
MINUTES O F  THE MEETING 
NATURAL FU3SOURCES 

MONTANA STATE SENATE 

F e b r u a r y  3 ,  1977 

The t e n t h  m e e t i n g . o f  t h e  N a t u r a l  Resources  Committee was c a l l e d  
t o  o r d e r  by S e n a t o r  George Rosk ie ,  Vice-Chairman, a t  9:30 a .  m .  on 
t h e  above d a t e  i n  Room 405 of t h e  S t a t e  C a p i t o l  B u i l d i n g .  

ROLL CALI,: Upon r o l l  c a l l  a l l  members w e r e  p r e s e n t  e x c e p t  
S e n a t o r  E l m e r  F lynn.  

M r .  L a r r y  Weinberg, S t a f f  A t t o r n e y  o f  t h e  L e g i s l a t i v e  Counc i l  
and 'I'ala S k a r i  of  t h e  Environmenta l  Q u a l i t y  C o u n c i l  w e r e  a l s o  p r e s e n t .  

CONSIDERATION OF SB 268: An A c t  t o  f u r t h e r  suspend a c t i o n  on .-- 
s o l u t i o n  e x t r a c t i o n  of  uranium u n t i l  A p r i l  1, 1978,  u n l e s s  t h e  Board 
of  H e a l t h  and Environmenta l  S c i e n c e s  a d o p t s  r u l e s  r e g u l a t i n g  t h i s  
p r o c e s s  b e f o r e  t h a t  d a t e .  

S e n a t o r  C a r r o l l  Graham, from D i s t r i c t  29, and Sponsor of  SB 268, 
s a i d  t h a t  t h i s  b i l l  a c t u a l l y  e x t e n d s  . t h e  moratorium on s o l u t i o n  
mining u n t i l  A p r i l  of 1978.  The Department  of N a t u r a l  Resources  h a s  
a sked  t o  have  t h i s  moratorium u n t i l  A p r i l  of 1978. A l e t t e r  from 
M r .  M .  K .  M o t t s ,  o f  t h e  Water Q u a l i t y  Bureau of t h e  Department  o f  
H e a l t h  and Environmenta l  S c i e n c e s ,  was r e a d  by S e n a t o r  Graham. 

DISPOSITION OF SR 268: Motion was made by S e n a t o r  J e r g e s o n  and 
seconded by S e n a t o r  Devine t h a t  SB 268 DO PASS. Motion c a r r i e d .  

A t  t h i s  t i m e ,  S e n a t o r  Roskie  a sked  t h e  Committee members i f  t h e y  
w e r e  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  a  J o i n t  Meeting w i t h  t h e  House N a t u r a l  Resources  
Committee members t o  d i s c u s s  t h e  e n e r g y  program. A f t e r  b r i e f  d i s c u s s i o n  
i t  was d e c i d e d  by t h e  C o m m i t t e e  t h a t  a  J o i n t  Meeting w i t h  t h e  House -. 
Committee might b e  a good i d e a .  

CONSIDERATION OF SB 297: An Act  t o  r e g u l a t e  g o l d - l e a c h i n g  
o p e r a t i o n s  i n v o l v i n g  t h e  c y a n i d e  p r o c e s s  and t o  i n s u r e  p r o t e c t i o n  of  
t h e  envi ronment  from t h e  t o x i c  s u b s t a n c e s  i n v o l v e d  i n  such  o p e r a t i o n s .  

S e n a t o r  Rober t  Wat t ,  Sponsor  of SB 297, spoke b r i e f l y  on S e n a t e  
B i l l  297. 

M r .  Kevin Glace ,  r e p r e s e n t i n g  T r o u t  U n l i m i t e d ,  s t a t e d  t h a t  h e  
was i n  favor of  t h i s  b i l l .  T h i s  b i l l  i.s a  working b i l l .  I t  i s  n o t  
an o b s t r u c t i o n  t o  t h e s e  t y p e s  o f  o p e r a t i o n .  

