
MINUTES OF THE MEETING 
NATURAL RESOURCES 

MONTANA STATE SENATE 

F e b r u a r y  3 ,  1977 

The e l e v e n t h  mee t ing  of t h e  N a t u r a l  Resources  Committee was c a l l e d  
to o r d e r  by S e n a t o r  E l m e r  F lynn ,  Chairman, a t  9:30 a .  m. on t h e  above 
d a t e  i n  Room 4 0 5  of  t h e  S t a t e  C a p i t o l  B u i l d i n g .  

ROLL CALL: Upon r o l l  c a l l  a l l  members were p r e s e n t .  ------ 

M r .  L a r r y  Weinberg, S t a f f  A t t o r n e y  of t h e  L e g i s l a t i v e  C o u n c i l ,  
was a l s o  p r e s e n t .  

CONSIDERATION O F  SB 257: An A c t  t o  e x t e n d  g r e a t e r  p r o t e c t i o n  t o  -- 
t h e  s u r f a c e  owner and t e n a n t  and t o  r e v i s e  t h e  g e o p h y s i c a l  e x p l o r a t i o n  
laws by expanding t h e  scope  t o  encompass c o r e  h o l e  d r i l l i n g ,  r e q u i r i n g  

p e r m i t  from t h e  d e p a r t m e n t  o f  s t a t e  l a n d s ,  and p r o v i d i n g  f o r  f i n e s  and 
2 e r m i t  r e v o c a t i o n s .  

S e n a t o r  Tom Towe, from D i s t r i c t  34  and Sponsor  of  S e n a t e  B i l l  
do .  2 5 7 ,  s t a t e d  t h a t  t h i s  b i l l  amends t h e  e x i s t i n g  p r o t e c t i o n  f o r  
f a r m e r s  and r a n c h e r s  on  g e o p h y s i c a l  e x p l o r a t i o n .  The e x i s t i n g  law 
i s  v e r y  l o o s e .  S e n a t o r  Towe e x p l a i n e d  t h e  b i l l  s e c t i o n  by s e c t i o n .  
H e  s a i d  t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  f o u r  t h i n g s  t h i s  b i l l  d o e s .  F i r s t ,  it p r o v i d e s  
f o r  t h e  p e r m i t s  t o  b e  i s s u e d  t h r o u g h  t h e  Department  o f  S t a t e  Lands 
r a t h e r  t h a n  t h r o u g h  t h e  C l e r k  o f  Recorder .  Second, it p r o v i d e s  f o r  t h e  
n o t i f i c a t i o n  of t h e  landowner.  T h i r d ,  it p r o v i d e s  f o r  t h e  p l u g g i n g  
under s u p e r v i s i o n  of t h e  d e p a r t m e n t .  F o u r t h ,  it p r o v i d e s  f o r  damages. 
Two t e l e g r a m s  and a  s t a t e m e n t  from t h e  Wibaux Area C o u n c i l  were r e a d  
t o  t h e  Committee. (See  At tachments  #1 - #2 - # 3 . )  

M r .  Hans Haynie,  f a rmer  and r a n c h e r ,  f a rming  Northwest  of C i r c l e  
i n  McCone County and a  member o f  Land P r o t e c t i v e  A s s o c i a t i o n ,  s t a t e d  
t h a t  h e  was i n  a n  a r e a  where se ismograph work i s  b e i n g  done q u i t e  
e x t e n s i v e l y .  W e  have had e x p e r i e n c e  w i t h  many d i f f e r e n t  se ismograph 
crews.  9 0 %  of t h e  t i m e  w e  have  a  problem i n  c o l l e c t i n g  damages and - 
finding t h e s e  p e o p l e  a f t e r  t h e y  have  l e f t  t h e  c o u n t r y  w i t h o u t  pay ing .  
I n  1 9 6 2  w e  formed a n  o r g a n i z a t i o n  t o  t r y  t o  keep from g e t t i n g  r u n  o v e r  
by t h e  se ismograph crews. They would j u s t  l e a v e  and w e  would b e  h e l d  
t h e r e  t o  t a k e  c a r e  o f  o u r  own c l e a n u p .  W e  t r i e d  t o  t a k e  some o f  t h e  
companies t o  C o u r t  b u t  w i t h  t h e  e x i s t i n g  laws w e  had v e r y  l i t t l e  s u c c e s s .  
W e  s u p p o r t  t h e  b i l l  and f e e l  t h i s  w i l l  h e l p  u s  t o  t a k e  c a r e  of t h e  
envi ronment  f o r  o u r s e l v e s  and f o r  f u t u r e  g e n e r a t i o n s .  

