
MINUTES OF THE MEETING 
SENATE STATE ADMINISTRATION COMMITTEE 

JANUARY 17,  1977 

The meeting w a s  c a l l e d  to  o r d e r  by V i c e  Chairman P e t e  S t o r y  a t  1 1 : O O  a.m 
i n  Room 410 of t h e  C a p i t o l  Bui ld ing .  S e n a t o r s  p r e s e n t  w e r e  S e n a t o r s  
S t o r y ,  Brown, Rasmussen, Roskie,  Je rgeson ,  Blaylock,  and Devine. Senato:  
Towe a r r i v e d  a  few moments la te .  

The fo l lowing  b i l l s  w e r e  d i s cus sed :  SB 72 
82 

SB 7 2  Sena to r  Margaret  Warden, Dis t r ic t  18 ,  sponsor  o f  t h e  b i l l ,  
exp la ined  t h e  purpose of  t h e  b i l l  i s  t o  create an  h i s t o r i c  
r e c o r d s  network between t h e  Montana H i s t o r i c a l  S o c i e t y  and 
t h e  Montana U n i v e r s i t y  system. (see a t t a c h e d  tes t imony #1) 

PROPONENTS 

Ken Korte ,  D i r e c t o r  of  t h e  Montana H i s t o r i c a l  S o c i e t y ,  vo iced  
concern of t h e  Board of D i r e c t o r s  o f  t h e  S o c i e t y  over  t h e  
a r c h i v e s ,  no t  o n l y  t h e i r  own b u t  t h e  l a c k  of  c o o r d i n a t i o n  
between u n i v e r s i t y  and c o l l e g e  a r c h i v a l  programs. H e  expressed  
concern t h a t  many c o l l e c t i o n s  a r e  l e a v i n g  t h e  s tate t o  o t h e r  
programs o r  be ing  des t royed  o r  d e t e r i o r a t i n g .  

Br i an  Cockh i l l ,  S t a t e  A r c h i v i s t ,  Montana H i s t o r i c a l  S o c i e t y ,  
p r e sen ted  tes t imony i n  f avo r  o f  t h e  b i l l  (see a t t a c h e d  
tes t imony # 2 ) .  

Louis  F o r s e l l ,  Counsel f o r  t h e  Montana U n i v e r s i t y  System s a i d  
he endor ses  t h e  p rev ious  tes t imony given.  H e  s t a t e d  t h e  Board 
of Regents e n t h u s d a s t i c a l l y  endorsed t h i s  b i l l  a f t e r  a  f u l l  
s tudy .  H e  s t r e s s e d  t i m e  i s  of t h e  e s sence  a s  t o o  many v a l u a b l e  
p i e c e s  and c o l l e c t i o n s  w i l l  b e  l o s t .  

Richard Bowers, P r e s i d e n t  of t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Montana, s t a t e d  
he  w a s  i n  f a v o r  of  t h e  b i l l  and f e l t  it was most impor t an t  t o  
t h e  s tate.  

D r .  D a l e  Johnson, U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Montana A r c h i v i s t ,  p r e s e n t e d  
tes t imony i n  suppor t  of t h e  b i l l  (see a t t a c h e d  tes t imony # 3 ) .  

E a r l e  Thompson, Dean of  L i b r a r y  S e r v i c e s  a t  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  of  
Montana, s t a t e d  t h e  c u r r e n t  budget  i s  inadequa te  f o r  a f u l l  
a r c h i v a l  p r e s e r v a t i o n  and use  system. H e  po in t ed  o u t  t h a t  D r .  
Johnson i s  t h e  on ly  a r c h i v a l  s t a f f  member w i th  t h e  excep t ion  
of some p a r t  t i m e  s t u d e n t  he lp .  When he is  gone t h e r e  i s  no 
access t o  any of t h e  m a t e r i a l .  The l a c k  o f  personne l  and funds  
i s  f r u s t r a t i n g  and i n - f i g h t i n g  between u n i t s  o f  t h e  system o f t e n  
r e s u l t s .  T h i s  coo rd ina t ed  approach would b e  most h e l p f u l  i n  
r e s o l v i n g  t h e s e  problems. 
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There being no opponents t o  t h e  b i l l  t h e  hear ing  w a s  c losed and ques t ions  
from t h e  committee followed. 

