
MINUTES OF THE MEETING 
NATURAL RESOURCES 

MONTANA STATE SENATE 

J a n u a r y  1 3 ,  1977 

The second mee t ing  of  t h e  N a t u r a l  Resources  Committee was 
c a l l e d  t o  o r d e r  by Vice-Chairman George Rosk ie ,  a t  9:30 a.  m .  on 
t h e  above d a t e  i n  Room 405 of  t h e  S t a t e  C a p i t o l  B u i l d i n g .  

ROLL CALL: A l l  members w e r e  p r e s e n t  w i t h  t h e  e x c e p t i o n  of 
S e n a t o r  E l m e r  F lynn ,  Chairman. 

M r .  L a r r y  Weinberg, S t a f f  A t t o r n e y  o f  t h e  L e g i s l a t i v e  Counc i l  
was p r e s e n t .  T a l a  S k a r i  of  t h e  Environmenta l  Q u a l i t y  Council, and 
M r .  Bob B i g g e r s t a f f ,  of t h e  Montana A s s o c i a t i o n  of  C o n s e r v a t i o n  
D i s t r i c t s ,  w e r e  a l s o  p r e s e n t .  

S e n a t o r  Roskie  a s k e d  t h e  C o m m i t t e e  what  t h e i r  p l e a s u r e  was 
w i t h  r e g a r d  t o  S e n a t e  B i l l  No. 2 and S e n a t e  B i l l  No. 26 on which 
a c t i o n  was d e l a y e d  a t  t h e  p r e v i o u s  mee t ing .  

DISPOSITION OF SB 2: S e n a t o r  J e r g e s o n  s a i d  t h a t  he  though t  
t h e  Committee c o u l d  a c t  on S e n a t e  B i l l  N o .  2 .  S e n a t o r  J e r q e s o n  
moved t h a t  S e n a t e  B i l l  No. 2  b e  amended a s  f o l l o w s :   mend-page 1 3 ,  
S e c t i o n  8 ,  L i n e  1 0 ,  f o l l o w i n g  word " g r a n t e d "  by s t r i k i n g  t h e  word 
" i n "  and i n s e r t i n g  t h e  word " a t "  t o  c l a r i f y  t h e  i n t e n t  of  t h a t  
s e c t i o n .  The mot ion  was seconded by S e n a t o r  Dover and c a r r i e d  
unanimously.  

Motion was made by S e n a t o r  Dover t h a t  w e  a c c e p t  S e n a t e  B i l l  
No. 2 a s  amended and t h a t  t h e  b i l l  AS SO AMENDED, DO PASS. Motion 
was seconded by S e n a t o r  Devine and c a r r i e d  unanimously.  

S e n a t o r  Manley added t h a t  t h e  r e c o d i f i c a t i o n  of  t h i s  b i l l  
does  n o t  have  any e f f e c t  on h i s  problem. 

DISPOSITION OF SB 26: S e n a t o r  Roskie  b r i e f l y  reviewed t h e  
p r e v i o u s  d i s c u s s i o n  o f  t h i s  b i l l .  

M r .  L a r r y  Weinberg, S t a f f  A t t o r n e y  o f  t h e  L e g i s l a t i v e  C o u n c i l ,  
b r i e f l y  e x p l a i n e d  t h e  b i l l  f u r t h e r .  

S e n a t o r  Smith s a i d  t h a t  it l o o k s  l i k e  something s h o u l d  b e  done 
l e g i s l a t i v e  w i s e  i n s t e a d  of  r e c o d i f i c a t i o n .  

S e n a t o r  G a l t  s t a t e d  t h a t  was h i s  f e e l i n g  a l s o .  

S e n a t o r  Roskie s a i d  t h a t  h e  was i n c l i d e d  t o  a g r e e .  

A f t e r  f u r t h e r  d i s c u s s i o n ,  S e n a t o r  Smith  moved t h a t  S e n a t e  B i l l  
N o .  26 DO PASS. The mot ion  w a s  seconded by S e n a t o r  Dover and mot ion  
c a r r i e d  unanimously.  