M r .  S t a n  Bradshaw, A t t o r n e y  from t h e  L e g a l  D i v i s i o n  o f  t h e  
Hea l th  Department ,  s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e y  had proposed some amendments 



t o  t h i s  b i l l .  He s a i d  t h a t  t h e y  w e r e  h e r e  n e i t h e r  t o  s u p p o r t  t h e  
b i l l  no r  t o  oppose  it. (See  At tachment  #1.) 

M r .  Ken Xnutson, P o l l u t i o n  C o n t r o l  B i o l o g i s t  f o r  t h e  Montana 
F i s h  and Game Department ,  s t a t e d  t h a t  f i s h e r m e n  w e r e  n o t  c a t c h i n g  
any f i s h  below t h e  c y a n i d e  l e a c h i n g  m i l l .  ( S l i d e  p r e s e n t a t i o n  
was g i v e n  by M r .  Knutson.)  

A t  t h i s  t i m e  opponents  o f  SB 297 w e r e  h e a r d .  

M r .  Edward C .  S c h i e t l i n s  o f  V i r g i n i a  C i t y ,  Montana, and 
r e p r e s e n t i n g  t h e  A l d e r  Gulch Truck ing ,  s t a t e d  t h a t  h e  f e l t  t h e  
e x i s t i n y  laws w e r e  e n t i r e l y  adequa te .  You a r e  j u s t  add ing  more 
laws t h d t  p e o p l e  c a n ' t  b e g i n  t o  comply w i t h .  The o p e r a t i o n  on 
Rock Creek shows t h a t  t h e  laws a r e  working.  I f  you do have a n  
accidental s p i l l  you can  d e c a l c i f y  your  c y a n i d e .  I t  i s  r e a l l y  
n o t  much more d e a d l y  t h a n  s a l t .  

M r .  C .  P .  Hoover o f  P h i l i p s b u r g ,  Montana, r e p r e s e n t i n g  t h e  
Golden J u b i l e e  Mines, I n c . ,  s t a t e d  t h a t  h e  was a g a i n s t  t h i s  b i l l .  
H e  s a i d  i t  i s  u n f a i r ,  unwar ran ted ,  and a b s o l u t e l y  u n n e c e s s a r y .  
I t  i s  a n  i m p o s s i b i l i t y  a t  t h i s  t i m e  t o  f u l l y  u n d e r s t a n d  and f u l l y  
implement t h e  e x i s t i n g  laws t h a t  a r e  p r e s e n t l y  on  t h e  books .  The 
Golden J u b i l e e  h a s  a n  i n v e s t m e n t  i n  e x c e s s  o f  $250,000 and i n  t h e  
m i l l  we have  a n  i n v e s t m e n t  o f  $2 ,000,000.  W e  have  35 - 40 employees 
w i t h  a p a y r o l l  of $75,000 p e r  y e a r .  

Mr. R. G .  Garwood, r e p r e s e n t i n g  t h e  Northwest  Mining A s s o c i a t i o n  
and t h e  P l a c e r  Amex I n c . ,  s t a t e d  t h a t  t h i s  b i l l  w i l l  add a n o t h e r  
s t a t e  agency.  W e  a l r e a d y  have  enough s t a t e  and f e d e r a l  a g e n c i e s  
o v e r s e e i n g  o u r  o p e r a t i o n s .  I t  is  d o u b t f u l  t h a t  t h e  Department  o f  
Environmental S c i e n c e s  h a s  p e o p l e  who u n d e r s t a n d  l e a c h i n g .  The 
o p e r a t o r  w i l l  have t o  spend a d d i t i o n a l  money and a d d i t i o n a l  t i m e  
b e f o r e  t h e  p r o p e r t y  i s  e v e r  b r o u g h t  i n t o  p r o d u c t i o n .  A t  S u n l i t e  w e  
have  moni to red  and t e s t e d  t h e  w a t e r  and t h e  J e f f e r s o n  R i v e r  c o n t a i n e d  
rnore c y a n i d e  t h a n  t h e  w a t e r  a round  o u r  p l a n t .  Mother N a t u r e  p roduces  
c y a n i d e .  I f  it i s  o n l y  measurab le  amounts i t  won ' t  k i l l  a  l i v i n g  t h i n g .  

