
MINUTES OF THE MEETING 
OF THE LEGISLATIVE SUB-COMMITTEE ON EDUCATION APPROPRIATION 

February 1 8 ,  1977 
8:00 A. M. 
Room 132 
S t a t e  C a p i t o l  Bui ld ing  

Sub jec t :  S t a t e  H i s t o r i c a l  S o c i e t y  

Chairman C a r r o l l  South c a l l e d  t h e  meeting t o  o r d e r .  
Members o f  committee p r e s e n t  w e r e :  

Sen. M a t t  H i m s l  
Sen. La r ry  Fasbender 
Rep. Ora Halvorson 
Rep. J ack  K. Moore 
Rep. Oscar Kvaalen 

Also p r e s e n t  w e r e  Judy Rippinga le ,  F i s c a l  Analys t ,  and Sena to r  
Margaret  Warden. 

There was a b r i e f  meeting a t  8:00 be fo re  members of committee 
went t o  t h e  S t a t e  H i s t o r i c a l  Soc i e ty  i n  t h e  P ioneer  Memorial 
Bui ld ing  t o  t a l k  w i t h  s t a f f  and i n s p e c t  f a c i l i t i e s .  

Members d i s c u s s e d  t h e  problem of s e c u r i t y  guards  f o r  t h e  museum 
a n d , t h e  h i s t o r i c a l  l i b r a r y .  A t  t h e  p r e s e n t . t i m e  C e n t r a l  S e r v i c e  
guards  and ~ i s t o r i c a l  S o c i e t y  guards  bo th  work a t  t h i s  l o c a t i o n  
b u t  it appea r s  t o  be an u n s a t i s f a c t o r y  arrangement f o r  bo th  s i d e s .  
There a r e  1 .5  FTE f o r  guard p o s i t i o n  under ~ i s t o r i c a l  S o c i e t y  a t  
t h e  p r e s e n t  t ime.  The H i s t o r i c a l  S o c i e t y  would l i k e  t o  have t h e i r  
FTE i n c r e a s e d  t o  2.5 w i t h  t h e i r  own guards  doing a l l  of t h e  work 
t h e r e .  

Rep. Kvaalen s a i d  t h a t  he had o r i g i n a l l y  recommended t h a t  t h e  
FTE be i n c r e a s e d  t o  2.5. The committee wondered why t h e y  had n o t  
r ece ived  t h e  in format ion  which they  r eques t ed  be given them f o r  
c o n s i d e r a t i o n  a t  t h e  t i m e  of  t h e  hea r ing .  No in format ion  has  been 
r e c e i v e d  t o  d a t e .  

The H i s t o r i c a l  Soc i e ty  has  a l s o  reques ted  a  new s e c u r i t y  a larm.  
The one which i s  p r e s e n t l y  i n  use  mal func t ions  and sounds w i t h  any 
movement a t  a l l  n e a r  o r  by t h e  doors .  I t  h a s  s e t  o f f  p remature ly  
on d i f f e r e n t  occas ions  and has  been answered by l o c a l  l a w  en fo rce -  
ment o f f i c e r s .  

A t  t h e  p r e s e n t  t ime t h e  s t a f f  a t  t h e  H i s t o r i c a l  S o c i e t y  cannot  
complete t h e i r  work f o r  t h e  rest o f  f i s c a l  y e a r  i n  t h e  l i b r a r y ,  
f i l i n g  system o r  a r c h i v e s  because of  l a c k  o f  funds .  A d e f i c i t  h ~ s  
been c r e a t e d  because of a  book which t h e  I l i s t o r i c a l  S o c i e t y  sponsored.  
The book, Not I n  P rec ious  Metals  Alone, d i d  n o t  s e l l  a s  expec ted  and 
has  caused a  l o s s  of approximately  $27,000. A g r a n t  was r e c e i v e d  
of  $10,000 b u t  t h e r e  i s  s t i l l  a l o s s  of $17,000 i n  t h i s  a r e a .  A l s o ,  
v a r i o u s  b i c e n t e n n i a l  a c t i v i t i e s  and bookkeeping have he lped  t o  



c r e a t e  a l o s s  i n  funds which was unexpected but  had t o  be met. 
Therefore,  a t  t h e  p r e s e n t  t ime t h e  H i s t o r i c a l  Socie ty  would l i k e  
$20,000 t o  cont inue t h e i r  work f o r  t h e  remainder of t h e  year.  

There was d i scuss ion  regarding t h e  amount of space a v a i l a b l e  i n  
t h e  bu i ld ing  which houses t h e  ~ i s t o r i c a l  Socie ty  and t h e  p r i o r i t i e s  
which w i l l  probably have t o  be s e t  concerning what can be preserved 
a t  t h e  museum. There i s  a HB 228 which d e a l s  with records  and man- 
agement problems faced by t h e  H i s t o r i c a l  Socie ty  and i s  pending 
before  t h e  House a t  t h e  p resen t  time. HB 228, i f  passed, would 
provide some g u i d e l i n e s  and system regarding  what would be saved 
and preserved.  

Formal meeting adjourned a t  8:45 A. M. and committee members went 
t o  t h e  Pioneer  Memorial Building t o  meet with s t a f f  of H i s t o r i c a l  
Socie ty .  No t ape  was made of t h i s  meeting. 
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