CONSIDERATION OF SJR 4:  D i r e c t i n g  t h a t  select committee 
of l e g i s l a t o r s  s t u d y  a l t e r n a t i v e  forms f o r  t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  of 
s t a t e  f o r e s t r y  laws.  

Sena to r  Manley s a i d  t h a t  h e  had r e q u e s t e d  a f i s c a l  n o t e  and 
thought  he  shou ld  have t h i s  b e f o r e  w e  c o n s i d e r  t h i s  b i l l .  

Sena to r  Manley s t a t e d  t h a t  he  was t r y i n g  t o  f i n d  o u t  how 
much money was expended i n  t h i s  p u b l i c  l and  a c c e s s  s t u d y  s o  
he would have some k ind  of  an  i d e a .  

ANNOUNCEMENT: A f t e r  f u r t h e r  d i s c u s s i o n  Sena to r  Roskie 
informed t h e  members o f  t h e  Committee t h a t  t h e r e  would be  a  meet ing 
on Tuesday, January  1 8 ,  t o  h e a r  Sena t e  J o i n t  Reso lu t i on  No. 4 

A t  t h i s  t i m e ,  Sena to r  Roskie p r e s e n t e d  t h e  committee w i t h  a  
p roposa l  f o r  a m o d i f i c a t i o n  o f  t h e  sub -d iv i s i on  l a w s .  H e  wanted 
t o  de te rmine  whether  t h e r e  w a s  s u f f i c i e n t  s u p p o r t  f o r  t h i s  p roposa l  
t o  be  p r e s e n t e d  as a Committee B i l l .  H e  s t a t e d  t h a t  it t a k e s  
t h r e e - f o u r t h s  v o t e  t o  make it a  Committee B i l l .  

Sena to r  Roskie s t a t e d  t h a t  Sena to r  Flynn h a s  s a i d  he  would 
l i k e  t o  s u p p o r t  t h e  b i l l  i f  p r e s e n t e d  a s  a Committee B i l l .  

H e  a l s o  s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e r e  has  been a  l o t  of  concern  on t h e  
p a r t  of many people  on t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  s e c t i o n  o f  t h e  Sub-Division 
Law, because  of t h e  a lmos t  unworkableness of  some of  t h e  i t e m s .  

Sena to r  Dover s a i d  t h a t  it s a i d  t h a t  t h e  laws t h a t  w e  had 
were no problem b u t  t h e s e  a r e  amb igu i t i e s .  H e  wondered what t h e  
b a s i s  was b e f o r e  w e  g o t  i n t o  t h i s  m e s s .  

S e n a t o r  Roskie s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  c r i t e r i a  b e f o r e  t h i s  a r e  i n  
t h e  p r e s e n t  a c t .  

Sena to r  J e rgeson  s t a t e d  t h a t  he was go ing  t o  have t o  oppose 
this bill, H e  s a i d  t h a t  he  thought  a l e g i s l a t o r  should s i g n  t h e  
b i l l  and n o t  e x p e c t  t h e  Committee t o  sponsor  t h e  b i l l .  H e  s t a t e d  
t h a t  i t  would be  t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  of  t h e  Committee t o  t h e n  h e a r  
t h e  b i l l .  H e  s t a t e d  he  thought  t h e  Committee would be  v e r y  r e m i s s  
t o  make o f f i c i a l  s a n c t i o n .  

Sena to r  Devine s t a t e d  t h a t  he  would have t o  go 100% f o r  t h i s  
b i l l .  

Sena to r  Dover s a i d  t h a t  i n  Lewistown it is r e a l l y  a  problem. 
H e  s a i d  t h a t  u n l e s s  you a r e  a  lawyer t h e r e  i s  no way t o  know what 
it i s  go ing  t o  c o s t  t o  deve lop  a sub -d iv i s i on .  

Sena to r  Manley s a i d  t h a t  t h e  sub -d iv i s i ons  t h a t  he w a s  t a l k i n g  
abou t  a r e  t h e  ones  o u t  on a  mountain. 