M r .  Henry McClernan, r e p r e s e n t i n g  S. L.  G r o f f ,  D i r e c t o r  o f  t h e  
Montana Bureau o f  Mines and Geology, s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e y  f e e l  t h a t  i f  
t h i s  b i l l  p a s s e s  you a r e  g o i n g  t o  r u n  i n t o  i n t e r p r e t a t i v e  problems.  
W e  d o n ' t  see t h a t  t h e r e  would b e  a  problem even i f  t h e r e  was a  s p i l l  
i n t o  t h e  s t r e a m s .  H e  s t a t e d  t h a t  he was f a m i l i a r  w i t h  t h i s  Rock Creek 
p r o p e r t y  b e i n g  h i s  f i e l d  i s  mining and geo logy .  

M r .  Garry  P r e s t o n ,  of  t h e  Alder  Gulch M i l l ,  s t a t e d  t h a t  one  o f  
t h e  problems o f  c y a n i d e  i s  t h e  e m o t i o n a l  impac t .  H e  s t a t e d  t h a t  t h i s  
b i l l  i s  t o t a l l y  unnecessa ry .  I t  i s  t o o  ambiguous and i t  i s  n o t  
r e a l i - s t i c .  1 a m  a c t i v e  i n  T r o u t  Unl imi ted  and I have  y e t  t o  see a 
f i s h  k i l l e d  by c y a n i d e .  I t  is  more l i k e l y  t o  b e  caused by a  d i s t u r b a n c e  



of t11e ground.  There  h a s  been no h i s t o r i c a l  proof  of f i s h  b e i n g  
k l l l e d  by c y a n i d e .  The Board o f  H e a l t h  h a s  no proof  and t h e  F i s h  
and Game h a s  no p r o o f .  

M r .  John Magnus o f  S h e r i d a n ,  Montana, r e p r e s e n t i n g  t h e  
Southwest  Mining A s s o c i a t i o n ,  s t a t e d  t h a t  h e  was oppos ing  S B  2 9 7 ,  
e s p e c i a l l y  opposing i t  i n  S e c t i o n  5 and S e c t i o n  8 .  

M r .  Norman Rogers ,  r e p r e s e n t i n g  Rogers Gold Mining Company, 
s t a t e d  t h a t  he  was opposing t h e  b i l l .  and a g r e e d  w i t h  a l l  o f  t h e  
opposing t e s t i m o n y  t h o r o u g h l y .  

M r .  G r a n t  Cook, r e p r e s e n t i n g  t h e  John H.  Banks L a b o r a t o r y ,  
spoke i n  o p p o s i t i o n  t o  t h i s  b i l l  a l s o .  

I n  summary, S e n a t o r  Watt  s t a t e d  t h a t  t h i s  b i l l  i s  i n t e n d e d  
t o  s t o p  p o l l u t i o n  o f  s m a l l  s t r e a m s  by some p e o p l e .  W e  have  p e o p l e  
i n  t h e  mining b u s i n e s s  who know what t h e y  a r e  d o i n g .  The p o i n t  
made a b o u t  " w i t h i n  1 ,000  f e e t  of  t h e  bank o f  a  p e r e n n i a l  s t r e a m "  
i s  q u i t e  i m p r a c t i c a l  I a g r e e .  

S e n a t o r  Smith  q u e s t i o n e d  whe the r  any dead f i s h  had been found.  

M r .  Knutson r e p l i e d  t h a t  some p e o p l e  s a i d  t h a t  t h e y  had found 
some dead  f i s h  i n  February  of  1976. 

