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The meet ing was c a l l e d  t o  o r d e r  by Chairman Bradley, R o l l  w a s  
t aken  - Members p r e s e n t  w e r e  Represen ta t ive  Eraclley, Represen ta . t i ve  
Marks, Sena to r  Rober t s ,  Sena to r  Stephens  and Sc~sa tor  Thomas, 

D r .  Kniqht  opened t h e  meeting with a n  apology fo r  t h e  l a r g e  
d e l e g a t i o n  of yes t e rday .  

Chairman Bradley r e f e r r e d  t h e  group t o  Page T G G  i n  the e x e c u t i v e  
budget .  She exp la ined  w i t h  t h e  added $30 ,000 ,  number 6 would he 
B l e v e l  i n s t e a d  of A l e v e l .  

The F i s c a l  Analys t  t hen  exp la ined  some of  t h e  6 ; - f fe rences ,  H e  
s a i d  t h e  programs a r e  on t h e  B l eve l . ,o r  curl-e12-k. level, i n  t h e  
LFA recommendation. . 
The meet ing  was t h e n  open t o  q u e s t i o n s  - 
Sena to r  Stephens  asked M r .  B lewet t  why they  nee6 Management and 
Nurse Consu l t an t s .  

M r .  Ble:.;ett exp la ined  a management c o n s u l t a n t  i s  a s s o c i a t e d  
wi th  purchase  of services from p r o f e s s i o n a l  f i nns .  They g i v e  
u s  independent  adv ice .  We want t o  meet h e a l t h  needs .  I f  w e  
have t o  c u t  back, w e  would r a t h e r  do it i n  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n ,  

On t h e  n u r s e  c o n s u l t a n t s ,  t h e  Nurse Bureau employes s t a t e  nurses 
t o  t r a v e l  throughout  t h e  s t a t e .  The p rov ide  adv i s e  and c o n s u l t -  
a t i o n  t o  community h e a l t h  depar tments .  There a r e  over 250 
h e a l t h  n u r s e s  th roughout  t h e  s t a t e .  

Sena to r  Rober ts  asked i f . t h e  s t a t e  wide 208 Water Q u a l i t y  
program is  t h e  one i n  Kalispell? 

M r .  James s a i d  no, t h e  one i n  Ka l i spe l l  i s  a r e a  wide  208 program. 
The s t a t e  wide does  n o t  i n c l u d e  K a l i s p e l l  a t  t h e  p r e s e n t  t i m e  
b u t  h o p e f u l l y  w i l l  l a t e r ,  when t h e  a r e a  wide program i s  
t e rminz t ed  i n  a y e a r  or t w o .  

Sena to r  Stephens asked someone t o  e x p l a i n  the WIC prograin, w h o  
g e t s  i t ,  how they  q u a l i f y ,  etc.  

M r .  Ble:.;ett saic! funds  f o r  WIG are 100% f e d e r a l  furies. N o  match  
i s  neecied. 

Mary Feue r s inge r  t a l k e d  about  WIC. She s a i d  WIC i s  s t a t e w i d e  
now - 100% f e d e r a l  funds .  80% of funds  a v a i l a b l e  mus t  be s p e n t  
on supplemental  food.  The r e s t  goes  t o  program a d m i n i s t r a t i o n .  
I n  o r d e r  t o  q u a l i f y  t h e  person  has  t o  be  a h i g h  n u t r i t i o n  x i s k ,  
must bc low inco~r!e. She s a i d  e l e g i b i l i t y  s t a n d a r d s  must  be 
main ta ined .  Thcy r e c e i v e  a d r a f t  each  month, no c a s h .  They 



can only  purchase s p e c i f i c  foo2.s, t h e  G r a f t s  car: n o t  be  spent 
on j u s t  anything they want t o  purchase. 

Senator  Stephens asked ho-<: 20 you know they purcz?lase t h e  p roper  
food? 

Mary Feuers inger  s a i d  they have cant rac t -s  wi th  c e r t a i n  s t o r e s  
and they  monitor very c l o s e .  She s a i d  t h e i r  ob jec t  w a s  t o  h e l p  
those  i n  need, n o t  t o  make thes dependent upon t3e program. 

Senator  Stephens asked if doc to r s  make r e f e r r a l s ,  
Feuers inger  s a i d  yes ,  a l s o  pub l i c  h e a l t h  n u r s e s ,  p u b l i c  h e a l t h  
n u t r i t i o n i s t s  o r  anyone e l s n  could r e f e r ,  We ilken a s k e d  her 
what determines when they  g e t  o f f  t h e  progwax, Ske said they 
a r e  checked every 6 months. 

