MINUTES OF THE MEETING
LOCAL GOVERNMENT COMMITTEE
MONTANA STATE SENATE

January 28, 1977

The meeting of the Local Government Committee was
called to order by Vice Chairman Watt on January 28, 1977
at 9:30 A. M. in Room 410 of the State Capitol Building.

ROLL CALL: All members were present.

The following visitors were present: Ray White,
Montana Assessors Association; Robert Deschamps III,
Montana County Attorneys Association; Tom Honz: 1, Montana
County Attorneys Association; A. Evon Anderson, Montana
County Attorneys President; Paul Reese; Skippy Reese;
Mrs. Hardin Todd; Ruth Stearns; Wesley Stearns; County
Commissioner; Bonnie J. Miller, Clerks and Recorders
Association; Jim Richard, DCA: Dan Obermeyer, Montana
Association of Planners; Dan Bukrich, Clerk of Court:;
Lloyd Studheim, County Assessor, Lewis & Clark County;
Donald Kerns, City of Helena; John Bell, Clerks and
Recorders; Doug Campbell, Assesscrs; Robert E. Arras,
Clerk and Recorder; Dean Holmes, Mayor, Miles City; Dean
Zinnecker, Montana Association of Counties, Clara Gilreath,
Clerk of Court; Darlene O'Leary, County Treasurer; Helen
Kovich, Clerk & Recorder; Phyllis Diehl, County Assessor;
Tom Collins, Montana Association of Realtors; Mary Lou
Meyer, Clerk of District Court; Nora J. Smole, Clerk of
District Court; Florence McGibovey, Clerk of District
Court and W.J. "Babe" Mahoney, Clerk of District Court.

CONSIDERATION OF SENATE BILL 192: Senator McCallum,
Distrizst 12, sponsor of Senate Bill 192 stated this bill
would give the elected county officials a 20% raise in pay
as we have in the past. This procedure seems to meet with
the approval of elected officials.

Wesley Stearns, Sanders County Commissioner, testified
in favor of Senate Bill 192. He stated the 20% increase
is for the biennium and not for one year. Hardin Todd,
Clerk of Court, Billings, stated the elected officials
do not want the county commissioners to set their salaries.
Mr. Todd stated he had a letter from the County Commissioners,
Yellowstone County, stating they support Senate Bill 192
and do not wish to set the county elected officials’
salaries (attached). Tom Schneider, Montana Public
Employees Association, supports Senate Bill 192. Without
it, countv officials will not receive an increase in salary
this year. John Bell, Clerks and Recorders, testified
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in support of Senate Bill 192. Mr. Bell asked the committee
to consider an amendment to the bill to make a 10% increase
in 1977 and a 10% increase in 1978. Tom Honzel, County
Attorney's Office, Lewis & Clark County, supported Senate
Bill 192 and recommended an amendment to the bill (attached).
Ray White, County Assessors Association, stated assessors
wanted to be included with the elected county officials.

Mr. White supported Mr. Bell's amendment. Bonnie Miller,
Clerks and Recorders Association, testified in support of
Senate Bill 192 and Mr. Bell's amendment. Robert Deschamps III,
County Attorney's Office, Missoula, favors Senate Bill

192 and Mr. Honzel's amendment. Helen Kovich, Clerk and
Recorder, Lewis & Clark County, and Robert Arras, Clerk and
Recorder, testified in support of Senate Bill 192. Mr.

Arras submitted letters from elected officials in Missoula
County (attached).

There were no opponents of the bill present.

After a brief discussion by the committee, Senator
McCallum stated he saw nothing wrong with continuing a
custom that evidently has been most agreeable to all
concerned.

Vice Chairman Watt turned the Chair over to Chairman
McCallum to continue the hearing.

CONSIDERATION OF SENATE BILL 195: Senator Flynn,
sponsor of the bill, gave a brief resume.

Tom Collins, Montana Association of Realtors, testified
in support of Senate Bill 195.

Jim Richard, Department of Community Affairs, opposed
Senate Bill 195. Dean Zinnecker, Montana Association
of Counties, stated 10,000 square feet is too small and
the cash donation in lieu of dedication should remain in
effect as it is very difficult for lcoccal government to
handle small parks and the maintenance of them. Dean Holmes,
Mayor, Miles City, opposed certain parts of Senate Bill 195.
He feels the cash donation in lieu of dedication to be
very important. Dan Obermeyer, Montana Association of
Planners, supported key concepts of Senate Bill 195, but
opposed the size of parcels that would cause sub-standard
parks. Donald Kerns, Assistant City Manager, Helena,
opposed Senate Bill 195 (attached). Denis Vogt, Lewis
and Clark Planning Board, opposed Senate Bill 195. Glen
Drake, League of Cities and Tow-=. npposed Senate Bill 195
due to the density factor contrc:l.

