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MINUTES OF THE MEETING
EDUCATION COMMITTEE
MONTANA STATE SENATE

January 25, 1977

The seventh meeting of the Senate Education Committee was called to
order by Senator Ed Smith, Acting Chairman, on the above date in
Room 402 of the State Capitol Building at 11:00 o'clock A. M.

ROLL CALL: All members were present.

Acting Chairman Smith announced he was chairing this meeting for the
purpose of allowing Senator Blaylock to present his Bill.

CONSIDERATION OF SENATE BILL No. 68: Acting Chairman Smith called
upon Senator Chet Blaylock to present his testimony on Senate Bill 68.

This Bill was the subject of an Interim Study Committee which looked
at the teachers' licensing board and the result is Senate Bill No. 68,
stated Senator Blaylock. Thare are two main purposes: establish a
board of professional standards and licensure consisting of 6 class-
room teachers, 1 school administrator, 1 lay member, 1 local school
Loard member, the Superintendent of Public Instruction or her designee
and the Commissioner of Higher Education or his designee, whose pur-
nose is to effect a uniform system of teacher certification; and, ac-
~ording to section 18, pages 17 & 18, the board of professional stand-
ards shall establish standards for teacher education institutions and
+eacher programs upon considering recommendations of the Board of Pub-
li¢ Education and the Board of Regents.

At the present time, teachers who are professionals are not treated
as a profession. All other professionals and craft groups have con-
trol over their own kind, such as plumbers, electricians, doctors,
attorneys. For instance, there are 8 nurses on the Nurses' Board
who help set curriculum in our nursing schools. With that power, we
have one of the finest nursing programs in the U. S., and it is so
recognized. The Superintendent now issues certificates according to
noard of Fducation policy. I suggest its time teachers be allowed
some say in their profession. Teachers on this board would have a
majority vote of one, presuming they would vote as a block. The heads
of thce demartments of our universities now control how our teachers
ave prepared.

In our colleges and universities the requirements for teacher educa-
tion courses, number of credits and student teaching time varies
greatly, required credits may vary from 45 to 78, according to in-
formation in Entry Into Montana's Trades, Crafts and Professions.

I believe to give our teachers input “nto their own profession and
nrepare them for entry into this important profession, this Bill
would be helpful, and I ask a do pass.

Acting Chairman Smith then asked for any other proponents.
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Maurice J. Hickey, Executive Secretary of the Montana Education Assoc-
itation, presented testimoney supporting Senate Bill 68 in writing,
which was passed out to all members, together with supporting docu-
ments, copies of which are attached to these minutes. He summarized
orally, calling to the attention of the Committee the great difference
in credit hours of instruction required for teachers at the various
institutions; that even though students say they want or need more
courses and more student teaching time, they have no control. Also,
that there are no specific requirements for elementary education cer-
tification as graduation requirements are now set by the deans of the
institutions.

Acting Chairman Smith called for opponents to the Bill.

Leonard H. Sargent, Executive Director of the Montana School Boards
Association, presented testimony in opposition to Senate Bill 68, a
copy of which is attached. The Committee members were supplied with
copies which objected to the proposed board as being autonomous rather
than advisory, and the proposed membership would be dominated by one
interest group, and the 5-year requirement for membership.

Harriet Meloy, Chairman of the Board of Education, testified in op-
position, stating in concept she agreed with what the proposed Bill
would do towards improving teacher education; however, the Board of
Education represents the teachers; that teachers can go to several
different board members with their problems, therefore, there is
teacher input. Most of the people involved in education agencies

are teachers, though notices sent out of Board meetings do not result
in closer relationships with teachers. She read a statement adopted
by the Board on teacher certification, qualifications and standards.

Irving E. Dayton, representing the Montana University System, testi-
fied he felt this Bill would be more an obstacle than a help, sub-
mitting in writing, which is attached, an excerpt from a Board of
Regents meeting of December 13, 1976, relating to a similar bill,
House Bill 636, 1975, setting out the Board's opposition. He added,
further, that another board where there already is a Board of Regents
and a Board of Education handling educational functions would compli-
cate matters; and the new board would require staffs and duplicate
work. School accreditation and teacher qualifications would be com-
plicated. His department is working with the OSPI and groups through-
out the state on problem areas of teachers, consulting with adminis-
trators, school boards, placement directors, classroom teachers, deans
and personnel in the university systems. The commissioner's office
believes it can work with the Board of Education and the other groups
adequately. It is their position regarding disparity of requirements
that the curriculum and program management should be left to the edu-
cational institutions.

Gary Holm, Box Elder, Montana, representing the Montana Association.
of School Administrators and School Administrators of Montana, testi-
fied in opposition that they supported advisory groups to work wit!
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the Board of Bducation. He felt that educators are not comparable
with doctors, lawyers or plumbers because these teachers are working
with a captive audience.

David C. Smith, Dean of the School of Education, University of Mon-
tana, Missoula, testifying in opposition, summarized 6 reasons which

are set out in the attached copy of his statement, and observed that
with this proposed board teachers would have a majority of the votes,
would determine the licensing standards for superintendents, principals,
special education teachers, who may not even be represented on the
board, which is objectionable.

There being no further opponents, the Acting Chairman asked for a
closing statement.

To clear up a guestion raised by Mr. Sargent on the 5-year requirement,
Senator Blaylock stated this applies to only the teachers and admin-
istration members of the proposed board. Concerning teachers having 6
votes on this board, the people who make decisions now on these mat-
ters are not elected; they are the heads of our education boards and
agencies which can be approached, but each goes its own way. Also,
teachers' dues for their certificates will pay for the major portion
of the expensce of the board. Stating teachers must be treated differ-
ently because they have a captive audience; a lot of communities have
only one doctor or one lawyer, so that is not valid. This Bill would
allow minimum gqualification standards to be upgraded for teachers.

Questions were called for.

Senator Dunkle questioned if this Bill celled for a registration fee

of $5.00 or $10.00, and if a "grandfather" clause was included, to
which Senator Blaylock replied that the board could charge up to $10.00
and affirmed there would be such a clause included.

Senator Dunkle asked who certifies administrators right now, the State
Superintendent, following recommendations of the Board of Education,
and was answered in the affirmative.

He also guestioned that the proposed board would determine curriculum
for the training of teachers and dictate to the universities what pro-
grams would be offered to qualify teachers, with Senator Blaylock
stating this is being done now at the nursing schools.

Sen. Dunkle asked if there would be an objection to the membership
of the preoposed board being changed regarding the number of shcool
administrators, school board members ~r a representative of the uni-
versities. Senator Blaylock replied he would object: that teachers
should have the majority on their board.

Senator Mathers questioned the proposed board having veto power over
the Board of Education and the Superintendent, if this didn't change
the whole concept of the system, to which Senator Blaylock replied
he thought not as the board of nursing sets certain standards to
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which the nursing schools must comply at present.

