
FISH AND GAME COMMITTEE 

MONTANA STATE SENATE 

January 14, 1977 

The third meeting of the Fish and Game Committee was 
called to order by Chairman Frank Dunkle, at 8:00 A.M., in 
Room 405 of the State Capitol Building. 

ROLL CALL: All members were present. 

CONSIDERATION OF SB 47: An act to provide for the 
management of the bobcat as a game animal. 

Senator Joe R. Roberts, chief sponsor of the bill, 
said it was presented two years ago, and all of the reasons 
for its introduction could be underscored at this time. The 
Gill would give the Fish and Game Commission authority to set 
seasons and limits for the bobcat. Specifically, it provides 
that the bobcat can be shot by a livestock owner if it became 
a problem to him; therefore, the livestock owner is protected. 
Similar legislation has been previously passed for the mountain 
lion and it has provided strong protection for him. Senator 
Roberts hopes to provide the same protection for the bobcat. 
He said bobcat pelts have become so valuable recently that one 
pelt reportedly sold for $500.00. In view of the market value 
of bobcat pelts, he feels the animal should be protected. 

Mr. Bob Johnson, representing the Western Montana 
Houndsmen's Association, testified, saying SB 47 is a fair 
and impartial piece of legislation and will give the bobcat 
the protection it needs and deserves. He said his organiza- 
tion is in favor of SB 47 for the following reasons: 

I-. With increasing human population, people are coming to 
our state for recreational activities and a certain per- 
cent of them will be interested in using the bobcat in 
one way or another. 

1. The lack of a license causes increased pressure from out- 
of-state hunters. 

4 .  T h e  alternatives to lack of legislation are pressure from 
-3rotectionist groups for moratoriums and possible endanger- 
& species classification. 

XI. 3. Weaver of Hamilton, representing the Montana 
Ho~nc2sne!l's Association, spoke in favor of SB 47 .  He mentioned 
:he "llowing points: At the present time houndsmen in Montana 
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have four animals 
raccoon, the 
habitat is 
land use 

primarily limited to western Montana; due to the habitat re- 
quirements of this animal, it is never very abundant in any 
given area. This leaves the bobcat. It has statewide distri- 
bution and is readily found on public land. Due to the nature 
of the bobcat, its habitat will support much higher population 
densities, in contrast with the mountain lion. The bobcat is 
not seriously detrimental to domestic animals. Houndsmen are 
increasing steadily in the state while the bobcat population 
is decreasing on a statewide basis. Thus, management of this 
animal is necessary. 

Mr. Gary Snavely of Livingston, representing the Western 
Montana Houndsmen's Association, testified in favor of SB 15. 
His reasons for supporting this legislation were that due to 
the exorbitant price for its pelt, a greater amount of 
people are attempting to take the bobcat. 

Mr. Bob Kiesling, representing both the Environmental 
Information Center of Helena and the Montana Wildlife Federa- 
tion, testified in support of SB 47. He quoted from an article, 
The Vanishing Bobcat, by Hank Fischer. In this article, Mr. 
Norton Miner, State Supervisor of the Fish and Wildlife Service, 
calls the threat to livestock by bobcats practically nil. 

Mr. Wes Woodgerd of the Fish and Game Department, pre- 
sented a statement in support of SB 47 . (Attachment #1) 
He also presented an article from the Idaho Falls Post 
Register in which the Idaho Woolgrowers Association supported 
protection of the bobcat, dated 11-25-76. (Attachment #2) 
Mr. Woodgerd suggested an amendment to page 17, Section 3, 
Line 10: following: "Set" insert: "; provided further that 
the commission may permit the use of baits for taking bobcat". 

Mr. Rick Pokorny of Helena, Montana, stated he would like 
to support SB 47. He mentioned dwindling populations of the 
bobcat. After discussing the subject with many ranchers, he 
said he has heard no complaints about the bobcat taking stock. 

Senator Roberts concurred with the amendment proposed by 
Mr. Woodgerd. He wondered if the committee might wish to have 
an immediate effective date on the bill so the Fish and Game 
Commissi.on could consider setting seasons and limits. He said 
there is a distinct possibility that if the boccat continues to 
be exterminated, there will be controls placed on them by the 

P federal government under the Endangered Species Act. 
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Chairman Dunkle determined all of the proponents had 
spoken, and asked if there were any opponents who cared to 
speak. 

