
MINUTES OF THE MEETING 
OF THE LEGISLATIVE SUB--COMMITTEE ON APPROPRIATIONS FOR EDUCATION 

February 22, 1977 
8:00 A. M. 
Room 132 
S t a t e  C a p i t o l  Bu i ld ing  

Sub jec t :  Work Ses s ion  

The meet ing was c a l l e d  t o  o r d e r  by Chairman C a r r o l l  South.  
The fo l lowing  members o f  committee w e r e  p r e s e n t .  

Rep. O r a  Halvorson 
Rep. Oscar Kvaalen 
Rep. J a c k  K.  Moore 
Sen. M a t t  H i m s l  
Sen. La r ry  Fasbender 

Also p r e s e n t  i n  t h e  meet ing w e r e  Judy Rippinga le  and John Kru ta r ,  
F i s c a l  Ana lys t s  and Mae Nann E l l i n g s o n ,  Lobbyis t  f o r  S tuden t s .  

There w a s  g e n e r a l  d i s c u s s i o n  r ega rd ing  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  b a s e  o f  t h e  
budget  f o r  t h e  u n i v e r s i t y  u n i t s .  Judy Rippinga le  had p repa red  
c h a r t s  f o r  committee showing pe rcen tages  o f  i n c r e a s e s  t h a t  cou ld  
be cons ide red  f o r  adopt ion  and t h e  amount i n  d o l l a r s  t h a t  each  
percen tage  would a l l o c a t e .  The i n c r e a s e s  could be  7 ,  8 o r  9 p e r c e n t  
f o r  t h e  biennium. 

There was d i s c u s s i o n  r ega rd ing  t h e  c a t e g o r i e s ,  o r  c l a s s ,  t h a t  u n i t s  
a r e  i n .  S ince  Montana Tech has  75% f u l l  a s s o c i a t e  f a c u l t y  members, 
it w a s  g e n e r a l l y  agreed  t h a t  MSU, U of M and Tech should be p l aced  
i n  t h e  same ca t ego ry .  Forty-two p e r c e n t  of ~ e c h ' s  f a c u l t y  i s  i n  
t h e  eng inee r ing  f i e l d .  South s a i d  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  some danger  t h a t  
wh i l e  h i g h e r  s a l a r i e s  may a t t r a c t  more q u a l i f i e d  t e a c h e r s ,  it could  
a l s o  l o c k  a  bad t e a c h e r  w i t h  t e n u r e  i n t o  a good s a l a r y .  H e  s a i d  
t h a t  t h e r e  should  be  a s tudy  o f  t h e  a c t u a l  va lue  of t h e  t e a c h e r  t o  
t h e  s t u d e n t  and t h a t  p o s s i b l y  t h e  r i g h t  way t o  handle  a s a l a r y  
i n c r e a s e  f o r  f a c u l t y  would be t o  l is t  each  t e a c h e r  and g i v e  them 
a  raise i n  s a l a r y .  Then, i f  t h e y  want t o  change it, it w i l l  be 
up t o  t h e  u n i t s  t o  make t h e  change. 

Chairman South s a i d  t h a t  a p p r o p r i a t i o n s  would need t o  be  made i n  
t h r e e  broad ca tegor ies - -one  i s  o p e r a t i o n s .  H e  s a i d  t h a t  t h e  l e g i s -  
l a t i v e  committee should g i v e  t h e  u n i v e r s i t y  u n i t s  two y e a r s  t o  see 
how t h e y  w i l l  u s e  t h e  money app rop r i a t ed  t o  them. I f  funds  have 
been a p p r o p r i a t e d  f o r  c e r t a i n  accounts  and t h e n  mis-used o r  used i n  
o t h e r  p l a c e s  where t h e y  were n o t  in tended  t o  be used,  t h e n  t h e  
l e g i s l a t u r e  w i l l  know t h a t  t hey  must ammend t h e  c o n s t i t u t i o n .  
Chairman South s a i d  t h a t  he thought  t h e  l e g i s l a t i v e  committee needs  
t o  make it v e r y  clear t h a t  no m a t t e r  what t hey  ba rga in  f o r ,  w e  w i l l  
a l l ow  no th ing  more than  what o t h e r  s t a t e  employees a r e  g e t t i n g  i n  
s a l a r y  and f r i n g e  b e n e f i t s .  