Mr. Dayton commented that other professions who have representing
boards have to sit for examinations.

senators McCallum, Mathers and Smith questioned how out of state per-

sons wanting to teach in Montana could obtain certification. Senator

Blaylock stated these people would have to find out what requirements

were and take courses to meet these qualifications at their education-
al institutions; that he did not anticipate teachers being required

to pass an examination.

Senator McCallum asked if this type of board was set up in any other
state, with Senator Blaylock replying that Oregon and California have
this system.

Acting Chairman Smith asked for any further questions; there being
none, he turned the meeting over to Senator Blaylock.

Chairman Blaylock announced at Thursday's meeting on the 27th, after
hearing Bill No. 108, the Committee would take up other pending bills
for decision.

ADJOURN:

" There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 12:30 P.M.

E A DTl

Ed Smith, Acting Chairman
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Testimony on SB 68

Maurice J. Hickey, Executive Secretary of the Montana
Education Association, appearing on behalf of the Associ-

ation in favor of the bill.

For years in education we have been challenged, on
many occasions and by many different segments of our
Societijondering when we were going to be accountable
for teachers. My continubus answer is that we will be
wﬂen we have authorization to help make decisions that

allow people to enter the profession and become practitioners.

When teachers come to our association for membership
they have already been through a program of education,
received a license to practice, and generally have signed
& contract with a district. This has all been accomplished
without any say from those who are in the profession with
exception of a narrow segment of educators in the university

system.

Montana is 1 of 11 states in the Union which does not
provide for approval of teacher education programs by the

state board of education.

The present rejuirement is under 75-6004, R.C.M. 1947,
which reads in part "has completed the teacher education
program of a unit of the Montane unversity system.”
Regulations established by the office of the superintendent
of public instruction stipulate that for the standard

(class 2) certificate, applicants must have 45 quarter
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credits in a teeching major, 30 in a minor (or 60 in

a single field) and 24 credits of education courses.

There are no specific regu rements for elementary
education certification, but the superintendent of public
instruction reports that 45 gquarter credits of professional

cducation courses "are generally found."®

These are generally considered to be the minimum
number of credits reguired. The graduation reguirements
trom the unit become the responsibility of the deans of

education.

The net result 1s a great variance and discrepancy 1in

programs to gain the same certification.

l'he greatest variance is in the number of credits
regquired for graduation and the time spent in student
teaching. The schools of education do not screen
applicants for teacher education beyond setting a minimum
grade point average. Some require an English and spellirmo

test but I'm not sure these are used as a deterrent to entry.

We feel that this bill will provide for some
standardization and program approval to allow those who
are in the business of education some say in the process

of licensure.
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THI; COMPOSITION OF BOARDS ADMIMISTERED BY THE
DEPARTMENT OF PROFESSIONAL AND OCCUPATIONAL LICENSING

Board of hbstracters: Three registered abstracters appointed by
~he governor, no two from the same county.

+“"noard of Architects: Three architects, not more than two residents
of the same county, who have been practicing for not less
than three years. The governor shall appoint the members
of the board with the consent of the Senate.

Board of Athletics: Three members appointed by the governor.

Board of Barbers: Three barbers, who have been practicing for
at least five years in Montana prior to their appointment,
appointed by the governor.

Board of Chiropractors: Three chiropractors, who have been prac-
ticing in the state for at least one year, appointed by the
governor. No two members shall be graduates of the same
school or college of chiropractic.

Board of Cosmetologists: Four cosmetologists, practicing in
Montana for a least five years prior to appointment and
selection by the governor from a list submitted by the
Montana State Hairdressers' Association. FEach member shall
be at least twenty-five years old and a graduate of a hign
school or its equivalent. No two memkers of the board shall
be members of or affilitated with a school of cosmetology.
The governor shall also appoint an attorney l:censed to
practice in Montana to the board.

State Electrical Board: Five member board composed of one member
of the public, one consumer member of rural electric cooper-
atives, one master licensed electrical contractor, one
licensed journeyman electrician, one representative of
investor-owned electric utilities. The governor, with the
consent of the Senate, will appoint the members, who must
all be residents of the state, from lists submitted by each
group.

Board of Dental Examiners: Five dentists, U.S. citizens who have
been practicing in Montana for at least five years, appointed
by the governor from a list submitted by the Montana Dental
Association.

Board of Hearing Aid Dispensers: Five member board composed of
one certificate holder from the American Board of Otolaryn-
gology, ont certificate holder in audiology from the American
Speech and Hearing Association three hearing aid dispensers
with five years experience. The members shall be appointeZ
by the governor from lists submitted by each association.

Board of Horse Racing: Five Montanz citizens appointed by the
governor, one of whom shall be a breeder of race horses,



I . one 2 wmember of an indesendent horse racing association,
one a member of a county fair hoard that conducts a fair
featuring parimutual betting, and two members whose occupation

is unrelated to horse racing. No two members shall reside
in the. same county.

Board of Landscape Architects: Five members appointed by the
governor, three of whom must be licensed landscape architects.

Board of Massage Therapists: Three masseurs, who have been practicing
I_ . in Montana for at least one year, to be appointed by the

' " governor.

Montana State Board of Medical Examiners: Seven members, all
U.S. citizens, appointed by the governor with the consent

- .1% Oof the Senate. Six members are to be doctors of medicine
with at least five years of practice in Montana, no two
- residing in the same county. The remaining member is to be

a doctor of osteopathy,. also with five years of practice
in the state, although the requirement may be waived for the

l member's initial term.

Board of Morticians: Five licensed morticians, appointed by the
governor with the consent of the Senate.

/ Board of Nursing: In matters relating to "professional nursing":
-9 the board to be five professional nurses, with five years
- ' of experience, to be appointed by the governor.
In matters relating to "practical nursing”: the board to
be composed of five nurses serving on the "professional nurses”
board plus three practical nurses, with three years of experi-
ence, to be appointed by the governor.

comprised of two nursing home administrators and three
representatives of professions or institutions concerned

with the care of chronically ill and infirm aged patients,
all appointed by the governor from a list submitted by t..e
board of directors of the Montana Nursing Home Association,
Inc. The director of the Department of Health and Environ-
mental Sciences, or his designee, and the director of Social
and Rehabilitation Services, or his designee, are ex officio,

I Board of Nursing Home Administrators: Five voting members,
I nonvoting members of the board.

Board.of Optometrists: Three optometrists, practicing exclusively
in Montana, appointed by the governor.

I/'Board of Qsteopathic Physicians: Three resident osteopaths
appointed by the governor.

If/Board of Pharmacists: Three pharmacists, two with at least five
vyears of experience and one with at least fifteen years,
appointed by the governor from a list of five persons sub-

I mitted by Montana State Pharmaceutical Association.