M r .  Delno Pawlowski,  r a n c h e r  i n  McCone County,  s a i d  t h a t  i n  
Red Water t h e  se ismograph c r e w s  came i n  t h e  S p r i n g  and t h e y  went  t o  
t h e  landowner t o  g e t  p e r m i s s i o n .  W e  a s k e d  them t o  meet w i t h  t h e  



A s s o c i a t i o n  and f i l l  o u t  a n  a p p l i c a t i o n  g i v i n g  t h e i r  mode of  o p e r a t i o n  
and e tc .  (See At tachment  # 4 . )  They would n o t  f i l l  o u t  t h i s  a p p l i c a t i o n .  
They o f f e r e d  us  $25  a  h o l e  which w e  f e l t  w a s  n o t  enough. H e  s a i d  t h a t  
i n  t h e  l a s t  10  t o  12  y e a r s  t h r e e  h o l e s  had caved i n  on h i s  p l a c e .  A l s o ,  
h i s  b r o t h e r - i n - l a w  had been check ing  o u t  his c a t t l e  and a c a l f  had f a l l e n  
down t h e  h o l e .  Another  f e l l o w  who had r e g i s t e r e d  ca t t l e  i n  t h e  Red Water 
a r e a  s a i d  t h e y  had moved one  h o l e  and made a c l u s t e r  o f  f i v e  and t h i s  
has  r educed  t h e  f l o w  of  h i s  w e l l .  H e  s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e y  were n o t  a g a i n s t  
development  b u t  t h a t  t h e y  w e r e  f o r  f a i r  t r e a t m e n t  a s  landowners .  H e  
added t h a t  t h e y  t h i n k  it i s  v e r y  i m p o r t a n t  t o  plug t h e s e  h o l e s  from t h e  
bot tom up. 

M r .  Mort Mar t inson ,  from McCone County,  s t a t e d  t h a t  h e  was i n  f u l l  
agreement  w i t h  what  h a s  been  s a i d .  

M r .  S c o t t  Nefzger ,  from McCone County,  added t h a t  h e  f e e l s  t h e  
same. 

M r .  F r e d  McCartney, from McCone County, t e s t i f i e d  i n  f a v o r  of  
t h i s  b i l l .  

M r .  P a t  Smith ,  f rom McCone County, s t a t e d  t h a t  he f a v o r s  t h i s  b i l l .  

A t  t h i s  t i m e  opponen t s  o f  SB 257 were h e a r d .  

M r .  James Mockler ,  E x e c u t i v e  Director of  t h e  Montana Coal  C o u n c i l ,  
s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e y  a r e  a l r e a d y  v e r y  a d e q u a t e l y  c o v e r e d  by t h e  laws of  t h e  
Department o f  S t a t e  Lands. W e  f e e l  t h a t  w i t h  t h e  bonding p r o v i s i o n  
and w i t h  e v e r y t h i n g  else w e  have  t o  submi t  t h a t  t h e  i n f o r m a t i o n  t h a t  is 
r e q u i r e d  f o r  c o r e  d r i l l i n g  i s  a d e q u a t e l y  covered .  I t h i n k  w e  are more 
t h a n  a d e q u a t e l y  c o n t r o l l e d  as f a r  as core d r i l l i n g  is concerned.  

M r .  S i d  G r o f f ,  S t a t e  G e o l o g i s t ,  s t a t e d  t h a t  he was opposed a s  we 
a l r e a d y  have  laws t o  h a n d l e  c o r e  d r i l l i n g .  W e  are c o v e r e d  by t h e  
Department  of  S t a t e  Lands and t h e  F e d e r a l  Government. I a m  w o r r i e d  
a b o u t  t h e  expense  t o  t h e  s t a t e  under  t h i s  b i l l .  I f  t h e  Department  of  
S t a t e  Lands t a k e s  t h i s  b i l l  on  a s  w r i t t e n  they are going t o  have  t o  a s k  
t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e  f o r  a  r a t h e r  l a r g e  amount o f  money i n  o r d e r  t o  e n f o r c e  it. 

