
MINUTES OF THE MEETING 
HIGHWAYS AND TRANSPORTATION 

MONTANA STATE SENATE 

January 11, 1977 

The second meeting of the Highways and Transportation 
Committee was called to order on the above date in Room 404 
of the State Capitol Building by Chairman Manning at 9:30 a.m. 

ROLL CALL: All members were present, with Senators 
Aber and Etchart arriving late. 

The following witnesses were present to testify: 

James Beck 
Donald Copley 
Curt Wheeling 
Jim Hughes 

Department of Highway 
Department of Highway 
Canyon Ferry Yacht Club 
Canyon Ferry Yacht Club 

CONSIDERATION OF SENATE BILL 24: Senator Thiessen, 
district 27, chief sponsor of the bill, said this bill takes 
out the requirement that one member of the Highway Commission 
has to be an attorney. He said the Governor had not asked 
him to have this bill drawn up, but that he was in favor 
of it. Senator Thiessen also stated that the Legislative 
Council had taken the responsibility to clear up some of the 
language in the bill, which he went over with the committee. 

Jim Beck from the Highway Department said that an attorney 
on the Commission had been set up as part of the executive 
reorganization. He stated the Department had no stand on the 
bill. 

Mr. Kenneth Clark, United Transportation Union appeared 
in support of the bill. He felt a person should be selected 
on his ability, not on whether he was an attorney. 

CONSIDERATION OF SENATE BILL 16: Senator Graham presented 
this bill. He stated that this was a recodification bill. The 
staff attorney who had worked on the bill was appearing at 
another meeting and could not be present so Senator Graham felt 
the bill should be considered at the next meeting. 

After some discussion from the members Senator Graham moved 
that the committee postpone Senate Bill 16 until the next 
scheduled meeting. Seconded by Senator Hazelbaker. Motion 
carried. Senators Aber and Etchart absent. 

DISPOSITION OF SENATE BILL 24: Senator Lockrem moved that 
Senate Bill 24 DO PASS. Seconded by Senator Graham. Motion 
carried. Senators Aber and Etchard absent. 
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J i m  Beck, Highway Departmentpresented t h e  committee w i t h  
s i x  b i l l s  t h a t  t h e  Department would l i k e  t o  have i n t r o d u c e d .  
One b i l l  would amend t h e  R e l o c a t i o n  A s s i s t a n c e  A c t ,  a n o t h e r  
would d e f i n e  t h e  t e rm " a x l e " .  The t h i r d  b i l l  was t h e  " p r o  
r a t e  b i l l ,  which would e n a b l e  t h e  r e g i s t r a n t  t h e  o p t i o n  of  
paying h i s  f e e s  a t  t h e  t i m e  o r  be ing  b i l l  f o r  them. The n e x t  
b i l l  would be f o r  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  o f f - sys tem r o a d  f u n d s  t o  
a l l o c a t e  t h e s e  funds  t o  t h e  c o u n t i e s  a s  p e r  t h e  secondary  
r o a d  formula .  The f i f t h  b i l l  would amend t h e  s p e c i a l  b r i d g e  
b i l l .  The l a s t  b i l l  would e n a b l e  a  t r u c k e r  t h e  r i g h t  t o  proceed 
to t h e  f i r s t  s c a l e  i f  t h e y  were less t h a t  5% overweigh t .  

S e n a t o r  Manning t h e n  asked f o r  v o l u n t e e r s  from t h e  committee 
t o  i n t r o d u c e  t h e s e  b i l l s ,  which he r e c e i v e d .  

* CONSIDERATION OF SENATE B I L L  16:  S e n a t o r  Graham moved t h a t  
s i n c e t h e  c o d i f i e r  f o r  t h i s  b i l l  had a r r i v e d  t h a t  t h e  committee 
r e c o n s i d e r  i t s  a c t i o n  t a k e n  e a r l i e r  on t h i s  b i l l .  Seconded by 
S e n a t o r  Hazelbaker .  Motion c a r r i e d  unanimously.  

Dave Cogley,  s t a f f  a t t o r n e y  from t h e  L e g i s l a t i v e  Counc i l  
p r e s e n t e d  t h e  committee w i t h  a  summary o f  t h e  changes  i n  t h i s  
b i l l , ( a t t a c h e d  # I ) .  H e  s t a t e d  t h a t  most o f  t h e  changes  w e r e  
j u s t  c l e a r i n g  up redundan t  language.  

M r .  J i m  Hughes, Canyon F e r r y  Yacht C lub ,  s a i d  t h e i r  main 
concern  was wondering i f  t h e  i n t e n t  o f  t h e  b i l l  had been changed 
i n  s o  f a r  a s  d i s c h a r g e  of  was te  was concerned.  They wondered 
how w a s t e  was a c t u a l l y  d e f i n e d .  

M r .  C u r t  Wheeling, a l s o  from t h e  Canyon F e r r y  Yacht C lub ,  
was concerned a b o u t  t h i s  same f a c t o r .  A f t e r  some d i s c u s s i o n  
it was f e l t  t h i s  would be b e t t e r  covered  i n  a  new b i l l .  

Dave Cogley s a i d  t h a t  i t  had been b rough t  t o  h i s  a t t e n t i o n  
by t h e  F i s h  and Game Department t h a t  a  few s m a l l  amendments 
s h o u l d  be made see e x h i b i t  " 2 " .  

DISPOSITION OF SENATE B I L L  1 6 :  S e n a t o r  moved t h e  amendments. 
Seconded by SenatorCaaham. Motion c a r r i e d  unanimously. 

S e n a t o r  Hazelbaker  moved t h a t  S e n a t e  B i l l  16  DO PASS AS 
AMENDED. Seconded by S e n a t o r  Aber. Motion c a r r i e d  unanimously.  

S e n a t o r  Aber moved t h e  meet ing  be  ad journed .  Seconded by 
S e n a t o r  Graham. Motion c a r r i e d .  Meeting ad journed .  