Vgoard of Plumbers: Seven member board comprised of two master
plumbers and two journeyman plumbers, residents of Montana for

l -42~



1 st one vear and practicing their ccaft for five of the
ciobt vears preceding theov appointment; one professional
chginesr gualified in mechanical cnginecring; one member of
thw pw]lic who 15 not engaysd in selling or installing
pluanbing c-guipment, all to be appointed by the governor.

The qlpbtntud representative of the Montana State Board ot
ficalth, who <hall be a sanitary engincer, shall also be a
mewner and serve as the secretary of the Board.

FPonyd of Podiatyy Bxaminers: TFive member bhoard composed of one

hoyoician solected by Montana State Board of Madical Examiners
sl ts annual meeting; the s~cretary of the Montana Stats Board
of Medical Dsasiners; and three podiatrists appointed by the
governor from a list submicted by the Mortana Association of
todiavrists. The podiatrists shall have practiced in Montana
for at least two years prior to their appointment.

Roard of Frofessional LBnoinesrs and Land Surveycis: Seven memoers
composed of five professional engineers, with at least

twelve vy ‘s of experience, five of them respcnsible for
.o /jmnmr“f~ enygineering work or teaching in Montana and two
' r-.jistered and practicing land surveyors who have at least

twelve years of expericence with five of them in charge of
lnpertant land surveving work in Montana. All are appointed
by the guvernor and must be citizens of the United States andg
veaidants 0T Montana.

sts: Three licensed psychologists, residents
citicens of the United States, appointed by

Board of Ponlic Accountants: Five member bocard composed of

rec certified public accountants, practicing for five years
icr to the appcintment, appointed by the governor from a
st submitted by the Montana Society of Public Accountants;
d two public accountants with five years experience,
;;1Ltpd by the governor from a list submitted by the Montana
sciety of Public Accountants.

-1

Board of Radiclogic Technologists: Seven member board comprised
of two radiologists, one physician, one chiropractor, and
three radiclogic technologists, all currently practicing in
Montana, to be appointed by the governor.

Board of Real Estate: Five member board comprised of four residents,
to be appcinted by the governor, at least two of whom have
been activelv engaged as real estate brokers in the state for
at least five vears and are not from the same congressional
district; and the Director of Agriculture, who is chairman
of the board. Not more than three members shall be of the
same political party.

‘Board of Speech Pathologists and Audiologists: Five members,
appointed bv the governor, at least two of whom shall be
speech pathologists and two audiologists with five years of
experience, plus a consumer of speech pathology or audiology
services who is not a licentiate of any board within the
department.



e b oo Voooarinarians: S1x menmber bhoard composed of five licensed

N

Vi toerinrians, who have heen practicing in the state for at
Toast fave veavs, and one_consumer of voterinary services who
Shaid not e o licentiate of any board under thie Doepartment of

Froftaszicnal oand Occupational Licensing.  The governor shall

appoornt o1l membors, selecting the veterinarians from a list
Subgnlited by the Monteana State Veterinary Medical Association.

Wasm Alr lecating, Ventilation, and Air Conditioning:
Seven members appointed by the governor, comprised of two
fante:r and two Journeyman mechanics, who shall bhe over the
ace of mazority and residents of Montana for at lcast one
vouar: one reprosentative of the Department of Administration
recspensible for the administration of Title 69, chapcer 21,
who shall act as secretary, one attorney from the department;
one representarive of the state fire marshal's office.

Bourd ¢! Water Well Contractors: Five voting members, one
nydrogeologist appointed by the director of the Monténa
Fereau of Mines and Geology; one appointed by the director of
Mocural Resources and Conservation; one appointed by the direc-
ter of Health and Environmental Sciences; two licensed
warer well contractors, resident in the state for three years
cnd vracticing for five years, appointed by the governor with
the advice and ccensent of the Senate.

soard of Sarilctarians: Thr
with thrce years ori e
JOVETnoOY .

ee members, all registered sanitarians
xperience in the state, appolinted by the

‘Su_PYLmC- Q.o\k 't 0

Source: Ticle 66 and Title 82A-1610-1607, R.C.M.
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At VI (Continmed)

Reguircments for Cocondary Level Pducation
fnegrecs bn S Montana University System, 1975-1976
Adwmiveron to teacher cducation program:

Castern: Minimum 2.25 cuwmulative grade point average (Gha,
after 72 credit hours, 2.25 GPA in professional
courses

Northern: Minimum 2.2 cumulative GPA after 90 credit houre

approval of adviser and Dean of Students, C or

in beginning education courses

?
et ter

r
1
b
[

Western: Mipimum 2.0 GPA afier 75 credit hours, damonstrated
proficiency in oraj and written English

ASU Minimum 2.0 GPA after or 75 credit hours, duiionstrated
proficiency in oral and written English, approvel of
advisor

U of M: Minimum 2.00 GPA upon enrolling in Education 200

Degrees offered:
Bastern :
HJorthern : BS in Education

woestern :

MSU: BS in Secondarv Education or baccalaureate decree 1n
his teaching major

U of M: Bachelor of Arts 1in Education
Admission to student teaching:
Eastern: Minimum 2.25 cumulative GPA, 2.25 in professional courses

Northern:Minimum 2.2 cumulative GPA, approval of Director of
Student Teaching, major and minor departments

Western: Minimum 2.2 cumulative GPA, 2.2 in major and minor
fields, 2.0 in professional education sequence

MSU: Minimum 2.2 GPA in major and minor fields, 2.0 in
education courses, approval of major and minor advisors

2 of M: Minimum 2.3 cumulative GPA, 2.0 GPA in Education classes,
consent of Director of Student Teaching

Student teaching regulrements:

Lastern: Pre-student teaching observation; student teaching
(12 credits)

Northern:Field experience (3); student teaching (16)



Vet Drudent teaching (15)
BRNTE Student Teaching (16)

yt T Stadent Teaching (10)

hoevutlr sments For Elementary Education Degrees
in The Montana University System, 1975-1876

Afmiesion to teacher education program: Same as requirements for
secondaery level education degrees

Vegrves oftored:

Dezosvn, Jdorthern, Western, and U of M: Bachelor of Science
in Elementary Education

U o4 M: Bachelor of Arts in Education

achling program: Same as regquirements for

nLssion o o student te
21 student teaching

Scocondary lev
SLeacnt Loaching requirements:
Jasrorn: Sophomore practicum (8 credits); student teaching {12
northoern: Field experience (3); student teaching (16)
Western: Observation (2); student teaching (15)

M50 Paraprofessional experience (8); student teaching (12)

U of M: Student teaching (15)

Source:  Current catalogs of the five units of the Montana University
System.
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For the past year,

I have represented the Montana School

Boards Association before the Interim Committee which

P et studied HB 636, and have consistently voiced the same
Bos 165 concerns that I now voice in opposition to SB 68 which
G1ase J2 - . »

O e has resulted from that interim study.

still

A HENTZ SB 68, although it went through some revision,
Wmm;ﬁéwﬁf has a number of problems with which we have to deal:
ZoebouE LACKN

Racte 2

1. Almost all educational agencies, with the
exception of the teachers' unions, have stated
that the proposed Board, if created, should be
advisory rather than autonomous. The Board of
Public Education is charged with the supervision

f teacher certification and their policies are
administered by the State Superintendent of Public
Instruction.

