
MINUTES OF THE MEETING 
NATURAL RESOURCES 

MONTANA STATE SENATE 

January  15,  1977 

The t h i r d  meeting of t h e  Natura l  Resources Committee was 
c a l l e d  t o  o r d e r  by Sena tor  Elmer Flynn,  Chairman, a t  9:30 a .  m.  
on t h e  above d a t e  i n  Room 405 of  t h e  S t a t e  C a p i t o l  Bui ld ing .  

ROLL CALL: Upon r o l l  c a l l  a l l  members were p r e s e n t .  

M r .  Lar ry  Weinberg, S t a f f  At torney of t h e  L e g i s l a t i v e  Counci l  
was a l s o  p r e s e n t .  

Sena tor  Roskie s t a t e d  t h a t  a t  t h e  prev ious  meeting t h e  
Coinmittee had had q u i t e  a  d i s c u s s i o n  about  whether t h e  p roposa l  
f o r  a  mod i f i ca t ion  of t h e  sub-d iv i s ion  laws ought  t o  be p re sen ted  
as a  Committee B i l l  o r  a s  an i n d i v i d u a l  b i l l  w i t h  co-s igners .  He 
s t a t e d  t h a t  a t  t h e  prev ious  meeting it was agreed t h a t  t h i s  p roposa l  
would be  d i s c u s s e d  f u r t h e r  today and t h a t  a  d e c i s i o n  would be  made. 

Sena tor  Flynn s a i d  t h a t  he was k ind  of i n t e r e s t e d  i n  t h i s  
b i l l .  H e  s t a t e d  t h a t  t h i s  b i l l  which was H. B. 666 passed t h e  
Sena te  by one v o t e  l a s t  s e s s i o n .  H e  s a i d  t h a t  he wondered i f  t h i s  
a c t  had e v e r  been t r i e d  i n  t h e  i n t e r i m .  

Sena to r  Roskie s t a t e d  t h a t  it had never  come b e f o r e  a c o u r t  
f o r  c o u r t  d e c i s i o n  t h a t  he knew o f .  H e  s a i d  t h a t  t h e r e  have been 
some c h a l l e n g e s .  

M r .  Weinberg, S t a f f  At torney of t h e  L e g i s l a t i v e  Counci l ,  s t a t e d  
t h a t  he  was n o t  aware of  any. 

Sena tor  Flynn s t a t e d  t h a t  one of  h i s  main o b j e c t i v e s  t o  t h e  
b i l l  when i t  was passed was t h a t  t h e r e  was no d e f i n i t i o n s  f o r  
a g r i c u l t u r a l  l and  and no d e f i n i t i o n  f o r  any of  t h e  p r o v i s i o n s  t h a t  
a r e  i n  t h e  b i l l .  He then  s t a t e d  t h a t  he would l i k e  t o  know what 
t h e  p l e a s u r e  of  t h e  Committee would be.  

Sena tor  Je rgeson  s t a t e d  t h a t  he f r a n k l y  d i d n ' t  t h i n k  it was 
proper  t o  make i t  a  Committee B i l l .  H e  s t a t e d  t h a t  it g i v e s  it 
o f f i c i a l  s t a t u s  b e f o r e  it even has  a hea r ing .  H e  s a i d  t h a t  House 
B i l l  666  was in t roduced  by an i n d i v i d u a l  l a s t  s e s s i o n  s o  he f e l t  
t h a t  any r e p e a l e r  should be made by an  i n d i v i d u a l  l e g i s l a t o r  t h i s  
s e s s i o n .  H e  s a i d  t h a t  a s  a  L e g i s l a t o r  he  had t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  
t o  review and s tudy  what i s  i n  t h e  c o n t e n t s  o f  t h e  b i l l .  H e  s a i d  
t h a t  he d i d n ' t  t h i n k  it p rope r  t o  s a y  t h i s  is  what t h e  Committee 
wants t o  do. 



S e n a t o r  Smith s t a t e d  t h a t  he was i n  f u l l  s u p p o r t  o f  t h e  
b i l l .  H e  s a i d  t h a t  he  d i d n ' t  t h i n k  t h e y  w e r e  g o i n g  t o  h e l p  
o r  h u r t  t h e  b i l l  by s a y i n g  it i s  a  Committee B i l l .  H e  s a i d  
he d i d n ' t  t h i n k  t h e y  w e r e  g a i n i n g  a n y t h i n g .  H e  s t a t e d  t h a t  
t h e y  s h o u l d  weigh t h i s  on t h e  m e r i t s  o f  t h e  b i l l .  H e  s a i d  
it w o u l d n ' t  change h i s  d e c i s i o n  one way o r  t h e  o t h e r  whe the r  
it was a  Committee B i l l .  

