
MINUTES OF THE MEETING 
LABOR & EMPLOYMENT RELATIONS COMMITTEE 

MONTANA STATE SENATE 

January 14, 1977 

The third meeting of the Labor and Employment Relations 
Committee was called to order by Chairman Lee on the above date 
in Room 402 of the State Capitol Building at 9:30 a.m. 

ROW CALL: All members present. 

GENERAL DISCUSSION: Norman Grosfield, head of the Worker's 
Compensation Division, was back and he continued talking about 
the' package of Worker's Compensation bills. Two more proposals 
from the Advisory Council were discussed. 

The fifth proposed bill would be to remove certain boiler 
inspection fee requirements. The Division suggests that the 
inspection fees be deleted, however, the inspections would still 
be made. The boiler inspection unit would be funded in the same 
manner that other safety programs within the Division are 
funded. (See attachment #1) 

The sixth proposal is a bill concerning a recodification 
of the Occupational Disease Act. The reason for this recodi- 
fication is to clarify the difficult problems that now exist 
under the Act. It would remove a great deal of complicated 
language and would clarify several sections in the Act. This 
bill will not change to any great extent the substances of the 
Occupational Disease Act. There will be a slight increase in 
the area of medical benefits and also a clarification of the 
claim filing system. The Anaconda Company would mainly be 
affected by this bill. After meeting with them, Grosfield felt 
that they would come in and support this bill. (See attachment #2) 

Senator Lee referred back to the fourth proposal concerning 
the safety requirements and inspection of steam traction engines. 
There were no further questions on this proposal so Senator 
Lowe moved that this proposal be passed. The motion carried 
unanimously. 

There were no further questions on the fifth proposal. 
Senator Himsl moved that this proposal be passed. The motion 
carried unanimously. 

Senator Lowe then moved that Advisory Council bills 4 and 5 
be passed and referred to the committee as committee bills. The 
motion carried unanimously. 

Further consideration of the first proposal was given. After 
some discussion, Senator Goodover asked if the motion be deferred 
until the next meeting because he was waiting to hear from some 
insurance companies in Great Falls. This proposal will be con- 
sidered again on Monday. 
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C o n s i d e r a t i o n  was t h e n  g i v e n  t o  t h e  s econd  p r o p o s a l .  
Much d i s c u s s i o n  was h e l d  c o n s i d e r i n g  w h e t h e r  c a s u a l  employees  
a r e  i n c l u d e d  unde r  t h e  same c o v e r a g e  a s  t h e  o t h e r  employees .  
S e n a t o r  Lowe f e l t  t h a t  t h e  word ing  was m i s l e a d i n g  and h a r d  t o  
f o l l o w .  H e  t h e n  made a n  amrnendment c o n c e r n i n g  page  2 ,  l i n e  5 .  
S t r i k e :  " . "  and I n s e r t :  " f o r  s u c h  c a s u a l  employees . "  A f t e r  
more d i s c u s s i o n ,  t h e  commi t t ee  d e c i d e d  it would be b e t t e r  t o  
l e a v e  t h e  s e c t i o n  l i k e  it was t o  b e g i n  w i t h .  S e n a t o r  Lowe 
wi thd rew h i s  ammendment and d e f e r r e d  any  mot ion  u n t i l  t h e  n e x t  
m e e t i n g .  

The t h i r d  p r o p o s a l  c o n c e r n i n g  t h e  u n i n s u r e d  employees  fund  
was t h e n  d i s c u s s e d .  M r .  G r o s f i e l d  c l e a r e d  up q u e s t i o n s  r e g u a r d i n g  
w h e t h e r  employees  i n  o n e  s t a t e  a r e  c o v e r e d  by t h e i r  i n s u r a n c e  
i f  t h e y  t r a v e l  i n  a n o t h e r  s t a t e .  John  B o b i n s k i  i s  g o i n g  t o  make 
up a n  ammendment f o r  a  g e n e r a l  a p p r o p r i a t i o n  f u n d .  I f  t h e  b i l l  
d o e s  n o t  p a s s  w i t h  t h i s  ammendment, it w i l l  b e  s e n t  back  t o  t h e  
commi t t ee ,  t h e  ammendment w i l l  be d e l e t e d ,  and  t h e y  w i l l  t r y  
t o  p a s s  t h e  b i l l  a s  i t  i s .  

