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A P 1 Z t P R I A T I O Y S  SUBCOX,hlITTEE ON INSTITUTIONS 

February  2 ,  1 9 7 7  - Room 2 2 5  

The m e e t i n ?  o f  t h e  F-2propr la t ions  Subcommittee on  I n s t i t u t i o n s  w a s  
c a l l e d .  t o  ordnlr a t  erCO a .n .  hy Chairman Gerke. O t h e r -  members 
p r e s e n t  w e r e  : 

S e n z t o r  Mark E t c h a r t  
R e 2 r e s e n t a t i v e  Har ry  Hansen 
R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  A r t  Lund 
R e ~ r e s ~ ~ t a . t i v e  Howarc1 E l l i s  

S e n a t o r  F lynn  was &sent. Tom B r i g g s ,  1 , e g i s l a t i v e  F i s c a l  A n a l y s t ,  
was p r e s e n t .  R e p r e s s s t a t i - v c  B a r d ~ ~ o u v e  w a s  p r e s e n t  f o r  p a r t  o f  t h e  
rneetizcj. 

The cha i rman  s t a t e 2  E ~ a t  t h e  subject:  o f  t o d a y ' s  m e e t i n g  i s  THE 
VETERA?; ' S HO?E IN COLrjl.BIk FALLS, l140XTmA. 

Tom B r i g g s  d i s t r i b u t e d  suITn.ary s h e e t s  on t h e  V e t e r a n ' s  Home showing 
FY-76 e x p e n d i t u r e s ,  e x e c u t i v e  budge t  recommendations a n d  LFA recom- 
mendat ions .  H e  s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e r e  w e r e  two i s s u e s  t o  be covered  i n  
t h i s  mzatirig: c o s t  r e c o r n e n d a t i o n s  and fund.!'ng mechanism. We h a v e  
recormnecdcd t h a t  t h s  V e t e r a n ' s  Hone b e  funded th rough  Medicare  and 
31ledicaiZ and t h e  c ~ r r e n t  V e t e r a n  ' s A d n i n i s  t r a t i o n  reimbilrsement  
prograi i~.  

1 
I n  t h e  LFA budge t  recommendation, w e  have  shown g e n e r a l  fund 
coverage  f o r  non-roii*ursement c o s t s  f o r  t h e  n e x t  b ienn ium.  A l s o  
t h e r e  i s  shown z.3 i rkerest  and income a c c o u l t  which m u s t  be  s p e n t  
b e f o r e  g e n e r a l  f u n 5  zoneys .  

Dick Walsh,  Super i r r t enden t  of  Montana V e t e r a n ' s  H a m e ,  s a i d  he  would 
t a k e  e x c e p t i o n  with t h e  :4edicare 2nd T4edicai.d recommendation. 
Domj.ciliary resFdz,--ts of the hoxz art: t o t a l l y  beli -care peop le ,  
They worild n o t  be  z b l e  t o  q u a l i f y  fo r  Medicare  and M e d i c a i d  c o v e r a g e .  

Bob Durkee, r e p r e s e n t i n g  V e t e r a n s  o f  F o r e i g n  Wars, sa id  t h e y  have  
a gr2z. t  p r i d e  i n  t ? L s  hone and f ee l  perhaps it i s  m i s 2 l a c e d  under  
t h e  Department  oZ I ~ ~ t i t u t i o n s ,  s i n c e  it i s  n o t  an  i n s t i t u t i o n ,  
r a t h e r  a home. B e  a l s o  s a i 2  t h a t  t h e  Board o f  I n s t i t u t i o n s  a g r e e d  
t h a t  r e s i d e n t s  a t  tl:e hone c o u l d  r e t a i n  $ 8 7 . 5 0  from t t - e i . r  monthly 
2ensiox 5 - r  t h e i r  ci;n use. Yedic-id :.;auld rz5ilce t h a t  a??unt down 
t o  5 2 5  a :r,-ih t---zz 2 r e s i z n n t  co-212 r a t a i r !  from ?is  p e n s i o n .  T h ~ y  

, . - -2 2 : z . - - - - : ~  - - - , -  z- - - - rz?. f--- yr,? ")-> r:3L132?lf. 1 -  - -- 2 - - - d  - .- - TJ -. Z. 2 *- I .  $\, ~ . i 3 7 ~ ! r ?  

z,,ls=, 1:::~ t o  be ; I C - : L S ~ ~  2s -3 the ~ j - ~ z l  ciec~.~;~.d-. c~f she! committee. 