M r .  Don A l l e n ,  E x e c u t i v e  D i r e c t o r  o f  t h e  Montana Pe t ro leum A s s o c i a t i o n  
i n  B i l l i n g s ,  s t a t e d  t h a t  h e  opposes  t h i s  b i l l .  The p e t r o l e u m  i n d u s t r y  
i s  a t  a v e r y  d i f f i c u l t  p o i n t  i n  t ime .  The real problem today  i s  r e a l l y  
s u p p l y .  A s  f a r  as t h i s  b i l l  g o e s ,  i f  t h i s  b i l l  i s  p a s s e d ,  90% o f  t h e  
g e o p h y s i c a l  a c t i v i t y  i n  t h e  s t a t e  w i l l  be s h u t  down o v e r n i g h t .  W e  c a r e ,  
w e  want  b u s i n e s s  i n  t h e  S t a t e  o f  Montana. Our t a x  b i t e  l a s t  y e a r  amounted 
t o  30 m i l l i o n  d o l l a r s .  T h i s  b i l l  would i n v o l v e  s o  much p a p e r  work. W e  
t h i n k  t h e r e  i s  no need t o  p a s s  something t h a t  w i l l  c o m p l e t e l y  h a l t  
e x p l o r a t i o n .  W e  need t o  d o  a l l  w e  c a n  t o  f i n d  more g a s  and o i l .  
Anything w e  do  t o  s l o w  up t h e  a c t i v i t y  makes no s e n s e  t o  m e .  



M r .  F o r r e s t  Boles ,  Execut ive  Vice-Pres ident  of t h e  Montana Chamber 
of Commerce, s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e y f e e l  t h a t  SB 241 w i l l  s o l v e  t h e  problem. 

M r .  Leo Berry ,  r e p r e s e n t i n g  t h e  Department o f  S t a t e  Lands, 
s ta t -ed  t h a t  he d i d n ' t  know t h e  impact t h e  b i l l  w i l l  have on t h e  
depar tment  s t a f f  but h e  was s u r e  t h a t  it w i l l  need a  boos t .  We a r e  
no t  proposing o r  opposing t h e  b i l l .  There a r e  problems i n  t h i s  a r e a  
t h a t  must be addressed .  I f  it is  p laced  i n  o u r  Department, w e  w i l l  
do our  b e s t  t o  admin i s t e r  it. 

I n  c l o s i n g ,  Sena tor  Towe s t a t e d  t h a t  b r i n g i n g  t h i s  i n t o  t h e  
Department of S t a t e  Lands i s  avoid ing  d u p l i c a t i o n  t o  which M r .  Mockler 
r e f e r s .  The  landowners a r e  e n t i t l e d  t o  p r o t e c t i o n  from c o r e  d r i l l i n g  
f o r  c o a l  and t h i s  i s  n o t  covered i n  t h e  o t h e r  b i l l .  I n  r e p l y  t o  
M r .  G r o f f ' s  comments, I ag ree  t h a t  t h e  S t a t e  Lands w i l l  have t o  
admin i s t e r  t h i s  b i l l .  I s p e c i f i c a l l y  d i d  n o t  p rov ide  f o r  a check f o r  
every s i n g l e  o p e r a t i o n  s imply because of  t h e  f i n a n c i a l  s i t u a t i o n .  
M r .  A l l e n ' s  remark dismays m e  t h e  most. The b i l l  does n o t  a t  a l l  
r e q u i r e  a l l  damages t o  be assumed by t h e  e x p l o r a t i o n  companies. The 
companies who a r e  r e s p o n s i b l e  a r e  paying t h a t  now. Companies who a r e  
r e s p o n s i b l e  a r e  f i l l i n g  o u t  t h a t  i n fo rma t ion  s h e e t  t h a t  w a s  g iven  by 
M r .  Pawlowski. I d o n ' t  t h i n k  anyone should l e a v e  anyone on t h e i r  
l and  b e f o r e  they have t h a t  in format ion .  The farmer  and t h e  r anche r  
i s  t h e  one t h a t  needs t h i s  in format ion .  A s  f a r  as s h u t t i n g  down 
9 0 %  of  t h e  e x p l o r a t i o n ,  t h a t ' s  humbug. I t  i s  about  t i m e  w e  r e q u i r e  
people  t o  a c t  d e c e n t l y  b e f o r e  w e  l e t  them come on your r anch ,  and 
w e  c a n ' t  do  i t  under t h e  e x i s t i n g  law. M r .  Berry  i s  most h e l p f u l  of 
a l l .  The Department of S t a t e  Lands has  a h i s t o r y  of doing a  good job 
of  t a k i n g  c a r e  o f  mining i n  t h e  s t a t e .  

Sena to r  Flynn asked ,  what a r e  t h e  k i n d s  o f  d r i l l i n g  w e  a r e  t a l k i n g  
about  . 