ADJOURN : 

There  b e i n g  no  f u r t h e r  b u s i n e s s ,  t h e  m e e t i n g  was a d j o u r n e d  
a t  10 :45 .  

R o b e r t  E .  ~ e e  , /cha i rman 



A t t a c h m e n t  #1 

D~ERIORANIIUDI  CONCERNING A BILL TO ARIEND SECTION 69-1512, 
R .C . , 7 .  1947, BY DELETING CERTAIN BOILER 

INSPECTION FEE REQUIRERIENTS 

The Division of \I1orkers' Compensation proposes that the inspection fees 

required in Section 69-1512, R .C .!I. 1947, be deleted. The Division finds that the 

billing and collection of these fees becomes quite expensive. The present law requircs 

that whcnevcr a Division boiler inspector provides a safety inspection for a boiler, 

a fee must be assessed.  The Division must bill the individual owner of thc boiler that 

has been inspected, and must keep detailed records concerning the receipt of the fees 

charged.  The collection costs to the Division a r e  substantial,  and do not merit the 

appro>:imctcly $18,400 received every year from such fees. The Division thus 

suggests that the inspection fees be deleted and that the boiler inspection unit within 

the Division be funded in the same manner that other safety programs within the Division 

a rc  funded. This  involves assessments against the three compensation plans.  Ilowcver , 

the additional assessment needed in order to make up for the difference between the fees 

collcctcd and the administrative costs involved in the collection of the fees ,  would be 

miniscule. 



7T!-?!(~RAN'~T*'T TIT)K\'C'TR?JIITC; A I'I?nl'r)ST:T) TZI~CO!~IFICL~TION 
OF TIIT: OCC'ciPATIOJJAl, 31SI:ASE.: ACT 

Tlic Oivision of T'iorlters' Compc?ns:~tion s u ~ g ~ ? s t s  tho1 the 9ccupzt ional  Tliscnsc 

P.c! I,c lxc.cclrlifjcd In accol-cinncc v:ith its: piloyos:ll. Tho p r imary  rcnscln for  t h i s  rvcodifica- 

ticn is t (  c l * , ~  ilv t l l r  vcr-y d i f f i c ~ ~ l t  pvocec!urnl pl'oblc~n:; tllnt now exis t  undcl. tile prcsc.r~t 

/IF:. Tlic 1 9 T , r  ::q it T I O W  (~lyists C I - C ~ ~ ~ C S  (Iifficult pro1 1 ~ 1 ~ s  in intcrprctntion conct71~11inr;; Drrt- 

c c d u r c s  to l3c u s e d .  The  rccodificntion would rcmovc a :reat deal of supcr f luous  and  

ccinl.rlif ztcc! I:~n~un::c :1llr1 urnulrl clqsify scvcrnl  scct ions in the Act .  

I t  v7:~s not tlic jntcnt of thc  d t l ? f t c ~ * ~  of the  bill to clinnrrr to :iny rl.cait cl:tc.:;t 

t h ~  ~ u ? - ~ t , l ~ ~ c ~  of t h c  Occl~p:~tionnl ':iscnse .Act. There ~von ld  h r  sliplit bcnefit incl1onsrs in  

1110 ; I T * ~ : I  of mc\dic:11 Fcnef i t s .  .41$0, t h e r c  a r c  somc s l izh t  i nc reases  in corn~cnr;atiol3 i;cncli:s. 

A cl:t~.ific:~tio~~ of thc  claim f i l ine  systcm unde r  the Act i s  proposerl .  T!ic pil:l(:tic:il cffect 

of t h r  cl:;lnyrc: \c70uld b e  vcry rrinor and  the nivisicw ~ v o u l d  not anticipate a n y  il iercnse 

in prcn : iu~l  cost ~\rh:ltsoevcr cltlc to thc  I-ecodificotion b i l l .  fl:~irns undcl* t h ~  Occl~pation,cll 

T)i.;ci~$r F.c~t r r \ n s t i t l i t~  a v c ~ y  s m a l l  pcrccntn!te of c l a i m s  11y ~ v o r k e l . ~  for  compcn~? t ion  

t)cncfit:. . 
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