Mr. Ralph Holman, Chairman of the Legislative Committee 
of the Montana Outfitters and Guides Association (McCloud), 
spoke, saying it was the Association's decision to recommend 
placing the bobcat on the furbearing animal list. He noted 
that the value of the bobcat is its fur, not its meat and said 
if the animal is placed on the game animal list, it will be 
difficult to remove it from that status. (Mr. Holman's state- 
ment is Attachment # 3 ) .  

In answer to a question from Senator Lensink, Mr. 
Woodgerd said the bobcot could be brought under management 
as a game animal or a fur-bearing animal. 

Senator Lowe felt a tag system should be used to prevent 
the animal's being poached and sold. Mr. Woodgerd said 
recommendations would be presented to the commission to see 
that what the committee had in mind would be taken care of. 
He said a tag system could be adopted whether it is classified 
as a fur-bearing animal or a game animal. 

Senator Galt wanted it noted that he is basically 
against the bill. 

Mr. Weaver said his association had met approximately 
a month ago with the Montana Trappers Association and that the 
Trappers Association decided to support this bill because 
they felt it would meet their needs, although initially they 
were against it. 

Chairman Dunkle closed the.hearing st 8:40. After 
a short break, Chairman Dunkle reconvened the meeting at 8:50 
A.M. 

Senator Galt again expressed his opposition to the bill. 

Senator Lensink stated he was wholeheartedly in agree- 
ment with it. 

Senator Smith made a motion to accept the amendment 
presented by Mr. Woodgerd. Senator Manley secanded the motion. 
The motion carried. 

DISPOSITION OF SB 47: Senator Warden made a motion 
that the-bill be passed, as amended. This motion was seconded 
by Senator Lensink. A roll call vote was taken, with Senators 
Galt, Manley, Smith and Bergren voting no. 
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Senator 
committee for 
Smith seconded 

preference whether the bobcat is a game animal or a fur-bearing 
animal. He said the testimony heard indicates people feel 
it needs management, and that it is immaterial what status it 
is given as long as it does receive management. 

Senator Warden indicated she wbuld propose the bill 
be amended to place the bobcat in the fur-bearing category so 
the animal could be hunted and also trapped. 

Senator Dunkle suggested that Legislative Researcher 
Debbie Schmidt work with the bill and present a suitable amend- 
ment; he stated he would check with the bill's sponsor to see 
if this would be agreeable . 

ANNOUNCEMENTS: Chairman Dunkle announced that a hear- 
ing on SB 52, an act to prohibit the carrying or use of air 
rifles by minors under the age of 14 years except when accom- 
panied by a parent or guardian or supervised by a firearms 
safety instructor, will be posted and heard on Monday, January 
17, at 8:00 A.M. At that meeting the committee will also take 
up the Fish and Game Department's proposed legislation. It 
was also announced that at 8:00 A.M., on Wednesday, January 
19, SB 47 will be reconsidered for purposes of amendment. 

ADJOURNMENT: Chairman Dunkle adjourned the meeting 
at 9: 25 A.M. 
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Attachment #1 

Statement  i n  Support  o f  S B  47  

& the Department o f  F i sh  & G a m e  -- W e s  Woodgerd 

The proposed l e g i s l a t i o n  t o  i n c l u d e  t h e  bobcat  i n  t h e  l i s t  
of game an imals  has  t h e  complete suppor t  o f  t h e  Department 
o f  F i s h  and Game. While w e  c a n ' t  p rov ide  t o t a l  popu la t ion  
numbers f o r  bobca t s ,  we do know t h a t  t hey  have been cons ide rab ly  
reduced from former y e a r s .  

f 

The A s i a t i c  s p o t t e d  c a t  s p e c i e s  are cons ide red  t o  be  endangered 
and have been taken  o f f  t h e  market ,  l e a v i n g  o u r  bobcat  t h e  
on ly  l e g a l  s p o t t e d  c a t  f u r  i n  world t r a d e .  The r e s u l t a n t  
i n c r e a s e  i n  t h e  p r i c e  o f  bobca t  p e l t s  has  p u t  such p r e s s u r e  
on them t h a t  i n  o u r  op in ion  they  a r e  d e s p e r a t e l y  i n  need of 
p r o t e c t i o n  and management. 

T h i s  b i l l  p rov ides  such a u t h o r i t y  t o  t h e  F i s h  and G a m e  Commission. 
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Senate F i s h  and Game Committee I t  ; r e  , . , I' I ATTACHMENT # 3  
S t u t e  Capitol  

Helena,  Montana + t  i f  k 6 ,  $* , . *  .: % 0 

: Bob C a t  ? . , - 4  :& 
, .." * f;,*ff .; ' 

T h i s  testimony i s  given on behalf  of ths"M0n't;rtila , dtf . tttcsrr and Guide8 Associat ion.  

