
RECOMMENDATIONS FOR AN ENERGY POLICY 

FOR THE STATE O F  MONTANA -- HOUSE NATURAL RESOURCES COMMITTEE 

A p r i l  1 6 ,  1977 

Enerav  E x t r a c t i o n  

1. The f e d e r a l  government s h o u l d  l e a s e  no more c o a l  i n  Montana u n t i l  
a f e d e r a l  law is  p a s s e d  d e f i n i n g  a  p o l i c y  on r e c l a m a t i o n ,  i n c l u d i n g  
t h e  r o l e  o f  s t a t e  r e c l a m a t i o n  laws which a r e  a t  l e a s t  a s  s t r i n g e n t  
a s  f e d e r a l  r e g u l a t i o n s .  

2 .  The Department  o f  S t a t e  Lands s h o u l d  a d o p t  r u l e s  and r e g u l a t i o n s  
f o r  c o a l  l e a s i n g  p r o c e d u r e s ,  i n c l u d i n g  f u r t h e r  d e f i n i t i o n  o f  t h e  
s e l e c t i v e  d e n i a l  c r i t e r i a  found i n  S e c t i o n  9  (50-1042, R.C.M. 1947) 
of  t h e  S t r i p  and  Underground Mine Reclamat ion  A c t .  

3. The Coal  C o n s e r v a t i o n  A c t  s h o u l d  b e  s u p p o r t e d  and s t r e n g t h e n e d .  

4, Cont inued r e s e a r c h  i n  t h e  a r e a  o f  r e v e g e t a t i o n  s h o u l d  b e  s u p p o r t e d  
and any weakening o f  t h e  Montana S t r i p  and Underground Mine Reclamat ion  
A c t  s h o u l d  be  opposed. 

5.  There  s h o u l d  b e  no r e d u c t i o n  o f  t h e  c u r r e n t  c o a l  s e v e r a n c e  t a x .  

6 .  F u t u r e  o i l  and gas  e x p l o r a t i o n  w i t h  a d e q u a t e  s a f e g u a r d s  s h o u l d  
be encouraged.  

7. The Department o f  H e a l t h  and Environmenta l  S c i e n c e s  s h o u l d  deve lop  
uranium mining p r o c e d u r e s ;  s i m i l a r  a c t i o n  s h o u l d  a l s o  be  t a k e n  by t h e  
f e d e r a l  government.  

8. The moratorium on uranium s o l u t i o n  mining s h o u l d  be e x t e n d e d  u n t i l  
t h e  Board o f  H e a l t h  and Environmenta l  S c i e n c e s  a d o p t s  r u l e s  r e g u l a t i n g  
t h i s  p r o c e s s .  

9 .  The s t a t e  s h o u l d  u t i l i z e  and a p p r a i s e  where p o s s i b l e  and p r a c t i c a l  
t h e  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  f o r  d i r e c t  u s e  o f  t h e  e a r t h ' s  h e a t  i n  a g r i c u l t u r e ,  
i n d u s t r i a l  p r o c e s s e s ,  and t h e  h e a t i n g  and c o o l i n g  of  b u i l d i n g s .  The 
u s e  o f  such  h e a t  th rough  p u b l i c  i n f o r m a t i o n ,  zoning l aws ,  b u i l d i n g  
codes ,  f i n a n c i a l  i n c e n t i v e s  and  d a t a  c o l l e c t i o n  s h o u l d  be  encouraged.  

L O .  The s t a t e  s h o u l d  make e v e r y  e f f o r t  t o  p r o t e c t  t h e  i m p o r t a n t  and 
p r o d u c t i v e  a l l u v i a l  v a l l e y  f l o o r s  i n  Montana. 

Energy Convers ion  

1. A renewable  energy d a t a  c o l l e c t i o n  program s h o u l d  b e  e s t a b l i s h e d  
in t h e  g o v e r n o r ' s  energy r e s o u r c e  p o l i c y  o f f i c e .  



2. The s t a t e  should permi t  and encourage s h i f t s  from n a t u r a l  gas  
and o i l  t o  c o a l  where environmental  s t a n d a r d s  can be m e t .  

3 .  Largesca le  r a d i o a c t i v e  w a s t e  d i s p o s a l  i n  Montana should be opposed. 

4.  Act ions  which improve t h e  convers ion e f f i c i e n c y  of  l a r g e - s c a l e  
and s m a l l  - s c a l e  energy and i n d u s t r i a l  f a c i l i t i e s  should be  encouraged. 

5. The s t a t e  should  n o t  p rov ide  f i n a n c i a l  suppor t  and should  o the r -  
w i s e  remain n e u t r a l  i n  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  a  c o a l  g a s i f i c a t i o n  p l a n t  i n  
Montana a t  t h i s  t i m e .  

6. S t a t e  agenc ies  should  a c t i v e l y  pursue f e d e r a l  funding f o r  a l t e r -  
n a t i v e  energy r e s e a r c h  and development. 

7.  Every e f f o r t  should be made t o  minimize adverse  t ransboundary 
impacts t o  Montana from energy developments o u t s i d e  t h e  s ta te ;  
Montana shou ld  g i v e  t h e  same c o n s i d e r a t i o n  t o  i t s  ne ighbor ing  s t a t e s  
and provinces .  

