
MINUTES OF THE MEETING 
EDUCATION COMMITTEE 

MONTANA STATE SENATE 

January 6, 1977 

The first meeting of the Senate Education Committee was called to 
order by Chairman Senator Chet Blaylock on the above date in Room 
402 of the State Capitol Building at 11:OO A. M. 

ROLL CALL: All members were present with the exception of Senator 
Ed Smith, Vice Chairman of the Committee. 

The Chairman introduced Jennie Lind, Secretary for the Senate Educa- 
tion Committee, and John A. Bobinski, Committee Attorney. 

The Chair also introduced Bob Pyfer of the Montana Code Commission, 
and Jess Schwidde, intern to Senators Ed Smith and Bill Thomas, and 
Dennis Rehberg, aide to Senators Mathers and Lockrem. 

Chairman Blaylock reminded the members of the Committee that there 
would be no pairing of votes in committee, and he stated he would 
run the committee in a fair manner, giving everyone equal chance to 
speak. He further stated it will be the policy of the Chair that 
everyone who wants to vote on a bill will have that opportunity. 

I CONSIDERATION OF SENATE BILL No. 17: Chairman Blaylock, in support 
of the Bill, called upon Bob Pyfer, representing the Code Commission, 
to give an explanation of Senate Bill 17. 

Mr. Pyfer stated that Bill 17 was a recodification bill and explained 
the Recodification Project which was authorized by the 1975 Legisla- 
ture for the purpose of arrangement of codes in logical order accord- 
ing to subject matter and setting up a new index system to make it 
easier to find the laws. Also, the Code Commission has established 
a uniform drafting system for capitalization, punctuation and number- 
ing. He further explained that the Code Commission, in going over 
Title 75 pertaining to education laws, ran into certain errors in the 
laws as written requiring "house keeping" corrections, such as delet- 
ing internal references to portions of laws that were repealed; but 
no substantial changes are requested in Bill 17 that would change 
'the law. Since the Commission has limited authority, clarification 
of the present form is the major part of this Bill. 

Open discussion of the Bill was had with questions raised as to whether 
or not the meaning and intent of the present law would be changed by 
such insertions and corrections or if, in the future, the form would 

1 be requested changed back. Mr. Pyfer stated that no substantive por- 
tion of the code would be changed without being brought before the 
legislature and that the Code Commission now has a Bill Drafting 
Manual that sets out form and drafting language for uniform drafting. 
He further stated that the Commission's intent was to avoid taking 

1 up legislators' time in going over small, unsubstantive changes and 
corrections in the whole Code Section in 1979, and to make the law 
more clear. 
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Senator Mathers questioned if it wouldn't be less expensive and time 
saving to grant the Code Commission authority to make these minor 
corrections, with Senators Blaylock, Murray and Warden mentioning 
the suspicion of misuse of such power in the Commission. 

Chairman Blaylock then asked for any further discussion; there being 
none, Senator Fasbender moved that Senate Bill No. 17 DO PASS. The 
motion was seconded and carried by unanimous vote. 

Chairman Blaylock passed out a Montana-Fact Sheet of the Western 
Interstate Commission For Higher Education and explained that he 
had been contacted by some people who did not want to remain in this 
Commission. Mention was also make of the exchange programs, particu- 
larly for medical students, that would'not be available to Montana 
without the affiliation. 

There was limited discussion of this matter with Senator Fasbender 
mentioning the increase in cost, and Senator Warden stating that the 
portion pertaining to the services providedbyWICHE to the Montana 
library students and the State Library are vital to Montana. 

Chairman Blaylock announced that Larry Pettit, Commissioner of Higher 
Education, will appear at this Committee on Saturday morning, Jan. 
8th, regarding the Post-Secondary Education Commission study of all 
education systems and what recommendations would be made. 

ADJOURN : 

There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 12:lO A.M. 

Chet ~la~lo&, Chairman 
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STANDING COMMITTEE REPORT 

SEmm I f  having had under consideration .................................................................................................................. Bill NO. ................. 

$5E2mTE 17 .................. ............................................................................................................ Respectfully report as follows: That Bill No. 

DO PASS 
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Chairman. 
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 tio on : Senator Larry Fasbender moved for a do pass 

recommendation on Senate Bill 17; motion - 

seconded and carried by unanimous vote of 

members present. 