S e n a t o r  Devine s t a t e d  t h a t  he  would s u p p o r t  t h e  b i l l  l i k e  
it i s .  

S e n a t o r  Roskie  s a i d  t h a t  he  t h o u g h t  S e n a t o r  J e r g e s o n  
may have a  good p o i n t .  I t  c o n c e i v a b l y  migh t  a f f e c t  t h e  a d v e r s e  
e f f e c t  a s  a k i n d  o f  a  p r e s s u r e  move t o  p u t  more p r e s s u r e  on t h e  
body. H e  s t a t e d  t h a t  h e  would have  no concern  a b o u t  s i g n i n g  it. 
H e  s t a t e d  t h a t  maybe it would be  reviewed b e t t e r  i f  i t  was n o t  
a Committee B i l l .  H e  s a i d  t h a t  he  a d m i t s  t h a t  he  had t h o u g h t  
it was a  good i d e a  a t  t h e  t i m e .  

S e n a t o r  Flynn s t a t e d  t h a t  it c a n  work b o t h  ways. 

S e n a t o r  Roskie  s a i d  t h a t  t h e  i n t e r i m  Committee B i l l s  a r e  a  
l i t t l e  d i f f e r e n t  t o o .  

S e n a t o r  Manley wondered i f  t h e  b i l l  had been s u b m i t t e d .  

S e n a t o r  Flynn s a i d ,  no ,  t h e  p o i n t  was whether  t o  i n t r o d u c e  
it a s  a  Committee B i l l  o r  i n d i v i d u a l .  I t  r e a l l y  d o e s n ' t  make 
any d i f f e r e n c e  . 

S e n a t o r  Roskie s t a t e d  t h a t  S e n a t o r  Dover h a s  a  d i r e c t  
i n t e r e s t .  

S e n a t o r  Dover s a i d  t h a t  t h e  c o n t r a c t o r s  a r e  caused  much 
ha rassment  by t h i s .  

S e n a t o r  Flynn s t a t e d  t h a t  i n  h i s  o p i n i o n  i t  d o e s  g i v e  
them t h e  r i g h t  t o  v e t o  any c o n t r a c t .  

S e n a t o r  Dover s a i d  t h a t  h e  wondered a b o u t  t h e  t h o u s a n d s  
and t h o u s a n d s  o f  d o l l a r s  it h a s  c o s t  under  t h i s  b i l l .  

S e n a t o r  Devine s a i d  t h a t  t o  g e t  t h e  p e r m i t s  is  no problem. 

A f t e r  f u r t h e r  d i s c u s s i o n  i t  was d e c i d e d  t o  submi t  t h e  b i l l  
a s  a n  i n d i v i d u a l  b i l l  and n o t  a s  a  Committee B i l l .  

A t  t h i s  t i m e  S e n a t o r  F lynn  a s k e d  S e n a t o r  Manley i f  h e  would 
be hav ing  anyone t e s t i f y  a t  t h e  h e a r i n g  on Tuesday, J a n u a r y  1 8 ,  

I f o r  S e n a t e  J o i n t  R e s o l u t i o n  No. 4 .  



S e n a t o r  Manley s t a t e d  t h a t  o n l y  l o b b y i s t s  from t h e  Woods 
P r o d u c t s  would be  t h e r e .  

ANNOUNCEMENTS: S e n a t o r  Flynn s t a t e d  t h a t  a h e a r i n g  would 
be h e l d  Tuesday,  J a n u a r y  1 8 ,  1977 a t  9:30 a .  m.  on S e n a t e  J o i n t  
R e s o l u t i o n  No. 4 .  

ADJOURNMENT: There  b e i n g  no f u r t h e r  b u s i n e s s ,  motion w a s  
made by S e n a t o r  Smith and seconded by S e n a t o r  Dover t h a t  the 
meet ing  be a d j o u r n e d .  Meeting was a d j o u r n e d  a t  9:50 a.  m. 
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