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On January 17,  1977 by a motion adopted by t h e  House, t h e  Committee on 
Na tu ra l  Resources was a s s igned  t h e  t a s k  of reviewing any e x i s t i n g  d a t a  
concerning energy p o l i c y  i n  Montana. The motion f u r t h e r  s t a t e d  t h a t  
upon completion of t h a t  review,  t h e  committee would propose a l e g i s l a t -  
i v e l y  conceived energy p o l i c y  f o r  Montana. I n  p a r t i a l  f u l f i l l m e n t  of 
t h a t  ass ignment ,  you w i l l  f i n d  t h e  a t t a c h e d  energy p o l i c y  recommendations. 

Because of t h e  t i m e  c o n s t r a i n t s  involved i n  t r a n s m i t t a l  d e a d l i n e s  and 
t h e  broad range of  i s s u e s  involved  i n  an energy p o l i c y ,  t h e  committee 
d i d  no t  produce i t s  own b i l l ,  w i t h  one except ion .  I n s t e a d  t h e  com- 
m i t t e e  r e l i e d  on b i l l s  in t roduced  by members of  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  a t  
l a rge .  

The committee d iv ided  i n t o  t h r e e  energy subcommittees, which met 
r e g u l a r l y  du r ing  t h e  f i r s t  h a l f  o f  t h e  s e s s i o n  i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  d a i l y  
meetings of  t h e  f u l l  n a t u r a l  r e sou rces  committee. These subcommittees 
covered t h r e e  energy s u b j e c t  groups: conserva t ion  and p u b l i c  p a r t i c i -  
p a t i o n ,  s i t i n g  o f  f a c i l i t i e s  i n  Montana, and energy e x t r a c t i o n  and 
convers ion.  The subcommittees reviewed a l l  energy b i l l s  and l a t e r  met 
t o  adopt p o l i c y  recommendations i n  t h e i r  r e s p e c t i v e  a r e a s .  

The f u l l  committee met s e v e r a l  t i m e s  l a s t  week t o  adopt  t h e  a t t a c h e d  
recommendations. Although a few recommendations d i d  n o t  r e c e i v e  unani- 
mous consen t ,  t h e  committee reached a consensus on most i s s u e s .  These 
po l i cy  recommendations p r i m a r i l y  r e f l e c t  l e g i s l a t i o n  recommended by 
t h e  committee f o r  passage by t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e ,  a l though  some of them 
were r e j e c t e d  by t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  a s  a whole. 

I hope you w i l l  f i n d  t h e s e  energy p o l i c y  recommendations u s e f u l  i n  
making t h e  d i f f i c u l t  energy d e c i s i o n s  t h a t  remain ahead o f  us.  S h o r t l y  
fol lowing t h e  s e s s i o n ,  committee r e s e a r c h e r s  w i l l  p r epa re  a d e t a i l e d  
summary of  a l l  energy m a t t e r s  cons idered  i n  t h i s  s e s s i o n  which w i l l  
be a v a i l a b l e  t o  you. 
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