
MINUTES OF THE MEETING 
OF THE LEGISLATIVE SUB-COlYMITTEE ON EDUCATION APPROPRIATION 

February 9, 1977 
8:00 A. M. 
Room 132 
S t a t e  C a p i t o l  Bui ld ing  

Sub jec t :  u n i v e r s i t y  A t h l e t i c s  

Chairman C a r r o l l  South c a l l e d  t h e  meeting t o  o rde r .  

Members o f  committee p r e s e n t  w e r e :  

Sen. Matt  H i m s l  
Sen. Lar ry  Fasbender 
Rep. Ora Halvorson 
Rep. J ack  Moore 
Rep. Oscar Kvaalen 

Also p r e s e n t  i n  t h e  meeting were Judy Rippinga le ,  F i s c a l  Anal-yst, 
and John Kru ta r ,  O f f i c e  of  Budget and Planning.  

The fo l lowing  pe r sons  were p r e s e n t  i n  t h e  meeting:  

John Van de Wetering,  Eas t e rn  Montana Col lege 
Lar ry  P e t t i t ,  Commissioner of  Higher Education 
V i c  Bur t ,  Montana School o f  Mineral  and Science Technology 
Larry  C l i n t o n ,  Northern Montana Col lege 
Duane M. Leach, Northern Montana Col lege 
Richard C. Bowers, U n i v e r s i t y  of Montana 
Ca r l  W. McIntosh, Montana S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y  
George R. Bandy, Western Montana Col lege 
Mae Nann E l l i n g s o n ,  Montana S tudent  Lobby 

There i s  concern t h a t  s t u d e n t s  might e l e c t  t o  suppor t  an a t h l e t i c  
program and a f t e r  'it i s  s t a r t e d ,  t hey  withdraw suppor t  l e a v i n g  a  
program t h a t  people  assume w i l l  be picked up w i t h  g e n e r a l  fund 
monies. South s a i d  t h i s  i s  why t h e  committee i s  concerned about  
t h i n g s  t h a t  a r e  supposedly none o f  i t s  bus ines s .  I n  t h e  yea r  t h a t  
t h i s  happens, you woul-d e i t h e r  have t o  c u t  t h e  program d r a s t i c a l l y  
o r  use  Opera t ing  Expense money t o  keep it going.  

D r .  Bowers s a i d  t h a t  t h e  Un ive r s i t y  of  Montana i s  t h e  u n i t  t h a t  went 
through t h i s .  A t  t h e  t ime i t  was a r a t h e r  d i f f i c u l t  s i t u a t i o n .  
H e  s a i d  t h a t  he thought  t h a t  t h e y  came through  it very w e l l .  Two 
and one h a l f  y e a r s  ago t h e  s t u d e n t  government decided t o  reduce  t o  
zero  from about  $95,000 suppor t  o f  a t h l e t i c  a c t i v i t i e s ;  i. e . ,  
i n t e r c o l l e g i a t e  s p o r t s .  D r .  Bowers s a i d  t h a t  he dec ided  n o t  t o  
recommend t o  t h e  Board of  Regents t h a t  a  mandatory f e e  be imposed 
on t h e  s t u d e n t  body s i n c e  t h i s  was t h e  way i n  which t h e y  had vo ted .  



I n s t e a d ,  he s a i d ,  I recommended t h a t  w e  r e v i s e  o u r  t i c k e t -  
p r i c i n g  p o l i c y  a t  t h e  g a t e s  and t r y  t o  r ecove r  a s  much o f  t h i s  
$95,000 a s  we could i n  t h a t  way. We have now recovered more than  
t h i s  amount from i n c r e a s e d  g a t e  r e c e i p t s  and c o n t r i b u t i o n s  from 
t h e  Boos te r  Club. W e  s t a b l i z e d  our  program i n  t h a t  way and I 
f e e l  t h a t  w e  a r e  q u i t e  s t a b l e  a t  t h i s  t i m e .  I f e e l ,  a f t e r  going 
th rough  t h a t  expe r i ence ,  t h a t  t h i s  i s  probably t h e  on ly  f o r  a 
school  t o  r ecove r  should t h e y  have s t u d e n t s  withdraw suppor t .  

D r .  Bowers s a i d  t h a t  he thought  t h e r e  ought  n o t  t o  be  a  mandatory 
f e e  t o  suppor t  i n t e r c o l l e g i a t e  a t h l e t i c s  b u t  r a t h e r  t h a t  it should  
be a  u n i v e r s i t y  program w i t h  c o n t r o l  and w i t h  suppor t  th rough  t h e  
r e g u l a r  budget  as w e l l  as g a t e  r e c e i p t s  and b o o s t e r  c l u b  c o n t r i b u t i o n s .  