M r .  Groff s a i d ,  w e  c o r e  d r i l l  i n  c o a l  f i e l d s  and t h a t  i s  d i f f e r e n t  
t h a n  seismograph ho le s .  

Sena to r  Flynn s a i d ,  b a s i c a l l y  t h e n  t h e r e  are two k i n d s  o f  d r i l l i n g ,  
o i l  and g a s ,  and c o a l .  

M r .  Groff s t a t e d ,  you could  s a y  t h a t .  

Sena tor  Manley asked ,  when t h e s e  people  come i n  t h e r e  t hey  own 
t h e  minera l  r i g h t s .  Don' t  t hey  even have t o  a sk  permiss ion o r  any th ing .  

Sena tor  Towe answered, s ay ing ,  t hey  c l a im  they  d o n ' t  and t h a t ' s  
wha t  we a r e  r e q u i r i n g .  They f e e l  they have a  r i g h t  t o  come i n  t h e r e  
whether you l i k e  it o r  n o t  and w e  are going t o  come i n  whether you l i k e  
it o r  no t .  

Sena tor  Flynn asked i f  c o r e  d r i l l i n g  i s  e v e r  done by i t s e l f .  



M r .  A l l e n  r e p l i e d  t h a t  75% t o  8 0 %  is  done by a  c o n t r a c t o r .  You 
are g o i n g  t o  r u n  a  l o t  o f  b u s i n e s s  o u t  of  t h e  S t a t e  of Montana. I t h i n k  
$100 i s  t o o  much, you a r e  g o i n g  t o  d r i v e  b u s i n e s s  o u t  o f  Montana. 

S e n a t o r  Towe s a i d  t h e  $100 i s  n o t  t h e  c r u c i a l  p a r t  of  t h i s  b i l l .  
The i m p o r t a n t  p o i n t  i s  f a r m e r s  d o n ' t  want  t o  go t o  C o u r t .  

S e n a t o r  G a l t  a s k e d ,  whe the r  t h e  se ismograph o r  c o r e  d r i l l i n g  
o p e r a t o r  i s  n o t  p r o h i b i t e d  by t h e  t r e s p a s s  laws.  

S e n a t o r  Towe s a i d ,  t h a t ' s  my p o s i t i o n  b u t  B u r l i n g t o n  Nor the rn  
f e e l s  i f  t h e y  have  t h e  m i n e r a l  r i g h t s  t h e y  f e e l  t h e y  have  t h e  r i g h t .  

S e n a t o r  Smith s a i d ,  remember t h e  landowner l e a s e d  t h a t  l a n d  
b e f o r e  t h e  e x p l o r a t i o n .  

S e n a t o r  Roskie a s k e d ,  i s n ' t  i t  a r e q u i r e m e n t  a t  p r e s e n t  t h a t  
anyone d e s i r i n g  t o  c o r e  d r i l l  must  make t h a t  f a c t  known t o  t h e  
Department .  They may i n s i s t  on i n c l u d i n g  p l u g g i n g .  

S e n a t o r  Towe s a i d ,  I am n o t  s u r e  t h e  s t a t e  law s a y s  a n y t h i n g  
a b o u t  p lugy i n g .  

S e n a t o r  Roskie  s a i d ,  I t h i n k  t h e r e  i s  a d i f f e r e n c e  between 
c o r e  d r i l l i n g  and o i l  and g a s .  

M r .  Be r ry  s a i d ,  t h a t  would b e  g e n e r a l l y  c o r r e c t .  

CONSIDERATION OF SB 241: A n  Act  t o  e x t e n d  and f u r t h e r  d e s c r i b e  
t h e  r e q u i r e m e n t s  f o r  p l u g g i n g  and r e c l a i m i n g  " s h o t  h o l e s " ;  e s t a b l i s h i n g  
a d d i t i o n a l  p e n a l t i e s  f o r  f a i l u r e  t o  comply w i t h  t h o s e  r e q u i r e m e n t s .  