S e n a t o r  Smith s a i d ,  w o u l d n ' t  t h e  f i s h  have  t o  s w i m  t h r o u g h  
t h i s  a r e a  t o  g e t  t o  upper  a r e a  o f  s t r e a m  - t h i s  1 ,000 f e e t  o f  t h e  
bank  of a  p e r e n n i a l  s t r e a m  and w i t h i n  f l o o d  p l a i n  o f  a  p e r e n n i a l  
s t r e a m .  Wouldn ' t  t h i s  be a l m o s t  i m p o s s i b l e .  What a r e  w e  g o i n g  
t o  d o  t o  t h e  economy f o r  t h e  p e o p l e  o f  t h e  S t a t e  o f  Montana. Don ' t  
w e  now have  t h e  p r o t e c t i o n  from t h e  Department  o f  H e a l t h  and from 
t h e  Bureau o f  Mines. 

M r .  Bradshaw s a i d  t h a t  t h e  problem w i t h  some c y a n i d e  m i l l s  i s  
t h e y  d o n ' t  f i n d  out. u n t i l  t h e r e  i s  a  v i o l a t i o n .  W e  a r e  j u s t  t r y i n g  
t o  g e t  some k i n d  of  a  r ev iew.  The amendments proposed a r e  some o f  
t h e  t h i n g s  p e o p l e  h e r e  w e r e  concerned a b o u t .  

S e n a t o r  Smith asked  i f  w e  do n o t  have  laws now t h a t  see t o  i t  
t h a t  t h e y  d o  n o t  c o n s t r u c t  a n  o p e r a t i o n  t h a t  d o e s n ' t  m e e t  t h e  
environmental .  s t a n d a r d s .  

M r .  Bradshaw s a i d ,  y e s ,  i f  t h e r e  is  g o i n g  t o  b e  a  d i s c h a r g e .  

S e n a t o r  Manley s a i d  I have  t o  a g r e e  w i t h  t h e  m i n e r s .  I t h i n k  
t h e r e  a re  a d e q u a t e  laws on  t h e  books.  They have  laws t o  g o v e r n  
mining.  I oppose  t h i s  b i l l  w h o l e h e a r t e d l y .  



DISPOSITION O F  SB 297 :  Motion w a s  made by S e n a t o r  Manley t h a t  --- 
S B  297 DO NOT PASS. Motion was t h e n  w i t h h e l d .  

S e n a t o r  J e r g e s o n  s a i d  he  would l i k e  t o  a s k  t h e  mining p e o p l e  - 
a r e  t h e r e  rnany problems on  t h i s  1 ,000  f e e t  - 

M r .  P r e s t o n  s a i d  t h a t  i n s t e a d  of t a l k i n g  a b o u t  c y a n i d e  t h e y  
s h o u l d  b e  t a l k i n g  a b o u t  something t h a t  i s  r e a l l y  dangerous  - l i k e  
s t r y c h n i n e  o r  such .  

S e n a t o r  J e r g e s o n  a s k e d  i f  t h e y  c o u l d  t a k e  t h e  c y a n i d e  w i t h  them 
when t h e y  a r e n ' t  a t  t h e  mine.  

M r .  P r e s t o n  answered t h a t  c y a n i d e  s t a r t s  t o  d e t e r i o r a t e  - 
b a s i c a l l y  t h e r e  would b e  no c y a n i d e  l e f t .  

S e n a t o r  J e r g e s o n  asked  i f  f i s h  have  a  lower  t o l e r a n c e  f o r  c y a n i d e  
t h a n  humans. 

M r .  Knutson r e p l i e d ,  y e s .  

S e n a t o r  Roskie  a s k e d  i f  . 0 5  i s  t h e  t o x i c  l e v e l .  

M r .  Knutson r e p l i e d ,  y e s ,  s ir .  

S e n a t o r  G a l t  a sked  i f  t h e y  have  t h e  a u t h o r i t y  now from t h e  p r e s e n t  
law i f  c y a n i d e  is  b e i n g  dumped i n t o  a  stream. 

M r .  J i m  Brown o f  t h e  H e a l t h  Department  r e p l i e d  t h a t  t h e y  c a n  c l o s e  
them up i f  c y a n i d e  is  i n  a  s t r e a m .  

Motion was a g a i n  made by S e n a t o r  Manley t h a t  SB 297 DO NOT PASS. 
Motion was seconded by S e n a t o r  Dover. 