Senator  Stephens then askec! t:hat percentage of c l i e n t s  are on 
Indian  Reservat ions;  which she answered 40%. 

Representa t ive  Bradley asked what  kind of effect  5ava you had. 
Mary f e l t  they  are  doing a lot, 

Representa t ive  Marks aske6 i f  they d e a l  with -just F r c g n a n t  
women? M s ,  Feuersinger  s a i d  t key  a l s o  dc?>j. \:Fib i n f a ~ ; ? - s  i ~ l l d  

c h i l d r e n  up t o  5 y e a r s  of  a g e .  H e  then  asked hox they  g e t  
off t h i s  program. She s a i d  t h e i r  e l i c j ib i l - i ty  j.s assessed 
every 6 months. We have s tandards  t o  go by and v:e do on-going 
counsel ing.  . 

Representa t ive  Narks askeC if counsel ing cont inues  a f t e r  the 
f inances  are d iscont inued.  F i s .  Feuers inger  said they go to- 
g e t h e r ,  however s t andards  change from c i t y  t o  c i t y .  Represent-- 
a t i v e  Marks then  asked what  c o n s t i t u t e d  low incoze. She said a 
family of 5 and makes l e s s  than $11,000. 

4' 

M r .  Blewett  then  went over t h e  c h a r t  t o  show who xould q u a l i f y  
f o r  what a s s i s t a n c e ,  depending on t h e i r  income. He reSerrcd t o  
Attachment D and explainec? who could q u a l i f y  fo r  what he lp ,  such  
as medicaid,  etc. 

H e  also s a i d  they  encourase t h e  use of low cost:: foods  w h i c h  d o e s  
n o t  c o n t r i b u t e  t o  i n f l a t i o n .  This  i s  done throuq.3 a devise 
of formulas.  H e  f e l t  it ;.:as easy t o  manage and a&qin i s t e r .  

~ e ~ r e s c n t a t i v e  Marks asked ho-#; many women and c h i l d r e n  do you 
have on t h e  program? 

M s .  Feuers inger  s a i d  almost 9 , 0 0 0 .  2 5 5  a r e  wozen, 25% below t h e  
age of 1 year  and 50% c h i l s r e n .  

Senator  Stephens s a i d  I az s t i l l  a l i t t l e  concernec? abou t  
whether t h e  right food g e t s  t o  t h e  r i g h t  peoale .  How d o  you . 

know t h e  youngster  i s  a c t u s l l y  g e t t i n g  t h e  fooz? Have you 
considered any kind of pro$ran t o  be conducted tkzough the s c h o o l s ?  



Mary ~ e u e r s i n g e r  s a i d  t h e y  cou ldn ' t  go through t h e  schoo l s  
because 5 i s  t h e  maximum aye. With t h e  food package t h e r e  i s  
about $25 .00  i n  food a month. The people interested i n  fraud 
would not bother  w i t h  t h a t  amount. 

Senator  Stephens asked if they get food stamps, She s a i d  n o t  
a l l  of them do. He then s a i d  'ihat $25 .00  worth of food did 
no t  seen l i k e  much a i d .  Is t h i s  haw you t r e a t  anemia? 

D r .  VanDrunen s a i d  it i s  t r e a t e d  by food high i x l  i r o n ,  such a s  
beans, cheese, ctc. Then t r e a t e d  with medicine,  t h e  pxoblem 
i s  back a s  soon a s  t reatment  i s  stopped. With good n u t r i t i o u s  
food, t h e  anemia i s  conquored. 

Mrs. Feuers inger  s a i d  high i r o n  con ten t  food tlsc--y recommend is 
i r o n  f o r t i f i e d  such as formula, c e r e a l ,  eggs, milk, cheese,  
f r u i t  j u i c e  (not  s t e a k  because of t h e  pr ice) .  

M r .  James mentioned t h e  proper foods a r e  l i s t e d  on the back of  
t h e  checks. 

M r .  Blewett  talked some more about Faini1.y P l a n n 5 n g ,  Hc s a i d  
funds come from 3 sources - Medicaid, T i t l e  10 and T i t l e  20. 
H e  s a i d  they a l s o  g e t  some a i d  from SRS, 

M s  Nybo s a i d  t h e r e  a r e  10,500 women who could be r e c e i v i n g  help 
from Medicaid b u t  only 336 woinen have a c t u a l l y  used t h e  prograi ,  
One reason for  t h i s  i s  t h a t  women who are e l i g j h l e  have a 
choice between a family - planning c l i n i c  o r  t h e i r  p r i v a t e  
physician.  