S e n a t o r  Ed Smith ,  Ch ie f  Sponsor o f  SB 241, s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e r e  
are s i x  landowners t h a t  have  s i g n e d  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  b i l l .  Our 
p a r t i c u l a r  problem i s  w i t h  se ismograph s h o t  h o l e  p l u g g i n g .  I f e e l  
a s  a landowner,  i f  I want  t o  l e a v e  them i n  f o r  $5.00 o r  f o r  $100 
a  h o l e  o r  wha tever  - t h a t  I can .  I sympath ize  w i t h  t h e s e  p e o p l e  
a s  I have  had problems w i t h  t h a t  t o o .  I t h i n k  t h i s  c a n  be t a k e n  
c a r e  o f  i n  a one-page b i l l .  W e  had landowners from N o r t h e a s t e r n  
Montana come up  and h e l p  w r i t e  t h i s  b i l l  and t h e y  comprised  2  m i l l i o n  
a c r e s  of  l a n d .  The Nor th  C e n t r a l  Landowners a l s o  appeared .  If t h i s  
d o e s n ' t  do  i t  w e  w i l l  come back two y e a r s  from now and t a k e  a  
d i f f e r e n t  approach .  

S e n a t o r  Smith  b r i e f l y  went  t h r o u g h  t h e  b i l l  f o r  t h e  Committee. 
I a c t u a l l y  t h i n k  t h a t  i f  w e  go  a s  f a r  a s  S B  257 it w i l l  have t h e  
same e f f e c t  a s  a  moratorium. I am s u r e  t h e  S t a t e  of  Montana w i l l  
need t h o s e  t a x  d o l l a r s  on a l l  e x p l o r a t i o n  b e i n g  done i n  my s e c t i o n  
of t h e  s t a t e .  1 , a s  a  landowner ,have  t h e  r i g h t . t o  check t h e  se ismograph 
crews t o  see i f  t h e y  a r e  p l u g g i n g  h o l e s  or n o t .  W e  c a n  k i l l  a n  
i n d u s t r y .  



M r .  Groff  s a i d ,  t h a t  t h e r e  is a  p o s s i b i l i t y  t h a t  on t o p  o f  t h e  
b i l l  t h e r e  c a n  b e  r u l e s  and r e g u l a t i o n s  se t  up and  i f  I have  my way 
I dm g o i n g  t o  t a k e  c a r e  o f  t h e  landowners .  I f e e l  SB 241 w i l l  d o  t h e  
job.  We have t o  keep a n  e y e  on  it and w e  w i l l  b e  back two y e a r s  from 
now i f  i t  d o e s n ' t  do t h e  job .  

M r .  A l l e n  s a i d ,  t h a t  a t  t h e  m e e t i n g  t h e y  had  e v e r y  g r o u p  
r e p r e s e n t e d  and w e  f e e l  t h a t  eve ryone  had a chance  t o  s a y  what  t h e i r  
problems w e r e .  Again it i s  v e r y  i m p o r t a n t  t o  have  a n  a tmosphere  t o  
c o n t i n u e  t o  d e v e l o p  t h e  o i l  and g a s  reserves i n  t h i s  s t a t e .  W e  t h o u g h t  
t h i s  was t h e  way t o  p u t  t e e t h  i n t o  it. W e  l i k e  SB 2 4 1  and f e e l  it 
w i l l  s o l v e  t h e  problem w i t h o u t  c r e a t i n g  new problems.  

M r .  F o r r e s t  B o l e s ,  E x e c u t i v e  V i c e - P r e s i d e n t  of t h e  Chamber 
of Commerce, s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  b u s i n e s s  community i n  g e n e r a l  i s  under  
a n  extzremely heavy p a p e r  workload.  W e  w e r e  p l e a s e d  t o  see S e n a t o r  
Smith r e d u c e  paperwork. I c e r t a i n l y  hope t h e  Committee w i l l  a d o p t  
S e n a t o r  S m i t h ' s  b i l l .  

M r .  Delno Pawlowski s t a t e d ,  t h a t  he  d i d n ' t  t h i n k  t h i s  b i l l  
was g o i n g  t o  h e l p  t h e  landowner one  b i t .  T h i s  b i l l  i s  too vague.  
W e  would b e  j u s t  where w e  w e r e  t e n  y e a r s  ago.  

M r .  Hans Haynie s t a t e d ,  t h a t  a f t e r  t h e  work i s  done i f  w e  d o n ' t  
a c c e p t  t h e  s e t t l e m e n t  w e  have  no r e c o u r s e  b u t  t o  g o  t o  C o u r t .  T h i s  
b i l l  i s  n o t  s t r o n g  enough t o  p r o t e c t  u s .  