Senator Roskie asked i f  t h e r e  would be a  f i s c a l  note  f o r  t h e  b i l l .  Senato 
Warden r e p l i e d  t h a t  an appropr ia t ions  measure, HB 161, has  been introduced 
i n  t h e  House f o r  a  t o t a l  of $545,00 by Representa t ive  JoEl len  Estenson. 
Of t h a t  amount, $384,862 w i l l  be new money a s  $161, 000 i s  a l ready include1 
i n  the  H i s t o r i c a l  Socie ty  budget. 

SB 82 Senator  Dunkle, District  15, and sponsor of t h e  b i l l ,  s t a t e d  t h e  
purpose of t h e  b i l l  i s  t o  cause t h e  Environmental Q u a l i t y  Council 
(E.Q.C.) t o  become a  group of l e g i s l a t o r s  o r  l e g i s l a t i v e l y  
o r i e n t e d  people. He f e e l s  t h e  pub l i c  i s  adequately represented  
by t h e  l e g i s l a t o r s  and t h e i r  vo ice  i s  heard a t  pub l i c  meetings. 
He s t a t e d  he helped author  t h e  Environmental Pol icy  A c t  i n  1971 
and a l s o  helped i n  t h e  s e l e c t i o n  of t h e  f i r s t  E.Q.C. Board. He 
f e e l s  t h e r e  i s  a need f o r  more l e g i s l a t i v e  d i r e c t i o n  and respon- 
s i b l i t y  toward t h e  t o t a l  needs of Montana. He s t a t e d  t h e  term 
f o r  Board members i s  s i x  yea r s  and new appointments must be made 
by t h e  51th l e g i s l a t i v e  day. 

There being no f u r t h e r  proponents of t h e  b i l l ,  t h e  Chairman asked f o r  
opponents . 
OPPONENTS 

Senator  Warden read  a  s ta tement  i n  oppos i t ion  t o  t h e  b i l l  from 
G. W. "Por" Deschamps, former Republican S t a t e  Senator  from 
Missoula and p r e s e n t l y  serv ing  a s  a  c i t i z e n  member of t h e  E.Q.C. 
( see  a t t t a c h e d  testimony # 4 )  

Senator  Warden, D i s t r i c t  18,  s t a t e d  she f e l t  c i t i z e n  i n p u t  has 
been most u s e f u l .  She s t a t e d  t h e  c i t i z e n  member inpu t  t o  t h e  
pub l i ca t ion  "Montana's Renewable Resources, Today and Tomorrow" 
was most e s s e n t i a l  t o  t h a t  pub l i ca t ion .  A s  a wi tness  t o  t h e  
p u b l i c  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  p a r t i c i p a t i o n ,  she f e l t  t h e i r  con t r ibu t ions  
were most va luable  and i n t e l l i g e n t .  

Darlene Grove, League of Women Voters ,  presented her  testimony 
a g a i n s t  t h e  b i l l ( s e e  a t t a c h e d  testimony # 5 ) .  

Senator  Hager, D i s t r i c t  30, s t a t e d  he has served t h e  l a s t  two 
y e a r s  a s  Chairman of t h e  E.Q.C. H e  expressed concern over  two 
problems, t h e  f i r s t  being d e l e t i o n  of t h e  Governor's r e p r e s e n t a t i v  
and second, t h e  d e l e t i o n  of t h e  environmental  q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  of 
t h e  members. He t e s t i f i e d  t o  t h e  good balance between t h e  pub l i c  
and l e g i s l a t i v e  members of t h e  Council and suppor ts  t h e  inpu t  of 
t h e  pub l i c  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  a s  being high q u a l i t y .  H e  endorsed 
Senator  Warden's testimony a l s o .  
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Char l e s  Daheny, member of t h e  E.Q.C., s t a t e d  he i s  a  farmer  and 
he and most a l l  f a rmer s  and r a n c h e r s  are most concerned and i n t e r -  
e s t e d  i n  environmental  matters. They f e e l  a t  e a s e  i n  approaching 
t h e  E.Q.C. because l a y  people  a r e  on it and t h a t  makes t h e  Counci l  
more a c c e s s i b l e .  H e  f e l t  t h e  p u b l i c  i n p u t  i s  necessary  and i s  of 
h igh  q u a l i t y .  