Representa t ive  Marks asked which ever  p l a c e  women go f o r  f a m i l y  
planning,  t he  fami ly  phys ic ian  o r  t h e  c l i n i c ,  does  t h e  money 
come from t h e  same place? M r .  Blewett  s a i d  when a women comes 
i n  and i s  e l i g i b l e ,  wc bil.1 medicaid f o r  s e r v i c e s  rendered. It 
i s  b i l l e d  thxough t h e  medicaid program. 

Representa t ive  Marks asked how many women do you have i n  the  
group above 1 0 , 0 0 0 ?  

M r .  B l e v ~ e t t  s a i d  2,416 women t h a t  pay t h e i r  own f e e s .  

Representa t ive  Marks asked i f  t h e y  t a k e  c a r e  of about  h a l f  of 
t h e  31,000 women i n  t h e  middle group. Does that mean the other 
ha l f  d o n ' t  want t h e  se rv ice?  

M r .  Blcwett  s a i d  we f e e l  about 6,000 would come. There are 
42,000 from 1 5  through 4 5  who would be e l i g i b l e  f o r  family 
planning s e r v i c e .  These a r e  women who d i d  want  t h e  s e r v i c e .  



M s  Feue r s inge r  s a i d  there  were L5 f a m i l y  p l a n n i r ~ s  c e n t e r s  i n  
t h e  s thte.  There  i s  a phys i c i an  c o ~ n $ S c t e d  w i t h  each center ,  
W e  have n u r s e s ,  s o c i a l  workers ,  h e a l t h  educator:; ,  p h y s i c i a n s ,  
n u t r i t i o n i s t s ,  e t c .  i n  each c l i n i c ,  T h i s  i s  a  p f - e v e n t i v e  
h e a l t h  c a r e  c e n t e r .  

D r .  Knight t a l k c d  about  t h e  good t h i n g s  be ing  done w i t h  
preventive h e a l t n  c a r e ,  pap tests ,  c a n c e r  checks ,  problerns o f  
a l l  kinds. 

Sena to r  Thomas asked  i f  t hey  supp l i ed  the b i r t h  c o n t r o l  m a t e r i a l s .  

Ms Nybo s a i d  t h e y  were g iven  in fo rma t ion ,  a pharmacist does  the 
supply ing ,  If t h e y  are below the $ 5 , 0 0 0  income, t h e  materia1.s 
are f ree ,  over  thit it is based on the a b i l i t y  io pay,  

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  Karks s a i d  i n  looking  a t  your  porgram, Zt 100ks 
l i k e  t h e r e  are t 3 i n g s  t h a t  a r e  n o t  f ami ly  p l ann ing ;  o n l y  3 a r e  
connectsd t o  f a ~ t i l y  p lanning .  How much of your to t -a l  I-,udget is 
going i n t o  family planning  and how much i s  going t o  h e a l t h ?  

M s  Nybo s a i d  f a m i l y  p lanning  aed  h e a l t h  a r e  a packaye,  t:hcy 
go t o y e t h e r .  

M r .  Ble2;ett  s a i d  i n  terms of o v e r a l l  objectives of t h e  program, t;Ilc 
o b j e c t  i s  t o  i n c r e a s e  t h e  r a t i o  of w e l l  b a b i e s  when born.  To 
ach ieve  t h a t  we 5ave t o  s t a r t  w i th  t h e  mother l ong  b e f o r e  t h e  
b i r t h  of t h e  baby. W e  must have h e a l t h y  women to have h e a l t h y  
b a b i e s .  

Sena to r  Rober t s  asked  i f  t hey  c o n t r a c t  any o f  this s e r v i c e ,  

M r .  Ble:,:ett s a i d  w e  a r e  phas ing  o u t  s ta te  employees, W e  arc 
t r y i n g  t o  go  more t o  l o c a l  o p e r a t o r s  i n s t e a d  of s t a t e  o p e r a t o r s .  

A f t e r  a l i t t l e  more d i s c u s s i o n ,  two of  t h e  comrn.i.ttee members had 
t o  l e a v e ,  so t h e  h e a r i n g  was concluded. 

Nina Ros~as, Sec.  