S u b s t i t u t e  mot ion  was t h e n  made by S e n a t o r  J e r g e s o n  t h a t  we amend 
SB 297 by i n c l u d i n g  t h e  new language  i n  t h e  proposed amendments b u t  
s t r i k i n g  o u t  S e c t i o n  2 - S u b - s e c t i o n  1 ( a )  and ( b )  and renumbering t h e  
o t h e r  s e c t i o n s .  (See  At tachment  # 2 .  ) 

R o l l  c a l l  v o t e  was t a k e n .  S i x  m e m b e r s  v o t i n g  a g a i n s t  t h e  mot ion  
and  one  member v o t i n g  i n  f a v o r  of t h e  mot ion  - t h e  mot ion  l o s t .  (See 
a t t a c h e d  r o l l  c a l l  v o t e . )  

Motion w a s  t h e n  made by S e n a t o r  Manley and seconded by S e n a t o r  
Dover t h a t  SB 297 DO NOT PASS. R o l l  c a l l  v o t e  was t a k e n .  S i x  members 
v o t i n g  y e s  and one  member v o t i n g  no, t h e  mot ion  c a r r i e d  s u c c e s s f u l l y .  
(See a t t a c h e d  r o l l  c a l l  v o t e . )  



S e r l d t o r  Smith a s k e d  i f  anyone would p u t  i n  a p l a n t  and  t h e n  be 
1 1 ,  3 p o s l t i o n  where t h e  Depar tment  o f  H e a l t h  c o u l d  c l o s e  them dawn. 

M r .  Bradshaw s a i d  h e  r e a l l y  d i d n ' t  know. 

ADJOURNMENT: T h e r e  b e i n g  no f u r t h e r  b u s i n e s s ,  S e n a t o r  Rosk ie  -- 
~ d j o u r n e d  t h e  m e e t i n g  a t  1 1 : l O  a .  m .  
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: S u b s t i t u t e  Mot ion  was made by S e n a t o r  J e r q e s o n  t h a t  w e  amend 

SB 2 9 7  i n c l u d i n s  t h e  new l a n q u a q e  i n  t h e  p r o p o s e d  amendnlerlts but .- .----- 

s t r i k i n q  o u t  S e c t i o n  2 - S u b - s e c t i o n  1 (a )  and  ( b )  a n d  r e n u m b e r i n g  -- - ... --- 
t h e  o t h e r  s e c t i o n s .  6 v o t i n g  N o  a n d  1 v o t i n g  y e s ,  m o t i o n  l o s t .  

( rlrrclt*. erotqn infonnatim on mtion--put with yellow oapy of 
ammi tw.e rep*. ) 



(ATTACHWNT # 2 ) 

PROPOSED AMENDF4ENTS TO SEFSATE BILL 297 

Submitted by The Department o f  Heal th and Environmental Sciences 

Senate B i  11 297 i s  amended t o  read as fo l lows:  

On page 1, l i n e  4, a f t e r  t he  phrase "At4 ACT TO" i n s e r t  'RMEND THE MONTANA 

WATER POLLUTION --- CONTROL ACT, TITLE 69, CHAPTER 48, R.C.M. 1947," 

On page 1, l i n e  5, de le te  "GOLD-LEACHING" and i n s e r t  "MINERAL EXTRACTION"; 

On page 1, l i n e  5, a f t e r  "CYANIDE" i n s e r t  "OR MERCURY"; 

On page 1, l i n e  7, a f t e r  "OPERATIONS" delete the It." and i n s e r t  "; AMENDING 

SECTIOrl 63-1806, R. C.M. 1947. " 

On page 1, 1 i ne  10, a f t e r  "Section 1." de le te  a l l  o f  the language through 

the end o f  l i n e  24 on page 3 and i n s e r t  the fo l lowinq:  

Section 69-4806 i s  amended t o  read as fo l lows: 

"Section 69-4806. P o l l u t i o n  unlawful - permits. It i s  unlawful to :  