Sarah I g n a t i u s ,  r e p r e s e n t i n g  t h e  Northern P l a i n s  Resource Counci l ,  
s t a t e d  she  suppor ted  t h e  p rev ious  tes t imony.  She s a i d  t h e  E.Q.C.  
p rov ides  an o v e r s e e r  r o l e  and p u b l i c  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  e n s u r e s  a  
b roader  scope i n  t h a t  r o l e .  

H a r r i e t t  Marble, r e p s e n t i n g  h e r s e l f ,  p r e sen ted  he r  t es t imony i n  
o p p o s i t i o n  t o  t h e  b i l l  (see a t t a c h e d  tes t imony #6). 

P h i l  Tawney, Environmental  In format ion  Cen te r ,  s t a t e d  h i s  concern 
f o r  t h e  a p p r o p r i a t e  environmental  p o l i c i e s  f o r  Montana. He 
quoted from a  l e t t e r  from George Darrow i n  which he s t a t e d  t h e  
Counci l  make up i s  unique and \ v i t a l  t o  t h e  p rope r  f u n c t i o n i n g  

B 
of t h e  Counci l .  H e  s t a t e d  t h a t  many p rev ious  members of t h e  
Counci l  from t h e  p u b l i c  s e c t o r  have made a  g r e a t  impact on t h e  
C o u n c i l ' s  work. H e  s a i d  a review of minutes  of  t h e  E.Q.C. r e f l e c t  
t h e  q u a l i t y  of c i t i z e n  i n p u t .  

The hea r ing  w a s  c l o s e d  and t h e r e  w e r e  q u e s t i o n s  from t h e  Committee. 

Sena tor  Brown asked why Sena tor  Dunkle f e l t  more l e g i s l a t i v e  d i r e c t i o n  
w a s  needed. Sena to r  Dunkle r e p l i e d  t h a t  t h e  Counci l  should s e r v e  a s  
an arm of  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  and c i t i z e n  i n p u t  can  be  had th rough  l e g i s l a t o r  
who r e p r e s e n t  t h e  people  and by p u b l i c  meet ings .  H e  s t a t e d  t h e  Council  i 
an e x c e l l e n t  body and it can  r e c e i v e  i n p u t  i n  many ways b u t  l e g i s l a t i v e  
r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  should be  t h e  c o n t r o l l i n g  f a c t o r .  

Sena to r  Towe asked why t h e  environmental  q u a l i f i c a t i o n  requi rements  were 
d e l e t e d  from t h e  b i l l .  Sena to r  Dunkle r e p l i e d  t h e r e  w a s  no r e a l  reason  
why t h e  b i l l  d r a f t e r s  took  them o u t  -- t h e y  could  be  l e f t  i n  w i t h  no 
problem. 

Sena to r  Towe asked t h e  opponents how they  f e l t  about  t h e  p u b l i c  i n p u t  
from p u b l i c  meetings.  H a r r i e t t  Marble s t a t e d  t h e  p u b l i c  involvment i s  
g r e a t  b u t  it i s  becuase expenses  are al lowed f o r  t h e  p u b l i c  r e p r e s e n t a t i v  
on t h e  c o u n c i l .  She s t a t e d  no one can a f f o r d  t o  t r a v e l  a l l  over  t h e  
s t a t e  and t o  Helena t o  a t t e n d  a l l  t h e  meet ings  t h e y  are i n t e r e s t e d  i n  
wi thout  t h e  h e l p  t h e  p a i d  expenses  prov ide .  

There being no f u r t h e r  d i s c u s s i o n  t h e  hea r ing  w a s  c lo sed .  
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Sena tor  Towe mentioned Sena to r  Ed Smith had r eques t ed  a  subpoena f o r  
Reporter  Richard ' G e i s s l e r  t o  appear  be fo re  t h e  Committee i n  t h e  
Kleinkopf hea r ing .  Sena tor  Towe asked Sena to r  Smith t o  p u t  t h e  r e q u e s t  
i n  w r i t i n g .  