D r .  Van d e  Wetering,  Eas t e rn  Montana Col lege ,  s a i d  t h a t  t h e  s t u d e n t s  
a r e  c o n t r i b u t i n g  about  $95,000 a yea r  toward i n t e r c o l l e g i a t e  s p o r t s  
which i s  a  l a r g e  amount of  money f o r  a  s t u d e n t  body t h a t  s i z e .  
D r .  Van de  Wetering s a i d  t h a t  he looks  forward t o  a t i m e  when t h e  
b a s i s  of  funding  can be a l t e r e d  i n  such a  way t o  permi t  us  t o  
i n c l u d e  t h a t  a s  a  r e g u l a r  program and t o  g e t  s t u d e n t  funding o u t  
of it. I n  f a c t ,  s t u d e n t s  w i l l  be v o t i n g  on t h i s  ve ry  soon and I 
expec t  t h a t  t h e y  w i l l  d ec ide  t o  withdraw a l l  suppor t  f o r  i n t e r -  
c o l l e g i a t e  s p o r t s .  I n s t e a d ,  t h e y  w i l l  e l e c t  t o  spend t h a t  money 
on s p o r t s  t h a t  are normal ly  h e l d  on campus such a s  t e n n i s ,  g o l f ,  
e t c . ,  and o t h e r  s p o r t s  t h a t  i nvo lve  l o c a l  s t u d e n t s  on campus. 
D r .  Van d e  Wetering would l i k e  a d e c i s i o n  from t h e  Committee 
r ega rd ing  what t h e y  f e e l  t h e y  can do r ega rd ing  t h i s  m a t t e r .  He 
i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  he i s  under c o n s i d e r a b l e  p r e s s u r e  from s t u d e n t s  - 
t o  t r y  t o  accomplish a change of  p o l i c y  wi thou t  t h e i r  having t o  
withdraw suppor t  a s  such.  

Mae Nann E l l i n g s o n  was p r e s e n t  i n  t h e  meeting and she  exp la ined  
t o  t h e  committee t h e  d i f f e r e n c e  between f e e s .  The s u b j e c t  of  
s t u d e n t  a c t i v i t y  f e e s ,  a t h l e t i c  f e e s ,  e t c . ,  has  come up many t i m e s ,  
she  s a i d .  There  seems t o  have developed some confus ion  du r ing  t h e  
cou r se  o f  t h e  p a s t  weeks about  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e  between a c t i v i t y  
f e e s  and s t u d e n t  b u i l d i n g  f e e s .  These a r e  two complete ly  s e p a r a t e  
t h i n g s .  The s t u d e n t s  have never  had any d i r e c t  c o n t r o l  ove r  s t u -  
d e n t  b u i l d i n g  f e e s .  The on ly  c o n t r o l  t hey  have had is  ove r  t h e  
s t u d e n t  a c t i v i t y  f e e s .  

D r .  McIntosh, Montana S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y ,  s a i d  t h a t  some schoo l s  
r e l y  h e a v i l y  on s t u d e n t  f e e  money and o t h e r  s choo l s  f e e l  t h a t  
t h o s e  who a t t e n d  s p o r t s  f u n c t i o n  such a s  t h e  p u b l i c ,  a lumni ,  
b o o s t e r  c l u b s ,  e t c . ,  should  suppor t  o r  seek  ways of  suppor t ing  
t h e  i n t e r c o l l e g i a t e  a c t i v i t i e s .  H e  s a i d  t h a t  MSU has  t r i e d  t o  
keep g a t e  p r i c e s  a s  low as p o s s i b l e  s o  MSU d o e s n ' t  have t h e  funds  
from g a t e  r e c e i p t s  and Booster  Club t h a t  UM does.  MSU has  had 
t o  r e l y  h e a v i l y  on s t u d e n t  a c t i v i t . y  f e e s  t o  fund i n t e r c o l l e g i a t e  
a t h l e t i c s .  I n  a  p o l l  a t  MSU it was s a i d  t h a t  36.7 p e r c e n t  o f  
t h e  275 who vo ted  were i n  f a v o r  o s  u s ing  s t u d e n t  a c t i v i t y  f e e s  
t o  fund a t h l e t i c s  which would seem t o  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  s t u d e n t s  
would r a t h e r  withdraw from t h e  program i f  it w e r e  p o s s i b l e  t o  
do t h a t .  