Senator Flynn stated that cities have park boards
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but in subdivisions the people buying the lots pay for the
parks.

Senator Thomas moved to amend Senate Bill 192 as
follows:

1. Amend page 4, section 1.

Following: line 24

Insert: "Section 2. One-half of the total salary
increases provided for in section 1 shall be effective
July 1, 1977, and the remainder of such increases
shall be effective July 1, 1978."

Senator Lockrem seconded the motion. A roll call vote
was called by the Chairman (attached). Motion carried.

Senator Peterson moved the following amendment to
Senate Bill 192:

2. Amend page 4, section 1, line 24.
Strike: " ($25,000)"
Insert: " ($30,000)"

Senator Watt seconded the motion. A roll call vote
was called by the Chairman (attached). Motion carried.

Senator Thiessen moved that Senate Bill 164 be given
a "Do Pass" recommendation. Senator Lockrem seconded the
motion. Senator Dunkle moved that Senate Bill 164 be given
a "Do Not Pass" recommendation. Senator Story seconded
the motion. A roll call vote was called by the Chairman
(attached). Motion carried. Senator Thiessen asked for
a minority committee report.

Senator Watt moved that Senate Bill 192 be give an
"And As So Amended, Do Pass" recommendation. Senator
Peterson seconded the motion. A roll call vote was called
by the Chairman. Motion carried.

Senator Story will work wi+th Senator Flynn on Senate
Bill 195.

ADJOURN: The meeting adjourned at 11:15. The next
meeting will be Monday, January 31, 1977 to consider Senate
Bills 224 & 225.

At

McCallum Chairman
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January 28, 1977

Senator George McCallum, Chairman
Senate Local Government Committee

Mr. Chairman and members of the Local Government
Committee.

Please support S.B. 192, Salary Increase for County Elected
Cfficers for the following reasons:

Section 25-605 allows the Elected County Officials to obtain
2 pay increase without the possibility of personal feelings or
personalities entering into the matter.

In each of the 56 Counties, there are good, dedicated officials
who for some reason could never get a fair pay raise.

I feel each official, in each Courthouse, deserves the
same salary.

1A DIN E. TODD
CLERK OF DISTRICT COURT
YELLOWSTOWE COUNTY
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Senator George McCallum, Chairman ‘ ‘ﬂ 4
Local Government Committee Coa el

Members of Local Government Committee
Dear Senator McCallum and Members:

The Board of County Commissioners of Yellowstone County, Montana,
respectively request your support on SB 192.

We feel we are completely justified in requesting a 10% increase
in salary this year and an additional 10% in 1978 for the following
reasons:

1. City Clerks receive considerably more salary than County Clerks,
while County Clerks have more responsibility, which includes the
entire election department.

2. Elected officials in 1lst Class Counties must serve fulltime
in order to do an adequate job due to increasing responsibilities.

3. VYellowstone County will be considering an approximate 10% salary
increase for their employees this camlng budget time as inflation

continues its spiral.

4. If no raise is granted by this session, it will be 1979 before
another raise can be considered.

In summary, we would be most appreciative of your earnest consideration
and support on this matter.

Very truly yours,

"BOARD OF COUNTYNCOMMISSIONERS
YEEROWS E COUNYY, MONTANA

Zeo Kam . Crm%
4u¢fo /

E. ;;?iiz;gc , Member
Z Tl
; . Christensen, Member

DEC;ss : RPN




NAME: (% A _DATE: '{Zq_ 23
ADDRESS: Aok o )

PHONE: v i s W S N ¥,

REPRESENTING WHOM? M é W ff‘;'t

APPEARING ON WHICH PROPOSAL: J‘ /?2-

DO YOU:  SUPPORT? X

it
e
¥

TV IVA CT' T ITYATTIS A RNTLY TS 910N N 1S TV - 2990t NPV T n TV aet e [y BRI Y S sauayy WS PO wuy S0y P Weeaun | T P



-

o --\«_//';"7 //»‘u/ — paTE: ) = 22~
ADDRESS : ()Oq.‘ﬂg] ;9/{01})(;14 4 KAg/é cu.-.;/l

PHONE : Y¥YL- Yyuo 3

REPRESENTING WHOM? ’r5 (’o.,._s;/,ﬁ ' Aﬂ/ﬂﬂ?_( :
P

APPEARING ON WHICH PROPOSAL: S /fZ. 3
DO YOU:  SUPPORT? — AMEND? o «—  oppose?
COMMENTS: Amal '/o M\de = a\o—J} ‘/f«/w#,__

7 20 _00d




AP s b T Bl B W e S T

MONTANA COUNTY ATTCRNEYS' ASSOCIATION
1230 Eleventh Avenue
‘Helena, Montana 58601

January 27, 1977

Senator George McCallum, Chairman
Senate Local Government Committee
Capitol Station

Helena, Montana 59601

Re: Senate Bill 192
Dear Senator McCallum:

As T discussed with you previously, Senate Bill 192, which you are
sponsoring, increases the salaries of the elected county officials with
the exception of county attorneys in the seven largest counties.

