
MINUTES OF THE MEETING 
PUBLIC HEALTH, WELFARE AND SAFETY COMMITTEE 

MONTANA STATE SENATE 

J a n u a r y  1 3 ,  1977 

The t h i r d  m e e t i n g  o f  t h e  P u b l i c  H e a l t h ,  Wel fa re  and S a f e t y  
Committee was c a l l e d  t o  o r d e r  by Chairman S t e p h e n s  on t h e  above 
d a t e  i n  Roc~m 405 of  t h e  S t a t e  C a p i t o l  B u i l d i n g  a t  1 1 : O O  A.M. 

ROLL CALL: A l l  members were p r e s e n t ,  e x c e p t i n g  S e n a t o r  Watt .  

S i n c e  t h e  C o m m i t t e e  had no b i l l s  s c h e d u l e d  f o r  h e a r i n g  on 
t h i s  d a t e ,  Chairman S t a n  S tephens  used  t h e  mee t ing  t o  c o v e r  m i s c e l -  . 
l a n e o u s  Committee m a t t e r s ,  i n c l u d i n g  a s c e r t a i n i n g  t h e  S e n a t o r s '  
p r e f e r e n c e  on Committee Minutes  f i l e d  i n  Committee books ,  c o f f e e  
fund ,  e tc .  

Three  new b i l l s ,  SB76, SB77 and SB83, a r e  c u r r e n t l y  i n  Com- 
m i - t t e e  and a w a i t i n g  h e a r i n g  - d a t e s  f o r  h e a r i n g s  were d i s c u s s e d .  
The Chairman i n d i c a t e d  s p o n s o r s  f o r  S e n a t e  B i l l s  76 and 77 have  
r e q u e s t e d  a  d e l a y  f o r  h e a r i n g s ,  inasmuch a s  b i l l s  d e a l i n g  w i t h  t h e  
same s u b j e c t  ( i . e . ,  r a i s i n g  t h e  l e g a l  age  f o r  a l c o h o l i c  consumption 
t o  19 y e a r s  o f  a g e )  a r e  now i n  t h e  House. By d e l a y i n g  t h e s e  hea r -  
i n g s  u n t i l  a c t i o n  i s  t a k e n  on t h e  b i l l s  i n  t h e  House, t h e  S e n a t e  
P u b l i c  H e a l t h  Committee c a n  a v o i d  u n n e c e s s a r y  d u p l i c a t i o n  o f  hea r -  
i n g s  and t e s t i m o n y .  

J a n u a r y  2 0 ,  1977,  i s  t h e  d a t e  se t  f o r  SB83 ( s h o r t  t i t l e :  
"Montana D i s a s t e r  A c t  o f  1977")  which i s  sponsored  by P u b l i c  Y e a l t h  
Committee member, S e n a t o r  Rasmussen. S e n a t o r  Lee a s k e d  Chairman 
S tephens  t o  b e  excused  from t h i s  meet ing .  

ANNOUNCEMENTS: With n o  b i l l s  set f o r  immediate h e a r i n g ,  Cha i r -  
man S t a n  S t e p h e n s  announced t h e r e  would b e  no  m e e t i n g  on  S a t u r d a y ,  
January  15.  Tuesday,  J a n u a r y  1 8 ,  1977, w i l l  be  t h e  n e x t  m e e t i n g  
a t  which t i m e  SB22 w i l l  b e  h e a r d .  

ADJOURN: With no f u r t h e r  b u s i n e s s  b e i n g  d i s c u s s e d ,  t h e  m e e t -  
i n g  was a d j o u r n e d  a t  11:30 A.M. 

STAN STEPHENS, Chairman 
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