Sena tor  Towe s t a t e d  t h e  procedure  f o r  appo in t ee  hea r ings  w i l l  b e  
e s s e n t i a l l y  t h e  same a s  f o r  hea r ing  a b i l l :  

1. a p p o i n t e e ' s  s t a t emen t  
2.  proponents  
3 .  opponents 
4. q u e s t i o n s  by t h e  committee 
5. o p p o r t u n i t y  f o r  appo in t ee  t o  c l o s e  

Sena to r  Towe s t a t e d  he w i l l  make a c a u t i o n a r y  s t a t emen t  b e f o r e  t h e  hea r in (  
commences. I t  w i l l  be suggested t o  a l l  w i t n e s s e s  t h a t  t h e  committee w i l l  
n o t  look k i n d l y  upon any s t a t e m e n t s  o f  s p e c i f i c  i n s t a n c e s  of misconduct.  
I n  such c a s e s  t h e  Chairman and V i c e  Chairman w i l l  r u l e  on t h e  s p e c i f i c  
ca se .  The q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  and c a p a b i l i t i e s  of t h e  appo in t ees  a r e  t h e  
p o i n t s  t o  be  s t r e s s e d .  

The Committee w i l l  m e e t  Thursday upon adjournemnt t o  rev iew ground r u l e s  
and review comments on appointments  r ece ived  by Committee members. 

Sena tor  Towe has  a l s o  asked t h e  l e g i s l a t i v e  a u d i t o r  and f i s c a l  a n a l y s t  
f o r  t h e i r  i n p u t  of  any th ing  a p p r o p r i a t e  t o  t h e  appointments .  

Sena tor  J e rgeson  in t roduced  h i s  p a r e n t s ,  John and E l i z a b e t h  J e rgeson ,  
who w e r e  v i s i t i n g  t h e  committee meeting.  

There being no f u r t h e r  b u s i n e s s ,  t h e  meeting adjourned t o  reconvene 
Wednesday, January  19,  a t  1 1 : O Q  a . m .  i n  Room 410 of t h e  C a p i t a l  Bui lding.  

f 
V 

owe, Chairman 
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Senator  Towe and members of t h e  S t a t e  Admin i s t r a t i on  Conunittee. 

I am Sen. Margaret  S. Warden, D i s t .  18 ,  and prime sponsor  of 

S.B. 72 .  

For  t h e  p a s t  2 5  y e a r s ,  I have been a c t i v e  and i n t e r e s t e d  i n  t h e  

p i c t u r e  of t h e  p r e s e r v a t i o n  of Montana's p a s t  a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  

improvement of l i b r a r i e s  and t h e i r  funding.  A s  a young woman, I 

se rved  a s  l i b r a r i a n  a t  t h e  Grea t  F a l l s  Tr ibune f o r  s e v e r a l  y e a r s  

and one of my primary concerns  was f o r  t h e  indexing  of Montana h i s t o r  

L a t e r ,  I se rved  a s  an indexe r  and e d i t o r  f o r  t h e  Navy department 

i n  Washington, D.C. where I had a c c e s s  t o  much c l a s s i f i e d  m a t t e r  

a s  w e l l  a s  t e c h n i c a l  p u b l i c a t i o n s .  

My husband has  long been a  c o l l e c t o r  of  h i s t o r i c a l  books and 

l i t e r a t u r e .  So, you see, I do have a  background and i n t e r e s t  i n  t h e  

p r e s e r v a t i o n  of documents and papers .  

For  t h e  l a s t  y e a r  I have been a c t i v e l y  working t o  come up wi th  a 

program t o  p r e s e r v e  t h e  a r c h i v e s  of  t h e  s t a t e  of Montana. I f i r s t  

appeared b e f o r e  t h e  Board of  Regents a t  a  meeting l a s t  s p r i n g  t o  

t a l k  aboLtthe  need. They w e r e  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  t h e  proposa l .  Wl th  

t h e  approva l  of t h e  Regents and Commissioner P e t t i t ,  a  committee 

c a l l e d  " I n t e r - u n i t  committee on l i b r a r i e s "  was formed made up of 

r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  of each  u n i v e r s i t y  u n l t ,  e i t h e r  t h e  l i b r a r i a n  o r  

t h e  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  of  t h e  u n i v e r s i t y ;  Br i an  C o c k h i l l ,  S t a t e  a r c h i v i s t  

from t h e  Montana H i s t o r i c a l  S o c i e t y "  D r .  Freeman J. Wright of t h e  

Commissioner's s t a f f  and myself .  