S e n a t o r  Towe s a i d ,  he d i d n ' t  c a r e  i f  t h e  Committee p a s s e d  
S e n a t o r  S m i t h ' s  b i l l  o r  h i s  b i l l .  H e  a s k e d ,  p e r t a i n i n g  t o  S e n a t o r  
S m i t h ' s  b i l l ,  who i s  g o i n g  t o  s u p e r v i s e  t h i s .  I n  my b i l l  t h e r e  i s  a  
p r o v i s i o n  o f  t h e  Department  of  S t a t e  Lands t o  g o  o u t  and i n s p e c t  and  
s e e  i f  t h e y  a c t u a l l y  a r e  p l u g g i n g  t h e  h o l e s  and d o i n g  i t  r i g h t .  I t  
d o e s n ' t  a p p e a r  t o  m e  t o  r e q u i r e  p l u g g i n g  from t h e  bot tom up. I r e a l l y  
th ink  it i s  i m p o r t a n t  t o  p u t  it i n t o  some agency.  I s u g g e s t e d  t h e  
Department of  S t a t e  Lands a s  j u s t  k e e p i n g  it i n  t h e  C l e r k  of  t h e  
R e c o r d e r ' s  O f f i c e  i.s n o t  enough. There  s h o u l d  b e  some way t h a t  a  
f a r m e r  c a n  g e t  r e c o u r s e  w i t h o u t  go ing  t o  C o u r t .  

S e n a t o r  Smith a t  t h i s  t i m e  c l o s e d ,  by s a y i n g ,  t h a t  h e  r e a l i z e s  
t h e r e  i s  a  problem w i t h  B u r l i n g t o n  Nor the rn  l a n d s .  However, i n  t h i s  
b i l l  t h e  b i g  t h i n g  i s ,  what  i s  p r o p e r  p l u g g i n g  and  what i s  a  s h o t  h o l e .  
They have  t o l d  m e  t h a t  t h e y  a r e  g o i n g  t o  r e q u i r e  t h a t  e v e r y  s h o t  h o l e  
i s  p lugged i n  t h e  S t a t e  of Montana. When t h e r e  i s  a  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  
l o o s i n g  t h e i r  p e r m i t  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  t h e y  a r e n ' t  g o i n g  t o  have  t h a t  h o l e  
p r o p e r l y  p lugged .  I t h i n k  t h i s  i s  something t h a t  s h o u l d  have been done 
y e a r s  ago.  I hope t h a t  t h i s  Committee g i v e s  SB 241 a DO PASS. 

S e n a t o r  F lynn  wondered i f  t h e r e  i s n ' t  s u c h  a t h i n g  t h a t  d i f f e r e n t  
h o l e s  r e q u i r e  d i f f e r e n t  k i n d s  of  p lugg ing .  

M r .  Groff  s a i d ,  y e s ,  t h e r e  i s .  



S e n a t o r  F lynn  a s k e d ,  how i m p o r t a n t  i s  d i f f e r e n t  w a t e r  mix ing  
from d i f f e r e n t  w e l l s .  

M r .  Groff  s a i d ,  it c o u l d  b e  v e r y  i m p o r t a n t .  

S e n a t o r  FLynn s a i d ,  it c o u l d  b e  d i f f e r e n t  i n  d i f f e r e n t  areas. 

M r .  Groff  s a i d ,  t h a t ' s  r i g h t .  

S e n a t o r  Flynn a s k e d ,  if t h e r e  is pend ing  l i t i g a t i o n  i n  t h i s  s t a t e .  

S e n a t o r  Towe s a i d  t h e r e  i s  two sets o f  l a w s u i t s .  

S e n a t o r  Dover a sked  i f  SB 241 w i l l  g i v e  enough p r o t e c t i o n .  

M r .  Grof f  s a i d ,  y e s ,  b u t  w e  have g o t  t o  g e t  some r u l e s  and 
r e g u l a t i o n s  t o  g o  w i t h  it. 

S e n a t o r  Towe s a i d ,  maybe h e  c o u l d  work w i t h  t h e s e  p e o p l e  and 
maybe w e  c o u l d  have someth ing  t h e s e  p e o p l e  c o u l d  a g r e e  on .  

S e n a t o r  G a l t  s a i d ,  t h e s e  landowners when t h e y  bought  t h a t  l a n d  
must have  known t h a t  t h e  B u r l i n g t o n  Nor the rn  had t h e  m i n e r a l  r i g h t s .  

S e n a t o r  Towe s a i d ,  t h e  p o i n t  i s  t h a t ' s  f i n e .  Many e x p l o r a t i o n  
companies c a u s e  no problems.  But  when somebody comes and s a y s  w e  
would l i k e  t o  g e t  your  p e r m i s s i o n  b u t  w e  w i l l  d o  i t  whe the r  you l i k e  
it o r  n o t ,  t h e n  t h e  landowner g e t s  u p s e t .  