(include emugh information on mation-put w i t h  yellow cqy of 
amittee report. ) 



WESTERN INTERSTATE COMMISSION FOR HIGHER EDUCATION 

Montana Fact  Sheet 

a WICHE's goal i s  t o  he lp  t h e  people o f  t he  West work toge the r  t o  
improve s tudent  access to ,  and the  q u a l i t y ,  responsiveness, and 
e f f e c t i  veness o f ,  postsecondary educat ion.  

a I t s  p r imary  emphasis i s  t o  p rov ide  se rv i ces  on a reg iona l  bas i s  
t o  a i d  governors, 1 eg i  s l a t o r s ,  educators, and s t a t e  agencies 
p l a n  t h e i  r needs f o r  educat iona l  manpower. Most programs d i r e c t l y  
b e n e f i t  s tudents,  f a c u l t y ,  e t h n i c  m i n o r i t i e s ,  the  handicapped, 
and o the rs .  

Wi?.4T TYPE 9F P)70GA?aMS DOES WICHE PROVIDE TO MONTANA? 

a Student Exchange Program (SEP) 

a Western Counci 1 on Higher  Educat ion f o r  Nurs ing  (WCHEN) 
and o t h e r  nu rs ing  programs 

a Planning Resources i n  M i n o r i t y  Educat ion (PRIME) 

e Resources Development I n t e r n s h i p  Program (RDIP) 

a Mental Hea l th  and Human Serv ices 

a Western I n t e r s t a t e  b i  b r a r y  Coord ina t ing  Organ iza t ion  ( W  ILCO) 

a Montana i s  a f u l l  p a r t i c i p a n t  i n  WICHE's Student Exchange Program 
(SEP), and has sent  more'exchanqe students,  i n  recen t  years ,  than 
any o t h e r  s t a t e .  Dur ing  school yea r  1975-76, 159 Montana s tudents  
were e n r o l l e d  i n  p ro fess iona l  schools i n  o t h e r  western s ta tes  
through SEP. I n  a d d i t i o n ,  Montana i s  a " r e c e i v e r "  s t a t e ,  under 
SEP, i n  t he  f i e l d s  o f  f o r e s t r y ,  law, pharmacy, and graduate nu rs ing  
educat ion.  

a A1 1 f o u r  o f  Montana's i n s t i t u t i o n s  w i t h  c o l l e g i a t e  nu rs ing  programs 
a re  members o f  WICHE's Western Counci l  on Higher  Educat ion f o r  
Nurs ing (WCHEN)-and have appointed seven rep resen ta t i ves  t o  the  
Counci 1 . 

a Montana S ta te  U n i v e r s i t y  i s  a p a r t i c i p a n t  i n  WICHE's Models f o r  
I n t r o d u c i n g  C u l t u r a l  D i v e r s i t y  i n  Nurs inq  C u r r i c u l a  p r o j e c t .  I t  
i s  a "demonstrat ion school" ,  and i s  t e s t i n g  the  m a t e r i a l s  produced 
i n  the  p r o j e c t  t o  he1 p determine t h e i r  c u l t u r a l  re levancy ,  

e T h i r t e e n  Montana nurses a r e  work ing w i t h  nurses f rom 1; o t h e r  
western s t a t e s  i n  11 research workgroups under WICHE' s Regional 
Program f o r  Nurs ing Research Development. 



a G u m b u s  Hosp i ta l  , Great  F a l l s ,  and Veterans A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  Center,  
F o r t  Har r ison,  a re  2 o f  11 western h o s p i t a l s  p a r t i c i p a t i n g i  n WICHE's 
T r a i n i n g  Nurses t o  Improve P a t i e n t  Educat ion p r o j e c t .  . + 

a T h i r t e e n  Montana r e s i d e n t s  were among t h e  139 persons t h a t  rece i ved  
spec ia l  t r a i n i n g  i n  t he  use o f  a n a l y t i c a l  techniques i n  p lann ing  f o r  
n " r s i n g  rnanpowek. Thi  s  t r a i n i n g  was conducted under NICHE'S ~ n a l  y s i s  
and Planning f o r  Improved D i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  Nursing Personnel and 
Serv ices p r o j e c t .  

a Three Montana r e s i d e n t s  a r e  a c t i v e  members o f  WICHE's Western Soc ie ty  
f o r  Research i n  Nurs ing.  They a r e  i n v o l v e d  i n  improving nu rs ing  
p r a c t i c e  through sha r ing  s c i e n t i f i c  n u r s i n g  research.  

a Montana S ta te  U n i v e r s i t y  i s  coopera t ing  w i t h  postsecondary i n s t i t u t i o n s  
i n  Idaho and Wyoming under WICHE's Cont inu ing  Educat ion f o r  Nurses i n  
Idaho, Montana, and Wyoming p r o j e c t .  They a r e  c o o r d i n a t i n g  p lans t o  
share scarce resources.  