We do not oppose the principal that teachers should
have some voice in these matters. The State Board
has been moving toward more involvement in certifi-
cation by teachers. Our objection is that this
proposed Board would not be advisory, and even makes
the State Board of Public Education advisory to it.
(See page 17, lines 23-25 and Page 18, lines 1-4.)

2. Our second major concern is the proposed member-
ship on the Board. We have contended that even as
an advisory Board, the membership is dominated by
one interest group. Six teachers as members would
most certainly place the decision power in their
hands in light of an eleven member Board. And such
decisions they would be empowered to make!l

a. All certification requirements of teachers.

b. Approval of the curriculum of the teacher
training institutions.

c. The rules for certification of substitutes.

d. Election of the Boards' officers.




PAGE 2
senate Educativa Committoe:
January 25, 1977

&. The expenditure of large sums of money
resulting from higher certification fees.

. The endorsement of all administrators'
certificates (with only one administrator
on the Board).

¢7. And ultimately, complete control over
the number of persons entering the teaching
profession.

3. The Schools of Education have no direct representa-
tion on the proposed Board, but only through the Commis-
sioner of Higher Education who would be ex-officio to
the committee.

4. The qualifications for membership also create a
problem. I would refer to page 3, lines 9-14 which set
out the basic qualification for membership. It creates
a problem for qualifying the so called "lay person" for
membership, and the Commissioner whose office has not
vet existed for 5 years.

Considering the problems I have raised and the concerns ex-
pressed, I would respectfully ask this committee to consider
the real intent of this proposal, and question the establish-
ment of another beaurocratic agency to perform a function already
being handled to the satisfaction of most parties to education.

A year's interim study has not improved the purposes of this
proposal nor its feasibility and we urge you to vote a "do not
pass" on SB 68.
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THE MONTANA UNIVERSITY SYSTEM

32 SOUTH LAST CHANCE GULCH

HELENA, MONTANA
59601

IR

COMMISSIONER OF HIGHER EDUCATION

EXCERPT FROM THE MINUTES OF THE DECEMBER 13, 1976 BOARD OF REGENTS
MEETING:

. Ms. Pace reported the committee recommended that the Board of
Regents support the Board of Public Education's opposition to legislation
similar to House Bill 636 (1975), which relates to teacher certification.
She so moved and the motion carried.

-l RAAIVAMNMA IINIVEDC 'YV CVETEMWM AAMNMCIETE MAE VIHE IINIVEDRGITY MAE RMANTAME AT MIGEAIN A MAKNTAMA ATATE LHINIVERBRITY AT POTENAN MONTAMNA COLIEBECE
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Mr. Chailrman, members of the Senate Education Committee,

ladies and gyentlemen:

+~shiald- try-to-run counrter—to the-usuait—image--ef—tire—ctotieqge
srafessor and ateempt to-be—uneharacteristicly brief and to the

pornt.

My name is David Smith, I am Dean of the School of Education

at the University of Montana, I wish to speak in opposition to

SB 68 for six reasons:
1. The philosophic point is made that teachers should
control the licensing of educators as physicians and
attorneys, and others, do in their professions. The
analogy does not hold. 1In other professions, the client
has an option; if unsatisfied with the level of services
rendered one may simply seek services elsewhere at approxi-
mately the same cost. Not so in education, parents do not
have the same degree of freedom of choice in selecting their
childs' teacher. Furthermore, education is a function of the
state and as long as education is a responsibility of the state
the final control should rest with the people and the elected
officials of the state. The matter of who should teach the
youth of the state is simply too vital to rest in the hands
of teaéhers. The schools, and the determination of those
who help mold the minds of our most precious resource should
not be controlled by professionals alone, no matter how well

qualified.

2. The potential additional costs of the administration of
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cstablished prior to the creation of such a board. Common
sehse dictates that two boards dealing with education would
be more expensive than one board. It might also be expected
that jurisdictional difficulties would arise between the
boards with respect to areas of responsibility no matter how
carefully drafted the legislation. Furthermore, the proposed
legislation clearly empowers the proposed *Board of--Prefes-
wianal Licensuref to retain its own staff -- and one has
visions of another layer of bureaucracy. Finally, additional
custs, such as travel costs, could be expected to increase

as a result of this legislation. (Professional Licensure

HBoard travel, staff travel.)

3. Senate Bill 68 is not necessary since the State Super-

intendent could create a similar body at any time without

legislation. 1In fact, if the State Superintendent of Public

fnsutruction were to do so that body would presumably be

advisory rather than regulatory in nature and consequently

the final decisions with respect to certification of educa-
*&*-—§4é*0:~45o-

tors would rest in-the-hands- ef ay obfieddl oteated by

Puhisc Rdmcale~ 0 N

peopite &+ e SLalke. o ‘

4. The Office of the State Superintendent of Public

Instruction currently has an active Certification Review

pPanel. That panel does speak to matters of policy and

requirements for certification. The composition of that

panel is as follows:
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17 Members representing major educational
organizations including:

3

3

Flementary Teacher
Secondary Teachers
Administrators

County Superintendent

Support Personnel
(nurse/psychologist)

Higher Education
1 Public Institution
1 Private Institution
1 Academic Discipline

3 Students in Teacher Preparation Programs

43 Teachers selected at random from files of the
Office of the State Superintendent of Public
Instruction.

60

It is immediately apparent that this group is broadly based

and that teachers are heavily represented.

5. The composition of the proposed ﬂboard-of—?refesstcn&i

Licensure’ is questionable. The composition of the board

is as follows:

6 Classroom Teachers

1 School Administrator

1 Lay Member

1 Local school Board member

1 Superintendent of Public Instruction

or designee

1 Commissioner of Higher Education

or designee.

The last two members would serve as ex-officio ren—wobsme
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It could be observed that:
a. Teachers would effectively have a #/3ie
majority of the votes on the board. That would appear

disproportionally high.

b. Teachers would, in effect, determine the
licensing standards for, not only teachers, but

for superintendents, secondary principals,
elementary principals, special education teachers,
art teachers, music teachers, and perhaps others.
In all probability, many of thesegroups would have
no representation on the board. It would not seem
desirable to create a situation where one group in
education could dictate licensing standards for all

groups in education.