S i t i n g  of  F a c i l i t i e s  

1. I n d u s t r i a l  f a c i l i t i e s  which would have a s i g n i f i c a n t  impact on 
t h e  communities i n  which they  are t o  be l o c a t e d  should come under 
t h e  review provided by t h e  Major F a c i l i t y  S i t i n g  Act. Appropr ia te  
s t a t e  agenc ies  should  con t inue  t o  monitor t h e  environmental ,  s o c i a l ,  
and economic impacts of a l l  f a c i l i t i e s  approved. 

2. I n  reviewing a p p l i c a t i o n s  f o r  energy f a c i l i t i e s  under t h e  Major 
F a c i l i t y  S i t i n g  Act,  d e c i s i o n s  should  be based p r i m a r i l y  on Montana's 
needs ,  w i t h  al lowances made f o r  i n t e r s t a t e  u t i l i t i e s  o p e r a t i n g  i n  
t h i s  s t a t e .  Pub l i c  need f o r  t h e  produc t  t o  be manufactured should 
n o t  be cons idered  i n  reviewing a p p l i c a t i o n s  f o r  f a c i l i t i e s  t h a t  do 
n o t  g e n e r a t e  energy. 

3.  Hearing proceedings  and d e c i s i o n s  made under t h e  Major F a c i l i t y  
S i t i n g  A c t  should  be  exped i t ed  t o  avoid c o s t l y  and unnecessary de l ays .  

4.  Phys i ca l  c r i t e r i a  should  be  e s t a b l i s h e d  a s  soon a s  p o s s i b l e  f o r  
a  s i t i n g  inven to ry  t o  i d e n t i f y  a r e a s  u n s u i t a b l e  f o r  major f a c i l i t i e s .  

Energy Conservat ion and P u b l i c  P a r t i c i p a t i o n  

1. The Department of  Adminis t ra t ion ,  a s  t h e  c e n t r a l  a u t h o r i t y  f o r  
enforcement o f  energy conserva t ion  p r o v i s i o n s  i n  t h e  s t a t e  b u i l d i n g  
code should q u i c k l y  adopt  uniform s t a n d a r d s  f o r  energy conse rva t ion  
i n  p u b l i c  b u i l d i n g s .  

2 .  Energy conserva t ion  and a l t e r n a t i v e  energy income t a x  i n c e n t i v e s  
should  be provided f o r  expend i tu re s  f o r  c o n s t r u c t i n g  o r  i n s t a l l i n g  
a recognized n o n f o s s i l  form of energy gene ra t ion  or  a  c a p i t a l  i n v e s t -  
ment i n  a  b u i l d i n g  f o r  energy conserva t ion  purposes .  



3 .  The s t a t e  s h o u l d  expand i t s  home w e a t h e r i z a t i o n  program f o r  
c i t i z e n s  o f  Montana; where p r a c t i c a l ,  w e a t h e r i z a t i o n  programs shou ld  
he c o n s o l i d a t e d  w i t h i n  t h e  Department  o f  Community A f f a i r s .  U t i l i t y  
companies a r e  encouraged t o  e s t a b l i s h  programs,  p r o v i d e d  f o r  under  
c u r r e n t  law, f o r  l o w - i n t e r e s t  w e a t h e r i z a t i o n  l o a n s .  

4.  The s t a t e  s h o u l d  c o n s i d e r  t h e  l i f e - c y c l e  c o s t  o f  s t a t e  b u i l d i n g s  
and v e h i c l e s  w i t h  emphasis  on energy  c o n s e r v a t i o n  th roughou t  t h e  l i f e  
o f  t h e  b u i l d i n g  o r  v e h i c l e .  

5. Loca l  s c h o o l  d i s t r i c t s  s h o u l d  implement ene rgy  c o n s e r v a t i o n  by 
deve lop ing  c u r r i c u l a  f o r  c o n s e r v a t i o n  e d u c a t i o n  i n  t h e  c lass room and 
by c o n s e r v i n g  energy  i n  s c h o o l  b u i l d i n g s  and s c h o o l  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  
s y s  t e m s  . 
6. S o l i d  w a s t e  management s h o u l d  be  a n a l y z e d  as a  means o f  c o n s e r v i n g  
energy.  

7 .  The e x e c u t i v e  branch o f  s t a t e  government s h o u l d  in fo rm t h e  
p u b l i c  on t h e  f a c t s  s u r r o u n d i n g  energy  i s s u e s ,  w i t h  p a r t i c u l a r  
emphasis  on energy  c o n s e r v a t i o n ,  and s h o u l d  deve lop  and a p p l y  
e f f e c t i v e  means f o r  i n c l u d i n g  an  informed p u b l i c  i n  t h e  energy  p o l i c y  
p r o c e s s .  The AERO program s h o u l d  be  commended as a n  e x c e l l e n t  example 
o f  i n v o l v i n g  t h e  p u b l i c  i n  t h e s e  i s s u e s .  

I 
The Montana l e g i s l a t u r e  s h o u l d  a c t  t o  i n s u r e  t h e  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  

of  Montana c i t i z e n s  i n ,  and i n t e r i m  review o f ,  e x e c u t i v e  b ranch  
decision-making on energy  i s s u e s .  