a Four Montana h e a l t h  s e r v i c e  agencies and two i n s t i t u t i o n s  o f  h i q h e r  
educat ion  are  p r o v i d i n g  data on'needs and resources d u r i n g  Phase I 
o f  WICHE's F e a s i b i l i t y  Study: Leadership Prepara t ion  f o r  Complex 
Organ iza t ions .  

a Four Montana r e s i d e n t s  p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  t ask  fo rces  and adv i so ry  groups 
t o  the  Ana lys is  and P l a n n i n g  p r o j e c t .  The Montana S t a t e  Department 
o f  Heal t h  and Envi ronmental Sciences rece i ved  a $27,560 subcont rac t  
f rom t h e  p r o j e c t .  The purpose f o r  the  subcont rac t  i s  t o  demonstrate a 
community nurse exchange program between i s o l a t e d  community h e a l t h  
nurses and organized l o c a l  h e a l t h  departments. 

a WICHE's Planning Resources i n  M i n o r i t y  Educat ion (PRIME) program 
a s s i s t s  t h e  B lack fee t ,  F o r t  Peck Sioux and Ass in ibo jne ,  Crow, and 
Nor thern  Cheyenne T r i b e s  i n  postsecondary educat ion  program p lan -  
n ing .  PRIME has a s s i s t e d  Montana S ta te  U n i v e r s i t y  a t  Bozeman, 
M i  1  es Communi t y  Col 1 ege , Fl a thead Communi t y  Col 1 ege , and the Uni vers i ty  
o f  Montana a t  Missou:la i n  p r o c u r i n g  g ran ts  du r ing  the  p a s t  f o u r  years.  

a An i n t e r n  from WICHE's Resources Development I n t e r n s h i p  Program (RDIP) 
completed a s tudy  i n  1972 concerning the  p o t e n t i a l  f o r  energy 
conserva t ion  i n  Montana f o r  the Montana Environmental Qual i t y  Counci 1 . 

a I n  1974, an RDIP i n t e r n  completed a s tudy  concerninq the  Environmental 
Impacts o f  S a l i n e  Seep i n  Montana f o r  the  s t a t e ' s  ~ n v i r o n m e n t a l  Qual i ty  
Counc i l .  The p r o j e c t  supe rv i so r  termed t h i s  the most comprehensive 
t r e a t i s e  y e t  assembled on t h i s  problem i n  Montana. The 1 9 7 5  Montana 
L e q i s l a t u r e  passed a b i l l ,  which the Governor siqned, t o  cont inue - 
research and educat ion  programs i n  t h i s  problem area. 

Lawrence Carlson, A d m i n i s t r a t o r  o f  Montana's Adapt ive Serv ices D i v i s i o n  
i s  Montana's r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  on WICHE's Western Counci l  on Mental Hea l th  
and Human Serv ices.  P h i l l i p  Powers, Ch ie f  o f t h e  Bureau of Mental 
Heal t h y  represented Montana a t  t h e  Counci 1 ' s  meeting he1 d i n  Denver, 



A p r i l  1976. One o f  t h e  problems d iscussed a t  t h a t  meet ing was t h a t  
o f  t he  dangerous m e n t a l l y  ill and how r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  c o u l d  be shared 
i n  dea l i ng  w i t h  the  problem. 

Montanans from the  Department o f  I n s t i t u t i o n s ,  Pine H i l l s  School, and -- 
the  S t a t e  Board o f  Pardons p a r t i c i p a t e d ,  i n  1974, i n  two seven-day 
t r a i n i n g  sessions conducted by WICHE's Organ iza t ion  Development i n  
Cor rec t ions  ~ r o . i e c t .  

S t a f f  f rom t h e  p ro fess iona l  t r a i n i n g  programs a t  t h e  Montana S t a t e  
U n i v e r s i t y ,  and 3 Montana Community mental h e a l t h  cen te rs  p a r t i c i p a t e d  
i n  WTCHE's Knowledge and S k i l l  Needs o f  Community Mental Hea l th  p r o j e c t  
d u r i n g  1974-16; 

The D i r e c t o r  o f  the  Center f o r  Student Development, a  counse l ing  
p s y c h o l o g i s t  from t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Montana, Missoula, and g a f f  from 
Eastern Montana Col leqe p a r t i c i p a t e d ,  d u r i n g  1973-76, i n  WICHE's 
Model Appl i c a t i o n s  and Proqrams Improving Mental Heal t h  Serv ices on 
Western Campuses. 

r Mont-ana i s  one o f  t h ree  ~ r i m a r v  t a r a e t  s t a t e s  f o r  data c o l  l ~ r t i n n  l ~ n d ~ r  - . - . . - - . - . - - - - - - - - " " .  -.. "..--. 
WICHE's Survey and Analy;is o i ~ r a i n i n ~  Needs o f  S t a t e  Level  Mental 
Hea l th  S t a f f  p r o j e c t .  The s t a f f  o f  Montana's Department o f  I n s t i  tut-IOII: 
w i  11 c o n t r i b u t e  da ta  on bo th  t h e i r  agency and i n d i v i d u a l  percept ions  o f  
t h e i r  t r a i n i n g  needs. 