ADJOURNMENT: There b e i n g  no f u r t h e r  b u s i n e s s ,  S e n a t o r  F lynn  
a d j o u r n e d  t h e  mee t ing  a t  1 1 : l O  a .  m. 
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(Attachment #3) 

Statement from Wibaux Area Council as prepared byTm Weir, Chairman 

The Wibaux Area Council is a coalition of ranchers, farmers 

and townspeople in the Wibaux area. The council would like to express 

its strong support for SB 257. All too often when seismographers 

are finished in an area, they leave in their wake damaged wells, 

ruined wheat, disrupted acquifers and other damages. Unfortunately, 

a landowner has little recourse under present laws. These companies 

should be made responsible for damages done and should be required 

to leave the area in reasonable condition when they have finished. 

SB 257 will provide for this and we strongly urge the passage 

of this bill. 

As dictated to Vicki Johnson, aide to Senator Tom Towe 



Montana 
Farmers Union 

He1 ena, Montana 
Feb. 7, 1977 

Senator Tom Towe 
Cap i to l  B u i l d i n g  
He 1 ena , Montana 

Dear Senator Towe: 

I am w r i t i n g  t o  you today t o  express Montana Farmers Union 's  s t rong 
support f o r  SB 257, your b i l l  r e v i s i n g  t h e  gmphysicxl e x p l o r a t i o n  laws 
t o  s t  regthen t h e  p r o t e c t  ion sf  la^ d~ t .e ras ts  of the owners and 1 essees 
o f  the  land sur face where o i l  and gas e x p l o r a t i o n  i s  being conducted. 

A number o f  our members, p a r t i c u l a r l y  M r .  Mort Mortenson o f  C i r c l e ,  
have i nd i ca ted  t o  us t h a t  o i l  and gas e x p l o r a t i o n  crews have no t  been 
l i v i n g  up t o  t h e i r  o b l i g a t i o n  t o  leave the  sur face o f  t h e  land i n  as 
good a  s t a t e  a f t e r  they complete t h e i r  work as i t  was i n  when they began. 
  he^ have a l s o  informed us t h a t  these crews have n o t  been p rope r l y  p lug3 ing  
t e s t  holes,  and t h a t  i n  many cases t h i s  has l e d  t o  f o u l i n g  o f  nearby 
water supp l ies .  They have t o l d  us t h a t  they have no t  been ab le  t o  get 

B t h e i r  problems redressed i n  the  cour ts ,  and t h a t  t he re  i s  a  v i t a l  need 
f o r  l e g i s l a t i o n  such as yours. 

We f e e l  t h a t  your b i l l  addresses most o f  t he  problems which our 
people have had w i t h  o i l  and gas e x p l o r a t i o n  on t h e i r  p roper ty ,  and 
t h a t  i t  prov ides much needed p r o t e c t i o n  f o r  t he  owners and lessees of  
the sur face land, w i thout  imposing any undue hardships on t h e  people i n  
t he  o i  l and gas e x p l o r a t i o n  business. 

We hope you w i l l  work d i l i g e n t l y  t o  get t h i s  b i l l  passed, and we w i l l  
be happy t o  be o f  any ass is tance we can i n  c a r r y i n g  t h e  b i l l .  Feel f r e e  
t o  contac t  us i f  we can be o f  any help, and t o  c i r c u l a t e  t h i s  l e t t e r  t o  
the members nf the comniittee working on t he  bill i f  you so desi re,  

S incere ly ,  
! ' I  .' 

Ste6hen 0 .  Gunderson 
Leg i s  l a  t i ve Ass i s  t a n t  

' P. 0 .  Box 2447 Great  Falls, Montana 59403 Phone (406) 452-6466 
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(Attachment # 4 )  

iind 1 1 ~  I s ,  - -  1 s r - i : ;  i.,:;:. .,J:;:I .. ,.  ...- ,. , .?: 1 ,;:$v ht.x.si;y r f i ~ ~ t : . z a i l y  a.gree .kc: p$~*li l i t  ex~1or.e-t i o n  

. ,, - ., : , . 1 I , . :c.;:itl L., i31!:; krid ~ : I ~ V G ~ B I I % S  f o r t h  bcluw: 