¢c. It could also be observed that there is not a
single person who is directly involved in the day-to-
day aspects of teacher, counselor, or administrator
preparation represented on the proposed board.
6. Finally, it is with regret that I observe that there appears
more internal conflict and arguement in education than I have
known in the more than 23 years I have served the profession
as a teacher, principal, central office administrator and
professor. Unfortunately the level of conflict does not appear
to be subsiding. In my judgement this legislation would contri-
bute to a climate of diviseness, not to a spirit of unity.
(Examine the educations which support and oppose this proposed

legislation.)
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TOMIN HURLY M D TNTERNAL MEOICINE

eaThicn BvosTh .0 1230 NORTH 30TH STREET
pe BILLINGS, MONTANA 58101

January 20, 1977

Ann Dussault,

Chairman

Education Committee
House of Representatives
Helena, MT. 59601

Jear Ann:

Just a brief note hoping you will '
do your best to prevent any cute in special
“ducation appropriations.

This is money well spent and often
allows the individual to become self
sufficient rather than a drain on future
cemmunity welfare services.

Thank you.
Sincerely,

K4 -

]\ 6/»,/) PV A
Ross Lemire, M.D.

RL/cb

P.S.: Say h? to you dad.
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Montana Center for Handicapped Children

BILLINGS, MONTANA 59101

SPECIAL EDUCATION BUILDING
EASTERN MONTANA COLLEGE FHONE 252-631e

COOPERATING AGENCIES January 20, 1977

STATE DEPARTMENT OF

HEALTH AND ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCES
EASTERN MONTANA COLLEGE

BILLINGS SCHOOL DISTRICT #2

Ann Mary Dussalt, Chairperson
Education Committee

House of Representatives
Helena, Montana 59601

Dear Ms. Dussalt:

I would urge and encourage support of the Special Education Program in
the public schools. Having been associated with these programs for
over 25 years, | see ever-increasing needs to provide this special
service to children.

The Center program here provides specialized diagnostic services for
orthopedically handicapped children from throughout the state in our
clinical programs and provides a highly specialized and comprehensive
educational and therapy program for children enrolled in our school.

We are also able to send highly qualified staff members as consultants
to teachers, parents and others working with handicapped children in
other schools, helping them set up appropriate training programs for
orthopedically and multihandicapped children. This program is primarily
supported by special education funds. The demand on the services we are
able to provide are constantly increasing.

Again, | would encourage support for these special programs developing
throughout the public schools of Montana.

Sincerely,
7
‘”"M{M
L (i
Everett D. Peery, D.Ed.
Director

EDP :mh



ISTANT SUPERINTENDENTS BILLINGS PUBLIC SCHOOLS WILS%&%IQ}EEJSSAEIE:TE

CHARLES L. FRANK . . . TELEPHONE 248-7421
ELUMENTARY EDUCATION SCHOOL DISTRICT NO. 2 OF YELLOWSTONE COUNTY COHARD .
ICHARD C. FELLOWS
WINSTON E. WEAVER BILLINGS HIGH SCHOOL DISTRICT CLERK & FISCAL ADMINISTRATOR
SECONDARY EDUCATION 101 - 10TH STREET WEST TELEPHONE 248-7421
JAMES L. DUTCHER BILLINGS, MONTANA 59102

ICAL EDUCATICN & ATHLETICS

January 19, 1977

Ms. Ann Mary Dussault

Chairperson, House Committee on Education
State Capitol Building

Helena, Montana 59601

Dear Ms. Dussault:

This letter is to endorse the overall efforts for Special Edu-
cation Programs as currently provided by state law in the
State of Montana.

The program provides broad based services for all types of han-
dicapped children and should be continued on much the same
basis as at present.

From the experiences we have had in the Billings Public Schools,
we believe that the Special Education Programs are beneficial
for those thildren enrolled in one program or another.

I personally continue to support the overall Special Education
efforts as currently provided by the State of Montana and feel
that appropriate funding be continued so that we will have the
necessary resources to adequately provide for the handicapped
child.

Sincerely yours,

I =

Charles L. Frank
Assistant Superintendent
for Elementary Education

CLF/bc
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January 20, 1977

Ann Dusselt, Chairman
House of Representetive iducation Committce
Helena, Montana

kKes James Vurden - Age 10
Stroke Victim

vear Ms, Dussalt:

Tt is my understandinp thet special educztion Tunding is coming Sefore thiz
legislature, As & concerned 2nd grateful Mother, I wish to meke my contribuiion,

My son, Jimmy, suffered a stroke in the Seattle area last summer while visiting
his Father, Jim's Father and I are divorced, He was hospitalized at Children's
Orthopedic ~ Seattle - and 2fter being there & month, he and I rcturned to
Billings, The communications between Children's Orthopedic and the Montana Center
for Handicapped Children was excellent, Immediately upon our return we wers con-
tacted by Mrs, Stenjehm, the nurse co-ordinetor. I caen't say enouch {or the
Center's efficiency, flexibility and genuine concern, Not only did they «=ive
consideration to the afflicted child and bewildered Mother, but zlsc cxtended
concern for the well being of other members of the family - a ly-year ol? son

znd 2n ll-year old daughter,

Jim is enrolled in regular school and is periodicaily checked by both 2 physicel
2nd occupational therepist in his school surroundings, Considering his (rizhten-

ing experience - he couldn't even 1lift his left arm or leg on July 17 - and the
time interval, he has made 2 good adjustment,

Inless one has been 2 parent who has had a similer experience, T sr guii~ sw e it
would be difficult to understand the fears @nd anxieties, I &m bvenefitiag from
talks with the Center's psychologist, socisl worker and @ parent discussion «u up.
It helps to know you are not alone in your feelings,

Sincerely -~

f", ,‘) N
o gy gﬁti”<¢cfz¢fil?»(w//
(

g Jane Wurden



¥ /
. /; .
e Sl ."r,u/(_.c_/w;?&,.é/f

VR ¢
N R I NV

o] -

/RS I (’v//
‘o

- . / ,
, ;;S,:_{z' gory ez XD LGt Wf/ [{’774: 270 e T
.o o - )

Wear.i 77 )0 Wacana X

Sl rieaencs 2rid St O C}/,/é%z gl e &
il ccoalis .