Montana has p a r t i c i p a t e d  f o r  several  years i n  WICHE's Western I n t e r s t a t e  
L i b r a r y  Coord ina t inq  Organ iza t ion  (WILCO) . Th is  i s  a  program t o  a s s i s t  
western s t a t e  1 i b r a r y  agencies i n  meeting c o n t i n u i n g  educat ion  needs 
f o r  l i b r a r i a n s  and t o  share l i b r a r y  resources among the  s t a t e s .  

0 Montana was an a c t i v e  p a r t i c i p a n t  i n  l a t e  197-4 and e a r l y  1975 i n  seeking 
g r a n t  f u n d i n g  t o  develop a  m u l t i s t a t e  l i b r a r y  network f o r  t h e  West. 
L i b r a r y  t e l  ecommuni c a t i o n s  requirements and system concepts developed 
b.y t h e  WILCO s t a f f  have been shared by the  Montana S t a t e  L i b r a r i a n  
w i t h  the  Communications D i v i s i o n  o f  t he  s t a t e  government, p o i n t i n g  up 
t h e  need and b e n e f i t s  f o r  i n t r a - s t a t e  coo rd ina t i on .  Dur ing t h e  F i s c a l  
Year 1975, f i v e  Montana l i b r a r i a n s  p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  t he  USOE-funded 
i n s t i t u t e  e n t i t l e d :  T r a i n i n g  the  T r a i  ners t o  T r a i  n  f o r  I n t e r 1  i b r a r y  
Cooperat ion and Networking. 

0 I n  F i s c a l  Year 1976, f o u r  Montana l i b r a r i a n s  p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  the USOE- 
funded t r a i n i n g  g r a n t  e n t i t l e d :  T r a i n i n g  i n  S t a f f  Development, and 
prepared a  s t a f f  development model p l a n  f o r  use i n  the s t a t e .  W I L C O  
s t a f f  consu l ted  w i t h  a  committee o f  t h e  Montana L i b r a r y  Assoc ia t i on  - 
d u r i n g  the  f i r s t  h a l f  o f  1976 t o  a s s i s t  them i n  deve lop ing  a  s t a t e -  
wide union l i s t  o f  s e r i a l s .  W I L C O  s t a f f  consu l ted  w i t h  the  1  i b r a r i a n s  
o f  Eastern Montana S ta te  Col lege and B i l l i n g s  Pub1 i c  L i b r a r y  rega rd ing  
i n t e r i m  measures t o  take f o r  automated c a t a l o g i n g  u n t i l  such t ime as 
t h e  Washington L i b r a r y  Network's on-1 i n e  system becomes a v a i l a b l e  f o r  



r I n  October  1976, WILCO p r o v i d e d  consul  t i n q  a s s i s t a n c e  t o  t he  Montana 
S t a t e  Libra= t o  v e r i f y  t h e  a p p r c r i a t e n e s s < f  t h e  L i b r a r y  as- the 
p r i ~ ~ i a r - y  agency t o  p r o v i d e  on-f i n e  r e fe rence  s e r v i c e  t o  o t h e r  s t a t e  
aqenc ies  and pub1 i c  1  i b r a r i e s .  Severa l  Montana l i x r a r i e s  have 
p a r t i c i p a t e d  d u r i n g  F i s c a l  Year 1976 i n  a  su r vey  o f  t h e  c o s t s  o f  
1  i b r a r y  o p e r a t i o n s  l i k e l y  t o  be impacted by  automat ion.  T h i s  su rvey  
i s  p r o v i d i n g  da ta  t h a t  may a s s i s t  Montana 1 i b r a r i e s  i n  d e c i d i n g  
when and how t o  s u p p l a n t  manual o p e r a t i o n s  w i t h  more c o s t - e f f e c t i v e  
automated o p e r a t i o n s .  

C,, - C' "" "' ' 
' 7 ~ ! /  ~ " 2 1  ~ ' t  

NICHE p r o v i d e s :  
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a INFORMATION 