Toe Crcs~- , . :~ i i t e ,  of =he -Zldvisoq- Corr-~.i -;?.er o f  t?-2 V e t e r a n ' s  

1 ;3orLe, sns:d:e in n---- y y - . J 2 ' - t i o ~  - - - t h i s  F L - G F ~ J ~ ~  C : ? Z C Z ~ .  HE said t h e  
- p s i d e r z s  - - of t:-Le h s ~ s  are clzssed as r e s i 5 e - t ~  Zol-.~~'Sia F a l l s  

7 .  . .  . 
3-" -.,, zrs -... r lzoxsc, 11 z n s l r  tr31;2. 



I 
Dick Walsh s a i d  t h e  $87.50 t h a t  eai,il r;:siden-t i s  ~110;-;ed "Lo keep fron! 
h i s  pension is low, b u t  adequate .  Anything less than  t h i s  would n o t  
be accep tab le .  

M r .  Walsh expla.ined t h a t  t h e  f i r s t  $ 8 7 . 5 0  of  perasl.on a r e s i d e n t  
r e c e i v e s  each  month, he r e t a i n s .  P'rom t h a t  zmount t o  $300 p e n s i o n ,  
t h e  r e s i d e n t  pays t h e  s t a t e  a g radua ted  amount s c a l e d  upward, w i t h  
a maximum of  $128.50 t o  t h e  s t a t e  of Montana. 

There was a d i s c u s s i o n  he ld  on t h c  axoaxt af r e s o u r c e s  a v e t e r a n  
can have t o  q u a l i f y  t o  be a r e s i d n n t  aL t h e  hamc- Aceording t o  
t h e  V A ' s  code,  f o r  a v e t e r a n  t o  be e l i g i b l e  f o r  r e i ~ b u r s ~ ~ e n t  a t  
t h e  home, i f  he has  a nonserv ice  d i s a b i l i t y ,  he has t o  be unab le  
t o  a f f o r d  d o m i c i l i a r y  o u t s i d e .  There i s  no l i m i t  for a s e r v i c e -  
r e l a t e d  d i s a b i l i t y .  M r .  Walsh s a i d  t h a t  any v e t e r a n  can  become a 
r e s i d e n t  no m a t t e r  what h i s  a s s e t s  o r  income a r e .  

Also t h e r e  was a d i s c u s s i o n  on what r e s o u r c e s  a person can have 
t o  q u a l i f y  f o r  Medicaid. I t  was s t a t e d  t h a t  $1500 i s  a 
maximum a person  can have t o  q u a l i f y  f o r  Medicaid. Ton Br iggs  
s a i d  a person  could  have $25,000 of r e a l  propery an2 an automobi le  
worth a maximum of $1200, a l s o .  

M r .  Durkee exp la ined  t h a t  a  pension i s  f o r  non-sezvice connected 

1 d i s a b i l i t y .  A g radua ted  s c a l e  is used based on their coun tab le  
income. 

He exp la ined  t h a t  compensation f o r  a service-connected d i s a b i l i t y  
i s  n o t  a t t a c h a b l e .  This  cannot  be counted u n l e s s  t h e  v e t e r a n  
v o l u n t e e r s  t h i s .  

The V e t e r a n ' s  Adminis t ra t ion  re imburses  t h e  S t a t e  of Fiontana f o r  
t h e  c a r e  o f  each r e s i d e n t .  ~orn ic i  Z iasy  rei13Surseoent js a maximum 
of  $5.50 p e r  day p e r  r e s i d e n t  o r  ~ n e - h a l f  o f  t h e  c o s t ,  whichever 
i s  less. Then each member pays t h e  d i f f e r e n c e  between t h e  r e i m -  
bursement and t h e  t o t a l  d a i l y  c o s t ,  accord ing  t c  a b i l i t y .  I f  
t hey  can a f f o r d  it, r e s i d e n t s  pay t h e  f u l l  azoxJr-t. ?he chairman 
reques ted  a breakdown on t h e  number of r e s i d e n t s ,  hc-..; many pay 
t h e  f u l l  amount, how many pay t h e  d i f f e r e n c ~ ,  etc. 