Senator  Dover s a i d  t h a t  he would go a long  w i t h  Sena tor  Manley. 

Sena to r  Je rgeson  s a i d  t h a t  he f r a n k l y  f e l t  t h a t  it was improper 
t o  make t h i s  a Committee B i l l .  

Sena tor  Roskie s a i d  t h a t  he d i d n ' t  know what t h e  implementat ion 
might be. H e  s a i d  t h a t  t h e y  do  in t roduce  a number of  b i l l s  d e a l i n g  
wi th  e s s e n t i a l l y  t h e  same s u b j e c t  matter and it t a k e s  a l o t  of t i m e  
t o  c o o r d i n a t e  and it t a k e s  a g r e a t  d e a l  of t i m e  t o  argue.  H e  s t a t e d  
t h a t  he was n o t  a g a i n s t  Committee B i l l s  a s  such. 

Sena tor  Smith s t a t e d  t h a t  he  thought  t h e  Committee was be ing  
premature a s  he h a d n ' t  even had t i m e  t o  look a t  t h e  b i l l .  

Sena to r  Roskie exp la ined  t h a t  one of  t h e  Committee members 
would have t o  be  on t h e  b i l l  i f  it is  a Committee B i l l .  

Sena tor  Smith s t a t e d  t h a t  he would s t i l l  l i k e  t o  r ead  t h e  b i l l  
b u t  t h a t  he  thought  t h a t  he would suppor t  it. 

Sena tor  Roskie s t a t e d  t h a t  i f  i t  i s  p re sen ted  as a Committee 
B i l l  they would have t o  a t t a c h  t h e  v o t e  t o  make s u r e  w e  had th ree -  
f o u r t h s  m a j o r i t y .  

ANNOUNCEMENT: Sena tor  Roskie sugges ted  t h a t  a c t i o n  on whether 
t o  sponsor  t h i s  b i l l  a s  a Committee B i l l  be d e f e r r e d  u n t i l  Sa turday ,  
January 1 5 ,  1977. 

Sena tor  Devine moved t h a t  a c t i o n  on whether t o  sponsor  t h i s  
b i l l  a s  a Committee B i l l  be  d e f e r r e d  u n t i l  Sa turday ,  January  15 ,  
1977. Motion was seconded by Sena tor  Dover and c a r r i e d  unanimously. 

ADJOURNMENT: There be ing  no f u r t h e r  b u s i n e s s ,  motion w a s  
made by Sena to r  G a l t  t h a t  t h e  meeting be adjourned.  Motion seconded 
by Sena to r  Manley and c a r r i e d .  Meeting was adjourned a t  10:30 a. m .  
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STANDING COMMITTEE REPORT 

........... Ja~~uazy...L3 ........................... 1 9 7 . 1  

NATURAL R8SOURCES 
We, your committee on ........................................................................................................................................................ 

SEIATE 2 ................. having had under consideration .................................................................................................................. Bill No. 

SgZliATS 2, Respectfully report as follows: That ............................................................................................................. Bill No ................... 

introduced b i l l ,  be mendad ss follXwar 

1. Amend page 13, seetian 8 ,  line 10 
Following r -yrantcdM 
S t r i k e :  "in" 
Insert: "at* 

And, ae so amended, DO PASS 

STATE PUB. CO. 
Helena, Mont. 

..,.......... ............... ....................... 
. C . . . , pi&g- Chairman. 



STANDING COMMITTEE REPORT 

..... ......... J~uar.yY..J,3 ............................. 19 7.3 

MR. ...... ...l~.Ni6Xi)&J;1X: ............................ 

.............................................................. we, your committee on ....................................... i,#T m... RP;MRWR.., 

............................................................... .................................. ......... having had under consideration 6-8 Bill No. ... 26 

........................................................... .......... Respectfully report as follows: That ................................ Bill NO. 261 

DO PASS 

STATE PUB. CO.  
Helena. Mont. 

*' 
I. 

f" ,' 

...............a &...wm....;............ ..................................... f)b Chairman. 