_‘ 24322
(z/}", <A

cval Kot T = Ao CoAedtca X
T o .Z/ y

A e Ao ens ..
A Al DIl i) D (BBl et @xY G
%C?/f ; C/,(fa/s'.? (f/c’/ : _/dn/a M ‘74@47/ Lt I EA B 24
7()_/% SLE i B D A o A o S S
C??\{%'}-«'75;‘2/;4/".’{4,54'-» DRy X R P e & Q//(iéc??z&caﬂ(_ﬁ
._,/-»\7/(»(’ HGClot o Fiie ot G(,Z&,%f?o

»"C)”C/(/(?_(}Z_/Q/Z/(
x2St Bl o raaleca bool e ’

e A Q1 &<_<72_)
o O Epio AE e Bt e 7/%6}'7¢,ZL¢L..0~ e
/Mf - 77 Jorclara_ Corc et St
K[x/a/)/) c%c}z..a/o/ce@(, Wa’/u/:-u . \ T ¢ LT car10
Gt fiyiieot. cortrar _Hhe 75«//;(221 5Lt
\%7/2(’}/?”, . ~

( wa..<,4/<z/<ﬁé/c.&0(, ‘

VG RSt LSl D e Ao (B L s st e
e Do frpnt _cail CA-re 22t A oS
e CA Y L T ‘/.é/zzz 7/22/£/{ o e o
7«;9{&/@@ > é O vangf/yo .

e /Q,—M-'CL/ <, et (SR LEr I 2 ’729/ s /é?/,k,

. \/*%( ‘&{,O 5?/{‘; T

k > [’?/’:.4-{4/1:/;/7 N_/t,yﬁ e 2 7Ce >%c’_/t,

.‘-/&4,«2{ ezl 2. Clsr T4

& -vc.l0t r2 40 sD—22ce

% :
\gf{/}7/?/ G5 t‘«'t{i{c/)( xR T 57
X T c%/

, e~ X 70/(ua 2lz X
N ZO R e A /{é/é&//-’)ﬁ/&:f% W_A/{ ‘ \/dél&« 24

A 4 k‘w




N S D ";z (KDl el
\}1 L2l & s ( Rl /1}/ /}L(/( ¢ L_C/__/{’/C (/4/
g0 < /2/; el 2 D I Dl oA /l///f/ /(/</f VIS
CALOC L e SOl YL /é/( e T R
I pi it XLy A A %.L\Jz/(/ (2L <V )
Al e 2.kl A e [ __/< Ll e {
L R R e Ay YA S . /{QC‘/ . 3//, e ,x#/(
DRI 4/, Zt/\.%) PRSP (R R P o~
A R S u? . NI A e )@Qxcoa,é /OZA/Cch
e AT S &.,><;")/<2_<’»(:?{O(2,,(; B N N R o D Ve PP
AT e e “/>:' ‘(” e A i St .’\;/(Af"/i/._
//\ s & Al /{r/ L//’ ST /é%j/‘i»C/ /:J,&:
e ’b(x ) ‘
(e lorid s Ao ?%f Tl - £edt e
v s ey 0 L 7// ¢ T~ /( </9 (T2 2o
(L < 4 /%C" /( ‘ \v)’ CoT et J’c(’"*xuv AL K
74t /f/ SRR R e B Y A
SO

w

LA (j e e -2 / ”j/(_//(; f.[(’/(/a/&ﬂ L "‘C./(‘-/(/
R R //ﬁ’ T Ww 7@»& _ -
\"35} {///.7/;:/ Oyl A (f’*-a—ac/‘( T XL —(f/f,c/é7
/’f?;fﬂ.{%__? A AR SRS RPN _.7/{9 1 e Herce AT g
R P I N I p(}»{’/y )gQZ/z/a/C 2 xC
SRS N R P A . Ry 7&{;0/ I S
T i B X @-—/?5/4’4/{/' ./d?éz,(focg),

(L Lee o 2 L0 Bcer £ 72 2y
27\)4/5/ 77,21«0 7/&“77 w2 7~ 7 /ﬁ/ﬁ~¢(k¢(
SO 7 ke A DT T v
Lo 28,5 2, S Xz e =7
"5\-7«/{/




e T - )
b vin s D10 D17
JAY 20 7977

A e / U\ e o resn foroes

/
o {

/ et &,

/ZIZ} /') L% 5 / 4 o (( . &9 et On
/-)C'N‘ Q,/ Cr

b Ca o e 5/7//¢ﬂf‘ Horiy Vd/(?},--}lr—: or ¥1 @7 [ o
i el

Ji g O & S3707 T Pas S Ot P /e,,m 7 Feel Jiws
&
;/ ,(; e P /(Y‘ ) i__f/..,l/(_l-u-_-u_ l’)y ‘0/)7 / [P D,\ Oy 4' h"? ”“9: 7,‘7",‘ P S

e : @zzwnwtﬁf’,

T , P Cg 2
A Y ¢ J{..v//-zi,,',» ¢ . /l‘ =R 4
/ \,

/
27 LG e, er € S ey

‘7 b7 % e ;é( 3 b / = ./; wr o

Lo b

{p 2 /‘ "f"'/,_“ ‘7” 7[f 5z f}.’? jfla / ‘j"'/f/—m s Z f J/lzﬂ..z ‘,»..-/

sl ne /’1 ‘%‘.,\/ g‘.,, C/Cc// / L—@é?( /0/1‘1” Jé.m‘, /a/ 4, o 7

N‘i - 4 ’-'/7 {; i Lopy (t /L:;,.‘ip /0 '/fq‘ oJ CA«,.“,/‘ fL /—-‘“ N /.Qy -

Vio Torn llnpe T fewt Stcn folgr By oo oof,

f‘ V 7 ¢ ,/

oAz = L e . . .
Loz VRN 73 / o AT llfl "»V 2/ /ffﬂ-»’( du 4 // ée oy £ '%cf L
v l/ ¢’ / L‘) - %‘ /@3 a r Q/ wd /" 71‘/” \S“‘//ﬁ it 7 ;7'3'{1-,, - 1://(/ E,

(

be, o v 7 Fhoy S Clicef. I eo 7 & T, few I N 2n, s/
. f | )
74 }éu'c e i e [~ e Fzon he "’r'/:(d} £ 5 bope /’ﬂ»r an 75 & SF e &
el d  ¢@ 7/ o ST B Slumy, Frires b (A pey o« ot

7 Z g - - o S v
Z v ,7:} 7 /‘p f 7l£) ‘M ) é - C_,(.\,ﬁ('% 7’“’ __{ Cogrgr a8 2 X2 //é_‘/ ,{’;/

¢ 4 /{/ \7(/ 3 v é? L i & (h‘iﬁ (.’.i».,j‘s hﬂ L /7L( 4@75(;5 /A “,,

/—u / l’ /{ < S é,p‘&(& /.‘7’ 73 ho /@ >3 / et f‘hr‘;

/ L/ ce ’/( e/ /"' (/ < ’-//I zz}" ’ f""' /‘7"‘ 24 /l/l'l ‘o <? &Ry,
s ot s 4
T ciok§  On T Sbmii bosos  TRed PRy

B G

&yt Leer e/ ?‘: _ ,/ t‘ / /éw'(.h’-—

Y
ya

|
|
|
|
X
|
)
|
!
P
l



BILLINGS VOCATIONAL-TECHNICAL CENTER

GLENN BURGESS School District No. 2 WILLIAM A, SERRETTE
Director 3615 Montana Avenue Superintendent
BEN ULMER Billings, Montana 59101 WINSTON E, WEAVER
Assistant Director Phone (406) 248-7741 Assistar® Superintendent
JOE CROSS

Assistant Director

January 21, 1977

The Honorable Chet Blaylock
State Senate

State Capitol

Helena, Montana 59601

Dear Representative Blaylock:

I want to thank you for the invitation to attend the open public
hearing on "Special Education."”