( 1 )  cause p o l l u t i o n  as def ined i n  Sect ion 69-4802(5), R.C.M. 1947, on 

any s ta te  waters o r  t o  place o r  cause t o  be placed any waters i n  a l oca t i on  

where they are l i k e l y  t o  cause p o l l u t i o n  o f  any s t a t e  waters; 

( 2 )  ca r r y  on any o f  the  fo l low ing  a c t i v i t i e s  wi thout  a cur rent  permi t  

from the department; 

( a )  construct, modify, o r  operate a disposal system which discharges t o  

any s t a t e  water; o r  

(b)  construct  o r  use any o u t l e t  f o r  the  discharqe o f  sewaae, i n d u s t r i a l  

waste, o r  other waste t o  any s t a t e  waters; o r  

(c )  discharge sewage, i n d u s t r i a l  waste o r  o ther  wastes i n t o  any s ta te  

waters; - o r  

I d )  ex t rac t  mineral s usinq operations i nvo l v i ng  cyanide o r  mercury processes. 

( 3 )  ~ i e ~ a t e - a ~ y - t i ~ i t a k i 0 ~ - C m p 0 ~ e d - b y - a - e ~ P P e ~ k - p e ~  v i o l a t e  any 

p rov is ion  set  f o r t h  i n  a permi t  o r  s t i p u l a t i o n ,  i nc l ud ing  but  no t  l i m i t e d  t o  

l i m i t a t i o n s  and condi t ions contained therein;  



( 4 )  v i o l a t e  any order issued pursuant t o  t h i s  chapter; o r  

( 5 )  v i o l a t e  any p rov is ion  o f  t h i s  chapter." 

Section 2. There i s  a new R.C.M. sect ion which reads as fo l lows:  

"tilinimurn const ruct ion requirements f o r  mineral ex t r ac t i on  operations 

i nvo l v i ng  cyanide o r  mercury processes. No permit  may be granted for: the opera- 

t i o n  o f  a cyanide o r  mercury ex t rac t i on  process unless the fo l lowin 'g requirements 

are s a t i s f i e d :  
- ----- ---- - - e n -  . -. -.---I - - 

(: ' Leaching pads, t a i l i n g s  ponds, o r  ho ld ing ponds must be constructed 

i n  a manner and o f  mater ia ls  which w i l l  pr'event the seepage o f  any cyanide o r  

mercury bear ing s o l u t i o n  i n t o  s o i l  below and adjacent t o  the ex t rac t ion  s i t e ,  

o r  i n t o  any s t a t e  waters. 

(2) Cyanide o r  mercury s tored a t  an ex t rac t i on  s i t e  must be i n  containers 

o f  s u f f i c i e n t  s t rength t o  prevent any leakage o r  sp i l l age .  

( 3) I f  t h e  ex t rac t i on  operat ion i s  seasonal o r  i n t e r m i t t e n t ,  no cyanide, 

nlercury o r  o the r  t o x i c  substance may be l e f t  a t  the ex t rac t i on  s i t e  when opera- 

t ions are no t  i n  progress, unless a f u l l - t i m e  caretaker remains a t  the s i t e . "  
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r> -> ..; 1; i L> .,< . G e o l g e ,  V ice -cha i rman  ----- 
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ley , John  --- 

T3everl.f B r d u t  Elmer F l y n n  
&retary C h a d  

miion: --- Motion  -..------ was made by S e n a t o r  Manley a n d  seconded by 

-- S e n a t o r . D o v e r  t h a t  S .  B. 297 Do N o t  P a s s .  6 v o t i n g  yes 

and 1 v o t i n q  no ,  t h e  m o t i o n  c a r r i e d .  

(include enough infomation on motion--pit with yellow wpy of 
cxmnittee report. ) 



STANDING COMMITTEE REPORT 
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We, your conunittee on ............................................................................................................... 

.......................................................... ......... ........................................ hdving had ander corlsideration S.#%A%!% Bill No. ??7 

..... ............................................................ Respecrf ully report as follows: That .............................. SJj3&&?!& Ril l  No. .3.97.7., 

S T A T &  PUB. CO. 
ttelend, Mont. 