There was d iscuss ion  regarding new bu i ld ings  on campuses t h a t  
were n o t  included i n  t h e  budget t h e  l a s t  biennium. There i s  
one new bu i ld ing  a t  MSU, one a t  EMC and one a t  Tech. 

Rep. Moore made a  motion t o  inc rease  opera t ing  expenses 8% between 
f i s c a l  1976 and f i s c a l  1978 and 4 %  between f i s c a l  1978 and f i s c a l  
1979. A l l  voted aye. None opposed. Motion c a r r i e d -  

Sen. Fasbender made motion t o  pu t  UM and M S U 1 s  average s a l a r y  a t  
$17,822 and WMC and N M C 1 s  average s a l a r y  a t  $16,040. EMC's  average 
s a l a r y  a t  Category I1 A be l e f t .  The amount of $16,040 w i l l  be  t h e  
base f o r  EMC. A 1 1  voted aye. None opposed. Motion c a r r i e d .  

There was d i scuss ion  regarding t h e  1978 average s a l a r y  a t  Tech. 
The f i g u r e  being considered would be a  55/45 arrangement and 
would g ive  a s  a  s a l a r y  $16,842. The percentages r ep resen t  a 45% 
r a t e  f o r  engineering f a c u l t y  and 55% r a t e  f o r  non-engineering 
f a c u l t y .  Rep. Moore made a motion t h a t  t h e  above ad jus ted  base 
be used f o r  Tech. A l l  voted aye. None opposed. Motion c a r r i e d .  

The Board of Regents have recommended a  r a t i o  t h a t  i s  one pe rcen t  
below t h a t  recommended by t h e  f i s c a l  ana lys t .  Judy Rippingale 
was asked t o  drop he r  r a t i o s  t o  br ing  them c l o s e r  t o  what they 
wanted. She d i d  t h i s  and a r r i v e d  a t  t h e  fol lowing f i g u r e s :  

UM 19.6 
MSU 19.6 
EMC 19.6 
Tech 16.6 
WMC 16.6 
NMC 16. 

Chairman South emphasized t h e  importance of e s t a b l i s h i n g  l e g i s l a t i v e  
i n t e n t .  He s a i d  t h a t  no one would be bound by it bu t  a t  l e a s t  t h e  
u n i t s  would know what t h e  i n t e n t  of t h e  committee was and s o  would 
t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e .  L e g i s l a t i v e  i n t e n t  would be of va lue  and s e t  some 
g u i d e l i n e s  f o r  t h e  fol lowing committee. 

A motion was made t h a t  t h e  committee adopt t h e  s tudent - facul ty  r a t i o  
of 1 9 . 6  a t  UM, MSU and EMC, 16.6 f o r  Tech and WI4C, and 16 f o r  NMC. 
A l l  voted aye. None opposed. Motion c a r r i e d .  

Chairman South s a i d  t h a t  due t o  our a c t i o n s  today, t h e r e  i s  a  
h igher  inc rease  i n  s a l a r y  f o r  u n i t  f a c u l t y  than  o t h e r  s t a t e  
employees. S a l a r i e s  a r e  2% lower than  surrounding u n i v e r s i t i e s  
now. 

The committee requested Judy Rippingale t o  go over t h e  dec i s ions  
t h a t  they  made today and b r ing  t h e  f i g u r e s  up t o  d a t e  so  they  can 
s e e  what t h e i r  motions have changed i n  budget f i g u r e s .  EMC can 



either continue the salaries they have adopted or go to a 
lower student-faculty ratio. 

No tape was made of this meeting. 

The meeting adjourned at 10:OO A. M. 
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