The committee m e t  and it was t h e  unanimous op in ion  of  t h e  

group t h a t  something should  be  done. 

During J u l y ,  I went back t o  Chicago t o  c o n s u l t  w i t h  P a t  Quinn,  

a r c h i v i s t  f o r  Northwestern Un ive r s i t y .  H e  had been a c t i v e  i n  t h e  
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re .  S.B. 72 January 17, 1977 

M r .  Chairman and Cornmi t t e e  Members : 

My name i s  Br ian Cockh i l l ,  I am State A r c h i v i s t  f o r  the Montana H i s t o r i c a l  

Society. 

As a  p a r t i c i p a n t  i n  the planning which resu l t ed  i n  the i n t r oduc t i on  o f  t h i s  

b i  11, I st rong ly  support i t s  passage. The program embodied i n  t h i s  l e g i s -  

l a t i o n  i s  the product o f  concern, and u l t ima te  agreement, on the p a r t  o f  

a r c h i v i s t s  , h i s  t o r i  ans , 1 i b r a r i  ans , and concerned c i t i z e n s  , who have 

recognized the desperate condi t ion o f  h i s  t o r i  c  records preservat ion i n  t h i  s  

' s ta te .  

I n  the past, two th ings have operated against  e f f e c t i v e  preservat ion and 

use o f  h i s t o r i c  records i n  Montana: the s t a t e ' s  s i z e  and the scat tered 

nature o f  i t s  populat ion; and the poor f i n a n c i a l  support given e x i s t i n g  

h i s t o r i c  records programs. The consequences were t h a t  a  1  arge p ropo r t i  on 

o f  records documenting Montana's r i c h  and var ied  past  were destroyed , were 

endangered through poor care, o r  were leav ing  the  s t a t e  f o r  the custody of 

b e t t e r  funded repos i to r ies  i n  o ther  regions. Most ser ious ly ,  students, 

pro fess iona l  h i s t o r i ans ,  and the in te res ted  pub l i c ,  d i d  no t  have the 

f u l  l e s t  oppor tun i ty  t o  ca r r y  on meaningful , thorough research, whether 

f o r  a  major book o r  a r t i c l e ,  o r  simply t o  s a t i s f y  an i n d i v i d u a l ' s  i n t e r e s t  

i n  a  l o c a l i t y ,  a  person, ' o r  an event. A f u r t h e r  r am i f i ca t i on  o f  t h i s  

s i t u a t i o n  was unproductive, sel f -defeat ing compet i t ion f o r  acqu is i t i ons  , 

funding, and p u b l i c i t y ,  amongst the th ree  o r  f o u r  under-financed h i s t o r i c  

records programs operat ing i n  Montana. 

Montana cannot a f f o r d  t o  fund a l l  operat ing programs s u f f i c i e n t l y  t o  

a1 low them t o  f unc t i on  independently; each p rov id ing  f u l l  serv ices,  w i t h  
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With the  acceptance of manuscript and a r c h i v a l  c o l l e c t i o n s ,  a  pub l i c  i n s t i t u t i o n  

and thus t h e  government assume the  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  t o  both preserve  and t o  make 

a v a i l a b l e  t o  the  public  those m a t e r i a l s  acquired.  I n  Montana we have enlphasized 

preservat ion  and discouraged use. By t h e  term "discouraged use", I mean t h a t  

i f  you l i v e  i n  Havre f o r  example and a r e  w r i t i n g  a  family o r  l o c a l  h i s t o r y ,  you 

have t o  t r a v e l  t o  Helena, Bozeman o r  Missoula t o  t a k e  advantage of Havre-related 

m a t e r i a l s  loca ted  a t  t h e  a r c h i v a l  i n s t i t u t i o n s  i n  those  t h r e e  p laces .  Not only 

do you have t o  t r a v e l  t o  Helena, Bozeman, o r  Missoula, bu t  i t  would have t o  be 

A weekday and between 8 a.m. and 5 p.m. For most Montanans t h i s  prevents  

t h e i r  use  of t h e  manuscript c o l l e c t i o n s  housed i n  Helena, Bozeman, o r  Missoula. 