H e  s a i d  a t  t h i s  t i m e  s t u d e n t s  show c o n s i d e r a b l e  i n t e r e s t  i n  
suppor t i i i g - l a th l e t i c  programs b u t  i n  a c t u a l  v o t i n g ,  t h e y  d i d n ' t .  

. * -  .-- - RighY'T6i t h e r e  w i l l  be funds  of  about  $10,000 i n  s t u d e n t  a c t i v i t y  
. f e e s  t h a t  w i l l  go toward t h e  suppor t  of  a t h l e t i c s .  H e  seemed t o  

f e e l  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  more s t u d e n t  suppor t  a t  MSU than  t h e r e  are a t  
some o f  t h e  o t h e r  s choo l s .  

D r .  Bandy, WMC; D r .  Leach, NMC; and D r .  de Money, TECH, seemed t o  
be i n  agreement t h a t  t h e i r  s t u d e n t s  would withdraw suppor t  i n  t h e  
form o f  s t u d e n t  a c t i v i t y  fees i n  v o t i n g  r i g h t  away. They seemed t o  
be i n  agreement t h a t  it w a s  t h e  g e n e r a l  op in ion  and f e e l i n g  through- 

'out t h e i r  s c h o o l s  t h a t  t h o s e  persons  who a t t e n d  a t h l e t i c  f u n c t i o n s  
a r e  t h e  ones  t h a t  should suppor t  them f i n a n c i a l l y .  

The Board o f  Regents have vo ted  t o  i n c r e a s e  s t u d e n t  f e e s  and have 
gone on r e c o r d  a s  wanting t h e  s t u d e n t  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  taken  o u t  o f  
a t h l e t i c  programs. They v o t e  each  yea r  whether t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  t h a t  
y e a r  i n  i n t e r c o l l e g i a t e  a t h l e t i c  programs. A t  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  
Montana, t h e  u n i t  i s  paying t h e  f u l l  amount f o r  a t h l e t i c s  s i n c e  
t h e i r  s t u d e n t s  withdrew suppor t  two and one h a l f  y e a r s  ago,  A t  
t h e  o t h e r  f i v e  s choo l s  t h e  s t u d e n t  a c t i v i t y  f e e s  a r e  s t i l l  going 
toward suppor t  b u t  as  i n d i c a t e d  t h e r e  i s  c o n s i d e r a b l e  f e e l i n g  
t h a t  s t u d e n t s  w i l l  withdraw suppor t  a t  a l l  u n i t s  e x c e p t  MSU f o r  
r i g h t  a t  t h e  p r e s e n t  t ime.  

Chairman South s a i d  t h e  Committee must make a  d e c i s i o n  a s  t o  
whether  t h e y  want t o  p i c k  t h i s  up and i f  t h i s  i s  what w e  want 
t o  do, he s a i d ,  we w i l l  have t o  a p p r o p r i a t e  i n t o  f i v e  c a t e g o r i e s .  
The t o t a l  i s  $247,315 which i n c l u d e s  $90,000 - MSU; $94,880 - EMC; 
$26,1.70 - TECH; $12,265 - WMC; -and $24,000 - NMC. The r e q u e s t  
from t h e  U n i t s  is  t h a t  s t u d e n t  f e e s  n o t  be cons idered  when t h e  
committee i s  computing t h e  budget .  

Sen. H i m s l  s a i d  t h a t  he was concerned t h a t  any d e c i s i o n  made by 
Committee could  be ove r r idden  by t h e  Board of Regents; however, 
it was p o i n t e d  o u t  t h a t  t h e  Board of Regents has  gone on r eco rd  as  
wanting t h e  s t u d e n t s  i n  a l l  u n i t s  t aken  o u t  of t h e  i n t e r c o l l e g i a t e  
a t h l e t i c  programs. 

A motion w a s  made by Sen. H i m s l  t h a t  t h e  C o m m i t t e e  go along wi th  t h e  
recommendation made by t h e  Board of Regents and i n c o r p o r a t e  i n t e r -  
c o l l e g i a t e  a t h l e t i c s  i n t o  t h e  budget i n  t h e  amount of  $247,315. 

A l l  vo t ed  aye.  None opposed. 

CARROLL V. (SOUTH,  CHAIIIMAN 

Betsy Glary/ S e c r e t a r y  
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