The Montana County Attorneys' Association respectfully proposes for
your consideration the following amendment to that Bill:

Amend page 4, line 24, by striking ''$25,000.00 per
year' and inserting therefor the following langu-
age: '"the same as the salary paid to a judge of
the district court." _

The principal reason for the proposed amendment is that the qualifi-
cations for the position of county.attorneys in counties with populations
over 30,000 are exactly the same as the qualifications for district court
judges.

In addition, a number of recent reports, including the report from
the Montana Justice Project, recommend that where the prosecuting attor-
ney is a full time position, his salary should be the same as that paid
to judges having general trial jurisdiction in the state.

If the proposed amendment is not accepted, we respectfully request
that county attorneys in the seven largest counties be given salary in-
creases comparable to those which have been proposed for the other
elected county officials.

Thank you for your consideration.

~ Very truly yours, .
»aﬂjﬂyﬂAs C,\HONZEL ﬂ
TCH/d1 $1 ;t ﬁ;tft' ‘
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MISSOULA COUNTY SUPERINTENDENT OF SCHOOLS

207 COURTHOUSE MISSOULLA MONTANA 59801 (408) 543-7612

%

- January 27, 1977

Senator George McCallum
Senate Local Government Committee
Helena, Montana 59601

Dear Senator McCallum:

I am sure you are aware of the affect that the
rising cost of living and inflation are having on each
of us. Elected county officials are especially hard
hit because our salaries are traditionally on the lower
end of the scale.

Senate Bill 192 provides for a 20 percent salary
increase split over the next two years. This by no means
increases our purchasing power but it does help to main-
tain what we currently have.

I sincerely urge that you support our efforts for
successful passage of Senate Bill 192.

Thank you for your time and consideration.
Respectfully,

Gary . Steuerwald
Missoula County
Superintendent of Schools

GWS /kp

GARY STEUEEWALD s SUPERINTENDENT
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MISSOULA COUNTY

. / OFFICE OF THE COUNTY AUDITOR

ROOM 212, COURTHOUSE ANNEX
MISSQULA, MONTANA E8801
TELEPHONE: (408) B49-1828

GENEVIEVE F. SPAULDING ' " LINDA M. EVERHARD
AUDITOR CHIEF DEPUTY

January 27, 1977

Senator George McCallum
Senate Local Government Committee
Helena, Montana 59601

Dear Senator McCallum:

I am sure you are aware of the affect that the rising cost of living and inflation
are having on each of us. Elected county officials are especially hard hit because our
salaries are traditionally on the lower end of the scale.

Senate Bill 192 provides for a 20 percent salary increase split over the next two
years. This by no means increases our purchasing power, but it does help to maintain

what we currently have.

I sincerely urge that you support our efforts for successful passage of Senate Bill
192.

Thank you for your time and consideration.

Respectfully,
(

aégibwuad‘tévQL/ 7 ¢ié;§
Genevieve F. Spaulding aL&LthCZE;L

Missoula County Auditor

GFS/dw
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MISSOULA COUNTY

. OFFICE OF THE COUNTY TREASURER
’ P. 0. BOX 7249
MISSOULA, MONTANA 59807

ARLINE BROWN, COUNTY TREASURER . January 2 7 ’ 1977 DOROTHY ROOT, CHIEF DEPUTY

fcntana Ctate Senate Local Government Committee
Seuntor George MeCollum
belena, Montana

Re: Senate Bill #192
.onorsble Senator George McCollum:
I tnarnestly sollcit your support to Senate Bill Ho. 162,
Plected officials have been discriminated against with
cost of living increases, and I feel confident that you

will render your support to the passage of this bill.

sincerely,

Arline Brown
Missoula County Treasurer

Av:dr
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MISSOULA COUNTY

OFFICE OF THE COUNTY SURVEYOR
MISSOULA COUNTY COURTHOUSE
MISSOULA, MONTANA 59801
TELEPHONE (406) 543-4508

January 27._1977;;

Senate Local Government Commitfee
Helena, Montana 59601

Attention: Senator George McCallum : KRR
RE: Senate BI11 192
Dear Senator McCallum: e

This letter is in support of Senate Bill 192. I believe that the
County has to pay an elected official an adequate salary if we are to
get qualified people to run the Departments Headed by elected officials.
In my case I head the Surveyor and Road Departments in this County
with 55 people under my Supervision and a $2,017,177 Three fund budget.
I believe I am qualified for the job as I am a Registered Engineer and
Land Surveyor. My salary is $14,414.00 a year or $6.93/hour for a
standard 40 hour week, which I regularly work.

