
Page 1 

MINUTES OF THE MEETING 
FINANCE AND CLAIMS 

MONTANA STATE SENATE 

J a n u a r y  7 ,  1977 

The second meet ing  of  t h e  S e n a t e  F inance  and Claims Committee 
m e t  on t h e  above d a t e  i n  room 331 o f  t h e  S t a t e  C a p i t o l .  The 
meet ing  was c a l l e d  t o  o r d e r  by S e n a t o r  T h i e s s e n ,  Chairman a t  
2:41 P.M. R o l l  c a l l  a t t a c h e d .  

OUSE BILL 1 was e x p l a i n e d  a s  t h e  L e g i s l a t i v e  f e e d  b i l l ,  by 
Repr - s e n t a t i v e  Bardanouve who s a i d  t h i s  b i l l  was p r e p a r e d  by 't, 
t h e  L e g i s l a t i v e  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  Committee and t h e  F i s c a l  
A n a l y s t .  

D i s c u s s i o n  fo l lowed  and i n c l u d e d  H J R  6  which d i r e c t l y  a f f e c t e d  
t h e  f i g u r e s  i n  t h i s  b i l l  and was known a s  t h e  a t t a c h e  pay b i l l .  
H e  s a i d  HB 1 i n c l u d e d  $50,000 a d d i t i o n a l  f u n d s  f o r  t h e  Leg i s -  
l a t i v e  Counc i l  b u t  t h e  l a r g e s t  i n c r e a s e  was L e g i s l a t o r  pay and 
an i n c r e a s e  t o  $40 p e r  diem on expenses .  

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  J o e  Q u i l i c i ,  Chairman o f  t h e  L e g i s l a t i v e  Ad- 
m i n i s t r a t i o n  Committee s a i d  t h e y  had asked  John LaFavor t o  
draw up a n  a t t a c h e  pay p l a n  which c o o r d i n a t e d  w i t h  t h e  s t a t e  
pay p l a n  and f e l t  he had done a  good job .  H e  had based  t h e  
f i g u r e s  on t h e  t y p e  o f  work and t h e  work l o a d  and t h a t  t h i s  
was done by f i n d i n g  t h e  g r a d e  and u s i n g  t h e  s t e p  sys tem w i t h -  
i n  t h e  g r a d e .  H e  gave an example on s e c r e t a r i e s  i n  Grade 10 
b u t  s t e p s  1 and 6  would d i f f e r e n t i a t e  between,  f o r  example,  
a  s e c r e t a r y  t o  t h e  l e a d e r s h i p  and a  s t a n d i n g  committee sec -  
r e t a r y .  He a l s o  l i s t e d  r e s e a r c h e r s  i n  t h e  House, some o f  
whom had BS d e g r e e s ,  one  a  law d e g r e e .  H e  f e l t  t h i s  would 
h e l p  f u t u r e  L e g i s l a t o r s  and l e t  an  a t t a c h e  be  h i r e d  a t  a  
s p e c i f i c  s a l a r y  a t  t h e  t i m e  he was h i r e d .  

Ros ie  Weber e x p l a i n e d  t h e  a d d i t i o n a l  $50,000 r e q u e s t  from t h e  
L e g i s l a t i v e  Counc i l .  I n  p a s t  s e s s i o n s  t h e  money t o  pay f o r  
t h e  b i n d i n g ,  p r i n t i n g ,  e t c  was a p p r o p r i a t e d  l a t e r  and t h e  
p e o p l e  who d i d  t h i s  work had t o  w a i t  u n t i l  l a t e  J u l y  t o  g e t  
t h i e r  money which s h e  d i d  n o t  f e e l  was f a i r .  She s a i d  t h i s  
was i n  t h e  b i l l  p l u s  t h e  b u s i n e s s  manager ' s  o f f i c e  was now 
under h e r ,  and t h u s  t h e  pay f o r  t h e  a s s i s t a n t  and t h e  House 
P a y - r o l l  C l e r k .  Asked i f  t h i e r  s a l a r i e s  would be  based  on 
t h e  lower  L e g i s l a t i v e  Counc i l  pay ,  o r  on an  i n c r e a s e  o v e r  t h e  
d u t i e s  o f  t h e  o f f i c e  from l a s t  l e g i s l a t u r e ,  s h e  s a i d  when t h e  
pay p l a n  had passed  s h e  would a d j u s t  t h e  s a l a r i e s  o f  t h e  two 
p e o p l e  i n v o l v e d ,  Monida Vaughn and Anne. Ros ie  s a i d  t h e  o t h e r  
l a r g e  i t e m  o f  expense  was t h e  p u b l i c  r e l a t i o n s  o f f i c e r  which 
was now under  t h e  Counc i l  w i t h  5 employees and a  h o t - l i n e  
phone which c o s t  $695 p e r  month. She a l s o  e x p l a i n e d  t h e  l a r g e r  
s t a f f  a t  t h e  p r e s e n t  t i m e  which w e r e  9  a t t o r n e y s  working on 
t h e  r e c o d i f i c a t i o n  o f  t h e  Montana c o d e s ,  and t h a t  t h e s e  p e o p l e  
would b e  working w i t h  t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e ,  t h e n  go back t o  t h e  
r e c o d i f i c a t i o n .  
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John LaFavor e x p l a i n e d  t h e  work on t h e  a t t a c h e  pay p l a n ,  
and e x p l a i n e d  t h a t  t h e  p l a n  he had been r e q u e s t e d  t o  work 
was based on s t e p  1 o f  e a c h  g r a d e  and t h i s  would p o s s i b l y  
change t h e  f i g u r e s  i n  HB 1 o r  n e c e s s i t a t e  a  supplementary  
f e e d  b i l l  l a t e r .  

Motion by S e n a t o r  Fasbender  t o  p a s s  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  u n t i l  t h e  
n e x t  mee t ing  of  F inance  and Claims.  A q u i c k  calculation by 
J s h n  LaFavor s a i d  he f e l t  t h e  margin r e q u e s t e d  by t h e  com- 
m i t t e e  and l e f t  i n  t h e  f i g u r e  a l l o c a t i o n s  would t a k e  c a r e  
o f  t h i s  w i t h o u t  a  supp lementa l  b i l l .  S e n a t o r  Fasbender  t h e n  
withdrew h i s  motion.  

Motion by S e n a t o r  Regan w e  concur  i n  House B i l l  1. Motion 
passed .  P4eeting ad journed .  

1' 
; ' , f , & e ' q  . 

S e n a t o r  T h i e s s e n ,  Chairman 