Bt our December Convention it  waa t h e  ynan lmbr '  decirXion 4f -Ef*O.G.A t o  recommend 
> ,  

I that t h e  Bob Car be plsced  on t h e  Fur Bearing enindl  kiitj That *it  be managed and 
i 

regu- 

I a t c d  as a f u r  bearer .  

I Our reasocs a r e  as fol lows:  . 
Due t o  t h e  cont inuing  demand f o r  long h a i r  f u r ,  and the fact t h a t  t h e  hard sought 

~ f t e r  Eot) C a t  f u r  Enntinues t o  b r ing  t o p  market price; Motional a t t e n t i o n  has been 

I drawn to the Bob Cat .  

Duc to this attention, and t h e  f a c t  t h a t  the Bob Cat f a  cornonly r e f e r r e d  t o  as a 

I predator, t o  which many o b j e c t ,  t h e r e  i s  danger that an effort could be made t o  p l ace  

t h e  Bob Cat on t h e  endangered s p e c i e s  l is t .  

I Althaugh he i s  g e n e r a l l y  r e f e r r e d  to a s  a  p reda to r ,  and o f t e n  is ,  he Is t r a d i t i o n -  

e l l y  and h i s t o r i c a l l y  a  f u r  bear ing  animal. 

I Tra!;pers f o r  hundreds of yea r s  have s t r u n g  t r a p  l i n e s  and harves ted  t h e  Bob C a t  

as Q f u r  barer. 

b 
I%s v a l u e  i s  I n  i t s  fu r ,  not i t s  meat. 

T L L  p e l t  i s  q u i t e  o f t e n  made i n t o  a  f u r  rug. 

AlthougJh i n  l a t e r  yea r s  i t  has  been t r e e d  by dogs and sho t ,  i t  has always been 

I ccraponly ba i t ed  and t rapped.  

I!e havc s e e n  t h e  value of beaver p e l t s ,  long h a i r e d  f u r ,  nnd s h o r t  ha i r ed  f u r  

I f l r : c t r ~ a t e  from extreme h i g h  t o  such a low low hhat  a p a r t i c u l a r  f u r  became almost 

v a l u e l e s s ,  and we  know t h a t  t h i s  w i l l  happen again and again.  When long h a i r  f u r  again 

I goes off the marker t h e  Bob Cat w i l l  i nc rease  and again be a problem as a preda tor .  Ile 

\ r i l l  be more c a s i l y  t r e a t e d  as a p reda to r  i f  en t h e  f u r  bear ing  l i e t .  

I Should  he be placed on t h e  Game animal list, spec3al prov i s i sne  w i l l  be necessary  

t o  segregate h i m  and r e g u l a t e  t o  permit b a i t i n g ,  t rapping ,  and ha rves t ing  i n  numbers 

I 
as trappers do, ~ l e o  t o  provide f o r  t h e  d iecard ing  of t h e  meat. 

I t  would  appear t h a t ,  i f  on t h e  f u r  bear ing  l i e t ,  r e g u l a t i o n s  could more e a s i l y  

I 
Le added tc, permit. the t r ack ing ,  t r e e i n g  and ha rves t ing  by t h e  use  of dogs. 

This same tes t imony a l s o  applys t o  t h e  Lynx and Wolverine and ue s t r o n g l y  and 

unar~imously recommend t h a t  they a l s o  be placed on t h e  fur bear ing  enimal l i s t .  

Thank You, 
Ralph Holman 
Chafman Legislative Committee 
Mmtme O u t f i t t e r s  and Guides Assoc. 
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NAME - YES NO 

DUNKLE, F r a n k ,  C h a i r m a n  /' 1 
WARDEN, M a r g a r e t ,  V i c e  C h a i r m a n  / I  
GALT,  J a c k  

LOWE, B i l l  

/' 

LENSINR,  E v e r e t t  

MANLEY, John  - I i I---+' 

/ I  

S M I T H ,  R i c h a r d  - 

Sharon (Risken) Smith FRANK DUNKLE 
Secretary Chairman 

j / 
I 

BERGREN, R u s s e l l  

Motion: 

- 

/ 

(include enough infomtion on mthn-put w i t h  yellow spy of 
ccmnittee report.) 
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