My salary is substantially below the key people who work for me.

These are:
Road Supervisor $8.39/hour
Survey Supervisor $8.02/hour
Engineering Supervisor  $8.16/hour
Survey Party Chief $6.97/hour
Assistant Road Supervisor$6.92/hour
Chief Mechanic $7.01/hour

Standard beginning Union
Operator or Truck Driver $6.14/hour

In addition many of the highest salaries in the County are appointed
Department Head positions. Some of these are:

Administrative Services Department Head $24,004/year
Data Processing Manager $13,396/year
Health Officer $26,000/year
Airport Manager $19,800/year
Planning Director $19,700/year

Pl

"" } | g ,
e




In summary I believe the elected official salaries, especially
those officials that manage major County Departments, have fallen
far below the salaries of comparable appointed officials. If we are to
have qualified people run for office we must pay them’ approximateiy
what they could get as an appointed official. If we don't we won't
get qualified people to head our elected offices

Thank you for your consideration in supporting this b111
Sincerely, _~"

Richard H. Cowm ’
County- Surveyor

[

RHC/ck
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TELEPHONE: (406) 781-6700

Great Falls, Montana 59401

January 27, 1977

Senator George Mc Callum
Senate of the State of Montana
Helena, Montana

Re: Your Senate Bill #192
Dear Senator McCallum:

Just a short note to voice my approval of your above mentioned bill.
As past president of the Montana County Treasurer Association and
also of the Montana Elected County Officials Association, I can
assure you the support of these officials over any of the other

pay raise bills which have been introduced.

Amount of work at hand plus some health conditions have kept me
from attending any of the legislative sessions so far this year.
However, if attending in person at some time will be of some help,
I will be glad to attend at your request.

Sincerely yours, ‘
} 7 e 3“?)’,’}/{\){54/,, 1"7‘")/5///
George L. Schroedexr
Cascade County Treasurer

GLS/mas

S

CENTER OF MONTANA'S LIVESTOCK AND FAKMI®G AREAS:




January 27. "977

LOCAL GOVERNMENT COMMITTEE
45th Legislature

Capitol Building

Helena, Montana

Dear Committee and guests:

! wish to ask your favorable consideratior of
SB-192 dealing with a selary increase for County
Dfficials,

First | want you to know that | apprecizie the
raises yranted in past years by the legislature,
Scre how it seems that the raises just car rot keep
op with the increased cast of living,

Cost of driving an au‘omobile to and from work
is no small outlay in itseif, Household heating
5ills are becoming a rea' g-oblem, Cloth'nc is another
i*emr which involves elected officials, Tre. avo 2x-
pected to be suitably dreszed on the job, ' ar
sure vou are all well aware of the spirati-; costs
of living, so | will not oo nto any furtae- itemi-
zation,

Gn behalf of all of *t»« elected County Officials
of Montana, | would like t: urge a DO PASS on SB-192,

NTY " +"3K AND RECORDER
CAD . TUNTY
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TELEPHONE: (406) 761-6700

Great Falls, Monulm 89401

January 27, 1977

The Honorable George McCallum
Senate Chambers, Montana State Legislature

Capitol Building
Helena, Montana 59601

Dear Senator McCallum:

The County Commissioners of Cascade County request
your support of Senate Bill 192,

We are asking for a 10% salary increase for Fiscal
Year 1977-78 and a 10% increase for Fiscal Year 1978-79.
Elected officials of First Class Counties work on a full-
time basis and we feel an increase in this proportion,
covering the next two years, is reasonable and justified.

If this raise is not granted, it would be 1979, when
the legislature is again in session, before a pay raise for
elected officials could be considered.

Sincerely yours,

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
OF CASCADE C‘OUNTY

By: W\/A/gx\/j > A »\/ L ANANGI
hn St. Jerr}ahf' Chairman
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STANDING COMMITTEE REPORT

.......... January 27 77
MR. ... rresident .
We, your committee on ... 2GAY  GOVEEDMENE i e,
having had under consideration ................. BONAEE et Bill No...&22.....
Remmﬁmuympmt“bews'ﬂmtm"m“m"m"m"m“m“m"§§ﬂ§§9 ................................................... Bill No...122

introduced till, be amended as follows:

1.  mmend page 4, section 1, line 24.
Strike: "($25,000)"
Ingert: "($30,0G60)"

2. ALnend page 4. sectionl.

¥ollowing: 1line 24

Insert: “Section 2. One-~half of the total salary increases
provided for in saction 1 shall be effactive July 1, 1977, and
the remainder of such increases shall be effective July 1, 197¢.”

AN AS S0 AMENDED, DO _PASS
DO FASS,;

.................................................................................................

STATE PUB. CO. Chairman.

Helena, Mont, Sanator Georae McCallum,