Date : ---- 

i i d d l ~ c c ; ~  : - - -  

1 ,  I';:pe I tf I. 3 . n ~ ~ - a  L soui l lS:  - - -.- - 
, T r '  i i , : l - - r* t . i  i -r. i'<;rnp;l.~:; ht:l (is no I iiner*a! .',~d,erssts, name and address of 

,: l :i -:r!t ,3r e~n1:;loyrr hald ing such r igiits ; 

.kldresg. -- - -- 
I 

:, . ~ e i s s t  l P  , thela ills tru::ent p a n t  Lv; au thor i ty  to Explara tion Cornpeg from 

-.*.-.- -------a - Df i t ed -  

i>r~.or assig~nie:~Cs reaching back to surface 9 m r :  

Date. -- Assignor: - - 
. -- 



(Attachment # 5) 

My name irs Delno PaklXawskf 
X m rr Faraer an6 Ranohar wh~ Zives in 8 .  St, Mont. in McrCona! 
County. 
X ~ u n  a Bl~ectorr  an ths Bcmma2 at tho b a d  P P O ? J ~ O ~ ~ Y ~  A180. Ina. 
in Ctro le ,  Eant, 

Thie b i l l  would Clo f w  thg %ant!! amrr by Paw wh~t  
we b v e  been trylng t o  do 6 8  gaUlrtduala rn8 then by f~rmiw 
an kssocl&Oion an4 r~hflng crolle~8itIy POP y#W$, Ow: ka@o. 
w s ~  formed in 1969 out. d a t  w re18 m a  nsarrashtp. Since 
then we b r e  Wiad about car- raeansl tm eouTLd thla ot $0 
eibt f a i r  treatment Prom Peilrssegaph Gonagrnys aad C a a l  Expl~ratton 
Comrwnys and have run up &grin$% r Wiok vi&%l a@ ap+&k 
every time. We a r e  A O ~  OU% t e  gewLa on., 8x1 wa ask i s  
t b t  thefa  Exploretlong Qa~apany treat Land owrker i n  R t a b  
and buainesa l i k e  @snnar. 

Our. ksea. ham dra.ftod &n E: loration Agr@enb~nt that 
"g, cont&f_nraquc~wtions wcsf t~e l  t h a h n d  4rhAearIght  t o  

know about tho Company wiah$ng Ca do E~@scing. I bare a oopy 
here o f  such end agreement, Wa @ l o o  have & l a t ter  of 
a~uthorleation gfvlng the ksro, tha rtgk* ta kL1.g2~ on Pha land 
ob4nera behalf. 

Tho i a ~ t  Explor~tlong Co w u l l l  not  rooognlre OW Able., @van 
tilaugh wa are duly fnoorporaDhb. tBoul6 no% fill eta$ QW 
Zxplnratbon #i&reerasnt f o r  the A@@@. 6r ~ Q P  the XurU awn* an 
an i n d l v l d u a l .  Would n o t  n+g~t%ctr ftw & m q a r ,  

These Exglarahien Contpanyr amn Dhow %hey orwua8 
s d s c e  en3 ~ n d e r g a ~ n d  Wsy5sr w e  enly worktngg tor osas other 
Company or Corporatlng and %hare Qampanya or Uomaration# r a t  
trie mount they will par f sr dsrrrger &nd will net aegot;ie t a ~  
f o r  any amount more even thou h our oertr brcr piran an muah 
Li. n o t  Gore than %heres. If laad o-r b r  dasPgata euoh am 
w e 3 1 ~ ~  doing d r y  or praduotw Xam, $pringg@ %hat bvr  reduoed 
flow, Cr&cked baasment from blart2ng ahs~) t  MaY@n, b l o r  oaving 
in, Holes not  plugged &tl1 s i t e  hat cztesnsd up, hrbtrr not 
reaovad water veiniu ~ntnrningl lng Bouw -ID Blw* -11 
water that h a  lest  urity OF d ~ . i & i t ~ g  pu&~ i t r .  011 00. 
or 2ei lroad Co, or w R fahever Ce. that own the @@a% er Oar 
an Mineral right@ or teaere t o  Tihem0 liner81 ryr if y@U ha98 
O~f ia~qsa  Frove it, Thtr invalves a law suit and legad &atlen 
ftn3 In 811 m i t e  we b r a  f i l @ d  M d  thnt ha@ @@Pa $0 %sf@& er 
hewlng it is slrnarstr lapoasL.v1,a ts pmv? moat un4etr@orrnc% 
Bmbiyate. Urnrages sauoh as fa ntar Win@, #pstngr rrad wieblls. 