(ATTACHMENT # 1 ) 
, 

PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO SEUATE BILL 297 

Submitted by The Department o f  Ileal t h  and Environmental Sciences 

Senate B i l l  297 i s  amended t o  read as fo l lows: 

On page 1, l i n e  4, a f t e r  the  phrase "AN ACT TO" i n s e r t  'RtilEND THE MOMTANA 

WATER POLLUTION CONTROL ACT, TITLE 69, CHAPTER 48, R.C.M. 1947," - 

On page 1, l i n e  5, de le te  "GOLD-LEACHING'' and i n s e r t  "MINERAL EXTRACTION"; 

On page 1, l i n e  5, a f t e r  "CYANIDE" i n s e r t  "OR MERCURY"; 

On page 1, l i n e  7, a f t e r  "OPERATIONS" de le te  the "." and i n s e r t  "; AMENDING 

SECTION 63-4806, R.C.M. 1947." - 
On page 1, 1 i ne  10, a f t e r  "Section 1. " delete a1 1 o f  the 1 anguage through 

the end o f  l i n e  24 on page 3 and i n s e r t  the fo l lowing:  

Section 69-4806 i s  amended t o  read as fo l lows: 

"Section 69-4806. P o l l u t i o n  unlawful - permits. It i s  unlawful t o :  

(1) cause p o l l u t i o n  as def ined i n  Section 69-4802(5), R.C.M. 1947, on 

any s ta te  waters o r  t o  place o r  cause t o  bc placed any waters i n  a l o ca t i on  

where they are l i k e l y  t o  cause p o l l u t i o n  o f  any s ta te  waters; 

( 2 )  ca r ry  on any o f  the  fo l low ing  a c t i v i t i e s  wi thout  a current  permit  

from the department; 

(a)  construct, modify, o r  operate a disposal system which discharges t o  

any s ta te  water; o r  

(b) construct  o r  use any o u t l e t  f o r  the discharge o f  sewage, i n d u s t r i a l  

waste, o r  other waste t o  any s t a t e  waters; o r  

( c )  discharge sewage, i n d u s t r i a l  waste o r  o ther  wastes i n t o  any s ta te  

waters; - o r  

ex t rac t  minerals usinq operations i nvo l v i ng  cyanide o r  mercury processes. (d)  

(3 )  v i e t a t e - a ~ y - S i m l t a t i e ~ - i m p e 3 e d - b y - a - e u r ~ e ~ t - p e m  v i o l a t e  any 

p rov is ion  set  f o r t h  i n  a permi t  o r  s t i p u l a t i o n ,  i nc lud ing  but  no t  l i m i t e d  t o  

1 im i t a t i ons  and condi t ions contained there in ;  



( 4 )  violate any order issued pursuant t o  th ls  chapter; o r  

(5 )  violate any provision o f  thfs chapter," 

Section 2. There is  a new R.C.M. section whlch reads as follows: 

"Idin imum construction requf rements for  mlneral extraction operations 

involving cyanide or mercury processes. Ma permit nay be granted fo r  the opera- 

tion o f  a cyanide or  mercury extraction process unless the followin'g requirements 

are sat isf ied:  

(1 )  No leaching pads, tai l ings ponds, or holdtng ponds may be located: 

(a )  within 1,000 feet  of the ordinary high-water mark of any perennf a? 

styearn; or 
1 

i 
i ( b )  within the 100-year flood plain o f  a perennial stream. 
\ 

(2 )  Leaching pads, t a i l  ings ponds, o r  holding ponds must be constructed 

in a manner and of materials which will pr'event the seepage o f  any cyanide or 

mercury bearing solution into soil  below and adjacent to  the extraction s i t e ,  

or into any s ta te  waters. 

( 3 )  Cyanide or mercury stored e t  an extraction s i t e  must be i n  containers 

of sufficient  strength t o  prevent any leakage or  spillage. 

( 4 )  If the extraction operation i s  seasonal or intermittent, no cyanide, 

mercury or other toxic substance may be l e f t  a t  the extractfon s i te  when opera- 

tions are not i n  progress, unless a full-tfme caretaker remains a t  the si te ."  