The Univers i ty  of Montana has long had a  po l i cy  of making manuscript c o l l e c t i o n s  

a v a i l a b l e  t o  o t h e r  research  l i b r a r i e s  i n  Montana through the  i n t e r l i b r a r y  

loan system. This  can only be  done, however, i f  t h e  borrowing i n s t i t u t i o n  can 

a s s u r e  t h e  s e c u r i t y  of t h e  m a t e r i a l s  whi le  they a r e  i n  use. Such s e c u r i t y  i s  

necessary because of the  expanding n a t i o n a l  market f o r  famous s i g n a t u r e s  and the  

inc reas ing  incidence ac ross  the  na t ion  of manuscript t h e f t .  

Somehow t h e r e  has t o  be  a f f o r d e d - t o  the  people r e s i d i n g  i n  t h e  extreme reaches 

of t h i s  s t a t e  an oppor tuni ty  t o  do family and l o c a l  h i s t o r y  research  wi th  a  

minimum of t r a v e l .  This  can be  done through t h e  es tabl i shment  of a  records  

network which w i l l  i n s u r e  the  s e c u r i t y  of t h e  c o l l e c t i o n  and a t  the  same time 

provide f o r  t h e  i n t e r l i b r a r y  loan of these  c o l l e c t i o n s  t o  t h e  major academic 

research  l i b r a r i e s  of t h e  a rea .  

The Unive r s i ty  i n  Missoula has  probably t h e  f i n e s t  c o l l e c t i o n  of n a t i o n a l l y  

s i g n i f i c a n t  manuscripts i n  t h e  s t a t e .  The g i f t  of t h e  Mike Mansfield papers 

t o  t h e  Univers i ty  - a  c o l l e c t i o n  sought by t h e  L ib ra ry  of Congress and t h e  

P r e s i d e n t i a l  L i b r a r i e s  - places  t h e  Univers i ty  among t h e  major research  c e n t e r s  

f o r  mid-Twentieth Century p o l i t i c a l  h i s t o r y .  Besides t h e  Mansfield Co l l ec t ion ,  

t h e  Univers i ty  has  the  James W. Gerard papers ,  t h e  Joseph M. Dixon papers and 

the James E. Murray papers. A l l  of t h e s e  people were s i g n i f i c a n t  i n  n a t i o n a l  

a f f a i r s .  The James Gerard papers a r e  of i n t e r n a t i o n a l  s i g n i f i c a n c e  a s  a r e  

t h e  papers of Clarence S t r e i t ,  a  c o l l e c t i o n  promised to t h e  Univers i ty  of 

Montana . 
The Univers i ty  a l s o  has manuscr'ipt c o l l e c t i o n s  of state and l o c a l  research  i m -  

portance.  Many aspec t s  of Montana's s o c i a l ,  p o l i t i c a l  and economic pas t  a r e  
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STATEMENT BEFORE THE SENATE STATE ADMINISTRATION, January 17 ,  1977 

Statement by G.W. "Por" Deschamps, former Republican S t a t e  Senator  from Missoula 
and p r e s e n t l y  s e r v i n g  a s  a  c i t i z e n  member of t h e  Environmental Q u a l i t y  Council .  

Chairman Towe and members of t h e  Senate  S t a t e  Administrat ion Committee, I 

wish t o  go on r eco rd  a s  opposing SB82 which a sks  t h a t  t h e  c i t i z e n  membership on t h e  

EQC be abo l i shed .  The requirements  f o r  c i t i z e n  imput through i t s  c i t i z e n  members 

a r e  an e s s e n t i a l  p a r t  of t h e  Montana Environmental Po l i cy  A c t .  Abolishing t h e  c i t i z e n  

members of  t h e  EQC counc i l  i n  my e s t ima t ion  would have t h e  e f f e c t  of des t roy ing  one 

very impor tan t  p a r t  o f  t h e  c o u n c i l ' s  work. 