Due to other commitments on January 22, 1977, I will be unable to

attend the hearing. However, I am always interested in matters pe:taining

to education, particularly when it affects disadvantaged persons.

I have passed this invitation on to other interested persons as requested.
Sincerely yours,

5lenn Burgess
DIRECTOR

GB/gd




BILLINGS VOCATIONAL~TECHNICAL CENTER

l GLENN BURGESS School District No. 2

. WILLIAM A, SERRETTE
Director 3615 Montana Avenue Superintendent
BEN ULMER Billings, Montana 59101 WINSTON E. WEAVER
Assistant D'r§C(°' Phone (406) 248-7741 Assistant Superintendent
JOE CROSS
I Assistant Director
January 21, 1977
I The Honorable Ann Mary Dussault
House of Representatives
State Capitol
l Helena, Montana 59601
Dear Representative Dussault:
I I want to thank you for the invitation to attend the open public
hearing on "Special Education.”
I Due to other commitments on January 22, 1977, I will be unable to
attend the hearing. However, I am always interested in matters pertaining
to education, particularly when it affects disadvantaged persocns.
I I have passed this invitation on to other interested persons as requested.
I Sincerely yours,
Glenn Burgess
DIRECTOR
I GB/gd



29 November 1976

Mr. LaVerne Richard
Director, Special Education
Hamilton Public Schools

P. 0, Box 980

Hamilton, MT 59840

Dear Bud:

In response to the Regional Survey concerning what problems I am having
in dealing with Special Education, Federal Law 94-142 and the Buckley
Amendment have made the paperwork necessary for compliance next to impossible,

The documentation necessary to place a student In Special Education often is
so time consuming that students are often denied services for weeks while
the necessary sigrn-offs, testing, behavioral observations, I.E.P.'s, family
history, medical history, and Child Study Team recommendations are being
worked through,

My major concern is one of expediency. I am fearful that so much time and
energy are expended in assuring compliance that curriculum and teaching
have become secondary in serving Special Education students,

Sincerely yours,

Rodney E., Bates, Supervisor
Special Education

REB /mkm
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DOLORES COLBURG
- Superintendent of
November 24, 1976 Public Instruction

Rod Bates, Director

Special Education

Missoula County High School District
Missoula, MT 359801

Dear Rod:

Thanks for your letter of November 18, 1976. Hopefully, we will have the Program
Review Report ready soon for you.

I did remember to talk to Larry Holmquist regarding the problem with the rules

and regulations and transferring students. He wrote a new section for the rules
and regulations so that Mrs. Colburg could review them and we feel fairly certain
that there will be a way to deal with the problem in a constructive manner so that
you do not have to break the rules or have the student stay home until a child
study team evaluates the student.

The rules will relate to salf-contained students. It would provide you with a
trial placemeat, with parental consent, until the child study team has evaluvated
and made prograza recoumendations.

We are hoping the rules and regulations will be ready for distribution in
January, 1977.

Thank you for writing to us and reviewing your problem. We appreciate persons
making constructive recommendations for changes in the rules and regulations.

inéerely,

s

U’{ 1/ '/’ i,imaﬁ/

DORO I BEAiﬁR
AssLStant Supervisor
Special Education
DWB:bj

cc: Fred Appelzzan

e 2
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18 November 1976

Dorecthy W, Beamer

Asst, Supervisor, Special Education
State of Montana

Helena, MT 59601

Dear Dorothy:

First I want to thank you for your help and support during our Program
Review, I really appreciate your being candid and straight forward.

As you will recall, we discussed the problem of placing transfer stuclents
in program, Since this is not addressed in the Rules and Regulations, 1 have
outlined a procedure for our district which I feel best meets the needs of the
student, but my concern is in being in violation of the Rules and Regulatilons,

If we adhered to the Rules and Regulations in the case of transfer students,
we could conceivably have the student waiting at home for two weeks before
placement is made,

When & new student enters our system, they must first be interviewed by omne
of the Assistant Principals who initiate the necessary enrollment paperwork.
The student is then referred to the appropriate Counselor for scheduling classes,
The same procedure is followed for Special Education students,

If it has been determined that the student had been in Special Education
in the former school, it has been our policy to place that student in a
similar program in our system, This i{s only done, howaver, after an interview
with the parents and the parents have given written permission for short-term
placement, This allows the Special Education staff time to request and
recelive records from the former school and then determine what additional
information needs to be acquired in order to justify placement,

It i3 my hope that this problem can be addressed i{in the Rules and Regulations,

Sincerely,

Rcdney E, Bates
Supervisor, Special Education

REB /mkm



Missouls Gty High School

DON HARBAUGH SENTINEL UNIT
Principal 901 SOUTH AVE WEST

MISSOULA, MONTANA 59801

ERWIN BYRNES
Assistant Principal

DARLENE SMITH
Assistant Principal

HYRUM TATTON
Assistant Principal

Special Educations: Laws, Rules and Regulations--
Their Implication and Impact in Montana

Public Law 94-142, the "Education for All Handicapped Children Act,"
has certainly had an impact on M.C.H.S. Special Education Program. Since
it is law, we have made a concentrated effort to come into full compliance
at the earliest possible date, There are two specific provisions in the
law which we feel must be changed in order to better serve handicapped
children.

1.) Sections 611,A.3 and 611,A,4 which provide for the reported number
of handicapped children served by each system to be-the average of the number
of children served on October 1lst and February 1st, With the lengthy due
process procedures required by the act, the October 1lst date is just too
early in the school year to allow time to screen, evaluate, and count the
number of children needing help.

2.) Section 614,85, which provides for short-term instructional objec-
tives as part of an individualized educational plan. We find it impossible
to determine short-term instructional objectives before the teacher has had
a chance to work with the student,

Both of the above-mentioned problems with the Act have been brought to
the attention of Congressman Max Baucas by the Montana C.A.S.E.

It is our feeling that the second working draft, August 1976, of the
Rules and Regulations, is a useful tool to aid school districts in complying
with Public Law 92-142 and the Buckley Amendment, While it is true that the
necessary ''due process' procedures require time and paperwork, it forces us:

1.) To provide program placements that are based on a comprehensive
evaluation and team approach and to regularly review that placement, Students,
therefor, are benefitting and are not being placed in Special Education
programs indiscriminately and forgotten,

2.) To include parents in their child's educational placement and
program,



Page 2

Missoula County High Schools are in support of the Special Education
Rules and Regulations. We have noted in writing to the 0.5,P,I, those
areas in the second working draft that we were having difficulties with
and have been assured that those areas will be addressed to in the final
draft.



