ray examin- 
a t i o n s  be t r a i n e d  i n  r a d i a t i o n  s a f e t y ,  p o s i t i o n i n g  and o t h e r  
b a s i c  r a d i o l o g i c  d i s c i p l i n e .  Those b e s t  q u a l i f i e d  a r e  
Radiographic  Technologis t s .  Adminis t ra t ion  of x - r a d i a t i o n  
by u n t r a i n e d  persons  i s  p o t e n t i a l l y  harmful t o  t h e  g e n e r a l  
popu la t ion .  

Repeal o f  t h e  c u r r e n t  l e g i s l a t i o n  w i l l  s e r i o u s l y  
undermine t h e  h igh  q u a l i t y  of  h e a l t h  care c u r r e n t l y  
a v a i l a b l e .  

S i n c e r e l y ,  

V 

J. M. D r i s c o l l ,  M. D. 
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