The Environmental Q u a l i t y  Council  is  e n t r u s t e d  w i t h  t h e  r o l e  of  be ing  a  

watchdog over  t h e  execu t ive  branch%; implementation o f  n a t u r a l  resource  p o l i c y  

a s  we l l  a s  being on t h e  c u t t i n g  edge of  environmental problem s o l v i n g  i n  t h i s  s t a t e .  

In  my e s t ima t ion  t h e  b r e a t h  and imput of  t h e  counc i l  i n  t h e s e  important  e f f o r t s  

i s  a ided  by t h e  c i t i z e n  members o f  t h e  counci l .  Another important  p o i n t  t o  cons ide r  i: 

t h a t  a l l  l e g i s l a t i v e  members a r e  p o l i t i c i a n s  r e spons ib l e  t o  t h e i r  cons t i t uency .  

The c i t i z e n  members of  t h e  counc i l  a r e  n o t  encumbered by cons t i tuency  p r e s s u r e s  on 

c o n t r o v e r s i a l  i s s u e s  and t h i s  t o o  broadens t h e  scope of  t h ink ing  i n  t h e  counc i l .  

I n  conclus ion  I hope t h e  Senate  S t a t e  Adminis t ra t ion  Committee w i l l  oppose 

SB82 a s  it s t r i k e s  a t  t h e  very  essence  o f  t h e  EQC. How can w e  a b o l i s h  c i t i z e n  imput 

i n  an  age when everyone i s  s t r i v i n g  f o r  more c i t i z e n  involvement. Good government 

w i l l  be served by main ta in ing  t h e  c i t i z e n  members of  t h e  EQC. 
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Senate State Administration Comi t t e e  

S.B. 82 

17 January 77 

I am Har r ie t  Marble o f  Chester, Montana. I ,am here on behalf  o f  myself. 

I have been a member of the Montana Environmental Q u a l i t y  Council for  

6 years, representing the publ i c .  During t h i s  t ime I was reappointed once. 

I n i t i a l l y ,  I was appointed by the Governor but with the change o f  the 

Montana Environmental Pol i c y  Act, i t  became the duty of the leader o f  the 

Legislature t o  appoint the 4 publ ic  members. Rep. McKi t t r lck  appointed me 

a t  the end o f  the 1975 session. 

I favor re ta in ing  the four publ i c  members on the 13 member council .  I 

submit t ha t  the proposal presented by S, B. 82 t o  remove non-legislat ive 

members o f  the Environmental Qual i t y  Council runs contrary t o  the theme of 

our new State Const i tu t ion which encourages maximum c i  then par t i c i pa t i on  i n  
n-7 

our government. 

The publ i c  members are f a r  from being the m a j ~ r i t y ~ . ~ a r t l c i p a n t s  on the 

Environmental Qual i t y  Council and we provide ;a valuable i ps fgh t  i n t o  environ- 

mental issues. We are no t  elected officdalj representtrig a ge r ta i  n segment of 

the population, but  are c i t i zens  who 'are free to give I ,  b ~ ~ a d ~ c o m n e n t s  on subjects. 

I have the unique experience of being on the Eqvlronmental Qual i t y  Council 
s ,  

since i t s  incept ion and have nevpr seep harmful results fr6m having pub l i c  members; 

i n  f a c t  the contrary i s  true. The publ i c  meybers often seem t o  have more time . . 
than t h e i r  busy counterparts and have contr ibuted . their  wr i t t en  and verbal opinion 

, ', 

on a l l  the subjects, . I have spoken t o  c l a s s ~ s ~ , : ~ ~ I u b s  and workshops on a c t i v i t i t  
r .* '..I 

I r I. 
* . <'  z ,  

-. $t?;'ke$t, $ a  

and programs of the  & v i d ~ ~ e n p ~  QualftY C,GUOMJ~;~; j,f ,; 
+; ' A i 1 '  .. "? y.? z*? :$, 
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