
MINUTES 

FISH AND GAME COMMITTEE 

MONTANA STATE SENATE 

January  7 ,  1977 

The f i r s t  meeting of t h e  F i s h  and Game Committee was 
c a l l e d  t o  o r d e r  by Sena tor  Frank Dunkle, Chairman, a t  8:00 A.M. 
i n  Room 405 of t h e  S t a t e  C a p i t o l  Bui ld ing .  

ROLL CALL: A l l  members w e r e  p r e s e n t .  

Sena tor  Dunkle,Chairman, announced t h a t  t h e  committee 
would hea r  Sena te  B i l l  15,  an a c t  naming t h e  b l ackspo t t ed  c u t -  
t h r o a t  t r o u t  a s  t h e  s t a t e  f i s h ,  on Wednesday, January 12. He 
a l s o  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  a  hea r ing  would be he ld  on F r iday ,  January  
1 4 ,  t o  d i s c u s s  Sena te  B i l l  47, an a c t  t o  p rov ide  f o r  t h e  manage- 
ment of t h e  bobcat  a s  a game animal. Not ices  o f  t h e s e  hea r ings  
w i l l  be pos ted  w i t h  t h e  S e c r e t a r y  of t h e  Senate .  

Chairman Dunkle in t roduced  M r .  Wes Woodgerd of  t h e  Mon- 
t a n a  F i s h  and Game Department, who, i n  t u r n ,  in t roduced  t h r e e  
members of t h e  F i s h  and Game Commission: L e s l i e  W. Penge l ly ,  
Missoula;  Joseph J. Klabunde, Havre; and Spencer S. Hegstad,  
D i l l on .  Chairman Dunkle i n v i t e d  t h e  commissioners t o  speak,  
i f  t h e y  s o  wished. 

D r .  Robert F. Wambach, newly-appointed Director of  t h e  
Montana F i s h  and G a m e  Department, was i n t roduced  by M r .  Woodgerd. 
D r .  Wambach s a i d  M r .  Woodgerd would be a s s i s t i n g  him w i t h  l e g i s -  
l a t i v e  m a t t e r s .  

S e v e r a l  members of  t h e  F i s h  and G a m e  Department s t a f f  
w e r e  in t roduced  by M r .  Woodgerd. 

Chairman Dunkle mentioned t h a t  everyone p r e s e n t  w a s  
welcome t o  a t t e n d  any and a l l  meet ings  o f  t h e  Sena te  F i s h  and 
Game Committee. H e  adv ised  t h e  F i s h  and Game Director t h a t  
t h e  F i s h  and Game Committee s e c r e t a r y  would n o t i f y  him of  a l l  
meet ings  scheduled.  

Chairman Dunkle announced t h a t  an i n v i t a t i o n  had been 
extended f o r  bo th  t h e  House Fish and Game Committee and t h e  
Sena te  F i s h  and Game Committee t o  m e e t  w i t h  F i s h  and G a m e  Depart- 
ment personne l  f o r  a g e n e r a l  g e t - t o g e t h e r  and t o u r  of t h e  new 
F i s h  and Game bu i ld ing .  Everyone w a s  i n  f a v o r  of such a m e e t -  
i n g ,  and it was scheduled f o r  7:30 P.M., on Tuesday, January  11. 
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Chairman Dunkle set  f o r t h  ground r u l e s  f o r  p r e s e n t i n g  
tes t imony and asked t h a t  anyone wishing t o  speak a t  a committee 
meeting a d d r e s s  t h e  c h a i r .  H e  s t a t e d  t h e r e  would be e q u a l  t i m e  
a l l o t t e d  f o r  opponents and proponents  of  b i l l s .  

Debbie Schmidt, r e s e a r c h e r  w i t h  t h e  L e g i s l a t i v e  Counci l ,  
was in t roduced  by Chairman Dunkle. Debbie s t a t e d  she  would be 
working w i t h  f i s h  and game l e g i s l a t i o n  and o f f e r e d  h e r  a s s i s t a n c e  
i n  p repa r ing  amendments and d r a f t i n g  l e g i s l a t i o n .  

Sena to r  Margaret  Warden spoke o f  a fund d r i v e  t o  r a i s e  
money t o  purchase  a p i e c e  o f  l and  nea r  Gian t  Sp r ings  i n  Grea t  
F a l l s .  She s a i d  a check f o r  $31,000 had been r ece ived  and 
t h e r e  would be some matching funds  from t h e  Bureau of  Outdoor 
Recrea t ion .  Sena tor  Warden was p l ea sed  w i t h  t h e  succes s  oh t h e  
d r i v e  and s a i d  it was a momentous occas ion  f o r  t h e  C i t y  of 
Grea t  F a l l s .  

ADJOURNMENT: Chairman Dunkle adjourned t h e  meeting a t  
8:30 A.M., sugges t ing  t h a t  t h e  people  i n  a t t endance  v i s i t  on an  
in formal  b a s i s .  

FRANK DUNKLE , CHAIRMAN 
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