Rarelje d"u“ic féc&oo’s

School District #32

Rapelje, Montana 59067

BOARD MEMBERS: y ‘
Phone [406] 663-4373 DALE E. HUHTANEN

Donald Herzoyg Supserintendent
Lester Hageman

A. B. Stimpson

Robert McFariand

Keith Reynolds

Conmittee on Education

My name is Dale Huhtanen, I am Superintendent of Schools at
Rapel je, Montana. We have 105 students in grades 1 - 12 and 11 teachers.
Presently, we have four students full time and three students, one
hour each in our Special Education program. Our Special Education
Budget is $12,879.00.

I will leave a copy of this letter as well as copies of other
correspondence that documents what I have to say. I will be very happy
to discuss these matters with you, but will 1imit it now to the
following.

I believe special education as it now exists is a true bureaucracy.
It is jammed full of red tape, officialism, and proliferation. Special
Education can in no way function and exist productively under the
current conditions. Seven (7) reasons exist as to why I find the present
program inadequate.

. During this school year I have spent 20% of my time on special
education writing and reviewing narratives, attending and chairing child
study teams, doing audits and budgets, writing programs, having confrences,
atterding and holding meetings, and working as a general laborer in the
construction of a special education room. Yet the administration section
of the budget was approved at $267.00. I feel I am spending too much time
on special education in comparision with other programs. I advised the
Assistant Supervisor of Special Education of this in October, 1976, and
have yet to receive an answer.

2. We requested that our 1976 -~ 77 Special Education Budget be
$18,745.00. This was based on the Special Education students from
1975 - 76 which were 1 - EMR, 8 - LD, 10 - LI, Our budget was approved
for $12,879.00. I was informed by the state before I submitted our budget
that it would be lowered because we were in excess of the 3% limitation
of classification for Learning Disabled (LD) or Educationally Handicapped
(EH). We had 8% of the students classified. I do not feel it is per-
centages we are to be concerned with but students who need services. An
average is computed by taking highs and lows - we were high.

3. My budget was first cut to half because, as stated by Mr. Hickey,
Assistant Supervisor of Special Education, ''only .5 FTE is authorized
because of our enroliment unless we entered into a cooperative with
Broadview.” We had had a cooperative program with Broadview
and found it inadequate. I then requested an audit. Before our audit,



I was advised by Mr. Hickey that we could avoid the audit of we agreed

to 2/3's finding. I wanted full funding so requested the audit. We
ended up with 2/3's funding. Presently we have seven students in

special education programs and one more will possibly be placed. I still
feel we deserve funding for a full program because we have a full program.

L, Oux present special edycation budget was baged on the approval
of four studepts. Withjr our small]l school we e hadkseveral transfers in
and out. We pyssiblywill have s oths;, ransfers., e have had
students in and\gut of the program w ere never ever considered when
budgeting and biidget approval occured.\ Therefore, I(belie¥e we should
follow some~standard like the Foufidation\Program — base the Woney budgeted
oh~The ntmber ©f students in the program the previous yeéar.

5. One of our child study teams wanted to place a student in special
education as Learning Disabled (LD). Everyone in the team agreed to the
placement including the psychologist for Regional Services, however, she
informed us that the placement would be overruled by the state because that
student was not 3 to 4 grade levels below standard. No where in the rules
and regulations for Special Education does that standard or rule exist.

6. Several students in our school have large cultural problems. We
are ineligible to receive Title I monies and these students do not qualify
for special education. Special education is supposed to help handicapped
students. If this cultural lag is adversely affecting the students, then
I consider it a handicapping condition and feel we should use special
education to help them.

7. Last year we shared an Easter Seal Speech Therapist with four
surrounding schools. We were informed by the state that Regional Services
would be providing these services. The service we are getting is not
adequate. Our scheduled services are a Speech Therapist 1/2 day per week,

which is not enough. Howeveér, we actually have been served nine times in the

first 20 weeks of school.

Thank you for your consideration.

O .t & 2o

Dale E. Huhtanen



Donna Andrews, Cierk
er G.R. McLaughlin, Superintendent Bert Doglow, High School Principal

Mary A. Spiek [
piekermeier, Secretary Joseph P. Erchul, Elementary Principal

Hor Springa Public Schools

Accredited by Northwest Accrediting Association

School District No. 14-J

Wor Springs. Montana

Phone - 741-3285
January 20, 1977

Ann Mary Dussault, Chairperson

House Committee on Education

Montana State House of Representatives
Helena, Montana 59601

Dear Ms. Dussault:
RE: Special Education Program.

Due to i1l health I am unable to appear before the Education Conmittee
in person, but I write this information in hopes of helping a valuable
program eliminate some serious drawbacks.

1. Schools in the State were forced to re-write their program nar-
ratives three and in same cases four times for the 1976-77 term.
Suggestion: The Special Education Department write a standard-
ized program narrative and send it to the local schools for
Board approval and signatures. (The Billings school narrative
seemed to be pretty much the standard.)

2. Money for the "exceptional"' child should be allocated to each
school under this program.

3. Regional Services Drawbacks: The Regional concept is a waste of
money, time, and duplication.

Suggestion:

a. Psychologist's Services: In 1975-76, we were allowed to
contract psychologist services fram various sources. Hot
Springs contracted the Mental Health Psychologist from
Thompson Falls, consequently, our testing was finished and
our full quota of 13 students enrolled in the Special Ed.
classes by October 1. This year, 1976-77, the local contract
was dis-allowed. We had to use a Regional Psychologist, and
due to the unavailability of the Regional person. we still
do not have our quota of students enrolled in classes of
Special Ed., January 1, 1977, we had seven students.

b. In three years, the Regional Director has been to our school
one time to look at our program or to offer suggestions., 1
have tried numerous times to talk to him on the phone, or
have written for advice, and have received little or no help.
(1). Let the smaller schools use the contracted services of

Mental Health Centers for testing purposes.

]



=,

(2). Either make the regions smaller, or provide more staff.

4. 'The local control of Special Education has practically been lost,
due in part to Federal authority, but also due to the autocratic
specifications written into the State program by Larry Holmquist,
in utter disregard of local administrators suggestions or requests.

5. I also believe the Special Education Program has been taken
advantage of by many of the larger schools, by their indescriminate
hiring of "special people'. I would believe that in order to gain
some control of the financial aspects of this program, that one
idea might be to: Take an average expense of a schools Special
Iiducation budget for a two year period, and make that the amount
the school would receive hereafter. Appropriate that amount and
let the local school, with standard procedures use the allotment
for the 'disadvantaged' and for the 'gifted" or as the local sees
fit to use for the good of their own people.

Sincerely submitted,
e .
92Sf /e, % UQ1L174ZLZ\

G.R. Mclaughlin

GRM/ms
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