Tom Rriggs  suggested t o  t h e  chairman t h a t  a  r ep re senka t ive  o f  t h e  
Department of S o c i a l  and R e h a b i l i t a t i o n  Ser-rices be r sques t ed  t o  
s?eal: ts -;.I - - A  - c3z,;iFt22 on t-e tf!eC?!-z?L?. ~ ~ ~ l h ~ ? - r ; l l +  

Chairman Zerke reques ted  t h a t  Bob D ~ r k e e  check ir;.fs: -..:'?.at c2n be 
done i~ t h e  a r e a  of a d j u s t i n g  Ihe ~.cs iCez ts '  ami:-z cf refnburse- 
rnents fron pe r sona l  income r e s g u r c e s  t o  the? s t252 2s 2: a l t e r n a t i v e  - -  . 
t o  t h e  Medicaid program. Also suggest25 ::erxan zzc:-, S t a t 2  Honz 
Prograa  Cso rd ina to r  c f  t h e  -.-A i n  > ; a s ? i ~ . ~ z s n ,  D. :. , r? con tac t ed  

1 on t h i s .  



With r ega rd  t o  t h e  budget f o r  t h e  nex t  biennium, Karen Wilson went 

I i n t o  d e t a i l  on each i t e m :  

Pe r sona l  Se rv i ces  - They f e e l  t h i s  i s  inadequate .  A vacancy sav ings  
w a s  used and i t  is f e l t  t h a t  t h e r e  w i l l  be no vacancy sav ings .  She 
expla ined  t h a t  l a s t  y e a r  t h e r e  was a vacancy s a v i r ~ g s  because a 
p h y s i c a l  t h e r a p i s t  cou ld  n o t  be h i r e d  f o r  a major p a r t  o f  t h e  y e a r .  
They f e e l  t h i s  w i l l  n o t  happen aga in .  Tom Briggs  s t a t e d  t h a t  one 
s a l a r y  of  a g rade  13  would n o t  account  f o r  t h e  l a r g e  d i f f e r e n c e  
between h i s  recommendation and t h e i r  r e q u e s t .  H e  s a i d  h e  a l s o  had 
inc luded  i n c r e a s e s  on t h e  pay p l an ,  and it s t i l l  l eaves  a d i f f e r e n c e  
of approximately  $ 4 0 , 0 0 0  t o  be resol.ved. I t  w a s  sugges t ed  t h a t  t h i s  
be reconcll.ed by Karen Wil.san ancl 'i.'on. Drigcjs l a t e r .  

Contracted Se rv i ces  -- - Karen Wilson s a i d  t h i s  i s  adequa te .  

Supp l i e s  - They cons ide r  t h i s  amount low because of i nc redsed  c o s t s .  
They reques ted  it match t h e  agency r e q u e s t .  

U t i l i t i e s  - This  amount might  be a l i t t l e  low because o f  r a t e s  r i s i n g  
very  f a s t .  Chairman Gerke s a i d  t h e  committee i.s checking  r a t e s  w i t h  
t h e  u t i l i t y  companies f o r  a l l  t h e  i n s t i t u t i o n s  and w i l l  a d j u s t  each  
one acco rd ing ly  i f  needed. 

Repa i r s  - Approximately $10,000 was reques ted  f o r  care and  mainte- 
nance o f  t h e  wate r  tower..  Tom Briggs  s a i d  he was advised  t h a t  t h i s  
c o s t  would be covered i n  t h e  Department of Admin i s t r a t i on  budget ,  
b u t  would check i n t o  t h i s  aga in .  

A l l  o t h e r  i t ems  were found t o  be  adequate.  

The Ve te ran ' s  Home water  sys tem was mentioned. Th i s  comes under t h e  
long  range b u i l d i n g  program. This  i s  a very  h i g h  p r i o r i t y  i tem.  
Another w e l l  i s  needed and a new water  l i n 6 .  Also a 60-bed wing 
w i l l  be i n  t h e  long range  b u i l d i n g  program. 

M r .  Walsh r e p o r t e d  t h a t  t h e  farm is  p r o j e c t e d  t o  be a paying propo- 
s i t i o n  from t h i s  y e a r  forward.  They have s i x  a c r e s  o f  garden ,  twelve 
acres o f  p o t a t o e s  and 60 a c r e s  of r o t a t e d  c rops .  

M r .  Chisholm suggested t h a t  t h e  Department of I n s t i t u t i o n s  p repa re  
a 2 roposa l  t o  c l a r i f y  some of  t h e  i t e m s  r ega rd ing  t h e  nu r s ing  a r e s  
a ~ d  o f f e r  a proposa l  as t o  sugges t i cns  of how it could  be run. I t  
wes agreed t h a t  t h i s  would be  h e l p f u l  t o  t h e  c o r n i t t e e .  
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